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BEN STOKES MUST ‘GROW UP’ SAYS EX-ENGLAND
CRICKET SKIPPER NASSER HUSSAIN

Shoots of peace emerging in Kashmir, time

Srinagar: Shoots of peace are
“sprouting”in the terrorism-hit state
of Jammu and Kashmir and the gov-
ernment is now working towards
ensuring that the people in the state
canbeuplifted with dignity, state chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti has said.

In an interview to PTI Monday
night, the 58-year-old chief minister
welcomed recent attempts by the
Centre and the ruling party to reach
outto Kashmiris, starting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Indepen-
dence Day speech where he asked the
countrymen to embrace Kashmiris.

This was followed by Union home
minister Rajnath Singh’s statement
that the Centreis willing to hold talks
with all stakeholders, then BJPlead-
er Ram Madhav saying talks can be
held with anyone. In his “Mann ki
Baat” speech on Sunday, Modi also
praised a poor Kashmiri youth, Bilal
Dar, for hisattempt to clean up alake,
which became front page news in
Kashmir and heavily discussed on
social media.

“These are welcome signs” in
Kashmir Valley where people are ea-
gerly waiting for peace to return, the

chief minister said.

“The shoots of peace have started
sprouting. They have to be watered
and fertilized, and I am sure that the
fruits of peace will follow,” she said
in the interview at her home, with a
large portrait of her father, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, inthebackground.
Mehboobasucceeded him asthe chief
minister afew months after his death
in January 2016.

Mehbooba, whose PDP is in an
alliance with the BJP in the state,

blamed the electronic media for mak-
ing even minor incidents of violence
intonational events, portraying Kash-
mir as a region in perpetual flames.
She said the high-pitched debates that
follow end up vilifying Kashmiris.
Thisinturnalienates Kashmirisagainst
therest of the country, and the coun-
try against Kashmir, which has a
direct impact on tourism, the main-
stay of the economy.

Mehbooba, whoisalsothe tourism
minister, gets a report on tourist ar-

rightfortalkstoresolve

rivals every evening, and the figures
are grim — arrivals have now fallen
t0 4,000-5,000 daily from a peak of
10,000-12,000. Mosthotelsand house-
boats are empty, taxi companies have
virtually no business and shops are
shut.

She said it is wrong to project the
entire 70 lakh population of the Val-
leyas pro-militants when intelligence
figuresshowthat there are only about
200-300 home grown militants.

“You talk about the 200 militants
but don’t talk about the thousands of
Kashmiris in the Indian Army,” she
said. But she did not deny that there
is a sense of alienation among Kash-
miriyouth, and even children asyoung
as eight, because of severe security
crackdowns that follow stone pelting
incidents.

However, the recent statements
from highest level are an opportu-
nitytobuild peace and give Kashmiris
back their dignity, Mehbooba said.
“All that is required now is to hold
their (people of Kashmir) fingers with
dignity intact,” she said.

Mehbooba, who is the first

» SeeCM..Pg02

sroblem: CM
unhappy with working

of middle rung-officials

Heads of departments asked to compile list of non
performing officials for immediate action’

Srinagar, Sep 27: As Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti, is unhappy over the “poor per-
formance” of middle rung officials of the state, it has been learnt that the chief minister
herselfhas directed the heads of the departments to scrutinize the list of non performing
officials for immediate action.

Reliable sources in the government told KNS that Chief Minister Office is receiving
regular complaints from various departments about officials who either don’t work at all
or harass the public. “The Chief Minister wants to make the state administration trans-
parent and accountable at middle- rung,” one of the top government officials insisting not
to be named told KNS.

He said that on the directions of the Chief Minister, the departments are asked to
compile a list of honest and upright officers who would be posted in the important post-
ings.

The Chief Minister before Darbarmove wants the radical changes in the functioning

» SeeUnhappy...Pg 02

NO INFORMATION ABOUT
KOUL COMMISSION

NEW DELHI: There is

Need to change discourse around

JK: Jltendra Singh

REPORT: MHA

Srinagar, Sep 27, CNS: In a startling revelation, Min-
istry of Home Affairs Government of India has maintained
thatitinformation about the recommendations submitted
by Koul Commission that was constituted by previous
Jammu and Kashmir government led by Omar Abdullah
to probe the street killings of over 120 youth in Kashmir
Valley during 2010 unrest.

The Ministry for Home Affairs Government of India
inresponsetoan application filed under Right to Informa-
tion Act by Kashmiri social activist MM Shujah has said
maintained that: “the information sought about Koul

» SeeMHA..Pg02

needto “changethediscourse”
around Jammu and Kashmir
as there is no such thing as
the Kashmir issue, Union
minister Jitendra Singh has
said, stressing that the only
“point of debate”is retrieving
Pakistan occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

The minister of state in
the Prime Minister’s Office
said this after paying a picto-
rial homage to martyrs of
Jammu and Kashmir Police
andslain Army officer Lt Um-

mer Fayyaz here yesterday.
Lt Fayyaz’'s Facebook page,
lettersduring his Armytrain-

ing days as well as the photo-
graphs of slain J-K officers

Braid cutting;
LOCALS ACCUSE ARMY OF

Feroz Ahmed Dar and others

Mohammed Ayoub Pandith,

were on display at the event.

“There is need to change
thediscourse (onJammu and
Kashmir) for future genera-
tions. We have to change the
agenda.Thereisnosuchissue
asKashmirissue. Itisasmuch
a part of India as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar or any other
state.

“The only issue if at all is
howtoretrieveapart of Kash-
mirwhichisundertheillegal

occupation of Pakistan for
» Seelitendra.. Pg02

RESCUING CULPRIT

Kulgam, Sep 27: Locals from Chimar hamlet of South
Kashmir’s Kulgam district Wednesday alleged that Army
rescued a criminal after he chopped off the braid of a na-
tive girl on Wednesday morning.

According to locals, a criminal entered into the se-
cluded house of one Nazir Ahmed Khan and chopped off
the hair of her daughter Reenu Jan. “Shortly after the
incidents, locals captured the culprit but to our shock,
army men emerged within no time and resorted to aerial
firing. A civilian Zakir Ahmed Laway son of Muhammad
Magbool was wounded and referred to Srinagar hospital.

» Seelocals...Pg02

BJP claims LeT, other groups
weakened after NIA ralds

NEW DELHI: In clear hints that the BJP
is all set to play up its perceived “strong anti-
terror” policies, the saffron partywill highlight
government’s “success tale” in taking on
militancy in Jammu and Kashmir in the run
up to the crucial Assembly elections in Guja-
rat, Himachal Pradesh and few northeastern
states.

“The hard stance adopted by the Modi
Government has started yielding results...In
Jammu and Kashmir, the surgical strikesand
theactions on funding channel have weakened
terror outfits,” a key party leader said here.

Sources said at the BJP’s National Execu-

meeting attended among others by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh that the situation has
“improved” to alarge extent compared to the

TRAL GRENADE ATTACK:
ANOTHER CIVILIAN SUCCUMBS
AT SKIMS, TOLL THREE

Srinagar, Sep 27: A civilian injured in Tral grenade
blastsuccumbed at SK Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS)
Soura on Wednesday, taking the civilian toll to three.

The deceased, Mushtaq Ahmed Sheikh (35), was a
father of two minor sons.

He was grievously injured in the blast following which
he was shifted to SKIMS.

Two civilians were killed and 35 others, including
seven CRPFtroopers, injured in the attack on the cavalcade
of Works Minister Naeem Akhtar on September 21 in Tral
area of Pulwama district in south Kashmir.

» SeeTral...

tive meeting in Delhi on Monday, party Gen-
eral Secretary Ram Madhavtold a closed door

ground realities since the 2016 “uprising.”

» SeeNIA..Pg02

Pg 02

403 posts referred to JKSSB by Information,
FCS&CA, LMD pending selection

Lulfkar expresses dismay over tardy pace of recruitment; Asks Board
to complete selections by Dec 31

SRINAGAR,SEPTEM-
BER 27: Jammu and Kash-
mir Service Selection
Board (JKSSB) will by the
end of this year complete
selection process of 403 )
postsreferred by Informa-
tion, Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA) and Legal Me-

trology Departments (LMD).
This information was given to the Minis- »

ter FCS&CA and Information Department
See LMD....Pg 02

Summoning of Scholar:

ANTI-NIA PROTESTS
ROCKKU AND JUST

Srinagar, Sep 27: Students of Kashmir University
Wednesday protested for the second consecutive day against
National Investigation Agency (NIA) for summoning its
scholar Aala Fazli to New Delhi.

The protesting students threatened to “lockdown” the
university if the “questioning” of Aala by NIA does not
stop immediately.

Aala was summoned to Delhi on Monday and he is
being “questioned” by the Indian Investigation Agency in
connection with an alleged funding case registered

» SeeKU...Pg02

Major headway achieved in
resolving vexed issues: Dy CM

Attends homage ceremony organized at lIC Delhi for Lt Ummer Fayaz Ayub Pandit

NEW DELHI, SEPTEM-
BER 27: Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Dr Nirmal Singh today
said major headwayhasbeen
madeinresolving vexed issues
confronting the country un-
der the dynamic leadership
of the Prime Minister, Nar-
endra Modi.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
terwas speakingatafunction
organized by Centre for Me-

dia Studies, Jawaharlal Ne-

hru University, New Delhi on

the theme “Peace in Jammu
and Kashmir - Challengesand
Opportunities.”

The function was attend-
ed by author and journalist,
Tarun Vijay, besides diplomats,
academicians from France
and Japan, scholars and stu-
dents also participated.

Dr Singh while referring
to JK's history said the

» SeeDyCM...Pg02

IFFCO celebrates golden jubilee

LAUNCHES WELFARE
PROJECTS FOR J&K FARMERS

Srinagar, Sep 27: Indian Farmers Fertiliser Coopera-
tive Wednesday launched many welfare projects for farm-
ers of Jammu and Kashmir and their children.

Speaking at the Golden Jubilee celebration program,
the Managing Director Indian Farmers Fertilizer Coop-
erative (IFFCO), Dr Ushay Shankar Awasthi unveiled
Indian Cooperative Digital Platform, which is an online
information database, for the farmers of J&K.

“The Indian Cooperative Digital platform is a first of
its kind database of information to help farmers get the

hand on information on everything related to farming
» SeeWelfare...Pg02
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STATE

ASIEA NAQASH REVIEWS FUNCTIONING
OF ISM DEPARTMENT

Calls for creating mass awareness about Homeopathy

\V‘

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 27: Min-
ister of State for Health and Medical
Education, Housing & Urban Develop-
ment, and Social Welfare Asiea Naqash
on Thursday reviewed the functioning
of Department of Indian Systems of
Medicine (ISM) and took stock of prog-
ress of works at Government Unani Col-
lege Nawab Bagh, Ganderbal.

The minister also reviewed Projects
under construction at Narkara, Bemina
Kupwara and other places of the valley.

While reviewing the current status
of dispensaries and hospitals, at differ-
ent districts, the Minister asked the of-
ficials to gear up to promote and imple-
ment various government sponsored

schemesin their respective areas forthe
benefit of people at basic level.

The Minister asked the doctors to
develop homeopathy as an alternate
system of Medicine and create mass
awareness about it. She also said that
government is giving athrust on Indian
System of Medicine for it forms an im-
portant part of country's identity.

Inordertogiveafacelifttothe AYUSH
in the state of J&K, she said that the
Unani Hospital at Shalteng would be
made fully functional very soon and the
hospital at Nawab Bagh would be com-
pleted by 31st March 2018.

The Minister was informed that the
Ganderbal Unani Hospital has been

constructed on 78 Kanals of land, with

also discussed.
The meeting also discussed number

acapacity of 60 beds with clinical super

specialty services.

The meeting was
informed that college
block at Ganderbal has
reached the completion
stage and work on ex-
ternal road has been
finished.

Duringthe meeting
thepresent statusofthe
implementation of

of units established for manufacturing
the Ayurvedic products in the state and
the amount spent on procurement of
drugs separately under AYUSH, non-
Plan and national health mission.

On the occasion, Nagash was ap-
prised that for proper functioning of
the hospitals, creation of staff is im-
perative. The meeting was attended
by Principal Secretary Health and
Medical Education, Dr Pawan Kotwal,

variousCentrallySpon-  District Commissioner Ganderbal,
sored Schemes and Piyush Singla, Technical Secretary/
mechanisminplacefor  Director Health and Medical Educa-
prescriptionauditwas  tion, Dr Abdul Kabir besides ADMOs,

BMOs of various Districts and other
senior officials.
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CM

woman chief minister of the restive border state, said her
government isin favour of holding talks with everyone ashas
been enshrined in the Agenda of Alliance between the PDP
and the BJP.

Sheindicated that she isin favour of the peace talks strat-
egy employed by the Vajpayee government in the early 2000s
when Kashmiri separatist leaders were allowed to talk to
Pakistan as part of peace building efforts, while New Delhi
and Islamabad were also simultaneously engaged.

“There is a need to take the bull by its horns and finding
a way out for bringing in a ‘permanent’ peace in the state,”
she said, adding that she is in regular contact with Home
Minister Rajnath Singh, whom she described as “very sup-
portive”.

She noted that Ram Madhav, the BJP general secretary,
also has a clear understanding of Kashmir and has been
extremely supportive of the alliance government. “I am sure
together, we will be able to steer the state to new heights.”

Mehbooba said Modi’s singling out 18-year-old Bilal Dar
in “Mann Ki Baat” had sent a wave of pride among the young
residents of the Valley.

“These steps have a tremendous impact on the psyche of
the younger generation and their hope for recognition at
national level is rekindled. They are not seen or labelled as
mere stone pelters,” she said.

Seventeen months into office, Mehbooba also feels that
talks between India and Pakistan should begin at the earliest
but she holds Islamabad responsible for the present tension.

“The Prime Minister made a wonderful gesture by stop-
pingatIslamabad and meeting the then Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. But what happened after that? It was followed by attack
at Pathankot and increased terror activities in the state,” she
said.

“However, there is a need to bring Pakistan to the nego-
tiating table once again. Afterall, the relations between India
and Pakistan have a direct bearing on Jammu and Kashmir.

“Smooth relations between the two countries have always
seen better life for people in the state,” she said.

The chief minister blamed the Congress-led UPA for not
carrying forwarding the “gains” from the peace process of
the Vajpayee-era.

“I mean they were there for 10 years but could not make
any headway. It was an opportunity that was never cashed in

by them,” she said.

of the state’s overall administration. “Transparency in
the government is the top priority of the CM. She (CM) wants
toensure that the common masses have accessible, Transpar-
ent, accountable government,” Another top officials of the
government said.

Sources said that CM wants to place the right men at right
places. “The idea behind all this is to make the middle- rung
administration more efficient and responsive to the people
so that concrete steps would be taken towards the develop-
ment,” Sources said that there were complaints that several
officials at the lower level do not serve the general public
properly and because of which the public is suffering.

Sources said that the CM has also directed all the admin-
istrative secretaries to provide transparent, effective and
accountable governance to the people.

Sources said that the Chief Minister has also considered
that there is a notion among the masses that no action is
taken against officials for their non-performance. “The gov-
ernment is taking various steps to change this perception
and also change the perception of the officials that poor
performance or harassing the public would not impact their
job,” Sources quoting CM having said.

“Iam observing that people come to meet senior officials
and the ministersin the civil secretariat only when the district
administrations fail. This reflects failure of officials at the
district-level. But government will not excuse such officials
who are not only lax but also fail to respond to needs and
aspirations of the people,” the Sources quoting CM as having
told the officials.

Sources said that the CM has also directed not to disturb
officialsin their respective posts if they understand the aims
and objectives of the government and discharge their duties
honestly and effectively.

MHA

Commission is not available with us and therefore, the
information may please treated as NIL.”

The applicant had sought replies to different questions
including: ‘whether the State Government shared the Koul
Commission Report with New Delhi and why it was not made
public and he had also asked whether the Koul Commission
recommendation will be implemented in letter and spirit or

® 00 ©

>

not.
Pertinently, the one-man judicial Commission that was
appointed on June 19, 2014 had submitted its report to in-
cumbent Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti after twolong years
in December 2016.
The 320-page exhaustive report makes several recom-
mendations besides prescribing some operating procedures
while dealing with law and order situations.

JITENDRA

the past70years and restore the Valley in the same format
as was handed over by Maharaja Hari Singh,” Singh said.

He underlined the central government’s “proactive” steps
in bringing development to the Valley, especially with respect
to neutralising extremist forces.

“The border dwellers, in spite of the hardships they face,
have asked us to take strong action against cross-border
shelling. We have given our forces confidence and freedom
to act on the borders, and the results are for everyone to see.

“We have been able to neutralise many terrorists and foil
infiltration bids. Our crackdown on terror funding in the
Valley is another step to step towards restoring normalcy in
the state,” he said.

Hitting out at the past political regimes for “mishandling
Kashmir”, Jammu and Kashmir Deputy Chief Minister Nir-
mal Singh, who was also present on the occasion, said the
Modi Government was the only “ray of hope” for the people.

“In a first, the Centre and the state Government are on
the same page with regard to dealing with terrorism and
separatism,” he said.

On questions being raised against the PDP-BJP coalition
in the state, the Deputy CM said such an alliance was a “bold
decision”. “We had to leave a lot of issues dear to us for the
larger interest of the state,” he said.

Union minister Jitendra Singh said the foreign outreach
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi was one of the major
achievements of the current dispensation at the Centre.

“Many nations that were earlier not convinced with India’s
position on Kashmir have come around. It gives the country
a major boost in putting forth its stand on the matter on a
global platform,” he said.

Talking about the return of Kashmiri Pandits to the Val-
ley, the MoS said it was imperative to “create a conducive
atmosphere so that the community members returns volun-
tarily”.

Former MP Tarun Vijay, who was also present at the event,
saluted the sacrifice of civilians, policemen and army person-
nel who laid down their lives while battling terrorist forces.

Lt Fayaz, an Army officer of Rajputana Rifles, was ab-
ducted and killed by militants in south Kashmir’s Shopian
district on May 9 this year.

Srinagar DySP Mohammed Ayub Pandith waslynched to
death outside Jamia Masjid in Nowhatta on June 22 while
Sub inspector Feroz Ahmed Dar was killed by LeT terrorists
in Anantnag on June 16.

LOCALS

The army after resorting to firing rescued the criminal
and took him along with them,” said a group of villagers to
news agency CNS.

The agitated locals hit to roads after the incident and
pelted stones on government forces. The clashes left many
people wounded. As per locals, the government forces used
tear-smoke shells to disperse the protesters who shouted
anti-India and pro-freedom slogans.

The clashes between protesters and the government
forces created panic in the area. On the directions of Chief
Medical Officer Kulgam, the Government High School was
closed down for the day due to uncertain situation.

Reports said that protesters continued to protest de-
manding through investigation into the matter and registra-
tion of case against Army for rescuing the criminal respon-
sible for the braid chopping act.

Pertinently, same allegations were levelled by locals on
Army in Malwan village of the district.

Meanwhile, at Yamrach village of the same district, the
braid of ayoung girl was chopped off during mid-night hours
of Tuesday. The victim has been identified as Mahroofa jan
daughter of Ghulam Ahmed Ganaie.

When contacted, a top police official from the district
denied the reports that anybody has suffered any injury. He
added that a hoax was created to malign the image of army.
“Aftertheincident, we asked people to record their statements
but nobody came forward,” he said.

NIA

Mr Madhav, who is also BJP central leader’s pointman
for J&K affairs, told the meeting that firm actions against
“funding channel” has weakened the terror outfits and the

NIA raids and questioning of some top leaders have pushed
groups like Lashkar-e-Toiba to the wall.

The general refrain among the BJP leaders from the state
has been that “tough actions” have started showing results.
According to sources, the BJP poll strategists in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh propose to highlight these as “achieve-
ments” of the BJP-led NDA dispensation.

Asection ofleaders from Gujarat have suggested allnames
of key terror group leaders those who have been eliminated
duringlast few months must be highlighted and taken to the
people.

“There will be twin benefits. One nationalistic feelings
will always help the BJP and secondly this could also result
in polaristaion among hardliner Hindu voters as has been
experienced in past assembly elections in 2002 and 2007,”
the source said.

Mr Madhav reportedly told party leaders that stone-
pelting incidents have come down drastically compared to
2016 and therefore there is a need to the minimise the use of
pellet guns in Kashmir Valley by security forces.

The Home Minister said his ministryis already exploring
other methodologies to fight terror menace in the northern
state. At the BJP National Executive meet, Mr Madhav and
other leaders from the state insisted that there can be talks
with separatist groups and others only under the ambit of the
Indian Constitution.

According to sources, one senior representative of the
government said there is no second opinion about that as “we
all are servants of the Constitution”.

Mr Ram Madhavon Tuesday lauded elimination of Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Abdul Qayoom Najar who waskilled
in gunbattle with security forces in Uri sector. “Longest sur-
viving terrorist of Kashmir Qayoom Najar killed today at LoC
Lassipora Uri,” he wrote in a tweet.

It is also worth mentioning that Mr Modi told the closed
door meeting of BJP leaders on Monday that as many as 90
fugitives and terrorists would soon be brought back to India.

TRAL

Sheikh, a salesman at a grocery store at Bus Stand Tral,
was at work when the attack took place.

As the news of his death spread, shopkeepers downed
their shutters and traffic went off the roads at Bus Stand Tral.

LMD

Chowdhary Zulfkar Ali by Secretary JKSSB Tassaduq
Hussain at a meeting here today.

The meeting was convened by the Minister to review the
selection status of various posts referred to JKSSB by the
departments of Information, FCS&CA and LMD.

Responding to the concern raised by the Minister over
the delayin the selection process, Secretary SSB assured him
that the selection process of all 403 posts referred by the
Information, FCS&CA and LMD would be completed by 31
December 2017.

The meeting was informed that since 2005 Information
Department hasreferred 205 posts under different categories
to SSB, out of which selection process of 49 has been com-
pleted, while the process for the rest 156 is pending.

Likewise, the concerned officers from FCS&CA revealed
that the selection process of 233 posts referred to the board
is yet to be initiated. 14 posts of LMD are also pending with
SSB for the selection, the meeting was informed.

Expressing concern over theinordinate delayin the selec-
tion process, the Minister said the present Government had
strengthened the JKSSB to expedite the selection process of
referred posts.

Expressing dismay over the delay in completing the re-
cruitment process, the Minister said despite getting all the
Government support, the delay in selection by JKSSB is
unwarranted. He said such delays put a question mark on the
functioning of entire recruitment system.

Asking JKSSB to expedite the recruitment process, the
Minister said there are many unemployed youth whose career
gets adversely affected due to delay in the selection process.
Quoting some examples, the Minister said there are some,
especially girls whose marriages got delayed for want of job.
Zulfkar Ali said as a responsible body it is imperative that
the JKSSB expedites the selection of the referred posts.

The Minister directed the concerned heads of Information,
FCS&CA and LMD to designate a nodal officer from their
respective departments who will coordinate with JKSSB so
that the referred posts are filled within the stipulated time.

Healsodirected that the respective departmental boards
of Information, FCS&CA and LMD would complete the re-
cruitment of various posts mainly class forth, which they are
authorized to do, within a period of 45 days.

Commissioner Secretary Information Department M H
Malik, Commissioner Secretary FCS&CA Shafiq Raina, Di-
rector FCS&CA Jammu, R A Inquilabi, Director FCS&CA

Kashmir Nissar Ahmad Wani, Director Information, Muneer-
ul-Islam, Special Secretary Information R K Katoch Joint
Controller LMD Jammu V S Sambyal, Deputy Controller
LMD and other concerned officers were present in the meet-

ing.
on May 30 this year.

The protesting students of various departments raised
slogans against NIA and India. They also shouted pro-azadi
slogans while marching through the campus.

Meanwhile, the students at Islamic University of Science
and Technology (IUST) Awantipora also held protest against
the NIA summon to Kashmir University Scholar Aala Fazli.

Holding placards and banners, the protesting students
demanded immediate end to the “questioning” of Aala at the
hands of NIA.

The protesting students also raised slogans against the
recent grenade blast at Tral killing two civilians including an
IUST student Pinky Kour.

DYCM

problem of Kashmiris full of complexities and confusions
stretching more than 70 years and several vested interests
havebeen creating further confusion by spreading falsehood
and canards. He said since its inception, the current Govern-
mentistryingits best todo away with the false notions which
were being created by the neighbouring country and the
thrustistousheran era of accountability,empowerment and
sustained development in the State.

The Deputy Chief Minister said it was due to the faulty
policies being adopted that the State was pushed into an era
of chaos and political disempowerment, which the current
government is addressing the same steadfastly and results
are also coming to the fore. He said the current Central Gov-
ernment is trying its level best to bring the Kashmir problem
to a decisive end and it is because of focus shift policy on
Kashmir under the leadership of Narendra Modi that the
nefarious designs of the enemies of the country are exposed
atevery diplomaticlevel acrossthe globe as aresult of it many
close aides have also started disowning them on every front.

The Deputy Chief Minister said the ongoing operations
by the security forces in Kashmir have been very successful
in neutralizing enemies of peace who are trying to disturb
peace and push the State into chaos and confusion. He said
therecent NIA raids have further broken the moneylaunder-
ing nexus resulting in sharp decline in the stone pelting in-
cidents.

Dr Singh also attended the homage ceremony, organized
in the memory of Lt Ummer Fayaz, Ayub Pandit, at IIC,

T WELEARE

and fertilisers,” he said.

Dr Awasthi also launched IFFCO Yuva, a skill and em-
ployment-based initiative for youth.

“This platform will connect youth with the IFFCO skill
and job training. I would like to invite the youth especially
those associated with farmer’s family to join this program,”
he said.

Earlier, continuing IFFCO’s Golden Jubilee Celebration
programme, 120th programme was organised at the Kashmir
Apex Society, Nowgam Bye pass. Dr Awasthi was the chief
guest of this programme while Haji Ali Mohd Wani , Chief
Patron Kashmir Apex, Altaf Ahmed Andrabi, Director Agri-
culture, Kashmir, Peerzada Hafizullah, Bashir Ahmed Bhat,
Secretary Cooperation also attended this programme.

Muhammad Yousuf Dar, President Fruit Association also
attended this programme. Yoginder Kumar, Executive Direc-
tor IFFCO Delhi also spoke to farmers and Cooperative mem-
bers about the use of various new IFFCO product like Biofer-
tilizers, Water soluble fertilizers and especially seaweed
product Sagarika.

He discussed how to use them in fruit and field crops. “I
urge farmers to use them for best productivity.”

Altaf Ahmed Andarbi, Director Agri Kashmir explained
about various schemes launched for benefit of orchardists
and farmers. Bashir Ahmed Bhat Secretary Cooperation and
Peerjada Hafizullah RCS J&K also talked about the present
scenario and further initiatives taken for the development of
cooperatives in the state. Some progressive farmers and co-
operators also expressed their view.

The MD also addressed the farmers and co-operators and
assured them that every effort will be taken to strengthen
the cooperatives and also to increase the agriculture know-
how of farmers.

On the occasion 10 best farmers and 10 best cooperative
members were honoured by Dr Awasthi for their contribution
in agriculture and cooperatives.
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PIB Srinagar organizes 8th Rural Media

Workshop/

Leh 27 September: Press Informa-
tion Bureau, Srinagar organized a
one day Rural Media Workshop/ Var-
talap Wednesday at DC Office Confer-
ence Hall Leh aiming at sensitization
of local media about various Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes.

The program was inaugurated by
Deputy Commissioner Leh, Avny
Lavasa, presided by former IIS officer
and senior writer Shri Ab Gani Shei-
ekh and included 40 eminent media
persons, local officials and other dis-
trict administration officers.

Smt Bharti Vaid ADG (M&C), Press
Information Bureau Srinagarwelcomed
the guests and afterwards highlight-
ed therole of media. Speaking onthe
occasion she said that active partici-
pation of media to highlight the dif-
ferent government sponsored schemes
is important to spread awareness
among the rural people so that they
can get benefitted properly.

She maintained that Rural Media
awareness is important at grass root

not entirely focus on negative issues.
“Constructive criticism is welcome,
but at the same time the positive as-
pectsshould notbeignored,” She said.

Deputy Director, PIB Srinagar

Vartala atLeh

ism should act as a bridge between
people and government. He said that
media has a vital role to highlight
different projects and schemes of the
government so that the benefitsreach

Shri Morup Stanzin, President
Press Club of Leh highlighted the
problem of internet connectivity in
Leh which hinders the dissemination
of information to local people effec-
tively.

ZEO Leh, Shri Paldan Tundup,
BMO Leh, Dr. Mohd Igbal, News
Editor AIR Leh, Shri Kush Nahar,
DIO NIC Leh, and Volunteers of Ne-
hruYuva Kendra also participated in
the event highlighting different
schemes of the government and the
role of media for effective outreach.

Media persons hailed the efforts
of PIB for organizing the program to
highlight the benefits of Centrally
Sponsored Schemes for rural people
and therole played by thelocal media
for awareness among the masses.

They expressed their views of or-
ganizing more workshopslike thisin
future to get more information about
different government related schemes.

The program concluded with the
vote of thanks by ADG PIB Srinagar

Cabinet approves Agreement on “Cooperation in the field of Information,
Communication and Media” between India and Ethiopia

New Delhi, September 27: The Union
Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has given its approval to sign the
Agreement between India and Ethiopia on
“’Cooperation in the field of Information,
Communication and Media”.

It aims to harness the growing power of
Information, Communication and Media for
information dissemination and enhancing
outreach between the two countries for
inclusive development. It will also enhance
peopleto people contact through exchange
programmes. It would also provide an op-
portunity for both the nations to share best

practices and new innovations in the field
of Information, Communication & Media.

The Agreement will encourage coop-
eration between mass media tools such as
radio, print media, TV, social media etc. to
provide more opportunities to the people of
both the nations and create public account-
ability.

The Agreement, through an institutional
framework will facilitate exchange of delega-
tions, personnel between the two nations,
providing them opportunities to learn from
each other’s best practices, bringing in eq-
uity and inclusiveness.

Cabinet approves permanent transfer of land
measuring 1899 sq.m. by AAl to Lucknow

New Delhi, September 27: The Union
Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its approval to the
permanent transfer of land measuring 1899
sq.m. by Airports Authority of India (AAI) to
Lucknow Metro Rail Corportion (LMRC) at
Chaudhary Charan Singh International Air-

The land is required by LMRC for the
construction of Entry/Exit structure for Trans-
port Nagar Metro Station which is an opera-
tional requirement of LMRC. This is a Public
Utility Project of mass transportation to be
used by the public at large, and will provide
better connectivity and convenience to gen-

level and reiterated that media should

Shri Ghulam Abbass said that journal-

to the deserving people.

Smt Bharti Vaid.

port, Lucknow.

eral public.

Cabinet approves signing of (i) Inter-hank Local Currency Credit Line
Agreement and (ii) Cooperation Memorandum relating to Credit Ratings
by EDIM Bank under BRICS Interbank Cooperation mechanism

New Delhi, September 27:
The Union Cabinet chaired
by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its
approval to the signing of the
(i) Interbank Local Currency
Credit Line Agreement and
(ii) Cooperation Memorandum
Relating to Credit Ratings by
Exim Bankwith participating
member banksunder BRICS
Interbank Cooperation Mech-
anism. Asboth the Agreement
and the MoU are umbrella
pacts, and are non-binding
innature, the Board of Direc-
tors of Exim Bank has been
authorized to negotiate and
conclude anyindividual con-
tracts and commitments
within their framework.

The Agreements will pro-

mote multilateral interaction
within the area of mutual
interest which will deepen
political and economic rela-
tions with BRICS nations.
Signing of the Agreement
will position Exim Bank in
the international platform
alongwithlarge development
financeinstitutions, like CDS,
VEB and BNDES. At an ap-
propriate time, Exim Bank,
leveragingthisumbrellaagree-
ment, could enter into bilat-
eral agreement with any of
these member institutionsto
raise resources for its busi-
ness. As and when an oppor-
tunity arises for co-financing
in commercial terms, by any
two memberinstitutions (say
Indiaand South Africa),lend-

inginsingle currencybyboth
the institutions would also
be possible. Exim Bank fi-
nances, facilitates and pro-
motes India's international
trade. It provides competitive
finance at various stages of
the business cycle covering
import oftechnology, export
productdevelopment, export
production and export cred-
it at pre-shipment and post-
shipment stages and invest-
ments overseas. The initial
Master Agreement on Extend-
ing Credit Facility in Local
Currency under the BRICS
Interbank Cooperation Mech-
anism had a validity of five
years, which has expired in
March 2017. Itis understood
thatsome ofthememberbanks

(like CDBand VEB; CDB and
BNDES) have entered into
bilateral agreements forlocal
currency financing under the
Master Agreement signed in
2012. Although the current
conditions are not conducive
tousage,itwasuseful tokeep
the samealive as an enabling
feature in case a suitable op-
portunity materializes in
future. Exim Bank raises
resources in the off-shore
marketindiverse currencies
and swaps to mitigate therisk.
The umbrella Agreement
would serve as an enabler to
enterintobilateral agreements
with member banks subject
tonational laws, regulations
and internal policies of the
signatories.

Cabinet approves umbrella scheme
of Modernisation of Police Forces

New Delhi, September 27:
The Union Cabinet chaired
by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, has given its
approval forimplementation
of umbrella scheme of "Mod-
ernisation of Police Forces
(MPF)" for years 2017-18 to
2019-20. The financial outlay
forthe scheme over the three
year’s period is Rs.25,060
crore, out of which the Central
Government share will be
Rs.18,636 croreand the States’
sharewillbe Rs.6,424 crore.

Salient Features:

o Special provision has
been made under the Scheme
forinternal security, law and
order, women security, avail-
ability of modern weapons,
mobility of police forces, lo-
gistics support, hiring of he-
licopters, upgradation of

police wireless, National
Satellite Network, CCTNS
project, E-prison project etc.
o Under the umbrella
scheme, central budget out-
layof Rs.10,132 crorehasbeen
earmarked for internal secu-
rity related expenditure for
Jammu & Kashmir, North
Eastern States and left wing
extremism affected States.
o Scheme of Special Cen-
tral Assistance (SCA) for 35
worst LWE affected districts
hasbeenintroduced with an
outlay of Rs.3,000 crore to
tackle the issue of underde-
velopment in these district.
0 AnoutlayofRs.100 crore
has been earmarked in the
North Eastern States for po-
lice infrastructure upgrada-
tion, training institutes, in-
vestigation facilities etc.

o Implementation of this
scheme would bolster the
Government's ability to ad-
dress challenges faced in dif-
ferent theatres such as areas
affected by LWE, Jammu and
Kashmir and North East ef-
fectively and undertake de-
velopmentinterventions which
will catalyze inimproving the
quality of life in these areas
and help combat these chal-
lenges effectively at the same
time.

o Newinitiatives are be-
ing introduced to provide
assistance to States for up-
gradation of policeinfrastruc-
ture, forensic science labora-
tories, institutions and the
equipmentavailable with them
to plug critical gaps in the
criminal justice system. Po-
lice Stations will be integrat-

ed to set up a national data
base of crime and criminals’
records. Itwillbelinked with
other pillars of criminal jus-
tice system such as ‘prisons,
forensicscience laboratories
and prosecution offices.

o The umbrella scheme
also provides for setting up
of a State-of Art forensic sci-
ence laboratory in Amravati
and upgradation of Sardar
Patel Global Centre for Secu-
rity, Counter Terrorism and
AntiInsurgencyinJaipurand
Gujarat Forensic Science Uni-
versity in Gandhi Nagar.

It is expected that the
umbrellascheme, "Moderni-
sation of Police Forces (MPF)"
willgo along way toboost the
capability and efficiency of
Central and State Police
Forcesbymodernizing them.

Cabinet approves Mol
between India and Belarus in
the oil and gas sector

New Delhi, September 27: The Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-post
facto approval for a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed between India and Belarus in the oil and gas sector.
The MoU was signed on 12th September, 2017 during the
visit of President of Belarus to India.

The MoU will promote bilateral relationship between
India and Belarus and it is envisaged to enhance the eco-
nomicand commercial cooperation between the two sides in
oil and natural gas sector. Under the MoU, both sides will
work towards establishing cooperation in the areas of upstream
and downstream activities, capacity building, technology
transfer, enhanced oil recovery and development of mature
fields in India.

The MoU shall remain in force for three years for the day
of its signing.

Cahinet approves bilateral Mol between India
and Afghanistan on Technical Cooperation on
Police Training and Development

New Delhi, September 27: The Union Cabinet chaired by
the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its ap-
proval for signing an MoU between India and Afghanistan
on Technical Cooperation on Police Training and Develop-
ment. The MoU will help in capacity building of Afghanistan
National Police and improving the security apparatus in the
region.

It has been approved for a period of 5 years from the date
of signing the MoU and shall be extended for a further pe-
riod of 5 years on the condition that are not further changes
and or revision.

Background:

India and Afghanistan have friendly relations and the
police personnel of Afghanistan National Police come regu-
larly for training purposes in different training institutes of
India.

Indiaand Afghanistan have already signed an "Agreement
on strategic partnership" between the two countries in Oc-
tober, 2011. A meeting was held between delegates of the
Ministry of Interior Affairs, Afghanistan, United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Afghanistan and officials
of the Bureau of Police Research & Development (BPR&D),
MHA at New Delhiin October 2016 and Afghanistan delegates
expressed their desire for assistance from India in the field

Dr. Harshvardhan Inaugurates
Exhibition On Swachhata Hi Seva

New Delhi, September 27: Minister for
Science & Technology and Earth Sciences and
Environment, Forest and Climate change,
Dr. Harshvardhan inaugurated an exhibition
on Swachhata Hi Seva, organized by Ministry
of Science & Technology and Ministry of Earth
Sciences and coordinated by Council of Sci-
entific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

The exhibition highlighted the technolo-
giesand products developed by these science
ministries which are being used for Swach-
hata Abhiyan of Government of India. The
exhibition comprised of demonstration of
models, and technologies explaining scien-
tific and technological intervention brought
in by these ministries.

CSIR showcased the technology of Terafil
and tiles made from plastic waste. Terafil is
alow costburnt red clay porous media (disc/
candle), used for filtration & treatment of
turbid raw water into clean drinking water
for domestic/ community applications. It
can be fixed with any container for purifica-
tion of water. Itoperateswithout electricity,
spent water and sludge management.

Tiles made from waste plastics were dem-
onstrated. Novel features of these tilesinclude
its high mechanical strength, flame retar-
dency, UV protection and anti-staticresponse.
Thesetiles canbeused in designing of structure
like Smart Toilets that will be beneficial for the
villages and large section of the society.

Several posters depicting the technologi-
calintervention made for Swachh Bharat were
also displayed. CSIR undertook the study of
special properties of Ganga water which in-
clude medicinal and anti-bacterial properties.
Rich and diverse population of bacteriophag-

es against various type of bacteria were ob-
served in Ganga water. CSIR monitored
sediment and water quality of river Ganga
from Gomukh to Gangasagar at 70 locations
and also 35 locations along river Narmada
and river Yamuna for comparative study.

CSIR demonstrated, how mobile van de-
veloped by its Laboratory monitors air qual-
ity and provide instantaneous data relating
to vehicular emissions. Data helps to iden-
tify the areas with high level of air pollution
and suggest remedial measures to contain
air pollution. CSIR also displayed technology
for eco-restoration of mine through use of
biotechnology.

CSIR has developed Phytorid Waste Wa-
ter Treatment technology. The technology
involves a constructed wetland exclusively
designed for the treatment of municipal, ur-
ban, agricultural and industrial wastewater.
The phytorid technology can be constructed
inseries and parallel modules / cells depend-
ing on the land availability and quantity of
wastewater to be treated.

Multi-sector application of climate and
weather informatics which is helpful for so-
ciety and industries was also displayed.

CSIR-CLRI has developed and deployed
the technologies for end-of-pipe treatment
for the waste generated in leather processing
and increasing the efficiency of the common
effluent treatment plants.

The autonomous institutes of Department
of Science & Technology(DST) exhibited the
technologies they developed that are relevant
to Swachhata Mission as part of ‘Swachhta
Hi Seva’.

The Institute of Nanoscience & Technol-

ogy, Mohali has developed a technology for
low cost water purification system for domes-
tic and industrial waste water treatment. It
uses nano absorbents to treat water from
toxic wastes.

The other technology is for recovering
Nanostructured materials from the used bat-
teries waste and industrial waste using envi-
ronment friendly approach. The materials
recovered include metal oxide, silica, sodium
nitrate and sodium carbonate which can be
used for treatments of organic pollutants in
water.

National Innovation Foundation showcased
ideal technologies developed by innovators
for waste collection to fulfill the objective of
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan”. It can be boon for
sanitation workers as it reduces effort and
time but increases coverage and frequency
of area being cleaned. The first one is Wrap-
per Picker, designed to collect light weight
garbage except fine dust. It is battery oper-
ated device with an in-built provision to in-
dicate the status of charge in battery. The
other one is INSPIRE awarded innovation
called Manual Waste Lifting and Dumping
Device. Itis helpful in providing manual and
mobile waste tool with picking and dumping
facility to make it more effective.

Vigyan Prasar showcased sanitation and
hygienicpracticesinavery simplified manner
that should be carried out in day to day lives
by different sections of society.

Department of Bio-Technology (DBT)
showcased a range of technologies like clean
energy, river cleaninginitiatives, technologies
to clean up waste water, supporting bio-toilets
and a range of other waste management &

utilization technologies.

India’s first home grown technology to
convert biomass to ethanol with speed and
efficiency was developed by the Institute of
Chemical Technology, Mumbai. The rate of
conversion of biomass to ethanol in this tech-
nology is faster than other technologies cur-
rently available in the international market.
Thetechnology hasbeen transferred to BPCL
and HPCL for building commercial scale bio-
mass to ethanol plants expected by 2018

Novel bio-toilet technologies that prom-
ises cleaner India

Innovative bio-toilet ideas generated
through Reinvent the Toilet Challenge India
was launched by the Grand Challenges India
framework. Under this initiative 6 new bio-
toilettechnologieshavebeen supported. Around
100 toilets have been set up to demonstrate
the technology. Several bio-toilets set up in
schools of North Eastern States. The tech-
nologies focused on redesigning the toilet
seat, making it more eco-friendly. Off-grid,
self-sustained, modular, electronictoilethave
been innovated for slums, with solar energy
for Indian weather and integrated with mixed
waste processing unit & water, energy/ fertil-
izer recovery. Septic tanks have been empow-
ered by converting them into decentralized
wastewater treatment system.

DBT collaborated with the Dutch to help
clean Delhi’s Barapullah drain. Thisinitiative
would later expand to efforts for cleaning
Yamuna River. In the next five years, a waste-
water treatment plant to make the filthy wa-
ter potableis scheduled to be set up. The plant
will also remove heavy metals from the water
for reuse.

Cabinet approves revision of policy for providing Defence land to Communication
Operators for construction of Shared Communication Towers and allied Infrastructure

of Police training, police development, law enforcement,
strengthening the rule of law in Afghanistan and building
sustainable long term cooperation. In order to take this co-
operation forward this MoU has been jointly agreed through

diplomatic channels.

® 00 ©

New Delhi, September 26:
The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi has approved a
proposal for revision of pol-

icy of Ministry of Defence for
providing Defence land to
Communication Operators
for construction of Shared
Communication Towers and

allied Infrastructure, based
on experienceinimplement-
ingthe policy and guidelines
issued by Department of Tele-
communications (DoT) for

issue of clearance for instal-
lation of Mobile Towers. The
revised policy will cover al-
lotment of Defence land on
lease and grant of permission

in Defence areas and Canton-
ments to Access Service Li-
censees and Companies reg-
istered with DoT as IP-I for
setting up shared communi-

cation towers and allied in-
frastructure. Thiswillimprove
the quality of communication
services in the Cantonments
and Military Stations.
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Power problem

Universal access to electricity has been a famil-
iar and long-standing promise of governments at
the Centre. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
signalled he is serious about providing this by own-
ing responsibility for its realisation. Success, how-
ever, will require more than just budgetary fund
allocation; it will depend largely on addressing
structural issues that plague the broken power
sector. The Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar
Yojana, or the ‘Saubhagya’ scheme, launched by
Mr. Modi aims to make electricity accessible to
every household by the end of 2018. Under the
scheme, expected to cost a little over 116,000
crore, poor households that have no access to
electricity will be provided electricity connections
free of cost. This builds on previous work carried
out under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana launched in 2015, and the Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana launched by the
UPA governmentin 2005, both of which also aimed
to provide free electricity connections to the poor.
In particular, it hopes to improve electricity access
within villages that are already classified as “elec-
trified”, according to the criterion that 10% of house-
holds enjoy access to electricity. However, the
Saubhagya scheme does very little to address the
real problem of affordability. In fact, by failing to
accountforillegal connections taken by households
which find it difficult to afford legal access to pow-
er, government data on electricity accessibility un-
derstate penetration.

Afree electricity connection can ease the finan-
cial burden on the poor to some degree, but it will
not address the recurring burden of power bills.
The aim of improving affordability would require
that supply be increased drastically to lower the
price paid by retail consumers. Paradoxically, amidst
the government’s claims that India is a power-
surplus nation, the power generation utilities remain
vastly under-utilised. The plant load factor (PLF) of
coal and lignite-based plants, an indicator of capac-
ity utilisation of power generation units, has dropped
consistently over the decade from 77.5% in 2009-
10 to 59.88% in 2016-17, according to data from
the Central Electricity Authority. This is due to de-
mand for electricity from State distribution compa-
nies dropping in tandem with their deteriorating
financial status. The Ujwal DISCOM Assurance
Yojana (UDAY), introduced two years ago to re-
structure the debt of State distribution agencies,
has failed to make enough of a difference to this
state of affairs. The outcome is not surprising,
given that UDAY has failed to address the root
problem of populism in the pricing of electricity. In
the absence of the freedom to sell at a profitable
price, distribution agencies have had very little in-
centive to demand more electricity from power
generators, as evidentin the constantly falling PLF.
This in turn holds back investment in power gen-
eration units. Saubhagya, unfortunately, does very
little to address the fundamentals of India’s crippling
power problem.

OF PARAMOUNT

INTEREST?

» Suhasini Haidar

InJune 1945, India’s princely states sent
a single representative to sign the Charter
of the United Nations at the San Francisco
conference, a charter that realised Alfred
Tennyson’s poem where he called for a “Par-
liament of man, Federation of the world.”
“There the common sense of most shall hold
afretful realm in awe, and the kindly earth
shall slumber, lapped in universal law,” Ten-
nyson wrote in his work, ‘Locksley Hall’,
spelling out his vision for aworld where the
“war-drum throbbd no longer, and the
battle flags were furled.”

The poem was famously carried by U.S.
President Harry Truman in his wallet, which
he called hisinspiration as the UN Charter
wasbeingdrafted. A. RamaswamiMudaliar,
then the Dewan of Mysore added prose to
that poetry as he spoke on behalf of undi-
vided India with the words, “There is one
great reality... which all religions teach...
the dignity of the common man.”

A word war

As the bitterly divided Indian and Pak-
istani delegations stood up over the past
week to face each other more than 70 years
later, however, all those words rang hollow.
Reality was in short supply, as even the
photograph brandished by Pakistan’s envoy
Maleeha Lodhi as being from Jammu and
Kashmirturned outtobe from Gaza; religion
became cause to divide rather than build a
common understanding, and the dignity of
the United Nations, let alone the common
man, disappeared as each side used its mul-
tiple rights of reply for name-calling and
rhetoric hurled at the other. Of course, the
India-Pakistan word-war was outdone by
the U.S. and North Korea who sparred over
Pyongyang’s latest provocations.

Secretary General’s list

However, itwasn’tthelanguage employed
that made the UN’s 72nd General Assembly
one of its most disappointing sessions, but
the picture of the UN’s ineffectiveness on
each of the issues confronting the world
today, that were spelt out by the Secretary
General Anténio Guterres in his speech on
September 19. “We are a world in pieces,
we need to be a world at peace,” he said,
listing the world’s seven biggest threats:
nuclear peril, terrorism, unresolved conflicts
and violations of international humanitar-
ian law, climate change, growing inequal-
ity, cyber warfare and misuse of artificial
intelligence, and human mobility, or refugees.
Even a cursory glance shows that each of
theseissuessawlittlemovementatthe UNGA.

To begin with, the UN’s actions in re-
sponse to North Korea’s missiles and nu-
clear tests justamounted to another round
of sanctions against the Kim Jong-unregime.
Past history points to the slim chances of
success of this tack. Since 1966, the UN
Security Council has established 26 sanc-
tions regimes, of which about half are still
active. In some cases, the sanctions only
squeezed the country’s poor, asin Zimbabwe
(Southern Rhodesia) and DPRK itself, while
not changing its belligerent positions. In
most cases, the misery was heightened by

international military interventions, from
Yugoslavia to Libya and Yemen. Even the
Talibanregimein Afghanistan, againstwhich
the U.S. and Russia united to pass a slew of
economic, political and travel sanctions in
the 1990s, didn’t change course on its sup-
port to al-Qaeda or its brutal treatment of
women and minorities. The truth is that
sanctions do not work on rogue states; they
onlyhelpisolate their populations from the
world, which in turn tightens the regime’s
stranglehold onits people, and strengthens
its resolve to disregard the UN.

Lacking guarantees

In addition, to those who may just con-
sider, as Libya did, to relinquish nuclear
weapons, the fact that NATO destroyed
Libyaanywayis a disincentive. The UN has
done itself no favours by failing to censure
NATO on violating its mandate only to the
responsibility to protect (R2P) and not for
regime change in Libya in 2011. To other
countries that may enter talks, as Iran did,
theimminent threat from the U.S. of walk-
ing out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (P5+1 agreement) would make them
question the efficacy of the UN in guaran-
teeing any deal struck. Other decisions of
the Trump administration in the U.S., to
walk out of the climate change agreement
as well as threaten to cancel its funding
contributions to the UN, have also seen
little comment from the world body, which
furtherreducestherespectitis viewed with.

Nowhere is that lack of respect more
obvious than regarding Myanmar, where
the militaryjuntafaced sanctionsforyears.
Despiteinviting former UN Secretary Gen-

eral Kofi Annan to prepare a report on Ra-
khine state, post-democracy Myanmar has
been able to carry out one of the region’s
most frightening massacres just days after
the report was submitted. On the basis of
satellite pictures, and eyewitness accounts,
the UN Human Rights chief called military
action a “textbook case of ethnic cleansing”,
ashalfamillion Rohingya fled for theirlives
from Rakhine villages that were then burnt
down, withlandmineslaid along the border
to Bangladesh to prevent their return. The
Security Council will now meet on Thursday
to consider the situation, but it is short on
ideasandlate onaction, and restoring more
than a million stateless refugees to their
homes seems a daunting task, even for a
world-body that was set up expressly to
ensure that such a displacement would
“never again” be allowed to occur.

Asimilarimpotencyhasbeenimparted
tothe UN on the issue of terrorism. India’s
grievances herearejustified and area symp-
tom of the UN’s powerlessness to enforce
even the basic strictures against terrorists
it sanctions, given that Hafiz Saeed and
associates now plan to stand for public of-
fice in Pakistan, while others like Zakiur
Rehman Lakhvi, who received bail despite
UN financial sanctions, have simply disap-
peared. Meanwhile India struggles to con-
vince China to allow the Security Council
to sanction Masood Azhar, whose release
in exchange for hostages in 1999 should
have been proof enough of his perfidy.

Mr. Guterres’s concerns about what he
callsthe “dark side of innovation” are valid,
and the world is seeing an increasing num-

ber of cyber-attacks, especially from non-
state actors. But the UN must do more to
act on attacks carried out by states, espe-
cially those that are permanent members
of the Security Council. Both Russia and
the U.S. have been known to use cyber war-
fare, butequally the use of new-age warfare
— drones, robotic soldiers and remote kill-
ings — must see more regulation from the
international community.

Each one ‘first’

Solving the world’s inequalities, the last
point on his list, where Mr. Guterres point-
ed out that “eight men represent as much
of the world’s wealth as half of all human-
ity”, willbeaharder and harder task for the
UN, where member countries speak only
of putting themselves “first”.

Clearly the vision of the UN dreamt by
Tennyson or Mudaliar or any of the leaders
overtime hasfarto go. Theimportantissue
is the road it employs, and the respect the
institution is accorded, not just as a struc-
ture at New York’s 42nd Street, but ashared
ideal. Thiswas summed up best by the UN’s
first Secretary General, Trygve Lie, whoran
anequallydivided forum and finallyresigned
from his post in 1952 saying, “The United
Nations will not work effectivelyifitis used
merely as forum for destructive propagan-
da. Neither will it work if it is used only as
a convenience when national interests are
directlyinvolved, and regarded with indif-
ference, or bypassed or opposed, when the
general world interest is paramount.”

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

» Radhika Santhanam

One ofthe biggest takeaways from
the federal election in Germany is
thatthe nation’s culture of guiltabout
the Holocaust has notbeen abletoact
as a bulwark against populism after
all.

The 2013-born far-right party,
Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD),
whichhasbeen gathering steam since
2015 for its sharp anti-Euro, anti-
Merkel, and anti-refugee rhetoric,
has performed much better than ex-
pected. It rode the wave of unhappi-
ness following Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s decision to welcome refugees
in 2015, and finished with an aston-
ishing 13.3% of the vote in Sunday’s
election to Bundestag. With the refu-
geecrisisbeing the definingissue this
election, it is clear that the party’s
strong stance against integration
helpeditattractvotes, although, sur-
prisingly, as the Financial Times
showed, in districts where support
for the AfD is strongest, the share of
population with a migration back-
ground is low.

It is pertinent that the AfD did
well in the former East Germany. A
poll this month found that 86% of
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Germans thought their current eco-
nomic situation as “good”; the coun-
try’s unemployment rate of 3.7% is
the lowest since October 1980. Un-
employment is higher in East Ger-
many, and living standards lower,
compared to the wealthier West.

But did the AfD do well because
of support for it or simply because
people weretired of Ms. Merkel? While
polls again show that 60% voted for
the AfD because they were disap-
pointed with other parties, the party
believes otherwise. In June, Petr
Bystron, Chairman ofthe AfD-Landes-
verband Bayern, told me that thelines
between theideologies of partieshave
blurred over the years (Ms. Merkel
has often been accused of simply fol-
lowing public opinion while making
decisions). “You can't tell one party
from another,” hesaid. “The AfD now
is where the CDU was earlier — cen-
tre-right. We areliberal conservatives.
We are the only alternative here.”

Ghosts of the past

Whether the only alternative or
not, thisisadevelopment that Germans
have been dreading. When the AfD’s
headineastern Thuringia, Bjorn Hocke,
called Berlin’s Holocaust Memorial
a “monument of shame” early this

year, his statement rattled everyone.
In the Dachau concentration camp
in south Germany, months after the
statement, Bernhard W. Schoner, a
guide, explained to me why he has
been tirelessly retelling the story of
the Nazis for two decades. “My job is
veryimportant,”hestressed, “because
theyounger generation tendsto forget.”
ForBarbaraPloch, 66,beinga German
could only be amatter of “half-pride”
— the pride stemming from the fact
that Germany welcomes refugees and
the shame relating to the past. “But I
like that it is an open society now,”
she said. But the AfD’s Alexander
Gauland seems upset precisely by that.
Aftertheresults, heannounced: “We
will chasethem down... Angela Merkel
and whoever else... and we will take
our country back.”

Confusion now prevailsinthe AfD
with Frauke Petry, the most wellknown
face of the party, quitting what she
calls an “anarchist party” with no
credible plan to govern. Whether the
party will be united and coherent in
Parliament, or become fragmented
given the early cracks, remains to be
seen. But for a fractured Germany,
the hope is that it is not revisited by
the trauma of its past.

What'’s past is present
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US congressmen move resolutionin support

of India's UN security council claim

NEW DELHI: Two Demo-
craticcongressmen haveintroduced
a resolution in the US House of
Representatives, seeking support
for India forapermanent member-
ship of the UN security council in
recognition of its growing clout
and an endorsement of democra-
cies around the world.

Itwasintroduced by AmiBera,
thelongest-serving Indian Amer-
ican in US congress and member
of the House foreign relations
committee, and Frank Pallone,
who founded the congressional
caucus on India, which has grown
into the largest country-specific
caucus on Capitol Hill.

“The five permanent members
of the United Nations Security
Council reflect the world asit was
60yearsago, and it’s time we rec-
ognise India’s role in increasing
global prosperity,” said Bera. “Se-

curing a permanent spot for India
onthe UN Security Council would
strengthen democracy around the
world.”The UNSC is the world's
top decision-making body, and its
five permanent members — the
US, UK, France, Chinaand Russia
— arethe most powerful member-
nations, with veto powers, the
exercise of which by even one of
them canstop orblock aninitiative
supported by all the rest.

India is a leading claimant to
a permanent seat on a reformed
and expanded council, with Japan,
Germany and Brazil, thathad come
together to form a pressure group
pushing the world leaders and the
bodytoward reforms, arguing that
the present set-up is woefully un-
reflective of the changing world
order.“It's in the interests of the
United States and the world tohave
a UN Security Council whose

memberscombinemilitarystrength
with respect for democracy and
pluralism, and an appreciation of
the dangers posed by rouge states

and terrorist groups,” said Pallone
in a joint statement with Bera.
Indiabelongs on the UN Security
Council and it is imperative that

Congress makes this clear to the
Trump administration and the
world,” headded.Pallonehad moved
asimilarproposalinthelast House

of Representatives in June 2016,
but that had not made it through
perhaps because of the paucity of
time —therewereonlyafewmonths
left of that Congress, with the
country focused on a bitterly di-
visive race for the White House.
If passed, the resolution will
not become a binding obligation
for the executive. It will only put
the US House of Representatives
officially on record in support of
India's bid.The executive branch
has already taken that call. Pres-
ident Donald Trump announced
his administration’s support for
India’s claim — which was first
offered by President Barack Obama
in a speech to Indian parliament
in 2010 — during his meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in June.But while Trump came
out in support of administrative
reforms of the UN to cut its bloat-

ed bureaucracy and chaired a
meeting of most of the member
nations to flag off the process, he
uttered nota word about Security
Council reforms. The Indian del-
egation to the UN noted this and
spoke out.“On 18 September, there
wasameeting here on UNreform,”
external affairs minister Sushma
Swaraj said in her address to the
general assembly pointing to the
meeting chaired by Trump. “I
participated. Iwitnessed an evident
desireforchange,to do something.”

“ButIdowanttoremindyou,”
sheadded, “that atthe 2005 World
Summit there was a consensus
that the early reform of the Se-
curity Council is an essential
element of our overall effort to
reform the United Nations.” There
is still no “text” — a formal doc-
ument that could form the basis
for negotiations.

Congress has no credible leader in Gujarat,

10 scientists receive Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize

depending on RuI Gandhi: CM Rupani

VADODARA: Gujarat chief min-
ister Vijay Rupanihas said the Congress
hasno “credible” local leaders so it is
relying heavily on partyvice president
Rahul Gandhi for campaigning for
the upcoming assembly polls.

The BJP chiefministeralso posed
a series of questions to Gandhi, who
is currently touring the state, where
assembly polls are due by the year-
end.“His (Gandhi’s) visit (to Gujarat)
isan admission that the Congress has
no crediblelocalleadership. Had they
been strong and visible, he would not
have had to come here,” Rupani told
PTI on Tuesday.“The Congress has
noissues to raise and no (state) lead-
er who could go to people and talk to
them about important matters,” he
said. The chief minister wasin Anand
near here to attend a function where
the National Dairy Development Board
(NDDB) dairy excellence awards were
presented.Targeting Gandhi, Rupani
asked himtoexplainwhythe Congress-
led UPA government delayed permis-

sion to install gates at the Sardar
Sarovar Dam, built across the Nar-
mada river, at Kevadiya.“The delay
in permission led to millions of cusec
of the Narmada water flowing into
the sea without being used,” he said.
Rupani also asked the Congress

leader to explain the reason for so
many scams occurring during the
Manmohan Singh government.

He blamed the Congress for un-
employment in the countryand main-
tained this was a result of “misman-
agement” by the UPA government

which was in power from 2004 to
2014.The chief minister said the Am-
ethi MP should tell people what steps
were taken by the UPA government
during its 10-year rule at the Centre
toaddresstheissue of unemployment
among the youth.

NEW DELHI: Ten sci-
entists were announced
winners of the annual
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
Prize, India’shighestscience
award, at a function pre-
sided over by President Ram
Nath Kovind here.The win-
ners this year for the Bio-
logical Sciences are Deepak
Nairat the Regional Centre
for Biotechnology, Farid-
abad, and Sanjeev Das,
National Institute of Im-
munology, Delhi; Chemical
Sciences, Naresh Patwari,
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy Bombay; Earth Sciences, Suresh Babu,
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Thiruva-
nanthapuram; Engineering Services, Aloke
Paul and Neelesh Mehta, Indian Institute
of Science, Bengaluru; Medical Sciences,
Amit Dutt, Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai,
and Deepak Gaur, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, New Delhi, and Physical Sciences,
Nissim Kanekar, Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research, Pune, and Vinay Gupta,

National Physical Laboratory, Delhi.

There were no awards this year for the
mathematical sciences and, for the second
year running, no women recipients. Every
year 8-10 scientists, below 45, are selected
across institutions by the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research and awarded
for outstanding scientific work in the last
five years. Since 2013 however, only two
women have been awarded.

Economist Ashok Gulati declines to

be part of NITI Aayog panel

NEW DELHI: Economist Ashok Gu-
lati has declined to become part of a
NITI Aayog panel on reforming the ag-
riculturesector by 2020. Hehasreasoned
thatunlessthe earlier recommendations
made by such committees are imple-
mented, another similar exercise is un-
likely to yield any results.

“The main reason is that there are
already 3-4 committees who have made
recommendations and hardly anything
isimplemented. So the question is, how

many more committees we want, there
is nothing new.“They should focus on
4-5thingstheywanttodoand implement
them well, rather than goingincircles...
committee after committee,” Mr. Gu-
lati said.He added that he was not in-
formed, or asked if he wanted to be a
part of the committee. “If you are form-
ingan official committee, the minimum
courtesy is to check with the member.
Nobody checked with me and suddenly
I found my name there,” he said.

Former Army officer gets
bailin Malegaon blast case

NEW DELHI: The Bombay High Court on Tuesday
granted bail to retired Major Ramesh Upadhyay, an ac-
cused in the 2008 Malegaon blast case.

Accepting Upadhyay’s plea on the ground of parity
— since the other prime accused in the case have been
granted bail by the High Court and the apex court — a
bench of Justices Ranjit More and Sadhna Jadhav
granted him bail against a personal bond of Rs 1 lakh.

While the National Investigating Agency’s (NIA)
counsel Sandesh Patil opposed the bail plea, the HC
said that its hands were tied in view of the apex court’s
directions on parity.The court also asked if Upadhyay’s
role in the blasts was larger than that of prime accused

Shrikant Purohit.

Upadhyay’s counsel, however, denied the same and
said, “The apex court had recently granted bail to Puro-
hit and that the trial court in Mumbai had also let out

two other accused persons in the case, Sudhakar

Chaturvedi and Sudhakar Dhar Dwivedi. Thus, Upad-
hyay too must be granted bail.”

The NIA, in its chargesheet, had cited transcripts of
phone conversations between Upadhyay and Purohit as
prime evidence against the former.

The Supreme Court had last month granted bail to
Purohit in the 2008 Malegaon blast case.

Seven people were killed in a bomb blast on Septem-
ber 29, 2008 at Malegaon, a communally-sensitive tex-
tile town in Nashik district of north Maharashtra.

A special MCOCA court had earlier ruled that the
ATS had wrongly applied this law against Sadhvi Prag-
ya Thakur, Purohit and nine others.

Who said what at the
India Mobile Congress

NEW DELHI: The maiden India Mobile Congress
(IMC) kicked off at Delhi's Pragati Maidan with Min-
ister of State (Independent Charge) Communications,
Manoj Sinha, inaugurating it on Wednesday.

Telecom Secretary Aruna Sundararajan and top
executives from the telecom industry converged at the
programme, which is envisioned as a platform to make
Indiaastrong definitive voicein global communication
forum.Here are the views made by key people at the
three-day event:Minister Manoj Sinha:

“We are proud to say that our country is now host-
ingits own first-ever mobile, Internet and technology
event — The India Mobile Congress. We are hopeful
that this will be a huge platform for mobile and inter-
net technology sector in the sub-continent.

"Indiais currently the second largest telecom mar-
ketin the world with 1.2 billion consumers. Investment
inthesector hasincreased 220 per centin Ithe ast four
years. Telecom creates four million direct and indirect
jobs."Connecting the nextbillion Indians to the world-
wide web is the single biggest opportunity in India.
The word is digital, becoming synonymous with every
aspect of our daily life."For India, 5G provides an op-
portunity for the industry to reach out to the global
market. India has constituted a high level 5G forum."

Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology:"We don't want to miss the
digital revolution.
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Implement no-interview policy for
group-C, D posts: Haryana chief secy

CHANDIGARH: Haryanachiefsecretary
DS Dhesi has directed administrative secre-
taries to make necessary amendments in
service rules of their departments to imple-
ment the state government’s ‘no interview’
policy for recruitment in Group-Cand D posts.

Recruitments will now be made on the
basis of written examination and minimum
educational qualification. Presiding over a
meeting of administrative secretaries, the
chiefsecretary said the interview system has
been eliminated in recruitment to Group-C
and D categories.

He said various departments will make
amendments in service rules at their own
level without taking approval from the cabi-
net, general administration department or
finance department.

For Group-D postsin those departments
where minimum qualification is just knowl-
edge of Hindi or English, the minimum
qualification will be Class 8 pass. However,
in jobs where the minimum qualification is
Class 10 or 12, the norms will remain the
same. The chief secretary said the State Eli-
gibility Test in Computer Appreciation and
Application will not be applicable on other
posts except for the post of clerk.

He said employees or persons already

having computer qualifications such as BCA,
MCA, BTech or MTech in computers from
reputed institutions, diploma in computers
from government polytechnics, Haryana
Knowledge Corporation Limited, Hartron,
DOEACC or NIELIT will be exempted from
the State Eligibility Test.

The state government has dissolved the
selection committees constituted by the gen-
eraladministration department for conduct-
ing interviews of the candidates against the
vacancies of Group-D posts with immediate
effect. In its last meeting, the cabinet de-
cided to do away with the interview system
duringthe selection processin case of recruit-
ment to Group-C and D posts.

Divergent views over
judgment in Farooqui case

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court’s
judgment acquitting Peepli Live co-director
Mahmood Farooqui has raised divergent
views in the legal community on the grey
line between sexual consent of awoman and
rape.Thejudgment by Justice Ashutosh Ku-
mar holds that in the modern world where
equality is the “buzzword” and where both
men and women are “initiators” of sexual
acts, consent should not be mere hesitation
or reluctance, but a clear and unambiguous
“No.” In short, there is no room for a feeble
“No.” Justice Kumar gave the benefit of doubt
to Mr. Farooqui on the ground that he had
no intention to rape her and it was unclear
thatshe had refused consent. The court notes
that since both Mr. Farooqui and the wom-
an are “persons of letters,” little or no resis-
tance and a feeble refusal cannotbe counted
as actual refusal.

Former Additional Solicitor General,
Indira Jaising, termed the judgment a “so-
phisticated but deeply flawed judgment on
whether or not rape took place.”

“The judgment creates a new defence in
law for the rapist which does not existin law.
There is a double presumption — absence of
intention to rape [by the accused] and non-
communication by the woman despiteaclear

‘no’ from her. ,” Ms. Jaising said. She said
the judge “has invented a defence for the
accused, which the latter did not make or
haveinlaw. The case of the accused [Farooqui]
was bare denial [of rape]. But the judge in-
troduces his own belief that the woman did,
infact, consent. The burden of claiming such
adefence, based on actual proofand evidence,
was on theaccused. Therefore, thejudgment
converted what was decidedly a defence for
the accused into the presumed consent of
thevictim.”Senior advocate K.T.S. Tulsialso
agreed with thejudge’s conclusions. He said
“sexual consent has to be categorical.

‘Consent key in defining assault’

The facts related in the FIR and the HC
judgment show that the two had gone halfway.
Insuchasituation, the woman’s refusal should
have been unambiguous. At that point, the
burden shifts to the woman to make her
refusal clear.”

Supreme Court Women Lawyers Asso-
ciation president and senior advocate Ma-
halakshmi Pavanisaid the judgment presum-
ing consent was “outrageous.” “Why did the
woman register an FIR, stand by her version
through the trial if she had consented to the
act? Thisjudgment should be appealed against
in the Supreme Court,” Ms. Pavani said.
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HEALTH

'Wearable robot' mig
paralytic patients
ability to walk

Scientists have designed a
wearable lower-limb robot exo-
skeleton that features natural
knee movement to help stroke
and spinal cord injury patients
regain ability to walk and
strengthen their muscles.

Wearable “robot-assisted
training” is quickly emerging
asamethod thathelpsimprove
gait rehabilitation.

Now, researchers from Bei-
hang University in China and
Aalborg Universityin Denmark
have designed alower-limbro-
bot exoskeleton - a wearable

- .

robot -that features naturalknee
movement to greatly improve
patients’ comfort and willing-
ness to wear it for gait rehab.

The robotic exoskeleton is
intended to help stroke patients
strengthen their physical fitness,
aid the rehabilitation training
of paralysed patients, orto assist
thosewhoneed help performing
daily activities.

Theteam focused ontheknee
joint, one of the most complex
mechanical systems within the
human body and a critical
player during gait. The knee

joint’s motion is actuated by
several skeletal muscles along
its articular surfaces, and its
centre of rotation moves.
Researchers wondered if a
parallel mechanism similar to
skeletal muscles would be use-
ful for designing a bionic knee
joint. “Ournew design features
aparallel kneejoint toimprove
the bio-imitability and adapt-
ability of the exoskeleton,” said
Weihai Chen, a professor at
Beihang University.
Theexoskeleton taps ahybrid
serial-parallel kinematic struc-

ture consisting of a 1-degree of
freedom (DOF) hipjoint module
and a 2-DOF knee joint module
in the sagittal plane.

A planar 2-DOF parallel
mechanism helps to fully ac-
commodate the motion of the
human knee - enabling rotation
and relative sliding.

Movement transparency is
critical when wearing a robot
for gait rehab. When wearing
the exoskeleton, its movement
should be synchronised and
consistent with a patient’s nat-
ural movement.
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“Ifnot, it exerts extra forces
on the human joint. And this
extra force causes patient dis-
comfort and unnatural move-
ments,” Chen said.

“To improve the transpar-
ency of the robot, we studied
the structure ofthehumanbody,
then built our model based on
abiometric design of the lower
limb exoskeleton,” Chen said.

Thisdesignisthefirstknown
use of a parallel mechanism at
thekneejoint toimitate skeletal
muscles.

“Our design goes beyond

regai

help

solving the transparency prob-
lemin the kneejoint - andit’sa
simple structure,” Chen added.

“Unlike most previous exo-
skeletons, which simplified the
knee joint as a pin joint, ours
provides 2-DOF to make the
exoskeleton’s movement con-
sistent with a patient’s natural
movement,” said Chen.

The exoskeleton’s main role
willbetohelpstrokeorspinal cord
injury patients with their rehab,
researcherssaid. Theresearchwas
published in the journal Review
of Scientific Instruments.

Cranberries may
help fight bacterial
infections: study

Eating cranberries may prevent bacterial infec-
tions and potentially minimise our dependence on
antibiotics, new research suggests. Scientists from
McGill University and INRS-Institut Armand-Frap-
pier in Canada showed that cranberry extract suc-
cessfully interrupted the communication between
bacteria associated with problematic and pervasive
infections.

The findings may have implications for develop-
ment of alternative approaches to control infections,
researchers said. Previous research has shown that
American cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon L)
contains compounds — such as proanthocyanidins
(PACs) — that provide antioxidant, anti-adhesion and
anti-microbial properties that help fend off illness.

Researchers hypothesised that cranberries may
also have an anti-virulence potential. They wanted to
know if these cranberry compounds could help man-
age bacterial infections.

By feeding fruit flies — a commonly used
model for studying human infections — cranber-
ry extract, the team discovered that cranberry
provided flies protection from a bacterial infec-
tion and they lived longer than their cranberry-
free counterparts.

In essence, the cranberry extract reduced the
severity of the bacterial infection. “This means
that cranberries could be part of the arsenal used
to manage infections and potentially minimise the
dependence on antibiotics for the global public,”
said Nathalie Tufenkji, professor at McGill Univer-
sity.

“Cranberry PACs interrupt the ability for bacteria
to communicate with each other, spread and become
virulent — a process known as quorum sensing,” said
Eric Deziel, professor at INRS-Institut Armand-
Frappier.

“The cranberry extract successfully interferes
with the chain of events associated with the spread
and severity of chronic bacterial infections,” said
Deziel.

Added to the evidence of cranberry’s role in pre-
venting recurrent urinary tract infections by block-
ing bacteria from sticking to cell walls, the current
study suggests that PACs may help control the viru-
lence or spread of potentially dangerous bacterial in-
fections around the world. The study was published
in the journal Scientific Reports.
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ALCOHOL MIXED WITH ENERGY
DRINK CAUSES SIMILAR

RISK A

Drinkinghighly caffeinated
alcoholic beverages trigger
changesinthe adolescent brain,
similar to taking cocaine, and
the consequenceslastinto adult-
hood, according to a recent
research conducted at Purdue
University. Lead researcher
Richard van Rijn looked at the
effects of highly caffeinated
energy drinks and highly caf-
feinated alcohol in adolescent
mice.

These alcohol studies cannot
be performed in adolescent
humans but changes seen in
mouse brains with drugs ofabuse
have been shown to correlate
tothoseinhumansin manydrug
studies.

These energy drinks can con-
tainas much as 10 times the caf-
feine as soda and are often mar-
keted to adolescents.

Butlittle is known about the
health effects of the drinks, es-
pecially when consumed with
alcohol during adolescence.

The study showed adolescent
mice given high-caffeine energy
drinks were not morelikely than
a control group to drink more
alcohol as adults.

But when those high levels of
caffeine were mixed with alcohol
and given to adolescent mice,
they showed physical and neu-
rochemical signs similartomice
given cocaine.

“Itseems the two substances
together push them over a limit
that causes changes in their be-
havior and changes the neuro-
chemistry in their brains,” van
Rijn said.

Adding, “We're clearly seeing
effects of the combined drinks
thatwe would not seeif drinking

o

one or the other.”

With repeated exposure to
the caffeinated alcohol, those
adolescent micebecameincreas-
inglymore active, muchlike mice
given cocaine.

The researchers also detect-
edincreasedlevels of the protein,
which is marker of long-term
changes in neurochemistry, el-
evated in those abusing drugs
such as cocaine or morphine.

“That’s onereason why it’s so
difficult for drug users to quit
because of these lasting changes
in the brain,” van Rijn said.

Those same mice, as adults,
showed a different preference or
valuation of cocaine.

Robins found that mice ex-
posedto caffeinated alcohol dur-
ing adolescence were less sensi-

tive to the pleasurable effects of
cocaine.

While this sounds positive,
it could mean that such amouse
would use more cocaine to get
the same feeling as a control
mouse.

“Micethathad been exposed
to alcohol and caffeine were
somewhat numb to the reward-
ing effects of cocaine as adults,”
van Rijn said.

“Mice that were exposed to
highly caffeinated alcoholicdrinks
later found cocaine wasn’t as
pleasurable. They may then use
more cocaine to get the same ef-
fect,” he added.

To test that theory, Robins
investigated if mice exposed to
caffeinated alcohol during ado-
lescence would consume higher

S COCAINE

amountsofasimilarly pleasurable
substance — saccharine, an ar-
tificial sweetener.

They predicted thatifthe mice
exhibited a numbed sense of re-
ward, they would consume more
saccharine.

They found that the caffeine/
alcohol-exposed mice drank
significantly more saccharine
than mice exposed to water dur-
ingadolescence, confirming that
the caffeine/alcohol-exposed
mice must have had a chemical
change in the brain.

“Their brains have been
changed in such a way that they
are more likely to abuse natural
or pleasurable substances as
adults,” van Rijn said.

The results were published
in the journal PLOS ONE.

The Unnecessary
Persistence of
Tuberculosis

The World Health Organization
has just released its annual Global
Tuberculosis Report. The reportshows
that even as tuberculosis (TB) rates
continue to fall worldwide, the epi-
demic is larger than previously esti-
mated, with 10.4 million new TB
cases globallyin 2015; over 95 percent
of TB cases happen inlow- and middle-
income countries.

14 years ago, the Global Fund was
established to finance efforts to halt
the spread of HIV/AIDS, TB, and ma-
laria. It has since become the world's
largest funder of programs aimed at
fighting these diseases, investing close
to $4 billion annually. In the years
since its inception, it has made tre-
mendous progress. The last 15 years
have seen a 37 percent decline in
global malariaincidence, a 35 percent
decline in new HIV infections and,
lagging significantly behind, an 18
percent decline in TB incidence.

Inthecase of TB, gains against the
diseasehad beendrivenbya 1.5 percent
decreaseinworldwideincidence every
year since 2000. This falls far short of
the 4--5 percent annual decrease that
would be needed toreach the goals set
by the "End TB strategy" for 2020.

I am big fan of John Oliver. And I
have been following the news related
to Opioid crisis not just in USA but
worldwide very closely for the past 3-4
yearsnow. And thisis what shocks me,
NO ONE, i mean absolutely No One is
talking about the ruling that actually
started all this.

If you look at the controlled sub-
stancesactof USA or at the prescription
drug practices before 2000 you will
realize that iOpioids were restricted
tothose suffering from cancer-related
pain. Itisin 2001 that President Clin-
tonsigned thebillintolaw that allowed
doctors to prescribe opioids to any one
suffering from pain that can not be
managed by regular analgesics. It was
called THE DECADE OF PAIN CON-
TROLAND RESEARCH. Thisaccord-
ing to me is one of the biggest reasons
why opioids are so easily available.

Huffpost must have extremelylow
levels of credulity to believe that at
night, some peoplein a car would stop
their car, identify the castes of some
passerby a simply by looking at their
face, thrash them on spot, then kidnap
them and then thrash them again.

TBis an airborne, infectious con-
dition, most commonly affecting the
lungs. Lung TB can be transmitted
through coughing, spitting, or sneez-
ing. It is an ancient disease,

Dating all the way back to prehis-
tory,soold that the Egyptian Pharaoh
Tutankhamun was once thought to
havesuffered fromit. Symptomsinclude
fatigue, loss of appetite, chills, fever,
and, when the disease is in the lungs,
abloody cough. However, ourimmune
systems are often able to impede the
growth of TB bacteria, and the disease
canremain latentin thebody foryears,
or even a lifetime, without causing
symptoms, until weakening of the im-
mune system allows the disease to
reappear. TBistherefore mosthazard-
ous to people with weak immune sys-
tems and is the leading killer among
HIV-infected populations.

Asthenewreport makes clear, the
success achieved thus far in TB, even
if modest compared with the dramat-
ic drop in malaria and HIV infection
rates, may be injeopardy. In 2015, 1.8
million peopledied from TB, anincrease
from 1.5 million in 2014. Approxi-
mately one million of those infected
with TB were children, and nearly
200,000 children died of TB in the
pastyear. TBalso complicatesthetreat-
ment of other diseases.

In 2015, fully 35 percent of global
HIV deaths wereduetoTB. Thedisease
is present in every part of the world,
althoughitis particularly prevalentin
the South-East Asia and Western Pa-
cific Regions, where about 60 percent
of new global cases can be found. But
theburden of TBis heaviestin Africa,
where, in 2014, the continent suffered
from 281 cases per 100,000 people,
markedly higher than the global aver-
age of 133 cases per 100,000.

Ttis important to stress that TB is
curable. The treatment is antibiotics,
administered regularly over the course
of atleast sixmonths. Why, then, with
acure at our disposal, is our progress
on TB so slow? The answer lies not in
the treatment itself, but in our capac-
ity todeliver treatment effectively, and
inthebroader conditions that weaken
the health systems needed to help deal
with the disease.
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Chanda Kochhar, Shikha
Sharma on Fortune’s list of
powerful biz women outside US

MUMBALI: Two Indians — Chan-
daKochharand Shikha Sharma—have
made it to the rankings of most pow-
erful women in business outside the
United States drawn up by the Fortune
magazine while Indra Nooyi featured
inthetop three onthe US editionlist.

The Most Powerful Women in
Business outside the US list, which
was topped by Banco Santander group
Executive Chairman Ana Botin, placed
ICICI Bank’s Kochhar at the 5th spot
while Axis Bank’s Sharma has been
ranked 21st.PepsiCo Chairman and
CEO IndraNooyicamein at No. 2 on
the US Most Powerful Women in Busi-
nesslist, led by General Motors Chair-
manand CEO Mary Barra. Lockheed
Martin Chairman, President,and CEO
Marillyn Hewson took the 3rd spot.

On Kochhar, Managing Director

FR.LIEN

and CEO, ICICI Bank, Fortune said
she has “led India’s largest private
lender for eight years, and under her
stewardship ICICI Bank has thrived”.

About Sharma, MD and CEO, Axis

W

e

Bank, Fortune said “nowthatshe has
been reconfirmed as CEO, Sharma
can focus on beefing up the bank’s
digital services, which includes ex-
panding its digital payments app’s

N\

reach”.The international list also in-
cludes GSK CEO Emma Walmsley at
the 2nd place, followed by Engie CEO
Isabelle Kocher at the third slot.

This is the 17th year Fortune has
ranked the most powerful women in
business outside the US. The 50
global businesswomen represent 17
countries and many industries and
had 11 newcomers this year.

The methodology involved four
criteria: the size and importance of
the woman’s business in the global
economy, the health and direction of
the business, the arc of the woman’s
career (resume and runway ahead),
and social and cultural influence.The
USlistcomprised 26 CEOs controlling
$1.1trillionin market cap, seven new-
comers, one returnee, and nine
women in the technology industry.

ICICI Lombard makes tepid
debut after $871 million IPO

NEW DELHI: Shares
of ICICI Lombard
General Insurance
Company made a
tepid debut at bours-
estoday, falling near-
ly 2% from the issue
price of Rs 661.
Thestocklisted at
Rs 650, down 1.66%
againsttheissueprice
on the BSE. It later
slipped 3.45% to hit
alow of Rs 638.15.
Atthe NSE, it de-
buted at Rs 651,aloss
of 1.49%, compared
to the issue price.
Intermsofequity
volume, 27.76 lakh shares of the company
were traded on the BSE and over 1 crore
shares changed hands atthe NSE during the
morning trade.The company’s market valu-
ation stood at Rs 30,512.14 crore.
Theinitial share sale offer of ICICI Lom-
bard -- the first for a general insurer -- was
oversubscribed three times during Septem-
ber 15-19.
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The non-life insurer had fixed the price
band at Rs 651- 661 per share for the Rs
5,700-crore IPO.ICICI Lombard General
Insurance is a joint venture between ICICI
Bank and Canadian NRI Prem Watsa-pro-
moted Fairfax Financial Holdings.

CLSA India Private, Edelweiss Financial
Services and JM Financial Institutional
Securities were the book runninglead man-
agers of the IPO.

RBI to keep rates

steady in Oct, cut

growth forecast:
Reuters poll

NEW DELHI: The Reserve Bank of India will hold
policy steady at its Oct. 4 meeting, and well past next
year, amid weak economic growth and signs inflation
may soon overshoot its target, a Reuters poll found.

Asia’sthird-largest economy started losing momen-
tum after the government scrapped 86% of currency
in circulation late last year, hurting demand in a cash-
reliant economy, and the slowdown was compounded
by the implementation of a new tax system.

In August, despite a neutral policy bias, the RBI cut
the key policy rate after lowering its economic growth
forecastinJuneto 7.3% from7.4% for the current fiscal
year.The latest poll of 60 economists showed although
the RBI will hold its key repo rate at a seven-year low
of 6% next week, it will downgrade its growth forecast
again following disruptions caused by the new tax.

Introduced July 1, the national tax system caused
confusion over product pricing and pushed activity in
India’s private sector into contraction.

Economic growth slowed to a three-year low last
quarter, prompting some economists to lower their
outlook.“RBI has already been highlighting downside
risks to growth, and that bias should now crystallize
in the updated forecasts,” said Abhishek Upadhyay,
economist at ICICI Securities PD.

However, lacklustre growth and inflation hovering
belowthe RBI's 4% medium-term target - annual retail
inflation was 3.36% in August - would not be enough
to drive the RBI into action, economists said.

Nearly two-thirds of forecasters who answered an
extra question said there was a chance consumerinfla-
tion would overshoot the RBI’s medium-term target
this fiscal year and medians suggest the Bank would
hold policy until at least April 2019, the end of the
forecast horizon.The reverse repo rate is expected to
be left at 5.75% across the same period.

However, notall economists are convinced the RBI

4G coverage to beat 2G, data oxygen of digial economy: Mukesh Ambani

NEW DELHTI: Billionaire Muke-
sh Ambani, who shook up the tele-
com sector with his free voice call-
ingand dataplans, said on Wednes-
day 4G telecom coverage in India
will surpass that of 2G in a year.
Ambani is optimistic that India,
riding on the back of digital revolu-
tion, will growto a $7-trillion econ-
omyin the next 10 years, from $2.5
trillion, and rank among the top
three economies in the world.

“Data is the oxygen of a digital
economy. We cannot deprive Indi-
ans of this vital life-sustaining re-
source. We have to provide ubiqui-
tous access to high-speed data at
affordable prices,” he emphasised.

Ambanimade these remarks at
the India Mobile Congress here on
Wednesday.

TheRILchairman madethe point
that it has to be ensured every In-
dian has access to an affordable
smartphone that connects him to
limitless knowledge and the power
of the Internet.Reliance Jio, his
telecom upstart that has captured
more than 128 million users within
ayear of launch, will this week roll-
out a basic 4G phone that will be
available to its users on making a

refundable deposit of Rs 1,500.
Indian mobile market, Ambani
said, is now overflowing with data
and arobustdigital circulatory sys-
tem has to be created to carry data
to the 1.3 billion Indians.
“4Gcoveragein Indiawillbecome
larger than the 2G coverage within
the next 12 months,” he asserted.
India, Ambani said, has leap-
frogged from alowly 155th in mobile
broadband penetration tobeing the
world’slargest mobile data consum-
ing nation in just one year. He put
down thisjump largely to launch of
Reliance Jio which during the pro-
motional phase offered unlimited
free dataand afterthat atdirt cheap
price, saying the pace at which the
Indian mobile industry has grown
is unparallelled in the world.
Stating that Indian telecom and
IT industry has to play a founda-
tional role in creating the digital
infrastructure, the RIL chief said
the country had missed out on the
first three global industrial revolu-
tions of mechanisation, mass pro-
duction and automation, but has
the opportunitytolead inthe fourth
industrial revolution fuelled by con-
nectivity, data and artificial

intelligence.“Mobile Internet and
cloud computing are the founda-
tional technologies in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution,” hesaid. “Data
is the new oil. India does not need
to import it. We have it in super-
abundance. It will be a new source
of value and will create opportuni-
ties and prosperity for India and
millions of Indians.”The country’s
richest man pressed for using new
technologies such as artificial intel-
ligence, robotics, Internet of Things
(IoT), cloud computing, Big Data
analytics, 3-D printing, blockchain
and nanotechnology to create jobs
and a new wave of wealth.

Digital technologies, he said, can

be a boon for achieving national
priorities of energy, water and re-
source security.“New sources of
energy and new modes of transpor-
tation with unparallelled efficiencies
have become possible, thanks to
convergence of several technologies.
India must embark on the task of
connecting everythingand everyone
via the Super- Internet of Things.
This will enable 130 crore Indians
to collaborate directly with one an-
other, democratising economic life
like never before,” he said.
Digitisation of education, train-
ingand humanresource development
in a comprehensive manner must
be regarded as a pre-condition for

the success of Digital India, he
suggested.“To accomplish all these
tasks, the telecom and IT industry
will have to partner with every sec-
tor of the economy and the govern-
ment, every business and every
institution, from the biggest to the
smallest,” Ambani added.

Torealisethe Digital Indiadream,
investments have to be made in
building next-generation technol-
ogy assets, and inefficiencies across
thedigital ecosystem must be root-
ed out, he pointed out.

“We must break silos and forge
partnerships. No corporate, northe
government, can do it alone. To-
gether, we can achieve the unimag-
inable,” he said.Sinceitslaunch, Jio
has been locked in a bitter market
placebattle with older telecom play-
ers led by Bharti Airtel. The older
firms have accused it of using deep
pockets to disrupt the market to
create monopoly.“Let’s not forget
— India provides a big enough op-
portunity for all of us to grow and
prosper — together. The opportu-
nityto pave the path for our nation’s
progress and create a better quality
oflife for every Indian beckons us,”
Ambani said.

India slips one place, is world’s 40th most

competitive economy: WEF

NEW DELHI: Indiahasbeenranked
as the 40th most competitive economy
-- slipping one place from last year’s
ranking -- on the World Economic Fo-
rum’s global competitiveness index,

which is topped by Switzerland.

business in India.

sector still considers corruption to be
the most problematic factor for doing

“Abig concern for Indiais the discon-
nect between its innovative strength
(29) and its technological readiness (up

The Maruti
Suzuki car whose 20

lakh units have been
sold since 1999

MUMBALI: Wagon R, the popular hatchback car

from Maruti Suzuki has sold over 20 lakh units in
India. This makes Wagon R only the third car after
Maruti 800 and Alto to achieve this feat.

Wagon R, which began its life in 1993 as a Kei car
in Japan was first introduced to the Indian market in
1999. It has sold over 30 lakh units in Japan and is
showing a similar market dominance in India.

While most models show a tendency of decline in
sales after some time, it has been opposite in the case
of Wagon R. The car has shown a steady increase in
sales with the passage of time.

According to a report by NDTV, the car crossed
the 10 lakh unit sales in 2011, twelve years after its
introduction. But it took only six years for the model

3 to 107): as long as this gap remains
large, Indiawill notbe able to fully lever-
age its technological strengths across
the wider economy,” it noted.

South Asia index

In South Asia, India has garnered
thehighest ranking, followed by Bhutan
(85thrank), Sri Lanka (85), Nepal (88),
Bangladesh (99) and Pakistan (115).

“Improving ICT infrastructure and
use remain among the biggest chal-
lenges forthe region: inthe pastdecade,
technological readiness stagnated the
most in South Asia,” WEF said.

On the list of 137 economies, Swit-
zerland is followed by the US and Sin-
gapore in second and third places, re-
spectively.

Inthelatest Global Competitiveness
Report released on Wednesday, India
has slipped from the 39th position to
4o0thwhileneighbouring Chinaisranked
at 27th.

“India stabilises this year after its
big leap forward of the previous two
years,” the report said, adding that the
score has improved across most pillars
of competitiveness. These include in-

will keep policy rates unchanged.

Credit Agricole CIB, Geojit Financial Services and
Trust Capital predict a 25 basis point trim in the repo
rate next week. Over a quarter of economists polled
expect a cut by year-end.

“Growth is below the central bank’s expectations
and they will react to that by their easing policy stance
as strong annual growth is not achievable after what
happened in the first quarter of this fiscal year,” said
Darius Kowalczyk, senior economist at Credit Agricole
CIB.“So in order to stimulate aggregate demand, they
will lower nominal rates and the time to do thisis run-
ning out as inflation is rebounding.”

frastructure (66th rank), higher educa-
tion and training (75) and technological
readiness (107), reflecting recent public
investments in these areas, it added.
According to the report, India’s perfor-
mance also improved in ICT (informa-
tion and communications technologies)
indicators, particularly Internet band-
width peruser, mobile phone and broad-
band subscriptions, and Internet access
in schools.

However, the WEF said the private

All Nokia smartphones sold in India to be locally
manufactured: HMID Global’s Pranav Shroff

NEW DELHI: HMD Global, the
Finnish company that develops and
markets smartphones and feature
phonesunderthe “Nokia”brand name,
on Tuesday announced that all of its
mobile phones that are sold in India
will be locally manufactured. The
company said that its latest smart-
phone, Nokia 8, will also be manu-
factured in India. HMD Global has
entered into a partnership with Fox-
connforlocal research and develop-
ment (R&D), and manufacturing of
its smartphones.“The response to
Nokiasmartphoneshasbeen encour-
aging. We are constantly ramping up
our production so that we can meet
thedemand. Our products have been
performing very, very well,” said

® 00 ©

Pranav Shroff, director, Global Port-
folio and Product Management in
HMD Global.Shroff pointed out that
prior to the Nokia 8, Nokia smart-
phonessuch asthe Nokia 3, Nokia 5,
and Nokia 6 were priced between Rs
9,000 and Rs 15,000 to tap the bud-
get category, which has 70% of the
Indian smartphone market.Itis worth
noting that the smartphone market,
especially the budget category, is
dominated by Chinese brands such
as Xiaomi and Lenovo-Motorola.
Xiaomi’s Redmi Note 4, which starts
atRs 10,999, saw over 2 million ship-
ments in the second quarter of 2017,
becomingthe highest shipped smart-
phone in a single quarter in the his-
tory of the Indian smartphone, says

anIDCreportreleasedin August."HMD
accounts for 1.5% of the India hand-
set market as of the second quarter,
2017,” said Parv Sharma, an analyst
atresearch firm Counterpoint. Shroff
listed out the three key elements that
the company is focusing on to stand
outinacrowded smartphone market:
“Thefirstthingis delivering real-life
experience; focus on areas that mat-
ter to consumers.The second thing
is design and material. We are pre-
mium in every category we operate.
And the third thing is pure Android.
It’s not just pure Android but pure
secure and up-to-date Android. Now,
aNokia 3 consumer will get Android
Oreo update before anyone else in
that price point gets it. The Nokia 3,

Nokia 5 and Nokia 6 have already
received a September update.”On
being asked about the possibility of
launching a 4G feature phone like
theJioPhone, Shroffsaid, “Ourinsight
on 4G feature phonesisthat usersin
this category value elements such as
batterylife, ease of use, and simplic-
ity. We are closely watching this space
to see the consumer reaction to the
phones on offer. If we feel that this
is something that consumers would
want and makes sense for them, we
will evaluate the opportunity.” HMD
Global relaunched the Nokia brand
in January this year. The company
hassofarlaunched four smartphones
and four feature phonesin India. The
portfolio alsoincludes the Nokia 3310

redux. HMD Global is banking on
the brand recall and trust that the
Nokia brand once enjoyed in the In-
dian market.

“Nokia still enjoys a good brand
recalland connect with the audience.
Nostalgia might not have a direct
impact on the decision to purchase
but helps brand placement. From
then onwards, the purchase decision
will be triggered by various factors
including product details, distribution
and after-sales services. Until now,
Nokia has done well to leverage its
brand connect to build its distribution
structure and after-sales services
right from day one, which for any
other new brand would have taken
significant time,” said Sharma.

to achieve the next ten lakh unit sales in the country.
One main reason for this is the popularity the model
has gained amongst large fleet owners and taxi op-
erators. Another factor according to Maruti officials
hasbeen the preference given to the model by the first
time buyers. As per the company, around 45 percent
of the first time buyers in the market choose Wagon R
over other models. They also claim that a fifth of their
customers purchases the model multiple times.

RS Kalsi, Senior Executive Director, Marketing
and Sales, Maruti Suzuki was quoted in a report by
NDTV saying that, "Since its inception, Wagon R has
been ahead of its peers. Its comfort seating, spacious
interiors superior fuel efficiency, practicality and plea-
sure of driving have made it a popular choice. To keep
it strong, Maruti Suzuki has systematically upgraded
the brand with new design and features. Needless to
say, Wagon R has continued to top the sales chart.
Despite intensified competition in small car space,
Wagon R continues to be the preferred choice of the
practical car buyers."

The company has introduced several new features
with Wagon R's new versions. The car costs around Rs
4.5 lakh and comes in petrol and CNG variants. Cur-
rently, it comes with both automatic and manual trans-
mission options with upgraded safety features and
dual airbags.
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Umar Akmal may face Pakistan Cricket
Board ban, fine for bad behaviour

KARACHI: The Pakistan Crick-
et Board’s inquiry committee has
recommended a three-match ban
and fine on batsman Umar Akmal
after finding him guilty of breach-
ingthree clauses of the players code
of conduct.

APCBofficial told PTTon condi-
tion of anonymity that the inquiry
committee, headed by Director
Cricket, Haroon Rasheed, had rec-
ommended a three-match ban and
fine on Umar Akmal and also sug-
gested suspendingissuance of NOCs
for foreign leagues for a certain
period.“The committee, after inter-
viewing Umar and others, found

the batsman guilty of breaching
three clauses and it has now sent
its recommendations to the PCB
chairman Najam Sethi for further
action,” the official said.Umar Ak-
malhadanaltercation with Pakistan’s
head coach Mickey Arthur at the
National Cricket Academylastmonth
over practicing there. “It didn’t re-
flectontheallegations made by Umar
against Arthur. It has found the
batsman guilty ofbreaching the code
and left it up to the chairman to
decide whether a larger inquiry is
required for the allegations of use
of abusivelanguage by Arthur,” the
sourceadded.“Umarbreached three

clauses by going directly to the me-
diaand criticising the head coach,”
the source said.According to the

official, itisnowup to the chairman
whetherheacceptstheinquiry com-
mittee recommendations of three-

match ban and a fine or go for the
maximum punishment allowed for
breach of relevant clauses.

“The maximum punishment for
these breachesis a five- match ban
andafineofuptofivemillionrupees.
Najam Sethi also has the authority
to reduce the penalties recom-
mended by theinquiry committee,”
the official said. He later alleged in
the media that Arthur had abused
him. The official made it clear that
the inquiry committee, which also
included the legal advisor of the
board, had only focussed on decid-
ing whether Umarbeached clauses
of the players code of conduct.

Explainer: What the
ICC's revised playing
conditions mean

MUMBALI: The International Cricket Council (ICC)
on Tuesday announced the addition of newrules, along
with amendments to existing laws, to its playing con-
ditions.The new rules will be effective in all series
starting September 28 — the first being the upcoming
Test series between Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The revised ICC playing conditions incorporate
relevant clauses from the the 2017 Code of Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC) Laws of Cricket, meaning all play-
ing regulations will be captured in one document for
each format.Here's a look at the significant changes
that the ICChas made toits rules and what each of the
changes means.

Player send-off

In an ICCfirst, players can now be sent off the field
for the rest of the match if umpires find them involved
in serious misconduct.Level 1 to Level 3 offences will
still be dealt with through the ICC Code of Conduct,
but umpires can send off players after a Level 4 offence
which includes:

Charges of physically assaulting a player or any
other personMakinginappropriate or deliberate phys-
ical contact with an umpire

Threatening to assault an umpire

Committing any other act of violence

The new rule — applicable on all formats — looks
toensure a higher standard of conduct amongst crick-
eters and to avoid altercations between two sides dur-
ing a match.

Decision Review System laws

Decision Review System (DRS) laws have also been
altered.Now a review will not be wasted in case an
‘umpire’s call’ on a leg-before-wicket (Ibw) decision is
upheld following review.

Previously, teams were cautious about opting for
areviewin lbwsituations in case the review was wast-
ed because Hawk-Eye — the software used to review
Ibw decisions — found low margins for decision rever-
saland left the ultimate decision in the umpire’shand.

In Test matches teams will not get review top-ups
afterthe first 80 overs have passed in each inning. The
number of reviews in each inning will now be limited
to two per side.Additionally, the DRS will also be in-
troduced into T20 international matches.

However, each team will only get one review per
inninginstead of two.An umpire canrecall adismissed
batsman at any time before the ball comes into play
for the next delivery.

Previously, umpires did not hold the power to
recall a batsman once they had left the field.

Runouts and stumps

Batsmen will nowbe considered not-out once their
bats have initially made contact with crease while
running between the wickets, even if the bat is in the
air when the ball hits the stumps in an attempted run-
out.The sameruleappliesto abatsman trying toregain
ground in an attempt to avoid being stumped.Previ-
ously, batsmen were considered out if their bat was
found to be up in the air inside the crease when the
ball hit the wickets or they were stumped.

Thinner bats

The thickness of the bat's edges can’t be greater
than 4omm, and the overall depth is to be 67mm at
the most. However, the width and length of bats remains
unchanged.

Ben Stokes must ‘grow
England cricket skipper

LONDON: Ben Stokes must “grow
up” or risk damaging his international
career, former England cricket team
captain Nasser Hussain has warned
after the star all-rounder was arrested
on suspicion of causing actual bodily
harm.The Durham player was Wednes-
dayincluded in England’s 16-man squad
for the Ashes tour of Australia despite
being dropped for the fourth one-day
international against the West Indies
atThe Oval following hisarrestin Bris-
tol early on Monday.England national
selector James Whitaker told the BBC
that Ben Stokes, who was released with-
out charge but is under investigation,
would remain in his position of vice-
captain to Test skipper Joe Root. But
ex-England skippers Hussain and Michael
Vaughan say the 26-year-old needs to
take responsibility for his actions, es-
pecially with the high-profile Ashes tour
looming.“Ben Stokes has the world at
hisfeetand is well on the way to becom-
ing avery special -- not to mention very
well-rewarded -- cricketer,” Hussain
wrote in the Daily Mail. “But he cannot
keep flirting with the self-destruct but-
ton while getting himself into such
damaging scrapes.

“It has reached the point where it
could damage the career of a poten-
tially great England cricketer. He has
tolearn towalk away or not put himself
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into an environment where this can
happen.”“Ben Stokes has to grow up,”
he added. The bottom line is, for all the
advice and support he will be receiving
right now, it’s down to him. He just has
far too much going for him to throw it
all away.”Stokes has found himself in
trouble in the past.

He was arrested and cautioned in
2011 for obstructing police on a night
out and sent home from an England
Lionstourto Australiain 2013 for flout-
ing a ban on late-night drinking,

Vaughan believes Stokes mustlearn
to be streetwise off the field.

“Ben Stokes can’t say he was not
warned,” hewroteinthe Daily Telegraph.
“People have said to him, ‘There is only
one person who can ruin your career
and that is you. Nobody else.” In time
we could be describing him as a cricket-

v
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ing genius. But he has to understand
that if he wants to be a superstar, and
goovertoIndia, earn huge IPLcontracts
and keep them, he has to be careful off
the field.“On the field he is a streetwise
cricketer. But he is not streetwise off
the pitch and that could be his downfall.
Tamhopingthisishislesson.”Alec Stew-
art, another former England captain
said “massive responsibility” comes with
leadership.“He just needs to learn and
learn fast,” he told BBCradio. “He’shad
acouple of hiccups when he was young-
er. Now he’s just got to make sure we're
nottalking about thisagain in sixmonths
orevensix years.“There are some sym-
pathies with Ben. He is a high-profile
sportsman, hewillberecognised, there
will always be someone who wants a
cheap shot but he has to make sure he
reacts in the right way.”

MV Sridhar resigns
from BCCI General
Manager's post

NEW DELHI: Under the scanner on issues of pro-
priety, the Board of Control for Cricket in India’s
(BCCT’s) General Manager (Cricket Operations) M V
Sridhar tendered his resignation on Wednesday, a
decision that was accepted by the Committee of Ad-
ministrators (COA).

It was learnt that MV Sridhar submitted his resig-
nation during the COA meeting at the Cricket Centre
Headquarters on Wednesday.

For the time being, CEO Rahul Johri will be the
head of Cricket Operations supported by a three-
member team comprising Mayank Parik (Interna-
tional Cricket, Logistics), KVP Rao (Domestic Cricket)
and Gaurav Saxena (for ICC/ACC matters, co-ordina-
tion with otherinternational boards and point person
for the Indian men’s cricket team).

“Please note that Dr MV Sridhar has decided to
move on and tendered his resignation,” Johri wrote in
hismail tothe office-bearers.“His resignation hasbeen
accepted today by the Supreme Court appointed Com-
mittee of Administrators (COA).

Dr. Sridhar has agreed to stay on till September
30, 2017 for smooth handover of work. We thank him
for his services to BCCL.”Sridhar was under the scan-
ner for quite some time now with allegations of finan-
cial impropriety in his home state association -- Hy-
derabad CA -- when he was heading the state body.
“Sridhar was time and again told to relocate to Mum-
bai and operate from there.

However, he was shuttling between Hyderabad
and Mumbai, which was not the best way to function
for the head of Cricket Operations,” a senior BCCI of-
ficial, privy to the development, said. The incident that
proved tobe thelast straw for the COA was appointment
of a trainer called Sohum Desai at the NCA. Before
that, he had irked a few top people in the board by
scrapping the Duleep Trophy.

Duleep Trophy was later restored by the COA.
Desaiwas working at current Team India strength and
conditioning coach Shankar Basu’s Chennai-based
gym ‘Primal Patterns’ and there are allegations of
Conflict of Interest against Basu as well. Sridhar had
said that Desai was appointed after he came second
in the trainer’s test.

“The boy stood second in the test and there is no
Conflict of Interestin this case,” Sridhar had then told
PTLIt was on September 15, that during a NCA meet-
ing in the capital, acting president CK Khanna and
treasurer Aniruddh Chaudhryhad asked Sridhar about
Desai’s appointment.

“Who set the question papers?” Chaudhry had
asked during the meeting in which Sridharhad named
Basu.It was learnt that CEO Johri then independent-
ly verified Desai’s credibility and found out that he
didn’t even appear for the test for recruitment of NCA
trainers.“The COA were left embarrassed after the
whole saga and it was a matter of time before Sridhar
had to put in his papers.”

David Warner rubbishes Rodney Hogg's
favouritism accusation against Steve Smith
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BANGALORE: David Warner,
Australia’s opening batsman, has
brushed aside former fast bowler
Rodney Hogg’s accusation that skip-
per Steve Smith prefers to “pick his
friends” in the national team.

Disappointed with Australia’s
poorrunofform, Hogghas slammed
skipper Smith, the selection com-
mittee and Cricket Australia. But
Warner differed with Hogg’s views.

“Everyone is going to have their
opinions and they are entitled to
have their opinions. I don’t know
from where all these theories crop
up from. It is up to the selectors to
pick the team and at the end of the
day, if you are picked up, you go out
thereand give yourbest. Thatis how
it always has been,” Warner told
reporters on the eve of the fourth
ODI against Indiaand Australiahere.
Hogg has accused Smith of picking
hisfriendsinthe national team while
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talking to SEN Radio in Australia.
“They are picking their mates.

Smith shouldn’tbe a selector. (Ash-
ton) Agar’s been pushed through We saw (Nic) Maddinson get se-

and (Hilton) Cartwright’s still there.

lected (he’s) amate, he’s one of Steve
Smith’s mates. You can’t pick bloody
mates,” Hogg said.

Hogg further said, “We have
got to get fair dinkum. We are re-
ally off the ball a bit here, I think
the captain’s gettinghis ownway.”"He
also did not spare the selectors
and Cricket Australia.

“All the way down, there is got
to be question marks. All the way
across Cricket Australia. (Jon) Hol-
land has proven he can bowl peo-
ple out; left-arm orthodox is a
really hard. Heis provenitand we
are not seeing him,” Hogg said.

Warner added, “Moreover, play-
ers do not have anything in their
hands about getting selected or
not selected, only thing they can
do is to perform to their best of
abilities.”Australia trail the five-
match series 0-3 with a possible
whitewash hanging overtheir heads.

Wrestlers fail to impress as Pakistan end up 21st in Ashgabat

ASHGABAT: All hopes that
Pakistan harboured about clinch-
ing some medals in wrestling at
the 5th Asian Indoor and Martial
Arts Games were shattered on
Tuesday when none of its sixwres-
tlers could make it to the medal
stage and got eliminated in the
pre-quarter-finals here at the City
Olympic Village.

Mohammad Inam in 86kg,
Abdul Wahabin 61kgand Moham-
mad Bilal in 57kg all lost in the
opening matches while the remain-

ingthree wrestlers — Azhar Hus-
sain in 50kg, Shoukat Ali in 56kg
and Mohammad Umair in 98kg
in the Greece-Roman — failed to
impress and were beaten in the
second round.

Inthefirstbout of thelast-day
proceedings, the 30-year-old Mo-
hammad Umair of Pakistan lost
to 20-year-old Sukhroj Azizov of
Tajikistan. Sukhroj, a youngster
who had fnished as the runner-up
in the Asian Championship in
Moscow, won the first round by

defeating Umair who is a bronze
medalistfrom thelastyear’s Com-
monwealth Championship and

fifth position holder of the Islam-
icSolidarity Gamesat Bakuin2017.
Inthesecond bout 21-yearold

Aidos Sullangali of Kazakhstan
beat 33-year-old Pakistani wres-
tler Azhar Hussain in just 44sec.

Aidos, the Asian Cadet cham-
pion and junior Asian champion,
was in superb form and gave no
time to Azhar to settle down.

In the last bout of the day, the
19-year-old Ul Yamato of Japan
beat Shoukat Ali of Pakistan, also
a 19-year-old, within 50 seconds
and won the bout 10-0.

Before facing Shoukat, the
Japanese wrestler had recorded

victory against a Philippines wres-
tler in the quarter-finals while
Shoukat Ali had gota direct entry
to the semis.

There werelots of expectations
from the Pakistan wrestling squad
keeping in view their experience
but none of them could fulfil them.
Some experts have called for
younger wrestlers to be groomed
forinternational eventssincealmost
all the wrestlers in the current
squad except Shoukat have ad-
vanced in age and are not adept

with the modern techniques of the
sport.“Pakistan should introduce
younger, fresh talent rather than
rely on old wrestlers,” said an
expert.“The game of wrestling has
drastically changed now and slow
and bulky wrestlers cannot move
faster to match their competitors.
Aerobics and modern techniques
havebeen introduced in the world
of wrestling and Pakistan should
work on the same lines if it wish-
estoremaininthemedalsracein
the future events,” he said.
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