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Willensureall facilities
to JKHajj pilgrims:

Union Minori

‘Pilgrim’s safety and facility Centre’s priority

Srinagar, Nov20: A day after Chief
Minister, Mehbooba Muftiurged the
Centre to provide more facilities to
Haj pilgrims in the state during the
pilgrimage next year, the Union Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi Monday maintained that
the Government of India would do
the needful to ensure more facilities
for all Hajj Pilgrims of 2018 including
those of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Therewas aremarkableimprove-
ment in arrangements of Hajj in the
last few years. I believe that there is
alwaysroom for furtherimprovement.
My Ministry is committed to make
Hajjarrangements more comfortable,
better and cost-effective for the pil-
grims including the pilgrims of the
Jammu and Kashmir State,” Abbas
Naqvi told KNS from New Delhi.

The Chief Minister, Mehbooba
Mufti has pleaded for extending more
facilities to the Hajj pilgrims of the
State during the coming annual pil-
grimage.

In herletter to union Minister for
Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas
Nagqvi, the Chief Minister has detailed
the facilities being provided to Hajj
pilgrims at Srinagar embarking point
and beyond. She has sought further
strengthening of the same in future.

The Chief Minister has said the
facility of embarkation at Srinagar
saves a lot of time and cost of the pil-
grims from the State and sought con-
tinuation of the same.

Nagqvi further told KNS that his
ministry will make sure the better
process of hiring of accommodation,
transport, catering and other allied

facilities. “The government of India
would provide all possible support to
the state governments including the
Jammu and Kashmir government for
facilitating the guests of Allah in per-

ty Minister

forming Hajj comfortably and se-
curely,” the minister maintained.

It is to mention here that Union
Minister for Minority Affairs Mukhtar
AbbasNaqvirecentlyannounced the
process of Haj 2018.

The minister told KNS that this
timethe Central Governmenthasan-
nounced Haj process one month be-
fore in comparison to the last year.
“This will provide enough opportuni-
ties for all the concerned agencies to
make preparations well in advance
sothat world class facilities to the Haj
pilgrims are ensured. Haj 2018 re-
lated process has started and People
are applying for Haj 2018 from 15th
November,”.

Nagqvi said that Haj 2018 will be
performed according to the new

» SeeHajj...Pg02

Proud of my officers, Jawans for

doing excellent work: DGP

Jammu, Nov 20: In the series of pro-
grammes to reach out the far off districts of
state Director General of Police Dr. S.P Vaid
today visited Kulgam where he addressed a
police Darbar, met respectables of area and
also chaired a security review meeting of
officers.

Duringhisinteraction with the respectable
citizens of Kulgam District, Dr. Vaid hailed
the support of Kulgam people in fight against
drugs and also sought their assistance in
curbing other social crimes in the district.
DGP promised tolook into the grievances put
forth by the people attending the meeting.

DGP while chairing the Darbar of Jawans
at Police Line Kulgam said that he is proud
of his officers and Jawans who have done
excellent work in Kulgam & elsewhere par-
ticularly in South Kashmir and hoped that
policemen will continue to work with same
dedication and enthusiasm to restored peace
and normalcy in the valley.

While referring to the welfare measure,
DGP said that welfare of policemen and their
family has always been on priority and add-
ed that many welfare schemes has been in-
troduced in recent times. He said more wel-
fare schemes including increase in ex-gratia
at par with central security forces, Rank
promotions of Head constable to inspector
have been submitted to the government and

hoped that these will be considered..
» SeeDGP..Pg02

ANOTHER ‘MILITANT’
JOINS FAMILY

I ENNENE RN
Says IGP Munir Khan

Kulgam, Nov 20: Days after footballer
Majid Khan of Anantnagdistrictlaid down
arms, another youth from South Kashmir
has shunned militancy and returned to his
family.

Reports said that Naseer Ahmed of
Chimmar village of Kulgam district con-
tacted his family and wished to return
back. He had reportedly joined militant
outfit Hizbul Mujhadeen a month ago.

SSP Kulgam said that youth had

» SeeAnother... Pg02

MILITANT KILLED IN TRAL

Adil had escaped from encounter site at
Saimoh when Sabzar was killed

Tral, Nov20: A Hizbul Mujhadeen militant Adil Rashid
Chopan was killed in a brief shootout at Gulshanpora
Gujjarbasti area of Tral town in South Kashmir’s Puwama
district on Monday.

Adil was killed after a group of militants reportedly
fired upon a patrolling party. The Government forces
launched a search operation and during the exchange of
fire, the militant was killed.

Srinagar based Defense spokesperson Colonel Rajesh
Kalia confirmed the death of Hizb militant and said that
combing operation waslauched to track down the militants.

Eyewitnesses told news agency CNS that when the
death of the militant spread in the town, youth in different
areas took to roads and pelted stones on government

» See Militant...Pg 02

Continuing with her public outreach, Mehbooba
convenes public grievances camp at Kathua

Announces release of Rs. 60 lac for High school building LohaiMalhar; Rs. 50 lac each for
GB hostel Bani, improvement in Billawar drinking water, irrigation facilities; Rs. 3o lac for
setting up transformer bank in d|sstt Rs. 20 lac for MC Kathua

KATHUA, NOVEMBER
20: A day after conducting
her Public Outreach pro-
gramme at Samba, Chief
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti
visited Kathua and convened
agrievances redressal camp
here today. During the camp
the Chief Ministerlistened to
scores of deputations and
hundreds of people who ap-
prised her of their develop-

mental needs and sought their
redressal.
Minister for Forests, En-

vironment & Ecology, Choud-
haryLal Singh and legislators
of the District were present

on the occasion.

The deputations in
» SeeMehbooba....Pg 02

PEOPLE ‘FROZE’ DURING
NOCTURNAL SEARCH
OPERATION IN SOUTH KASHMIR

Pulwama, Nov 20: People irrespective of age and gen-
der were made to sit in the lawns in freezing conditions at
a South Kashmir village during a nocturnal search op-
eration on Sunday night.

Combined forces including 50 Rashtriya Rifles, Special
Operation Group of Jammu Kashmir Police and Para-
military Central Reserve Police Force cordoned off Dar
Mohalla area Samboora village of Pulwama district.

The siege was laid after Forces received inputs about
the presence of militants in the area.

Locals told news agency CNS that irrespective of age
and gender people were asked to come out from their
houses and were made to sit in the lawns in freezing con-
ditions.

» SeePeople...Pg02

HC to hear plea against Farooq

Abdullah over his PoK remarks
=

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court today
agreed to hear a PIL seeking action against
National Conference President Farooq Abdul-
lah for hisreported controversial remarks on
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Abench of Acting Chief Justice Gita Mit-
tal and C Hari Shankar listed the matter for
tomorrow after the counsel for the petitioner
sought urgent hearing of the plea.

The bench earlier declined to hear the
mattertodayitselfsaying there was no “crisis”
or urgency. “It cannot be done today. Why
can’tit wait for tomorrow or day after tomor-
row,” the bench told the petitioner.

The plea, filed by Delhi-based Maulana
Ansar Razawho claims tobe asocial activist,

I, ING VY

has sought “immediate investigation” and
“arrest” of the Srinagar MP alleging that he
has favoured Pakistan and insulted India.
Ithasalleged that Abdullah has been mak-
ing “such controversial remarks and statements

» SeeFarooq...Pg0?2

CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON
BLAMES GOVT, PDD FOR
ERRATIC POWER SUPPLY

Expresses concernover difficulties confronting
students appearing in exams

Srinagar, Nov 20: Expressing serious concern over the
unscheduled curtailment of Electricity at a “large scale”
acrossthevalley, theJ&KPradesh Congress Committee(JKPCC)
Spokesperson Farooq Andrabi has lashed out at Govt
especially State’s Power Dev. Department for failing to
ensure electricity even as per their official scheduled.

Andrabi also expressed serious concern over the dif-
ficulties confronting students appearing in exams short-
ly saying that children are not able to study to their satis-
faction, which is going to affect their exams.

» SeeCongress....Pg02

Monga expresses serious concern over

unabated cycle of violence in Kashmir
‘BJP-led Govt’s policies have proved an utter failure’

Srinagar, Nov 20: While
expressing serious concern
over the unabated cycle of
violence whichis consuming
preciouslivesdayin and day
out, Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (JKPCC) Vice President
and MLC G N Monga Mon-
daysaid that BJP-led Center
Government’s policiesin the
state have proved an utter
failure.

In a statement issued to KNS, he said, »

“Whetherasecurity personnel,
acivilian or amilitantis killed,
it is a human life which is lost.
The cycle of death and injuries
continues unabated in the Val-
ley. For how long this will con-
tinue? Kashmir’s security situ-
ation has deteriorated from bad
to worse in last one and half
years but there is no sign of ac-
countability from Modi led
Government.”

“Therisingtoll of casualties
See Monga....Pg 02

PARIMPORA SHUTS FOR 3RD
DAY TO MOURN THE KILLING
OF LOCAL MILITANT

Hajinand adjoining areas observe shutdown for 2nd day

Srinagar, Nov 20: Parimpora area of Kashmir capital
Srinagar city observed a complete shutdown for the con-
secutive 3rd day on Monday to mourn the killing of native
militant Mugees Ahmed Mir.

Mirwaskilled in a brief shootout in Zakura area in the
outskirts of Srinagar city with government forces. A Police
Sub-Inspector Muhammad Imran Tak was also killed in
the shootout.

Reportssaid that all shops and business establishments
remained shut while a large number of people continued
to flock at the residence of the slain militant to express

their solidarity with the bereaved family.
» SeeShuts...Pg 02

® 00 ©

Geelani grieved over number of

militant causalities this

Terms it abig loss'

Srinagar, Nov 20: Hur-
riyat Conference (G) chairman,
Syed Ali Geelani on Monday
expressed shockand griefover
forcesreports about the num-
ber of militant causalities
during current year, saying
‘itis a big loss and a national
tragedy’.

Whilereferring tothere-
ports, Geelaniin a statement
issued to KNS said that au-
thorities admit and it is syn-
onymous to the fact that they

are carrying the occupation
through their military might
and added that people while
resisting unconstitutionaland
illegal occupation, have since
past71years presented more
than 6 lakh souls.

“India has waged war on
innocent civilians,” said Gee-
laniand whilereferring tothe

instrument of accession, en-
dorsed by then Maharaja,
added that it is neither valid
nor authentic.

Geelani said that as per
guidelines laid in indepen-
dence and partition plan, the
Maharaja’s and kings had no

year

right to exercise their will
regarding the future course
or decide political destiny of
their domain or states and
added that people had right
to decide their destiny and
future status of their states.
Geelani referring to the
historical events of past, said
that “Hari Singh was not an
authority to annex or instru-
mentan accession with India
or any country as he was
» SeeGeelani...Pg02

JKDOCTORS CONSTITUTE
‘DOCTORS COORDINATION
COMMITTEE’

Dr. Mohammad Yousuf Tak is its Convener

Srinagar, Nov 20 (KNS): Doctors in the state Monday
come together and formed a single amalgam of different
associations to work for the improvement of health care
in the state and to raise and make efforts for resolution of
their issues pertaining to their jobs and appointments.

The doctors associations formed J&K Doctors Coor-
dination Committee (JKDCC) and these associations in-
cluded Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK), Doctors As-
sociation Jammu (DAJ), Society of Consultant Doctors

(SCD), Society of Dental Surgeons Jammu and Kashmir
(SDSJK), Chenab Valley Doctors Association (CVDA),
» SeeDoctors...Pg02
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NAEEM AKHTAR FOR PROVIDING ALL-WEATHER CONNECTIVITY TO HILLY AREAS

GOOL(RAMBAN), NOVEM-
BER 20 —Reiterating government’s
resolveto provide all-weatherroad
connectivity to the hilly areas,
Minister for Public Works, Naeem
Akhtar said no stone will be left
unturned to complete the ongoing
road projects in Gool by April,
2018.

While responding to various
demandsraised by thelocals dur-
ing a public meeting at Gool, the
Minister said the road projects
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sa-
dak Yojana (PMGSY) will be
started within a fortnight and
Government Degree College, Gool
will be completed next year.

Deputy Commissioner, Ram-
ban Tariq Hussain Ganai, Super-
intending Engineer, PWD (R&B)
Udhampur Circle N.D Khwaja,
Superintending Engineer, PWD
(R&B) Doda Niaz Banday and
othersenior officers of the depart-
ment were present on the occasion.

Stressingontheneedtoprovide
employment avenues to the edu-
cated youth, the Ministerinformed
that a team of Khadi and Village
Industries Board (KVIB) will
visitthe area to educate the youth
to develop readiness for exploring
newentrepreneurial avenues that
shall open vistas of financial in-
dependence for them.

During the meeting, thelocals
demanded construction of roads
from Boltitop to Mahkul, Srunda
to Thathar, Jabbar to Mahakund,
link road to Chachua and Gool
Bypass road. They also sought

upgradation of Government High-
er Secondary School at Thathar
and augment healthcare facilities
in the region.

The Minister also visited
Godha Galiand directed the con-

oy

cerned to intensify the efforts for
conservation and preservation of
thishistorical place which hasthe
potential to be a major tourist at-
traction of the area. He asked the
DC, Ramban to prepare the rev-

enue papers and remove encroach-
ments, if any, so that the matter
of notification of land can be
taken up with the Archives Depart-
ment for its conservation.

During his day-long tour, the
Minister interacted with the vil-
lagers at Shajroo, GarhMorh, Ja-
maslan, Chaklasand Dharam. The
people demanded construction of
road from Suligali to KundMorh,
link road from Garh to Mulass,
upgradation of drainage system
at JamaslanGali, road from Cha-
relas to Saldhar and road from
Dharam to Gool at the respective
places.

The Minsteralsoinspected the

ongoing construction workof GDC,
Gool which is being constructed
on 83 kanals of land at the cost of
Rs. 628 lakh. He directed the of-
ficers to make the rooftop of the
buildingsolar enabled to use solar
energy for power and heating pur-
poses, besides constructing a li-
brary block in the college.

At Sangaldan, the villagers
demanded engagement of local
youth in the Railway projects.
Responding to this, the Minister
directed DC, Ramban to take up
the matter with the Railways and
ensure that thelocals get employ-
ment opportunities in their proj-
ects.

Continue from Front Page.....c.cccvcimimmrrrerereimisimmarasesasasasannss

HAJJ

Haj Policy. “The high-level committee, constituted to
frame the new policy, has already submitted its report and
Minority Affairs Ministry has been looking into its recom-
mendations. The new Haj policy aims to make Haj pilgrimage
more comfortable, smooth and transparent. Pilgrims’ safety
and their facilities are our priority,” he said.

Nagvihasfurthersaid that government of India hasalready
launched a new Haj Mobile App, based on modern facilities
and technology. “This app will make Haj application process
easier and comfortable. Applying for Haj, enquiry and infor-
mation, news and updates and e-payment are main features
of Haj Committee of India Mobile App. Application for Haj
canbe madedirectly from the app. Registration fees can also
be made through this app,” he said.

Nagqvi said that the new Haj policy includes maintaining
the reservation for people above 70 years age wish to go for
Haj and allowing women over 45 years of age in a group of
four or more for Haj without a male relative or “Mahram”.

“For the first time, for Haj 2018, details of total expendi-
ture to be incurred by the pilgrims are given in the Haj ap-
plication form. This is a step towards transparency. Haj ap-
plication form for 2018 also contains the embarkation points-
wise detailed air fare comparison which will be beneficial for
the pilgrims as for the first time they will get option for em-
barkation points of their own choice,” he said.

Nagqvi said that Haj 2017 was very successful and smooth
as the Central Government had completed all the necessary
preparations well before time in cooperation and coordination
with concerned agencies. :A total of 1,24,940 Haj pilgrims
performed Haj 2017 by 454 flights between 24th July to 28th
August through Haj Committee of India. About 45,000 pil-
grims went through private tour operators. India’s Haj quo-
ta for 2017 had been increased significantly by Saudi Arabia
Government to 1, 70,025,” he said.

The Union minister added that hajj pilgrims from India
went to Saudi Arabia from 21 embarkation points- Delhi,
Mumbai, Goa, Guwahati, Lucknow, Mangalore, Varanasi,
Srinagar, Kolkata, Gaya, Ranchi, Bhopal, Bangalore, Nagpur,
Ahmedabad, Aurangabad, Chennai, Cochin, Jaipur, Indore,
Hyderabad.From Srinagar 8103 pilgrims went to Hajjin 2017,”

he maintained.
DGP

Earlier, DGP inaugurated Gymnasium and DySP DAR
office at District Police Lines. While dedicating the Gymna-
sium to the Jawans, DGP advised the policemen to take care
of their health by taking balanced diet, yoga and other phys-
ical activities.

Dr. Vaid later chaired a high level security meeting with
officers of South Kashmir. While addressing the meeting, Dr.
Vaid stressed upon the officers to continue their excellent
coordination amongall security agencies to deal with militants
and other anti nation elements. DGP directed the officers to
keep major focus on the drugs and ensure that people involved
in the illicit trade of drugs are booked.

Earlier, senior officers of South Kashmir gave detailed
briefing regarding the overall security situation and enumer-
ated strategy adopted to continue fight against the militancy
and other crimes.

Inspector General of police, Kashmir Zone, Muneer Ah-
mad Khan, DC Kulgam, Talat Parveez Ruhela, SSP, Kulgam,
Shridhar Patil, 2IC 18th BN CRPF, Rajeev Lochan, CO 24 BN
CRPF, Sumant Kumar Jah, CO 163rd BN CRPF, Daljeet Singh,
CO 1st RR, Col. Aiman Mukharjee, CO 62 RR, Col. Monu
Sudhan, Addl. SP Kulgam, Ajaz Ahmad and other senior of-
ficers of Kulgam District attended the security review meet-

ANOTHER

disappeared from his village in last week of September.

A missing report about his disappearance still stands
registered in Damhal Hanjipora police station.

Inspector General of Police Kashmir Zone told news
agency CNS that Nisar has neither surrendered nor appre-
hended. He said the youth contacted his family and wished
to come back.

“The youth is with us and family is in touch with him,”
IGP said.

This is the second incident of such nature. Last week,
footballer turned militant shunned militancy and returned
to his family. Though he is still with Police but IGP has already
clarified that no charges will be pressed against footballer
Majid Khan.

Both DPG and IGP have been making vehement appeals
tomilitantstoreturnto their families. In Kulgam on Monday,
Police Chiefrequested parents to persuade militants to return
tothefamilies. He said police with take care of these militants
with love and affection.

MILITANT

forces. They added that clashes erupted in different areas
of the town including Larow, Batagund, Gulshanpora and
Lurgam.

Pertinently, the slain militant had managed to escape
from encounter site in May this year when top militant com-
mander Sabzar Ahmed Bhat and his close aide Faizan Ahmed
were killed at Saimoh village of the town.

Adil Rashid, a resident of Larow village of Tral town of
Puwama in South Kashmir was a teenager who had suffered

injuries in Saimoh encounter but had managed to flee from

the encounter spot after people rushed to help him escape.
The video’s and photographs people flocking around

him after the encounter had gone viral and were widely shared

by netizens. M EH BOO BA

general thanked the Chief Minister for reaching out to
people to know their developmental needs and addressing
them on spot.

The demands put forth by the deputations during the day
long public outreach programme included improvement in
drinking water and irrigation facilities in the district par-
ticularlyin kandiareas,launch of a special employment drive
for the people of border areas, start of work on Panjtirthi
multipurpose project, drug de addiction, special recruitment
drive for border people, check on industrial pollution, con-
struction of flyovers and an auditorium in the town and
solid waste management plant in the town.

A deputation of people from Kathua town sought remov-
al of junk from the local Railway Station. They also demand-
ed construction of road from Govindsar station to Kharote
and upgradation of local Girls Primary School. They also
demanded that the share of local people in the Ranjit Sagar
Dam bereleased to them from the Punjab Government. They
also sought early construction of Ravi Canal, ban on mate-
rial extraction from the canal and pacing up of work on the
local Medical College.

Deputations of people from Bathind, Jakole and other
areas of kandi belt complained of shortage in drinking water
and irrigation facilities.

Several deputations from Billawar also sought augmenta-
tion of irrigation schemes in villages of Dramin, Palam and
other villages. They also sought improvement in the power
distribution in the area besides release of pending payments
of SDRF and NREGA. A deputation of people from GuduFu-
lail sought rationalisation of administrative units and open-
ing of a CAPD sale outlet there.

The Chief Minister directed release of Rs. 50 lac for re-
placement and upgradation of machinery equipment of lift
irrigation and drinking water schemes in the area.

Deputations from various villages of Bani sought construc-
tion of tourist huts at Daggar, conceiving micro hydel projects
on Khag and Sevanallas, establishment of a Kendriya Vidya-
laya at Bani, upgradation of Bhandarand Sagrota High Schools
to Higher Secondary schools, completion of work on the
Manjeeri Park in the town and upgradation of Bani High
School to Higher Secondary School and completion of the
Gujjar Bakerwal hostel at Bani.

Deputations from LohaiMalhar area of Bani sought con-
struction of additional accommodation at the local High
School.

The Chief Minister announced immediate release of Rs.
50 lac for completing work on the Gujjar Bakerwal hostel at
Bani. She also announced release of Rs. 60 lac for raising
additional accommodation at the High School, LohaiMalhar.

A deputation of Gujjar &Bakerwal community sought
setting up of a cattle mandi in the District besides activating
the Wool Board. They demanded conduct of a survey of trib-
al population in the State besides setting up tribal schools in
their habitations and extension of BPL concessions to them.

Deputations from Hiranagar sought posting of adequate
staff at local health centre and PHC at Koota. They also de-
manded posting of an Additional Deputy Commissioner for
pacing up development activities in the area besides com-
pensation for the land occupied by Army and other security
establishments and construction of bunkers for the border
people. They also demanded augmentation of drinking water
and power supply.

The Chief Minister directed enforcement of complete ban
on extraction of material from river basins and slapping of
PSA against people found involved in drug peddling. She also
announced release of Rs. 20 lac in favour of Municipal Com-
mittee, Kathua for strengthening civic infrastructure in the
town. She also directed the Deputy Commissioner, Kathua
to launch an anti-encroachment drive on rivers, canals, wa-
ter bodies and other public places.

The Chief Minister also announced release of Rs. 30 lac
for creating a transformer bank in the district to stabilize
power distribution network in the district.

A deputation of people from Basohli sought completion
of work on the receiving station at Sheetal Nagar, improve-
ment in drinking water facility and making the Basohli De-
velopment Authority functional.

The Chief Minister listened to the demands of the deputa-
tions throughout the day and it continued till late in the
evening. In many of the cases Mehbooba Mufti gave on spot
directions for theredressal of the grievances which was hailed
by the deputationists.

Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Rohit Kansal; Di-
visional Commissioner, Jammu, Dr. M K Bhandari; IGP
Jammu zone, Dr. SDS Jamwal; senior officers from the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat and Planning Department; heads of
several Departments; Chiefs of many Engineering wings;
DIG, SKR, Rafeequl Hassan; Deputy Commissioner, Kathua,
; SSP, and officers of District administration were present on
the occasion.

This is the third public outreach programme of the Chief
Minister in the Jammu province. Earlier, she conducted a
similar public outreach programmes at Ramban and Samba.

The public outreach programmes launched by the Chief

Minister have evoked an interesting response from the pub-
licwho come up with their problems for an on the spot redressal.

Mehbooba Mufti has already conducted such programmes
at Pulwama, Kupwara, Budgam, and Baramulla in Kashmir
Valley during which hundreds of people apprised her about
their problems and difficulties.

PEOPLE

“My 11 month baby almost froze while my 70 year old
mother started crying due to adverse weather conditions,”
said a local adding that the search operation concluded at
around 2 am of Monday morning and till then people shivered
in open air.

When contacted Srinagar based Defense Spokesperson
Colonel Rajesh Kalia said that they didn’t ask people to come
out from their houses. “We always ensure that people feel at
ease during any search operation,” he said.

FAROOQ

by which the nation and its people feel ashamed of such
persons being Indian citizens”.

The petition, filed through lawyer Nawal Kishore Jha, has
said the NC chiefshould be tried for penal offences including
sedition and treason under the IPC and the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) and the Intelligence Bureau be also
asked to probe the entire issue.

Abdullah had on November 11 said that PoK belonged to
Pakistan and “this won’t change” no matter how many wars
India and Pakistan fight.

“Itell them in plain terms — not only the people of India,
but also to the world — that the part (of J&K) which is with
Pakistan (PoK) belongs to Pakistan and this side to India.
This won’t change. Let them fight how many wars they want
to. This won’t change,” Abdullah had said.

CONGRESS

In a Statement issued to KNS, Congress Spokesperson
Farooq Andrabi sought clarity from the Govt over the un-
scheduled curtailment of Electricity, which is badly hitting
the students and the public in general. He said PDD must
remain committed to it’s official schedule, which is not hap-
pening, as a result people are facing great hardships due to
unprepared curtailment on the part of PDD.

Adding that PDP BJP ruling dispensation has miserably
failed to ensurebasic facilities to people, Farooq Andrabi said
that Govt must take effective measures to ensure basic fa-
cilities to people especially electricity, Kerosene and other
type of essentials required, as that, winter season is going to
be very harsh, for that Govt must be ready to tackle the situ-
ation arising out of Snowfall etc.

Andrabi urged upon the Govt to ensure Electricity and
other basic facilities to people, on war footing basis.

MONGA

this year is alarming and has the potential to deteriorate
the situation further, if the right steps are not taken by the
Central and the State Governments immediately. Given the
rising toll of casualties and no visible efforts by New Delhi to
engage stakeholders in a meaningful dialogue, people are
worried about the possibility of a breakout of another dead-
ly spell of violence,” Monga said.

“Government time and again says that this number and
that number of militants have been killed. But in this, they
forget how many security personnel and civilians also lose
their lives. Violence is no solution,” he said.

The Congress leader said despite Center’s decision to ap-
point Dineshwar Sharma as ‘special representative’ on Kash-
mir, the interlocution process has been surrounded by
confusion.“Different ministers gave different statements and
Central Government has not stated anything about his man-
date. The Centre hasto be very serious about the process and
make publicwhatkind of mandate hasbeen given to Sharma.
After his visit to the state earlier this month, it seems the
process has failed,” he said.

Monga said if centre wants to have result-oriented nego-
tiations, itneeds tobe veryserious. “The interlocution process
is a half hearted efforts of Gol,” he said and advised Sharma
to do a proper homework about whom to meet and how to

approach them.
SHUTS

Meanwhile, Hajin town of North Kashmir’s Bandipora
district also observed shutdown against the killing of six
Lashkar-e-Taiba militants.

Six militants and an Indian Air Force Commando were
killedin a fierce gun battle at Chandergeer area of Hajin Town
on Saturday evening. Reportssaid that Hajin and its adjoin-
ing areas including Chandergeer, Shahgund, Hakhbara,
Soudnara, Markundal, Vijpara and other areas.

‘All shops and business establishment remained shut
while transport is also off the roads,” said an eyewitness

GEELANI

fleeing and leaving towards Jammu. Therefore, there is
no constitutional, legal, political or moral status of this so-
called instrument of accession.”

“Despite their tall claims and parroting about being a
great democratic country, they are depriving 15 million peo-
ple from their birth right,” Geelani said.

Hurriyat Chairman said how Indian authorities can think

that the nation that has suffered and presented such great
sacrifices, will bear the burden of forced occupation.

Geelani suggested authorities in New Delhi to allow peo-
ple to exercise their right to self-determination, saying that
their predecessors have made commitment in all interna-
tional forums.

“This is the moral responsibility of India to fulfil their
commitment and allow us to live peaceful life,” said Geelani.

Geelaniwhile paying tributestoall martyrs said that these
youths while laying their precious lives, are nourishing a
sacred cause with their blood and in his appeal to people
asked to safeguard their sacrifices and stay away from those
strengthening forced and illegal occupation.

Geelani paid tributes to Ali Kadal martyrs and said “we
are duty bound to follow their mission till its logical end.”

Meanwhile, deeply concerned and grieved about the dev-
astating fire incident at Islamabad (Anantanag) in which 13
residential houses and 18 shops where gutted, Geelani said
that widespread destruction has left more than a dozen
families shelter less in these cold days of winter.

He appealed the affluent class of the society to gener-
ously donate to help these victims so that their sufferings are
minimized to some extent.

DOCTORS

Resident Doctors Association (RDA), Srinagar and RDA
Jammu and Private Practitioners Association.

Dr. Mohammad Yousuf Tak will be Convener, J&K Doctors
Coordination Committee (JKDCC).

“JKDCC is an amalgam the above associations in which
the doctors across State have come under one umbrella to
resolve theirlong-pending issues,” Dr tak told reporters here
during a press conference.

The members today in meeting in Srinagar unanimously
agreed upon toraise following grave issues to stress upon the
Government to resolve these issues in a stipulated time:
Ordinance on offence against on duty doctors or damage to
hospital infrastructure to be made a non-bailable offence;
Caderization of Medical Officers and Dental Surgeons; Ca-
derization of Consultants; Rationalization of posting: Posting
and Transfer policy to be followed in letter and spirit; De-
partmental promotion of Medical officer, Dental Surgeons
and Consultants at regular intervals in time bound manner;
APRs even of previous years of Medical officers, Dental Sur-
geons and Consultants to be signed by sitting respective
Directors and Commissioner Secretary; Hassle free sanction
of earned leave for doctors; Change of nomenclature of Den-
tal Surgeons into Medical Officer (Dental) / Dental Officer
asfollowed in other states; Geriatric OPD/Geriatric wards in
each district hospital for old age patients; Proposal for at-
taching a medical officer with each consultant so that he/she
can be well trained and can manage the patients who need
specialized treatment in case Consultant remains busy with
other patients on when consultant goes on leave; Announcing
annual awards to those doctors who excel in each specialty;
Rooms for Consultants, Medical Officers, Dental Surgeons
in each hospital of state; Non-interference in routine duties
and rosters of doctors by Tehsildars/SDM or officials from
other department; Proposal for treating post graduate train-
ing course as in-service duration for doctors who are PSC
confirmed; Restoration of seniority in administrative levels
with equal share to consultants, medical officers and Dental
surgeons in proportion ratio of 2:2:1; Identity Cards of doctors
to be treated as curfew pass; Two and half day salary for all
doctors asis given to paramedical staff. Since doctors wheth-
er Medical Officers, Dental Surgeons or Consultants do not
avail gazetted or non-gazetted holidays. Medical officers are
put on night duties and consultants have to attend 24 x 7 call
duties various district and sub-district hospitals. Increased
special pay given to doctors from 800 to 4000 and must be
given to consultants also; Creation of new dental surgeon
posts as no dental surgeon posts have been advertised for
last more than 10 years. The number of unemployed dental
surgeons has swelled to more than 3000 with the state of
Oral Health Services in shambles; Rural allowance - More
allowance to doctors working in far flung areas than working
in Capital cities; Equal pay for equal work : Doctors whether
Medical officers, Consultants & Dental Surgeons working
under National Health Mission (NHM) scheme should get
equal salary as given to PSC confirmed Doctors; Policy for
regularization of doctors employed under NHM scheme as
early as possible; Risk allowances and high risk vaccination
to doctors; Career incentives to doctors in the form of special
medical course trainings, fellowships; Reservations of 50
percent posts at newly upgraded medical colleges for consul-
tants working in health and possessing the required criteria;
Increasing the sanctioned strength of consultants and senior
consultant at all District hospitals without any political cen-
tered distribution as has been in past; Special economic
package/Land lease for full time Private Practitioners for
opening of Clinics/Hospital or Nursing homes which will
relieve the burden on Government regarding health care as
employment generation will be created.

JKDCC demanded NEET center to be set up in Srinagar
also and removal of pay anomaly among doctors.

The meeting was attended by office bearers of all asso-
ciationsincluding Founder DAK, Dr Khalid Parvez, Dr Suhail
Naik, President DAK, Dr Owais H Dar General Secretary
DAK, Dr Mir Mushtaq (Spokesperson JKDCC) at the end
thanked all the members present in the meeting who spared
their precious time in order to make the meeting successful.
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Governor chairs Committee of Board Meeting todiscussissuesrelating
tomuleowners/handlersoperatingonthetracksto Shrine

=3

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 20: Gov-
ernor N. N. Vohra, Chairman Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board,
chaired a meeting of the Committee
ofthe Board (comprisingJammubased
Members of the Board) to discuss
issues relating to mule owners/han-
dlers operating on the track between
Katra and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine. The Meeting discussed anote
prepared by the Chief Secretary, in
compliance to the directions of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT), in
the matter Gauri Maulekhi Vs. State
of J&K and Ors.

The meeting, held at the Raj Bha-
van Jammu, was attended by Shri
B.B.Vyas, Chief Secretary (and Mem-
ber of the Board); Dr. S. S. Bloeria,
Dr. Ashok Bhan, Mr. H. L. Maini and
Maj. Gen. (Retd) Shiv Kumar Sharma,
all Jammu based Members of the

Board. Dr. M. K. Kumar, Additional
CEO of the Shrine Board, partici-
pated in the discussions.

The Meeting discussed the NGT’s
directions and the issues relating to
the rehabilitation of mule operators
and agreed as below:

(i) For the satisfactory manage-

ment of the pilgrimage to the Holy
Cave Shrine the availability of a
given number of ponies shall neces-
sarilyberequired, to meet the require-
ments of the pilgrims.

(ii) Inthe context of the complaints/
protestations organized by the pony
operators (inthe wake of NGT s direc-

tions to State Government), which
were supported by political parties/
leaders, the CoBwere of the view that,
for ensuring the peaceful conduct of
theYatrathe State Government should
take an overall view in the matter,
particularly keeping in mind that a
much larger number of pony/mule
operators supportthe Shri Amarnathji
Yatra. CoB also noted that ponies were
in demand by tourists visiting Gul-
marg, Pahalgam, Sonamarg and
other places of tourist attraction.
(iii) In view of (i) and (ii) above,
CoB urged Chief Secretary to timely
seek the State Cabinet’s directionsin
the matter. Governor emphasised the
need for a holistic/harmonious view
beingarrived at for time bound mea-
sures being taken to ensure the best
possible rehabilitation of all the reg-
istered mule owners/handlers.

Div Com reviews Eid Milad-un-
Nabi (SAW) arrangements

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 20: Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad Khan
today convened a meeting to review the ar-
rangements for the forthcoming Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (SAW).

Deputy Commissioners of Anantnag, Shop-
ian, Budgam, Ganderbal, Pulwama, Leh,
Kargil, Kupwara, Baramulla and Bandipora
districts participated in the meeting through
video conferencing while Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Chief Engineers of various
departments, SSP Traffic, SP Hazratbal and
officials of Wakf Board, Health Department,
SMC, FCS&CA attended the meeting.

Addressing the meeting, the Divisional
Commissioner directed for making all es-
sential commodities available and all facilities
to be provided uninterrupted. He directed
for immediately making a Control Room
functional under the supervision of ACR at

Dargah Hazratbal. He directed the officials
of PDD to ensure uninterrupted power supply
to all the congregation sites in the Kashmir
division during the entire period. He also
directed for the restoration of street lights in
and around these areas. He said that the larg-
est congregation will be held at Dargah Haz-
ratbal and additional staff will be deployed
wherever needed.

The DivCom directed the officials to make
all street lights functional at the Hazratbal
and keep a Genset on standby condition in
case there is a power failure. The Divisional
Commissioner also directed for making pro-
vision of safe drinking water, adequate supply
of ration, healthcare facilities, fire fighting
arrangements, parking facilities and ensuring
cleanliness at Hazratbal Shrine and at all
other Masjids and shrines where alarge num-
ber of devotees are expected to arrive.

JK records 2nd highest growth

Mir Zahoor reviews status of KLC related
developmental works at Pulwama

rate in India during 2015-16

Marks positive shift in various socio-economic parameters

JAMMU,NOVEMBER 20:
Atanimpressive growthrate
of 14.7 percent in 2015-16,
Jammu and Kashmirranked
2nd in the latest India Today
annual ‘State of the States’
ranking. The state has also
been positioned itself at 11th
intheoverall ranking oflarge
states.

J&K has achieved 2nd
rankingin othertwokeyareas
including Education and En-
vironment.

Launched in 2003, this
annual exercise by India To-
dayisbased on objective data
sourced from governmentand
other authentic sources to
gauge the performance of
Indian states across various
parameters such as economy,
health, agriculture, education
and infrastructure.

Regarded asthe gold stan-
dard in measuring the socio-
economic performance of the
states, the study reveals that
Arunachal Pradesh hastopped
the growth ranking as ‘Fast
and Furious’ marking the
highest growth rate in the
nation in 2015-16 at 16.5%
followed by J&K at 14.7%, with
Goa, Gujarat and Andhra
Pradesh also making to the
top five states.

Achievingsignificant mile-
stones in implementation of
various developmentalinitia-
tives, Jammu and Kashmir
has marked positive perfor-
mance in this comparative
study and has received ac-
colades and recognition in
various fields including edu-
cation, environment & clean-
liness, inclusive development

besides cutting into top 10
states in health, law & order,
economy and infrastructure.

Asaresult offocussed at-
tention by the government to
education sector both in
qualitative and in quantitative
terms, Jammu and Kashmir
hasbeen ranked 2nd among
all the large states based on
improvement in parameters
including average student to
classroom ratio, transition
rate from primary to upper
primary, number of girls en-
rolled in primary, pupil
teacher ratio, lesser dropout
rate, number of schools and
colleges perlakh population.

The study also makes the
way for J&K to achieve the
2nd ranking in environment
and cleanliness following the
state of Telangana and 4th

rankingininclusive develop-
ment category. J&K also re-
ceived top accolades for mark-
ing huge improvement in
environment and cleanliness
in the large states category
between 2010-11 and 15-16.
Thestatehasbeenranked
7thinthe publichealth, 6thin
law & order and 10th in both
economy and infrastructure.
Withaccruing gth position
among the top states, with
the lowest percentage of
population below the pov-
erty line, J&K has managed
to be counted as one of the
prosperous states in the na-
tion. Currently state’s 10.4%
population is below poverty
line as compared to the 5.1%
of Goa, 7.1% of Kerala and
8.2% of Sikkim which have
topped this category.

PULWAMA,NOVEMBER
20: Minister of State for For-
est, Environment, Animal &
Sheep Husbandry, Coopera-
tive and Fisheries, Mir Zahoor
Ahmad, today chaired ameet-
ing of officers at Mini Secre-
tariat, Pulwama. The Minis-
ter took the review of Kah-
charai Land Compensation
(KLC)related developmental
works being executed at Le-
thpora and Chandhara.

The Ministerwasapprised
about the latest status of
various on-going developmen-
tal works by District Devel-
opmental Commissioner,
Ghulam Mohammad Dar
through a power point pre-
sentation.

Different delegations of
the people who were present
at the meeting highlighted
their grievances regarding
Kahcharai Land Compensa-
tion (KLC) related develop-
mental works. The house was
informed that the work on

certain developmental projects
have been put on hold in lieu
of court directions as a few
residentsinthevillageshave
taken the mattertothe court.

The Minister directed the
concerned authorities to ex-
pedite the developmental
worksinboth thevillagesand
redressthe grievances of the
people at an earliest. Taking
stock of the funds released
under KLC, Mir Zahoor di-
rected the concerned tomake
judicious use of available

funds.

The Ministeralsoappealed
the people to build a consen-
susamong them and setaside
the differences if any so that
developmental works are
completed withoutanyfurther
delay due to litigations and
other bottlenecks.

Later on, Minister chaired
aseparate meeting toreview
the arrangements for the up-
coming festival, Eid Milad u
Nabi.

TheMinisterstressed upon

the officers of PDD & PHE for
providing uninterrupted elec-
tricity and drinking water
supply to the people, besides
ensuring proper street light-
ing. He directed Municipal
Authorities to ensure proper
sanitation and cleanliness at
all the places particularly in
and around the mosques.
Amongothers, ADC, Joint
Director Planning, ACR and
other district officers from
various departments were
present during the meeting.

Bali Bhagat inaugurates live operative

Measures afoot to make PDS
transparent, pilferage proof: Zulfkar

workshop on Endometriosis

MLA Batamaloo donates ambulance to SKIMS Hospltal Bemina

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 20: The
Department of Obstetrics & Gynae-
cology of SKIMS Medical College &
Hospital, Bemina today organised a
CME (CSEP and a Live Operative
Workshop) on Endometriosis dem-
onstrating the live surgeries.

The workshop was inaugurated
by Minister for Health & Medical
Education, Bali Baghat, whowas Chief
Guestontheoccasion. MLA Batamaloo,
Noor Mohammad Sheikh, Director
Health Services Kashmir, Dr Saleem-
ur-Rehman, Director SKIMS, Prof.
A.G Ahanger, Vice Chairman, Selec-
tion Committee, SKIMS, Prof M.S
Khuroo, Principals SKIMS Medical
College and Hospital Bemina, Prof.
Riyaz Ahmad Untoo, Dean Academ-
ics, SKIMS, Prof. Altaf Kirmani, Or-
ganizing Chairperson, ENDOCON
2017, Prof. Rifat Arawere also present
on the occasion.

Experts from outside State which
include Dr B.B Dash and Dr. Ajay
Wakhloo demonstrated the live sur-
geries.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister stated that the Government
hastaken measurestostrengthen the
medical education and health care
institutions of the State. He compli-
mented the Principal, Dr. ReyazUntoo
for histireless efforts and putting the
SKIMS Medical College on fast track

development and assured full support
from the Government for the develop-
ment of SKIMS Medical College, Be-
mina.

Bhagat said thatitishisdreamto
see SKIMS Medical College as a top-
notch College in the State. He said
efforts are being put in to amalgam-
atethe newly constructed 250-bedded
Maternity & Child Care Hospital with

SKIMS Medical College-Hospital,
Bemina which will enhance its over-
all functioning.

Ontheoccasion, MLA Batamaloo,
Noor Mohammad Sheikh donated an
ambulance to SKIMS Hospital Be-
mina from his constituency develop-
ment fund.

In his address, he complimented
the hospital administration who un-

dertook the task of operating a large
number of emergency patients referred
from Government L. D. Hospital in
May 2017 when fire broke out in there.

He assured full support for the
amalgamation of newly constructed
250-bedded Maternity & Child Care
Hospital with the SKIMS Medical
College, Bemina.

The Organizing Chairperson of
the Workshop, Prof. RifatAra, HOD
Gynaecology & Obstetrics, SKIMS
Medical College, Bemina explained
the importance of the workshop and
stated that such surgical procedures
arebeing done in a few centres of the
State.

Prof. M. S. Khuroo said the need
ofthe hourto strengthen the institu-
tion by putting in collective efforts
and creating better patient care ser-
vices both in quality and quantity.

The Principal of the College, Dr.
Reyaz Untoo, explained the measures
taken for removal of the deficiencies
pointed out by the MCI like faculty,
staffand infrastructural deficiencies.
Many faculty posts that got filled up
through proper selection and more
thanhundreds of para-medical vacan-
ciesfilled up through proper selection
which resulted in the removal of de-
ficiency pointed out by the MCI on
account of faculty and other categories
of staff.

Minister launches PoS Machines at Rajouri

RAJOURI,NOVEMBER 20: Minister for
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs and
Tribal Affairs Chowdhary Zulfkar Ali today
said the government has undertaken a slew
of measures to ensure digitization of Public
Distribution System to make it more transpar-
ent, accountable and pilferage proof.

The Minister said this after launching a
POS machine under e-PDS Project at Govern-
ment Sale Depot, Alpha Gate Rajouri.

Present on the occasion were Commis-
sioner Secretary FCS & CAs M. D. Khan, DDC
Dr. Shahid Igbal Choudhary, Controller Legal
Metrology R.K. Katoch, Nodal Officer e-PDS
Project Arun Kotwal, AD FCS & CAs Javid
Igbaland other officers of districtadministra-
tion.

Speaking on the occasion, Zulfkar Ali
informed that in the first phase, 15 ration
depotsinthedistrict are being brought under
the ambit of e-PDS Project and in the next
three months it will be replicated in all fair
price shops across the district once the cent
percent Aadhaar Seeding of all rationees is
completed.

He furtherinformed that POS machines
are connected to a server that uploads every
transaction on the portaland canbe monitored
in any part of the country anytime. These
Aadhaar linked POS machines also display
price, scale and credentials of the consumer
which leaves no space for any malpractice in
the system, he added.

“The government is mulling to provide
pulses at highly subsidized rates through ra-
tion depots besides provision of laptops at

these depots so that these can become centers
of other activities like ticketing, form filling
etc.” Zulfkar informed.

He exhorted that the Government has
adopted best practices of the country and
applied technology such as GIS tagging of
depots, online allocation of food grains,
digitization of records and GPS linking of
trucksutilized fortransportation of food grains
to make the distribution chain transparent
and toarrestthe remotest chance of pilferage
and black marketing.

Referringtovery few complaintsreceived
on Online Grievance Redressal Portal in spite
of 28 Lakh rationees in the state, Zulfkar
expressed satisfaction that the present dis-
pensation, inshortspan oftwo and halfyears,
has been successful to assess the issue of
shortage of food grains in the state.

Later, the Minister laid foundation stone
of Rs. 1 crore attendant Sarai at District Hos-
pital under Tribal Sun-Plan. He directed the
concerned toimmediately start the construc-
tion work on the Sarai and set a deadline of
4 months for completion of the project so that
it can be put to use for public.

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 20:

Asiea visits Hazrathal shrine, reviews Milad arrangements

Minister of State for Health and
Social Welfare, Asiea Nagash to-
day visited Hazratbal shrine to
take stock of the arrangements
put in place for upcoming Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (SAW).
Ontheoccasion, the Minister
chaired a meeting to review the
arrangements and facilitiesmade
for devotees who will be visiting
the Hazratbal shrine during Milad
days starting 19 November.
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar

® 00 ©o

Syed Abid Rashid, CEO J&K Wakaf
Board Fayaz Ahmad, 1.G Traffic,
Jagjit Kumar, DIG Central, RTO,
Chief Engineer PHE, PDD, Gen-
eral Manager SRTC and officers
from SMC, Police, Traffic, Fire &
Emergency Services, Health, and
SRTC attended the meeting.
During the meeting, the Min-
isterwasinformed that SRTCwould
plyanadequate number of special
buses for women from Lal Chowk
to Hazratbal. She was informed
that Health Department would

set up 5 medical camps with all
healthcare facilities.

The meeting was told that SMC
will deploy 110 workers for round
the clock sanitationin and around
the shrine beside 4 mobile toilets
will be put in place at different
locations.

Officials of PDD assured that
they will provide uninterrupted
electricitybesides repairingdefunct
lights in the area and would also
keep 60-70 KV generators avail-
able to ensure uninterrupted

power supply to the shrine.

The meeting wastold that PHE
will provide round the clock water
supply and additional two water
tankers would be kept available

in the Shrine premises and more
tankerswillbe provided ifthe need
arises. The Minister directed the
authorities of R&B department to
repair all potholes and choked

drains around the shrine.

The 1.G Traffic said that they
will make publictrafficroute plans
toprevent trafficjamsand besides
parking spaces will be earmarked

asusual where devotees can park
their vehicles.

The D.I.G Central assured of
providing two more companies of
lady constables in addition to al-
ready existing 70 constables besides
installing of more CCTV cameras
outside the shrine to prevent any
law and order situation.

The Minister asked all the de-
partments to ensure all arrange-
mentswellin time to facilitate the
devotees paying obeisance at the
shrine.
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Editorial

Tiﬁle and Ussze

J&K
JUDICIAL
SAFE ZONES

It has long been recognised that children tes-
tifying aswitnesses find the courtroom experience
intimidating. In many cases, they are victims
themselves, and may be deterred from deposing
fully and confidently in the formal atmosphere.
The Supreme Court’s direction that within three
months there should be at least two special depo-
sition centres under every high court’sjurisdiction
is a positive step towards ensuring a conducive
and protective atmosphere for vulnerable wit-
nesses. This takes forward the principle already
containedinlawsrelatingto children. Forinstance,
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Actprovidesfor child-friendly procedures during
atrial. Underthislaw, the officer recordingachild’s
statement should not be in uniform; also, during
court proceedings steps must be taken to ensure
that the child is not exposed to the accused. The
courtisallowed torecordachild’sstatement through
video conferencing, or using one-way mirrors or
curtains. At present, Delhi has foursuch deposition
centres, backed by guidelines framed by the Del-
hi High Court. The amicus curiae in a criminal
appeal before the Supreme Court had suggested
that such special centres are needed in criminal
casesthatinvolve vulnerable witnesses. The Bench,
setting aside a high court’s acquittal of a man ac-
cused of raping a hearing and speech impaired
girland restoringthetrial court’s conviction, agreed
such centres are needed with safeguards.

The Delhi High Court’s guidelines are inspired
bythe UN Model Law on Justice in Matters involv-
ing Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime. The
mainobjectivesinclude eliciting complete, accurate
and reliable testimony from child witnesses, min-
imising harm, and preventing ‘secondary victi-
misation’. Secondary victimisation, or the harm
that occurs not due to a criminal act but through
the insensitive response of institutions, systems
andindividuals, is something that vulnerable wit-
nesses often experiencein cases of sexual violence.
The creation of special centres would have to im-
ply much more than a safe space for recording the
testimony of vulnerable witnesses. It should also
mean that multiple depositions and hearings at
which they have to be present are avoided. In
particular, they should nothave to needlessly wait
fortheirturn orbe subjected to procedural delays.
For now, the term ‘vulnerable witnesses’ is lim-
ited to children, but the principle may have to be
expanded to include adults who may be equally
vulnerable to threats and an atmosphere of fear
and intimidation. Victims of sexual violence and
whistle-blowers whose testimony against power-
ful adversaries may endanger their lives require
a conducive atmosphere to depose. Ideally, every
district in the country would need a special depo-
sition centre. The infrastructural and financial
burden may be huge, but the state will have to
provide for it to abide by the overarching principle
of protecting vulnerable witnesses.

SUCH A LONG LEGACLY:
ON INDIRA GANDHI

» Neera Chandhoke

he term populism has acquired
I considerable currency these days,
and is widely used to describe a
distinctive mode of politics. Though populist
leaders are democratically elected, they be-
tray scant respect for the procedures and
institutions of democracy, civil liberties, and
dissent. Appearing like a veritable messiah
onto the stage of politics, they attack elitism,
establishment politics, and corruption. Dis-
daining the rules of constitutional democ-
racy, they preferto concentrate powerin their
own person, and directly speak to and for an
inchoate entity called the people. Populism
neatly captures the political style of Donald
Trump in the U.S, Rodrigo Duterte in the
Philippines, and Narendra Modi of India.
These leaders have attracted attention, but
their populist politics can prove dangerous
for democracy.

STANDING UP TO ‘BIG MEN’

Consider Indira Gandhi, whose birth
centenary it is on Sunday. She single-hand-
edlywrote and enacted the script of populism
in India, amidst a struggle for the control of
the Congress party. Jawaharlal Nehru had
steered the party to impressive victories in
the first three elections to Parliament after
Independence. This gave the government an
edge overthe partyleadership. Nehru’sdeath
in 1964 restored power to the ‘big men’in the
Congress. They were more than familiar with
political strategies, and were adept at ma-
noeuvring their way through the thickets of
politics.

They decided to put Indira Gandhi, who
had acquired a fair deal of popularity, in her
place. Her biographers tell us that she was
unbearably patronised by the ‘Syndicate’
peopled by powerful Congressmen — Atulya
Ghosh, K. Kamaraj, S.K. Patil, N. Sanjiva
Reddy, S. Nijalingappa and Biju Patnaik. As
a member of Prime Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri’s cabinet, Mrs. Gandhi was handed
theinconsequential Information and Broad-
casting Ministry, was heckled in Parliament
and was disparagingly referred to as a ‘goon-
gi gudiya’ (dumb doll) by Ram Manohar
Lohia.

Yet, when Shastri passed away the Con-
gress, wracked by political rivalries, decided
that Mrs. Gandhi should be the next Prime
Minister. She was sworn in as the first wom-
an Prime Minister of India on January 24,
1966. From thelate 1960s to her assassination
in 1984, the same woman who had been
regularly belittled by her male colleagues
dominated the party as well as the country.
And these ‘big men’ who had assumed that
they would control power in a government
headed by a mere woman vanished into the
mists of time.

TURNING POINT IN 1967

The story of Prime Minister Gandhi’s
ascentin politics beginsin the 1967 elections,

when she campaigned for the party across
the country. She travelled thousands of ki-
lometresin an open jeep, addressed crowds,
and secured acclaim. She quickly grasped
thatolder power equationsinrural Indiahad
given way to palpable tensions between the
landed and the landless. Displaying consid-
erable political acumen, and a great sense of
timing, Mrs. Gandhi positioned herself
firmly for the poor — garib — the new po-
litically significant factor in Indian politics.
Appealingdirectlyto this section of Indians,
and deploying dexterously the slogan ‘garibi
hatao’ (remove poverty), she assiduously
forged and nurtured a national constituency
overtheheads of regional leaders. After Ma-
hatma Gandhiit was Indira Gandhi whowas
seen as the saviour of the poor, and over time
as ‘Mother India.

Following distinctively pro-poor policies,
she nationalised 14 commercial banks in
1969, and abolished the privy purses of the
erstwhileroyals. Inthe process, she exposed
the pro-rich stand of existing leaders, their
incompetence and their advancing age that
pre-empted any radical move. Shortly there-
afterthe party split,and Mrs. Gandhibecame
the undisputed leader of the dominant wing
of the party. In retrospect, ‘garibi hatao’
rhetoric appears unpretentious and simple.
But used for the first time in Indian politics
to directly address the concerns of the poor,
itcontributed to the consolidation of author-
ity. In the 1971 elections, the Congress came
back to power with an overwhelming major-
ity. And Mrs. Gandhi secured the sort of le-
gitimacy her father had enjoyed.

Mrs. Gandhi was adept at emotionally
mobilising the masses. The electoral suc-
cesses of her party gave her the authority to
select which leader she catapulted into, or
dismissed from, ministerial posts. Under her

leadership, India secured food self-sufficien-
cy, and made gigantic strides in developing
nuclear and space technology. The Indian
Army won a decisive victory over Pakistan
in 1971, and opposition leaders began to hail
her as Durga, the vanquisher of all evil.

Conversely her disdain for procedures
and parliamentary proprieties led to the
rapid decline of democraticinstitutions. Prime
Minister Gandhi changed therules of Indian
politics by calling for a committed judiciary
and acommitted bureaucracy. Aboveall, she
changed the Congress party. As her stature
roseintheeyesof Indians, her party declined
dramatically. The same Congress that had
specialised in addressing, negotiating, and
resolving demands of different groups with-
in the framework of its organisation became
captivetotheleader. Thiswasatatime when
popular expectations of parties and of the
government had escalated.

By the late 1960s, disgruntlement had
coalesced rapidly under the leadership of
Jayaprakash Narayan. Mrs. Gandhiimposed
an internal emergency from 1975 to 1977 in
response. Civil liberties were suspended,
oppositionleaders werejailed, petty rulings
censored films, with songs of Kishore Kumar
banned from All India Radio. The government
tried to legitimise the Emergency by issuing
a 20-point programme for economic and
social reform. This did not work. The Emer-
gency regime was voted out in the 1977 elec-
tions.

A BRAVE WOMAN

The saga of Indira Gandhi tells us of a
woman brave enough to breach ramparts
fortified by the old elite, establish her own
brand of politics based on a direct and un-
mediated relationship with the electorate,

succeed in banishing the very men who had
at one time treated her patronisingly and
shabbily, and become aloved Prime Minister.
Her politics epitomised populism. However,
her efforts to marginalise opponents and
party colleagues bred abitter harvest. By the
mid-1970s she had become suspicious of ev-
eryone, and could rely on no one except her
son Sanjay. The consequences were disastrous:
the imposition of the Emergency that pul-
verised political life in the country. Mrs.
Gandhiwasvoted backin 1980 but she seemed
to have lost her ability to judge the political
moment, and mislaid her famed acumen.
The decision to storm the Golden Temple was
a historic blunder. The Prime Minister who
moved the hearts and minds of millions would
die at the hands of her own guards in 1984.

Sheleftbehind a shakylegacy, on the one
hand personalisation of power and on the
other diminished institutional capacity. The
results were painfully evident in the 1984
anti-Sikhriots. After her death, bloodthirsty
crowdsranamucktokilland maiminnocent
citizens of India. The country paid heavily
for political populism in the form of person-
alised power, neglect of institutional propri-
ety, disdain for procedures that contain the
otherwise unabashed exercise of power, and
the reduction of ministerial colleagues to
courtiers. Have we learnt anything from this
history of the rise and fall of one of the most
admired leaders of Indian politics? Or are
we going to let the past repeat itself again
and again and again, in the fascination for
populist politics. For it is not the populist
leader, but the country which has to pay the
wages of populism.

Neera Chandhokeis aformer Pro-
fessor of Political Science at Delhi
University

Recipe for that perfect

moment

» Shivangi Rai

hree of us were sitting on the

I last rock down at the end of

thejagged Dalmatian cliff-side.

It wasn’t such a difficult trek down, to

be honest. The rock terraces snaking

down this absolutely precious hole-in-

the-wall bar called Buza bar, were dan-
gerous only for the truly inebriated.

We were almost at that stage but not
entirely. A giggle here and a snort there
and almost a tumble later, we were at
the desired spot. The rock was wet from
the constant assault of waves and prom-
ised a cold throne.

But we had not risked our lives and
limbs and made it so far down (it was
barely five steps now that I think of it)
tobe dissuaded by the possibility of wet
posteriors. Sitting down led to a bit of
anargumentasitwasacurved rock and
nobody wanted to sit on the pointy bit.

But as is the way of the world, the
smallest of us size-wise had to make the
sacrifice and occupy the decidedly un-
comfortable peak. That settled, not to
everyone’s satisfaction of course, we
finally did what we had planned to do
the moment we had spied that tiny rock
from the terracotta cliff side balcony of
Buza Bar. We took our shoes off, rolled
our trousers up and dipped our feet in
the liquid emerald called the Adriatic.
Three of us hissed in unison as it was
December and no amount of glittering
Dubrovnik sun could have warmed the
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seas.

But after a while the water felt just
the right degree of cold. Maybe it was
the locally brewed concoction that we
had had by the buckets at Buza earlier
thatkind of took the edge off. Whatever
bethe case, the cold waves swinging our
feet under the water back and forth in a
hypnotic rhythm, soothed in many un-
explainable ways.

I am not sure how long we sat there.
It could have been an hour or four. All T
remember is that we still had much of
the city left to see. It was a spot that
wasn’ton our list. We had stumbled upon
it while walking in the old town along
the old city castle walls. There was this
sign board that pointed right and read
“cold beer and a beautiful view”. We
were tempted by the first promise a tad
bit more than the latter. So we followed
the sign and suddenly came upon this
innocuous looking gate carved into the
walls. Itlooked like a pass to the gallows,
tobe honest. But then, past those dubi-
ouslooking gates something shiny caught
the eye. It was our first glimpse of the
glorious Adriatic seducing us with its
thousands shades of blue and green.

As if that was not enough, the sun
was at the perfect angle in a cloudless
sky, catching every rising wave and mak-
ing a momentary jewel out of each of
them. Three of us had ‘awestruck’ writ-
ten on our facesin different ways — mouth
hanging open to eyes bugged out to “Oh
(read profanity of your choice)!” And

that gate was what led us to the Buza

Bar, whose stocks we went through like

thirsty fish, clicked quintessential pic-
tures for social media and then finally
settled on the pointy wet rock.

Surreal feeling

Our feet in the water, the sun on our
faces and an endless blue-green sea for
view, it felt surreal. It was a truly perfect
moment. Time had slowed down but at
thesametime it was flying away too fast.
I was breathing slow and blinking less
to seize all I could, to feel all I could. I
felt this weight in the proximity of my
heart — the weight of a perfect moment.
I knew I was in it but I feared what if I
don’t experience this again. It was a
strange limbo of an emotion. That deep
contentment accompanied by the fore-
boding of its loss.

I couldn’t take it any longer so I ex-
pressed my fears to my companions.
Whatifthisisit? Whatif I never experi-
encethiseveragainand only get torelive
it in memories? At first both of them
scoffed at mywhimsies asall true friends
would, and wondered if I was more plas-
tered than they had thought. ButIguess
Ilooked seriously worried so one of them
said reassuringly: “Don’t worry about
it. Three of us are going to have million
such moments in the future. But more
importantly, the nexttime we will ensure
that you are stone cold sober and not
ruining this for us with your whining.”

My alleged best friends snickered
and I curbed my impulse to push both
of them into the freezing sea for mock-
ing such a profound train of thought.

But it wasn’t long before I was laughing
with them at my own ‘cornyness’.

And it slowly dawned on me that I
was wrong. This wasn’t my first perfect
moment. T have had several before. And
with these very same disloyal friends
who were nowbusy amusing themselves
at my expense.

Sitting on abench in Connaught Place
eating bhel, soaking up the national
capital’s winter sun and laughing at all
the overdressed Delhiaunties. Ordering
‘sub of the day’ at Subway because we
never had enough money at that time to
buy the sandwich of our choice. Doing
an all-nighter, just talking for straight
12 hours and sleeping only because we
wanted to pretend we weren't crazy.

I guess the recipe for a perfect mo-
ment is not very complicated, after all.
First, it almost always catches you un-
awares when you least expect it. It is
unencumbered by weight of expectations.

Second, the setting may or may not
matter. Itdoeshelpifoneisnearabeach
or a mountain but this not an essential
requisite.

But the most important ingredient,
without which no moment can even come
close to perfection, is having goofy, up-
to-no-good old friends who know you
in and out and are always ready to ruin
that perfect moment with the most im-
perfectly timed sniggers.

shivangirai@gmail.com
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BJP releases third list of
candidates for Gujarat polls

AHMEDABAD: The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)on Mondayreleased
its third list, consisting
of 28 candidates, for the
upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly polls.

The BJP announced
the names of the candi-
dates on Twitter. Yester-
day, the partyhadreleased
thesecondlist, consisting
of 36 candidates, and had
earlierreleased afirstlist
- of 70 candidates.

Overall, the partyhas

announced 134 candidates for election to the 182-member
Gujarat Assembly, which is to be held in two phases on De-

cember 9 and 14.

The names were finalised by BJP's Central Election Com-

mittee, which met on Wednesday.

Congress' defeat directly proportionate
Jitendra Smgh

to Rahul's elevation:

NEW DELHI: Union Minister
of State (independent charge) in
Prime Minister's Office Jitendra
Singh on Monday said the promo-
tion of Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi as party chief is di-
rectly proportionate to the defeat
of the party.

Speaking to ANI, the Union
Minister said, "This is a peculiar
phenomena of the Congress Party.
Each time the Congress looses an
election, Rahul Gandhi gets an el-
evation. The defeat of the Congress
inanelectionisdirectly proportion-
atetothe promotion of Rahulinthe
party hierarchy."

He added that after 2014 Lok

will move on to become president
ofthe Congress Party. We have noth-
ing to say about Rahul's elevation
asitistheirinternal matter. We are
confident of the victory with each
passing day. Rahul Gandhi's cam-
paign in Gujarat is a blessing in
disguise for us. It offers Gujarat an
opportunity to judge where each
one of us stand," Singh said.

The Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) today announced the
schedule to elect the next party
president, paving the way for Rahul's
coronation just before the Gujarat
elections.The CWC meeting was
chaired by current party president
Sonia Gandhi at her 10, Janpath

nominations on December 5 and
allow contender(s), if there any, to
withdraw the nomination by De-
cember 11.Election, if there is any
contender, would be held on De-
cember 16 and results will be an-
nounced on December 19.

The Congress said if thereis no
other contender for the post, the
partywould announce Rahul's can-
didature on the last date of scru-
tiny, i.e. December 5.In October,
Soniahad said Rahul Gandhiwould
be elevated soon.

Sonia has been the Congress
President since 1988, making her
the longest-serving chief of the
party.She hasbeen unwellin recent

The meeting, chaired by BJP president Amit Shah, was
attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Rajnath Singh and Minister of External Affairs Sushma

Swaraj among others.

Sabha debacle, Rahul became the
vice-president of the party after he
was elevated from the post of gen-
eral secretary.

"Now after Gujarat's debacle he

residence earlier this morning.
The 47-year-old vice-president
ofthe Congressissettosucceed his
mother, Sonia, and is expected to
be elected unopposed like she has

been for the past 17 years.

The Congress will issue the poll
notification on December 1 and if
anyone would want to contend for

the succession to the party presi-

dency, he/she will have to file nom-

ination papers by December 4.
The party will scrutinise the

years and has scaled back her pub-
lic engagements, which brought
Rahul more to the forefront.
Rahul became the party's vice-
president in January 2013.

Panel set up to recommend pay hike for lower court judges

NEW DELHI: The government
hasnotified the appointment of a com-
missiontorecommend hikeinsalaries
of judges of lower courts.

The Union cabinet had last week
granted its approval for the formation
of the second National Judicial Pay
Commission.

The commission would be headed
byJustice P Venkatrama Reddj, retired
Supreme Court judge. R Basant, a
formerjudge of the Kerala High Court,
is the member of the panel, the noti-
fication issued by the law ministry
said.The commission would make its
recommendations to the state govern-
ments, preferably within a period of
18 months.

Thejudges andjudicial officers of
subordinate courts got the last pay

hikein 2010, a three-fold jump, from
theirsalariesdecidedin 1999.The 2010
hike was applied retrospectively from
January 1, 2006.

The current entry level salary for

ajunior civiljudgeis Rs 45,000 while
aseniorjudge getsnearly Rs 80,000.

The commission will submit its
recommendations in early 2019 and
the hike againis expected to be given

with retrospective effect.The move
comes after directions from the Su-
preme Courtin May. The firstjudicial
pay commission, headed by Justice
Jagannatha Shetty, wassetupin March
1996 and it submitted its report in
November 1999.

The Supreme Court had appoint-
ed a one-member committee under
Justice E Padhmanabhan, a retired
high court judge, who submitted his
report in July 2009 recommending
the three-fold hike.

The recommendations of the
commission will help in promoting
efficiencyinjudicial administration,
optimising the size of judiciary etc.
and to remove anomalies created in
implementation of earlier recom-
mendations.

Delhi HC notice to Centre, Bengal govt
on Mukul Roy phone tapping charge

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on
Monday directed the Centre and the West
Bengal government to file in a sealed cover
their responses on a plea by BJP leader
Mukul Roy alleging that his phones were
being tapped by the state police.

Justice Vibhu Bakhru asked the Cen-
tre, state government and Roy’s telecom
service providers -- MTNL and Voda-
fone to file their affidavits stating wheth-
er Roy is being monitored or his calls are
intercepted by any of the agencies.

The court said if this is being done,
then also file the reason in sealed cover.

The court asked them to file their af-
fidavit in two weeks and listed the mat-
ter for December 7.

During the hearing, counsel for the
Centre and the West Bengal government
opposed the petition saying if at all any
cause of action arises, it should be at the
court in West Bengal.

The former Trinamool Congress MP
had alleged that while he was in West
Bengal, he had always found that the lo-
cal police were monitoring his move-
ments.Roy, who left his old party to join
the BJP earlier this month, had sought
direction to his telecom service provid-
ers to produce before the court orders, if
any, issued by the Centre or the state
government to intercept telegraphic
messages originating from or received
by the leader or any of his relatives.

Development should remain focus in Gujarat, BJP

will try to digress: Rahul at Congress meeting

NEWDELHI: Congress vice president

the keyissue of development in Gujarat.

Ira Joshi appointed Doordarshan News director
general, Ghanshyam Goel made DAVP DG

®

Rahul Gandhi on Monday asked party
workers to remain focused on develop-
mentforthe Gujaratelections,and warned
thatthe BJPwould trytodivertattention
from the issue.

Speaking ata meeting of the Congress

A party leader told IANS that Gan-
dhi said “we should not digress from
the agenda of development”

The Congress Working Committee
inits meeting on Monday morning fixed
December 16 as the date for electing its

NEW DELHI: Press Information

Directorate of Advertising and Visu-

the additional charge of the post.

Bureau director general Ira Joshi

was on Monday appointed as the di-
rector general of Doordarshan News

following the retirement of Veena
Jain, according to the Ministry of

al Publicity (DAVP), replacing Es-

ther Kar, who was put on “compul-

sory wait”, a ministry order said.
Jain, who was appointed as the

Doordarshan News DG in May 2015,

In the order issued on Monday,
the ministry said Joshi has been ap-
pointed the new director general of
Doordarshan News.

Doordarshan News is currently

Working Committee here, Rahul Gandhi
said the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)would trytodivert attention from

next president, setting the stage for the
expected elevation of Rahul Gandhi,
replacing his mother Sonia Gandhi.

Information and Broadcasting.
PIB director general Ghanshyam
Goel has been made the new DG of

had retired in August this year and
All India Radio’s News Services Di-
vision DG Sitanshu Kar was given

producing news content in Hindi,
English, Urdu and Sanskrit lan-
guages.

Alwar attack: Two companions of killed cattle
trader held on cow smuggling charges

JAIPUR: Police in Rajasthan’s
Alwar have arrested two men, who
were travelling with murdered
cattletrader Umar Mohammed, on
charges of smuggling cows, officials
said on Monday, as their families
and activists accused the force of
siding with the attackers.

Tahir Khanand Javed Khanalias
Jabbaweretransporting cows along
with Mohammed through Alwar
on November 10 when alleged cow
vigilantes opened fire at them.

Mohammed died on the spot
and his mutilated body was found
dumpedonrailwaytracksin Ramgarh
area. Khanwasinjuredintheattack
after being hit by bullets on his
shoulder and Javed managed to
escape. All the three men are from
Ghat Mika village in the western’s
state Bharatpur district.

“Duringinterrogation, Khanand

Javed have said that they bought
the cows from members of the Re-
wari community near Dausa. Such
purchase is illegal as mostly stray
cows are herded and sold by the
community members without any
valid documents,” Anil Beniwal,
assistant superintendent of police,
Alwar (south), told the Hindustan
Timeson Monday. They surrendered
on Sunday and have been booked
underthe Rajasthan Bovine Animal
(Prohibition of Slaughter & Regula-
tion of Temporary Migration or
Export) Act, 1995 and Rules, 1995,
said the police.

Earlier, the police arrested Bhag-
wan Singh Gurjar and Ramveer
Gurjarin connection with the case.

“The arrested men had spotted
the trio driving the empty pickup
inthe morning andidentifyingthem
as cow smugglers, planned to rob

the men when they returned in the
night. That’s how the attack on the
men happened,” claimed Beniwal.
Four other men are absconding,
said Beniwal. The police had earlier
denied that there was any connec-
tionbetween thekilling of Moham-
med and the recovery of a badly-
damaged pickup van with cows found
about 15km away the same day.
But after two days of investiga-
tions, Alwar superintendent of po-
lice Rahul Prakash said the two
incidents werelinked and that Mo-
hammed’s killers were “anti-social
elements”. But he refused touse the
so-called term cow vigilantes, who
have over the past year become
synonymous with astring of attacks
on cattle traders across India.
The police have maintained
that the three were smuggling cows
and both parties opened fire on

each other on November 10. They
have also said that Mohammed
and Khan had past cases of cow
smuggling and other offences reg-
istered against them.
Mohammed’s relatives, how-
ever, say cow vigilantes are re-
sponsible for hismurderand alleged
that the police were hand in glove
with them.Activists have strong-
ly condemned the arrest of the two
men.“I think that the police are
playing politics and it is a trav-
esty of justice that instead of ar-
resting the four absconding people,
who attacked Mohammed and the
two men, they have arrested the
victims themselves,” said Kavita
Srivastava of the People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL).
Srivastavaadded thattheincident
has shown that it is unlikely that
victims of lynchings in Rajasthan

will ever get justice.

Mohammed’skillingis reminis-
cent of the murder of cattle trader
Pehlu Khan who was waylaid and
lynched by cow vigilantes near Al-
war on April 1 this year. Khan had
documents to prove he wasn’t smug-
gling cows.

Focus on cow protection, espe-
cially by vigilante groups, hasrisen
sincethe BharatiyaJanata Party-led
government took power threeyears
ago, and several states ruled by the
saffron organisation made laws to
punish cowslaughter.So-called cow
protectors have targeted cattleand
meattraders, transporters and even
farmers walking their animals —
violence that has killed several
people, mostly in BJP-ruled states.
Critics accuse the vigilantes of using
cows asapretexttotarget Muslims
and Dalits.

'‘Padmavati’
controversy politically
planned to destroy
freedom of expression

KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Monday said that the
'Padmavati' controversy is the calculated plan
of a political party to destroy freedom of ex-
pression.

The Chief Minister tweeted, "The Pad-
mavati controversy is not only unfortunate
but also a calculated plan of a political party
to destroy the freedom to express ourselves.
We condemn this super emergency. Allin the
filmindustry must come together and protest
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in one voice." The chief minister's stand in
favour of Sanjay Leela Bhansali's 'Padma-
vati' comes amid protests against the release
ofthe film by the Rajput community and some
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders across
the country.

An organisation of Kshatriyas in West
Bengal wrote to her, demanding the remov-
al ofthe ghoomar dance and some other scenes
fromthe film, saying they are "objectionable".

BJP leader from Haryana Suraj Pal Amu
on Sunday declared a bounty of Rs. 10 crore
forbeheading actress Deepika Padukone and
director Sanjay Leela Bhansali.

Speaking at a private event, Amu threat-
ened actor Ranveer Singh of breaking hislegs
afterthelatter had expressed hisunhappiness
at the mounting protests by fringe groups
like Rajput Karni Sena.

The leader also questioned the silence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over theissue.

He said the Rajput community was used
as a vote bank by the saffron party and add-
ed that he is ready to quit the party but will
not bow down on the issue.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya yesterday
said 'Padmavati' will not be allowed to be
released in the state unless its "controversial
portions" are removed.

The Shivraj Singh Chouhan-led Madhya
Pradesh government has also banned 'Pad-
mavati' in the state.

The Central Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) has turned down the application by
makers of 'Padmavati' seeking to expedite
Certification process of the movie.

'Padmavati' hasbeen facing protests over

alleged distortion of historical facts in the
film.

Meanwhile, the film fraternity has come
outin support of Bhansali and the team, with
many leading artists calling it an attack on
"creative freedom". The Supreme Court will
todayhearapleafiled by seniorlawyer Mano-
har Lal Sharma seeking direction to delete
certain objectionable scenes from the movie.

In the plea filed on Friday, Sharma also
sought prosecution of the filmmaker.

Earlier on November 10, the apex court
rejected the petition filed against the release
of Bhansali's magnum opus 'Padmavati, say-
ing the CBFC has not yet issued a certificate
to the movie.

RSS workers led the
attack against mayor:
Kerala CM

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Kerala chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Sunday alleged that the attack on city
mayor V K Prashant was “well-planned” and led by RSS
activists.“The attack was deliberate and without any provo-
cation,” he said in a Facebook post after visiting the mayor
at the medical college hospital in Thiruvananthapuram.

Prashant and four councillors of the ruling CPI(M) and
BJP were injured when they clashed on Saturday during a
discussion on installing high mast lights in the city.

Condemning the incident, Vijayan said the government
would take strong steps against those behind the attack on
the mayor.“RSS workers, accused in several cases entered
the visitors’ gallery. In the well-planned attack carried out
without any provocation, BJP councilors alsojoinedin. RSS
took the lead in the attack,” the chief minister said.

Vijayan said he was informed by doctors treating the
mayor that the latter had suffered serious injuries on the
back of his neck.If the attack had been a bit more severe, the
mayor’s backbone would have been injured, leaving him
paralysed, the Left leader said.

He also said that a section of media had reported the
incident as a minor scuffle, which was “not right”.

The incident was unfortunate and strong action would
betaken against those behind the attack, Vijayan said, add-
ing BJPwomen councillors attacked LDF women councillors.

CPI(M) state secretary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan also hit
out at the RSS-BJP over the incident.

Congressleader VM Sudheeran and CPI state secretary
Kanam Rajendran were among those who visited the injured
mayor and enquired about his health.

Police said two cases have been registered against the
BJP and CPI(M) councillors.

00 ¢
CMK



@CMK

06 SRINAGAR | November 21, 2017, Tuesday

TIME *

= AND US

DAILY

€. www.timeandus.com &3 www.facebook.com/TimeandUs timeanduslll@gmail.com I@I timeandus || 4 @timeandus

HEALTH

Many attempts are being made
lately to de-stigmatize depression.
Many people, and even celebrities,
are becoming vocal about having
gone through or going through de-
pression, but that hasn't solved the
problem enough. Yet, we have peo-
ple who believe depression is only
asad state of mind that can be cured
by asking a person about his health
twice. For many, still, it is a shame
and cannot happen to theirkin. And
there are some, who still live in de-
nial of its existence.

There are things that people who
face it want us to know. It isn't easy,
it never was, and maybe, we are mak-
ing it tougher for them. The least we
can doisunderstand atleast an edge
of what they go through.

"Depression isn't a bad phase or
a bad mood. Neither is it just a bad

day. It lives with us every single day
and we deal withitasbestaswecan."
"There may NOT be any reason

for our depression. We could be rich,
famous, poor, everything or nothing.
The fact is - it doesn't matter."

things people
WITH DEPRESSION WANT
US TO KNOW

"Weunderstand you care but you
don't understand certain things. A
fun trip or marriage won't cure us of
our depression.""It is not just in the
mind; it also drains us physically. It
DOES have physical repercussions.”

"We may seem cold and distant
to you but we need our friends the
most now, than ever.""You may call
us 'Negative Nancies' behind us but
we understand. We sometimes can
get too much to deal with but chanc-
es are, we are trying our best not to
hurt you.""We may have some days
not thatsad. We can in fact be happy,
feel okay and do things normally. But

that doesn't mean we are 'over it'".
"Trynottobetoohard onus. Most
probably, we already are pretty hard
onourselves.""And finally, remember
that being depressed is not a choice.
We didn't choose to be like this."

Teenagers who consume a diet high in
soft drinks, red and processed meat and
low in vegetables may be at increased risk
of developing breast cancer.

Researchers collected data from about
45,204 women who had participated in a
questionnairein 1991 about their dietin high
school, when participants were 27to 44 years.

"Because breast cancer takes many
years to arise, we were curious whether
such a diet during the early phases of a
woman's life is a risk factor for breast
cancer," said Karin Michels, professor at
University of California.Each woman's
diet was given an inflammatory score

(1]

Soda, meat up breast
cancer risk in teens

using a method that linked diet with in-
flammatory markers in the blood.

During 22 years of followup, 870
women were diagnosed with premeno-
pausal breast cancer and 490 were diag-
nosed with postmenopausal breast can-
cer. Researchers then divided the wom-
en into five groups based on the inflam-
matory score of their adolescent diet.

Those in the highest score group had
a 35% higher risk for breast cancer rela-
tive to those in the lowest score group.
Based on early adulthood diet, those in
the highest inflammatory score group
had a 41% higher risk.

Consuming
walnuts may be

beneficial for
sperm health

Eating a walnut-enriched diet with
75 grams of walnuts every day may
improve sperm vitality (movement)
and morphology (form) — markers of
semen quality, which is a predictor of
male fertility — in men who added
walnuts to their diet compared to men
who did not, a study has found.

The findings showed that mice that
consumed a diet containing 19.6 per
cent of calories from walnuts (equiv-
alent to about 2.5 ounces per day in
humans) had significantimprovements
in sperm quality by reducing lipid
peroxidation — a process that can
damage sperm cells. “The study found
that eating walnuts can actually help
improve sperm quality, likely by reduc-
ing peroxidative damagein sperm cells,”
saidlead researcher Patricia A. Martin-
DeLeon from the University of Delaware
inNewark, US. Celldamage harms sperm
membranes, which are primarily made
up of polyunsaturated fatty acids (PU-
FAs). However, eating walnuts, the only
tree nut that are predominantly com-
prised of PUFAs, may help reduce that
damage as one ounce of walnuts contain
13 grams of PUFAs out of 18 grams of
total fat, the researchers said.

“The findings suggest that walnuts
may be beneficial for sperm health,”
Martin-DeLeon added. For the study,
theteam took healthy male mice as well
as mice that were genetically predeter-
mined to be infertile (Pmca4-/- gene
deletion) were randomly assigned to a
walnut-enriched diet or a control diet
without walnuts that was followed for
9-11weeks. Amongthemicethatconsumed
walnuts, fertile mice experienced a sig-
nificant improvement in sperm motility
and morphologyandtheinfertilemicehad
a significant improvement in sperm mor-
phology. Both groups experienced a
significant reduction in peroxidative
damage. However, investigators were
unable toreverse the adverse effects on
sperm motility in the infertile mice be-
causeofthe geneticdeletion in this group

CONTRACEPTIVE USE DOWN 3% IN 10 YEARS

The use of contraceptives has de-
clined by 3% in the last 10 years, the
latest health survey conducted by the
government across the country showed.
However, the decrease in contracep-
tive prevalence does not add up with
otherindicators in the space like de-
clineintotal fertility rate and increased
awareness about use of contraceptives.
The data also showed an increasing
trend in use of pills and condoms.

According to the fourth National
Family Health Survey-4, conducted
on 6 lakh households, prevalence of
contraceptives dropped from 56.3%
in2005-061t053.5% in 2014-15. While
the use of modern methods also de-
clined marginally, the decline was
mainly triggered by a drop in ster-
ilisation rate.Male sterilisation, which
was already low, dropped from 1% to
0.3% between NFHS-3 and NFHS-4.
Moreover, rate of female sterilisation
also witnessed a decline from 37.3%

1036%.Use of modern methods dropped
from 48.5% to 47.8% during the pe-
riod. Health ministry officials said
the "incongruous" data was mainly
because of sociocultural reasons.
"People often hesitate to answer ques-
tionsrelated to use of contraceptives.
We do not get correct responses and
often silence is taken for negative.
We agree that the dataisincongru-
ous," an official said.
Health secretary C K
Mishra said, "The
health ministry will
conduct a detailed
study to assess the
situation so that it
can take immediate
steps if required.”
India's total fer-
tility rate (TFR),
reflective of the
country's popula-
tion control mea-

NFHS-3to 2.2 childreninthe
latest survey. The survey also
noted a considerable decline
inthe TFR in each of the 30
states in India.The unmet
needs for family planning also
declined over the last decade from
13.9% to 12.9%. India has been at-
tracting ere criticism from
thein severe criticism from
theinternational commu-
nity for its poor mix of
contraceptive methods. The
huge share of female ster-
ilisation coupled with poor
adoption of other modern
contraceptive methods have
raised concerns about
. women's reproductive
rights and health.

Of late, the government
hastaken several stepstoimprove
the coverage and create more aware-
ness about family planning, mainly

sures, dropped from
2.7 children per
woman in

-

inrural areas. To ensure greater thrust
on spacing methods, the health min-
istryhas also created specific schemes
for Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHASs) to ensure spacing in births.
Under the schemes, ASHAs provide
counselling to newly married couples
to ensure delay of two years before
having their first child after mar-
riage and couples who already have
a child are encouraged to have a
spacing of three years after the
birth of the first child. The min-
istry is currently implementing
such schemes in 18 states.

Thisis alsoreflected in the find-
ings of the survey. It shows health
workers talked to more female non-
users about family planning now
than a decade ago.The government
is also trying to increase the basket
of contraceptives and making them
available under the national family
planning programme.

DID SEAWEED HELP US
BECOME HUMANS?

Eating seaweed might have pro-
vided the key nutrients that helped
Homo sapiens evolve millions of
years ago, suggests new research.

Modern brains cannot function
without nutrients like magnesium
and zinc and, according to some
studies, it is likely that the access
to certain essential nutrients in-
fluenced the evolution of the human
brain so that it could become the
brain we have today. “Nutrients |
needed for this transition from a
primitive ancestor to modern Homo
sapiens were (and still are) avail-
able in seaweeds,” said study co-
author Ole G. Mouritsen, Professor
at University of Southern Denmark.

“Seaweeds could be found and
harvested in abundance on shores,
and for a foraging lifestyle, a rich
coastal environment would be a

significant source of a consistent
supply of these nutrients,” Mou-
ritsen said. Seaweed — large marine
algae, or macroalgae —isalsorich
in vitamin B12, iodine and poly-
unsaturated fatty-acids which are
essential for brain development.

the Journal of Applied Phycology,
the authors noted that the human

In their review, published in

lineage is estimated to have diverged
from our closest living relatives,
the chimpanzees, around five-
seven million years ago.“However,
the changing patterns of resource
distribution associated with the
extensive drying and expansion
ofthe African savannahsbetween
2.5and two million years ago have
been the impetus for a shiftin for-

agingbehaviour among early mem-
bers of the genus Homo.

“Foraging overlonger distances
for food would have contributed to
bipedalism and a different body
statureasincreasinglylarger rang-
es had to be traversed, and in the
case of our primitive ancestors, this
would undoubtedlylead tosignificant
changes in diet,” the authors said.

Coastal areas may very well
have attracted early hominoids in
search of food. “Our ancestors
would find foods like fish, crus-
taceans, snails, seaweeds, bird
eggs and perhaps occasional dead
marine vertebrates. But they prob-
ably did not have the necessary
rudimental understanding of
seasonal tidal cycles and their
influence on shellfish availabil-
ity,” the researchers said.

What happens
to your brain
when you give

up sugar

Anyone who knows me alsoknows
thatIhaveahuge sweettooth.Ialways
have.My friend and fellow graduate
student Andrew is equally afflicted,
and living in Hershey, Pennsylvania
--the "Chocolate Capital of the World"
-- doesn't help either of us.

But Andrew is braver than I am.
Last year, he gave up sweets for Lent.
I can't say that I'm following in his
footsteps this year, but if you are ab-
staining from sweets for Lent this
year, here's what you can expect over
the next 40 days.

Inneuroscience, food is something
we call a "natural reward." In order
for us to survive as a species, things
like eating, having sex and nurturing
others must be pleasurable to the
brain so that these behaviors are
reinforced and repeated.

OBESITY, THE GROWING HEALTH CONCERN IN INDIA AND THE NEED TO TACKLE IT

InIndia, thereisacommon
saying, whichmanyfamiliesbrag
about, "Hum khate-peetekhan-
dansehain,"meaningtheybelong
to a family where there is abun-
danceoffood andbeverages. The
underlying meaningis also that
if the family members, as well
asthe children, are overweight,
it's because of good food. The
saying evokes a sense of pride
from belonging to a well-to-do
familyandlivingagoodstandard
of life, as well as aspiring others
tofollowsuit. Perhapsthisattitude
iswhat hasled the countrytobe
known as the obesity capital of
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the world, and that's definitely
not something we should take
pridein.Theshockingfactisma-
jority of the population are un-
awareofthedangerousill-effects
ofbeingobese. It'snotjust about
the physical expansion which is
caused by obesity, this lifestyle
disease paves the way for diabe-
tes, heart disease, kidney prob-
lems, liver failure, and many
others. In a survey done by a
leading hospital in New Delhi,
it found that around 80.7 per
centof peopleresidingin Delhi-
NCR region weresuffering from
obesity - though 78.5 per cent

.-
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continued toconsiderthemselves
as having normal weight.
Obesityisacondition which
isdefined ashavinga BMI (body
massindex)greaterthan 30. BMI

iscalculated bytakingaperson's
weight in kilograms, divided by
thesquareofhisheightinmeters
(kg/m2)". Therangebetween 25
to3oisconsideredas'overweight'.

1. The National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-4A), a Govern-
ment health survey, has found
that the number of overweight
meninthe countryhasdoubled
over the past decade. In case
of women, one in five women
is now overweight.

2. While maximum cases of
obesity affect urban upper and
middle class families, the rural
population has also showed a
significantnumber-14.3 percent
men were found to be obese.

3.SinceIndiaisadeveloping
country, one may assume that
malnutrition is one of the major

factors causing death. But in
reality, itis obesity thatisaffect-
ing and causing dangerous dis-
eases among millions.

4.Childhood obesityisalso
on the rise globally. Even chil-
dren, as little as under the age
of five, were found to be suffer-
ing from obesity.

A WHO report states that
the number of obese and over-
weight children under five has
nearly doubled since 1990 to
10.3 million. There are various
factors involved - no physical
activity, junk food, sugary
drinks, etc.

Evolution has resulted in the me-
solimbic pathway, a brain system that
deciphers these natural rewards for
us. When we do somethingpleasurable,
abundle of neuronscalled the ventral
tegmental area uses the neurotrans-
mitter dopamine to signal to a part of
thebrain called thenucleusaccumbens.

The connection between the nu-
cleus accumbens and our prefrontal
cortex dictates our motor movement,
such as deciding whether or not to
taking another bite of that delicious
chocolate cake.

Theprefrontal cortex alsoactivates
hormonesthat tell our body: "Hey, this
cake is really good. And I'm going to
remember that for the future."
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Centre seeks Rs 13,000 crore surplus
from RBI, no ,spemal dividend

NEW DELHI: The government
has not asked the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to pay any special divi-
dend and is only seeking Rs 13,000
crore of surplus lying with the cen-
tralbank, economicaffairssecretary
Subhash Chandra Garg has said.

In August, the RBI had paid a
dividend of Rs 30,659 crore for the
fiscal ending June, 2017. It was less
than halfthe Rs 65,876 crore it had
paidin2015-16.The government had
budgeted for a Rs 58,000 crore
dividend from the RBIinits Budget
for this fiscal year.“There is no pro-
posal at this stage to ask for any
special dividend. What is being
discussed isto only ask for what the
RBI earned this year but did not
distribute. That is about Rs 13,000
crore. That’s what the government
has suggested the Reserve Bank to
transfer,” Gargtold PTL.RBI’s prof-
it was about Rs 44,000 crore, of
which Rs 30,000 crore has been
distributed and Rs 13,000 crore it

retained towardsrisks and reserves.
Sothe government has made a sug-
gestion that the Rs 13,000 crore
may also be transferred, he said.
The government had last month
announced an unprecedented Rs
2.11 lakh crore capital infusion in
PSUbanks, which are grappling with
high non-performingassets (NPAs).
Asked about the contours of the
recap bonds, Garg said “the recap-
italisation package is in the final
stages. The Department of Financial
Services is working on it and soon
wewould seeall these aspectsbeing
addressed”.OftheRs2.11lakh crore,
Rs1.35lakh crore would be infused
through recapitalisation bondsand
the remaining Rs 76,000 crore
throughbudgetarysupportandbanks
diluting equity in capital market.
Credit rating agency Moody’s
hadlastweekupgraded India’s sov-
ereign rating after a gap of over 13
years citing reform push and steps
being taken by the government to

solve the high NPA problems in the
banking sector.

Bad loans in the sector have
neared Rs 10 lakh crore.

Gargsaid Moody’s has acknowl-
edged thereform processandbelieves
that Indiais in a position to control
its debt and put its banking sector
in order.“The kind and quality of
reforms, the boldness of reforms,
the structural, fundamental needs
of reform is what has persuaded

themto believe that Indiaisnow on
a longer term high growth path ...
That (reform) process will continue
and I don’t see any slackening in
reform effort,” he said. The US-based
rating agency cited government ef-
fortstoreduce corruption, formalise
economic activity and improve tax
collection and administration, in-
cludingthrough demonetisation and
GST, as well asimprovements to the
monetary policy framework and

measures to clean up non- perform-
ingloansasreform steps which would
foster sustained economic growth.

On privatisation of Air India,
Gargsaid itis progressing “reason-
ably steadily” and the plan about
how to privatise has also been
broadly worked out.Asked if it would
happen in the current fiscal, Garg
said, “Iwon’t putatimeline on when
thisislikely. Air Indiais notjust one
company, there are other assets.”

The government has ‘in-princi-
ple’ decided to disinvest the Air
India group as a whole or its con-
stituents fully or partthereofthrough
the strategic sale with transfer of
management control.

Air India has a debt burden of
more than Rs 50,000 crore.

The Cabinet, in June, had de-
cided on strategic disinvestment of
theloss-making Air India, which is
staying afloat on taxpayers’ funds,
and a ministerial panel is working
on the modalities.

Sensex loses sheen;
IT, metal stocks weigh

card transactions,” Deepak Chandnani,
chief executive of Worldline South Asia
& Middle East, told PTT.

The push to increase cards usage
started with the Prime Minister Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) in August 2014,

Card transactions soar 84% in Sep
2017 to Rs 74,090 cr: Report

MUMBALI: Thedebitand credit card
transactions have jumped to Rs 74,090
crore in September this year, up a hefty
84 per cent as compared to the same
monthlastyearwhenitstood at Rs 40,130
crore, thanks to the government push

The study further said digital pay-
ment companies have seen a substantial
jump in business following the govern-
ment’s push towards cashlesstransactions
after the note-ban last November, and
the major contributor to this growth

1.5-8 pct GDP growth
expected this year:
NITI Aayog VC

NEW DELHI: NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv
Kumar on Monday opined that the outlook for India's
GDP is projected to be around 7.5 to 8 percent this year,
with an estimate of 6.2 percent growth for this quarter.

Further, Rajiv claimed that disinvestment of na-
tional carrier Air India is slated to take place in the next
12 months."Ttis difficult for the disinvestment procedure
to be done by March. However, we are expecting this to
be completed in the next 12 months," he told ANT.

With the recent changes in the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) rates to be levied on various commodities,
Kumar opined that petroleum and electricity should be
brought under the ambit of the taxation scheme.

"In my opinion, there should be only three tax slabs
under the GST- 0, 15 and 28 percent. Also, electricity
and petroleum should be brought under the GST," he
said.Rajiv further said the government needs to focus
more on areas such as infrastructure, productivity, af-
fordable housing, irrigation, and social spending. He
also said the ratio of capital versus revenue expenditure
needs to be maintained at the current level.

Hiring to
remain stagnant until
beginning of next fiscal

NEW DELHI: The hiring outlook in the private sec-
tor is expected to stay muted till the beginning of fiscal
2018-19,an ASSOCHAM assessment, based onits feed-
back from members, indicated.It was necessitated as
India's corporate sector placed most energies on ratio-
nalising costs, including the wage costs, and tried to
deleverageits balance sheet."The focus right nowis how
to deleverage, consolidate, exit from non-core busi-
nesses and achievelean and mean balance sheets. Going
forward at least in the next quarter and a half, the cor-
porates would be busy improving their margins and

MUMBALI: The market got off to a muted start today on
weakness in IT and metal stocks after participants took
profit amid sluggish global pointers.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell 54.59 points, or 0.16%, to
33,288.21 in early session. The gauge had gained 582.36
points in the previous two sessions.

Also, the wider 50-share NSE Nifty shed 22.10 points,
or 0.21%, to 10,261.50.

Traders went about pocketing profitin those shares that
have run up recently. Asia remained weak.

Among major Sensexlosers, Cipla, ICICI Bank, Infosys,
Tata Steel, M&M and SBI fell by up to 0.99%, pulling the

reducing their debt costs, even as the top line growth
maytakeabackseat," the paper noted.It further observed
that given the current circumstances, the fresh hiring
prospects do notlook bright maybe, for the two quarters.
However, itis expected to pick up in the next fiscal, with
wage cost control as the key area of priority in the short
term.It noted that most of the churning is taking place
in telecom, financials (including private sector banks,
non-banking finance companies), Information Technol-
ogy, realty and infrastructure.

Significantly, as the PSU banks would also bring
down their employee cost to their operation ratio, post

fornon-cash payments, says astudy.The
transaction volume at all points of sale
(POSes) clipped higher by 86 per cent
to 378 million in September this year
over the same period last year when it
stood at 203 million, European payment
solutions provider Worldline said in a
weekend report quoting the Reserve
Bank data.

In September 2016 the number stood
at 203 million, it added.

“With demonetisation, people were

the survey said.Total number of cards
as of September 2017 stood at 853 mil-
lion. Of this, 33.3 million were credit
cards and 819.8 million were debit cards.

There was a marked spurt, espe-
cially for debit cards, which shot by 39
per centin 2015 because of the new Jan
Dhan accounts. Post-demonetisation,
growth has been averaging at 22 per
cent, the survey added.

The growth of credit cards from 2016
to2017hasbeen 24 per cent, higher than

was online payments.According to RBI,
after the note-ban, digital transactions
rose 31 per cent from last November to
this September.

Growth rate of the digital payments
industry, which was earlierin the range
of 20-50 per cent, has accelerated post-
demonetisation to over 40 per cent.

AsofSeptember, the number of trans-
actions on the unified paymentsinterface
(UPI) jumped 85 per cent in a month.
The rise in UPI adoption is also facili-

index down.Japan’s Nikkei fell 0.56%, Shanghai Compos-
ite 0.97% and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 0.19%.
The US Dow Jones Industrial Average ended 0.43%

lower on Friday.

pushed to use non- cash modes of pay-
ment for everyday expenses. Even after
the cash is back to the pre-demonetisa-
tion levels, there is a visible growth in

the average growth but consistent with
thetrend of the past fewyears, the study
said.Between 2011 and 2016, credit cards
have seen a steady 9 per cent increase.

tated by the rise in smartphone users
andincreased availability of 3G and 4G
data (89 per cent of total mobile data),
the survey said.

India moves up one notch to 126
in GDP per capita terms: IMF

NEW DELHI: India has moved
up one position to 126th in terms of
GDP per capita of countries, still
rankedlowerthanallits BRICS peers,
while Qatar remains the world’'s rich-
est on this parameter, as per IMF
data.The data, which forms part of
the latest World Economic Outlook
report ofthe International Monetary
Fund, ranks over 200 countries in
terms of per capita GDP based on
purchasing power parity (PPP).

PPP between two countries is
therate at which the currency of one
country needs to be converted into
that of a second country to ensure
thatagiven amount of the first coun-
try’s currencywill purchase the same
volume of goods and services in the
second countryasitdoesinthefirst.

Indiahasseenits per capita GDP
rise to USD 7,170 in 2017, from USD
6,690 last year, helping improve its
rank by a position to 126th.Qatar
remains top-ranked with per capita
GDP of USD 1,24,930, followed by
Macao at the second position with
USD1,14,430 and Luxembourg third
with USD 1,09,190.Among BRICS
countries, India has the lowest per
capita GDP. Russia boasts of a GDP
per capita of USD 27,900, while for
China, it stood at USD 16,620, Bra-
zil at USD 15,500 and South Africa
at USD 13,400.Interestingly, as per
arecent Credit Suisse report, India
is home to 2.45 lakh millionaires
with atotal household wealth of USD
5 trillion.As per the IMF data, the
richest 10 countries in the world in

per capita GDP terms also include
Singapore (4th, USD 90,530), Bru-
nei (5th, USD 76,740), Ireland (6th,
USD 72,630), Norway (7th, USD
70,590), Kuwait (8th, USD 69,670),
United Arab Emirates (9th, USD
68,250) and Switzerland (10th, USD
61,360).The US has failed to make
it to the top 10 and is ranked 13th
witha GDP per capita of USD 59,500
while the UK is ranked even lower.

AccordingtoaFortune magazine
report based on the IMF data, sev-
eral top-ranking countries such as
Qatar and Brunei “have fuel and oil
propelling their economies”, while
investment and strong banking sys-
tems have helped propel economic
growthin other countrieslike Iceland
and Ireland.

customers.

Indian Qil launches nation's
first electric charging station

NAGPUR: Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has collaborated with
app-based taxiaggregator Ola tolaunch the country's first electric
charging station at one of its petrol/diesel stations in Nagpur.

This is a big leap towards contributing to the vision of 'Green
India', the state-owned oil refiner said in a statement.

"Electric vehicles have the ability to solve some of the key issues
we are currently facing with respect to vehicular pollution and air
quality; and as alarge-scale mobility platform, Ola can bring about
a catalytic change," the statement said.

The electric charging facility was inaugurated at Indian Oil's
Company-Owned, Company-Operated (COCO) fuel station at RBI
Square, Nagpur, in the presence of senior officials, dealers and

Nagpur is the first city to introduce electric public transporta-
tion model in the country when it introduced 200 electric vehicles,
including taxis, buses, e-rickshaw and autos in May.

"AsIndia'sleading oil refiner and marketer, Indian Oil consid-
ers promoting ecological sustainability as part of its core business.

Thus, this partnership with Ola is the right step forward as we
re-imagine how India will commute in the coming years," Murali
Srinivasan IndianOil's Executive Director, Maharashtra said.

Banks allowed to hire machmes staffers for Aadhaar enrolment

NEW DELHI: The Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India (UIDAI)
has provided some “relaxation” to
banksin procurement of enrolment
machines and hiring private data
entry operators for their Aadhaar
centres, and hopes that banks will
offer such services at stipulated 10%
of the branches “at the earliest”, its
CEO Ajay Bhushan Pandeyhas said.

The Aadhaar-issuing body has
allowed banks to hire private data
entry operators and enrolment ma-
chines and expects the relaxation
tospeed up the opening of Aadhaar
enrolment and updation centres at
bank premises.

Butthereprieve hasbeen grant-
ed with the condition that banks
will have to ensure proper supervi-
sion of enrolment and updation
process within their premises.

“They (banks) wanted some re-
laxation so that they could hire
operators for data entry, and also...
hire the enrolment machines. Sowe
have provided them thisrelaxation.
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Nowusingthat, theyare goingahead
and setting up the (enrolment) sta-
tions...they have assured that they
willdothistaskas early as possible,”
the UIDAI CEO told PTI in an in-
terview.Until now, banks had to
procure enrolment machines on
their own and place their own em-
ployees for the job of data entry, he

explained.So far, only about 3,000
branches of private and public sec-
tor banks have opened Aadhaar
centres within their premises as
againstthetargeted 15,300 branch-
es that are required to do so.“The
good thing is they are all catching
up and they have started getting
into this. Many of them have placed

order on GeM (Government e-Mar-
ketplace) portal and they are in the
process of procurement,” he said.
Asked about the time it would take
for banks to achieve the target of
opening Aadhaar centresin atleast
10 per cent of theirbranches, Pandey
said, “It should be possible within
next few weeks”.

“The entire idea is that people
should get the convenience as early
as possible,” he added.On whether
the UIDAIwould take action against
thebanks for not meeting the dead-
line of October 31 for opening such
centres, Pandey declined to spell
out the consequencessayingthatthe
authoritywillhavetotakeaconsidered
view on whether banks can demon-
strate valid reasons for missing the
deadline.“If they (banks) are able to
demonstrate that they faced a genu-
ine difficulty then appropriate view
can be taken. At this stage, it is dif-
ficult to say what exactly will be the
consequences,” he added.The Bank
Aadhaar Kendras are being set up
with a view to make the Aadhaar
verification process of bank accounts
convenient for the people and also
tohave more Aadhaar centresacross
the country.According to UIDAI
stipulation, 43 private and public
sector banks have to open Aadhaar
enrolment and updation centres in
15,315 branches.

re-capitalisation by the government, the fresh hiring
may also come down there as well, it said.

"Though the Moody's upgrade has given a sentiment
boost, the next two quarters would be challenging for
the private sector. But things would then improve and
some of the pain points of the present like high debt,
slow consumer demand, should ease from April, 2018.
Inany case, barring any untoward event, the fiscal 2018-
19 would be better than the current financial year," said
D S Rawat, Secretary General of ASSOCHAM.

Furthermore, the boom in the stock market, though
being triggered by a huge liquidity play, is also reflective
of the uptick in the economic growth going forward.

The market is at ease even with higher valuations,
riding on the hopes of a pickup. The problems surround-
ing the Goods and Services Tax (GST) should be settled
in the next few months, the paper noted.

The optimism also stems from India's sound macro
indicators like moderate inflation, stability in foreign
exchange, robust foreign exchange reserves and an im-
proving trend line in exports.

However, a thing to watch would be crude oil prices,
which could be a spoiler if they move up significantly
from the present level.

We were never in
discussions for merger
with BigBasket: Grofers

NEW DELHI: Online grocery firm Grofers has denied
holding merger talks with larger rival BigBasket, saying
“just one meeting about business” lastyear between the
two had been blown out of proportion.

Grofers founder and Chief Executive Alibinder
Dhindsa said the company is focusing on growing its
business as the online grocery segment is still at the
nascent stage.Softbank-backed Grofers and BigBasket
had reportedly been in talks for a potential merger that
would have created one of the largest online grocery
players, competing with the likes of Amazon.

“It was not (merger) talks, there was just one meet-
ing about how the businessis going and it just got blown
out of proportion because of different reasons,” Dhind-
sa told PTI.Emphasising that they never had talks re-
garding the merger, he said: “Right now, business is
going good for us, we are going at a pretty good pace.
So, why would we want to do any of that?”

Grofers, which has so far raised USD 160 million, is
looking to take its revenue to about Rs 1,000 crore in
2017- 18, betting big on investments and technology
advancement in its warehouses and targeting new cus-
tomers. In 2016-17, it had reported a revenue of Rs 235
crore.“In 2018, we will probably end up touching Rs
1,000 crore topline revenue. That’s the target even if we
grow atthe current pace,” Dhindsa said, adding that two
big areas of investment for the company are warehous-
ing for supply chain and automation inside to process
the order ata quicker pace.He further said the company
would be investing about USD 5 million in warehousing
expansion in 2018.
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Asia Cup U-19:
Afehanistan
dismantle Pakistan in
final, create history

MUMBAL: Afghanistan’s U-19
cricket team created history in the
final of the Asia Cup U-19 tournament
in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday as they
dismantled Pakistan by 185 runs to
win the tournament.It summed up a
great tournament for Afghanistan,
who had won three out of their four
league games and had defeated Nepal,
who had earlier beaten India in the
league stages, in the semi-final. The
result summed up amagnificent edi-
tion of the Asia Cup where the lesser
powers of cricket in Asia stepped up
to the plate.Pakistan chose to field
first in the final but Afghanistan
notched up a 61-run stand between
Rahman Gul and Ibrahim Zadran.
However, Ikram Faizi, the wicket-
keeper and leading run-getterin this
tournament, stitched partnerships
with the middle order and notched
up a magnificent 100 to boost Af-
ghanistan to 248/7. In response,
Pakistan were blown away by the duo
of Mujeeb Zadran and Qais Ahmed
asthey dismantled the Pakistan bat-
ting line-up. Mujeed picked up 5/13
while Qais Ahmed finished with fig-
ures of 3/18 as Pakistan were bundled
out for 63 tolose by amassive margin.
Mujeeb’s haul summed up the domi-
nation of the Afghanistan bowlers in
thetournament, becoming the second
bowlertotake a five-wicket haul. Ear-
lier in the week, Mujeeb had taken
6/23 tobowl Pakistan out for 57. Speak-
ing after the end of the match, Tkram,
whowasnamed the Man of the Match,
said, “It was a tough wicket to bat
initially but my captain told me to
spend time in the middle and later
on, it was easy for me to bat on.
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Virat Kohli, Ravichandran
Ashwin only two Indians in
VVS Laxmans dream Test XI

MUMBALI: Former Indian crick-
eter VVS Laxman revealed his
dream Test XI and justtwo Indian
cricket team players - Virat Kohli
and Ravichandran Ashwin - were
able to find a place in the team.

In a batting-heavy team that
has Kohli, world No 1 Steven Smith,
Joe Root, Hashim Amla, Kane Wil-
liamson and South African mav-
erick AB de Villiers, the spot of a

specialist all-rounder is taken by
Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan and
not Ravindra Jadeja, despite his
heroics in home Tests for India.
The pace attackis dominated
by Australians with Josh Hazle-
wood and Mitchell Starc being
the only two fast bowlers, as the
team consists several options of
spinbowlingin Shakib, Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Joe Root and even

Kane Williamson.

David Warner, who has been
the captain of IPLteam Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) of which Lax-
man is a mentor, is the fourth
Australian in the Dream Test XI
despite his mixed performances
in Test cricketin the Indian sub-
continent. No cricketer from
countries such as Sri Lanka, West
Indies and Pakistan has managed

tofind aplacein Laxman’s team,
which was released by Indian
broadcaster Star Sports without
mentioning the captain.

VVS Laxman’s Dream Test XI:
David Warner, Hashim Amla,
Kane Williamson, Virat Kohli,
Joe Root, Steven Smith, AB de
Villiers (wk), Shakib Al Hasan,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Mitchell
Starc and Josh Hazlewood.

Mithali Raj ‘mesmerized’ by support for women's cricket in India

LUCKNOW: The popularity of
women’s cricketin India has grown
alotintherecentyears. Fanslining
up, seeking autographs and having
selfies with women cricketers are
now areality.Indian women’s crick-
et team captain Mithali Raj, who
has been the torch bearer of this
drastic change in terms of the pop-
ularity of women’s cricket and the
cricketersin India, herself was mes-
merized bythesupportandresponse.

“I could have imagined a few
people on our arrival to India after

finishing runners-up, but I was
amazed to see thousands of people,
flashing cameras and celebrating.
Ittook 45 minutestoreach theteam’s
buswhenwelanded attheairport,”
said Mitahli while addressing a ses-

sion atthe Lucknow Literature Fes-
tival on Sunday.

Certainly, it'sagreattransforma-
tion. Life has changed drastically
and it’s good to see that now people
ofall agesrecognize women cricket-

ersand respect them like men crick-
eters in India,” said Mithali.

“The changeis good. Now wom-
en cricketers too travel in business
class. There were days when even I
after making my debut for Indiahad

totravel second classinatrain from
Hyderabad to Mumbai,” she added.

Advocating for proper support
towomen cricketersin India, Mith-
ali emphasized that to keep this
momentum going for the women
cricketin India, schools and parents
should also come forward. “Cricket
for women at school level is a must
as it’s the place where one learns
thebasics. Moreover, parents should
support their girl child to play crick-
et. It will help us have future wom-
en cricketers for India.”

Another star at the women’s
cricket World Cup for India, Veda
Krishnamurthy, whose aggression
while batting has sparked com-
parisons with Virat Kohli, sup-
ported the move for a women In-

dian Premier League from nextyear.
“This would help women cricketers
in India grow. Not only the financ-
es, butitwill boost their confidence,
” she said.Veda, who also happens
to be the second Indian women
cricketer alongside Harmanpreet
Kaur to play in next month’s Wom-
en’s Big Bash League for Hobart
Hurricanes in Australia, admitted
the aggression in her batting was
genuine and that she enjoyed it.

“Igrewupadmiring Mithali,and
itwasreally a proud moment for me
whenIgottoplayalongside her. She
(Mithali) is a perfect captain as well
asanice human being too. I always
find her to be a great motivator to
all the women cricketers in India,”
she said.

Grigor Dimitrov targets
Grand Slam glory after
ATP Finals title

LONDON: As Grigor Dimitrov stood centre stage
holding aloft the gleaming ATP Finals trophy and
the tickertape rained down on Sunday it felt like a
weight had finally been lifted from his shoulders.

It was not the grand slam title he wants most
but the next best thing and it felt like a breakthrough
moment for a player widely perceived as one of the
game’s under-achievers.

He played calmly and intelligently to beat Bel-
gium’s David Goffin 7-5 4-6 6-3 in a superb climax
to the season.

Back in 2008 the Bulgarian won the junior
Wimbledon title against Henri Kontinen, who won
the doubles crown at the O2 Arena on Sunday, and
it was not long before he was being dubbed the
natural successor to Swiss great Roger Federer.

The ‘Baby Fed’ tag proved a burden, however,
and Dimitrov, despite occasional forays into the
upper echelons of the ATP rankings, could never
consistently deliver results.

In 2014, when he beat reigning Wimbledon
champion Andy Murray on Centre Court, it seemed
he was ready. Dimitrov’s run to the semi-finals at
the All England Club meant he cracked the top 10
for the first time. But it proved a false dawn. Two
years later his relationship with Maria Sharapova
was of more interest than his tennis and he had
slipped down to 40.

Something has clicked though and Dimitrov,
now 26, began the year by reaching the Australian
Open semi-finals and this time he has backed it up
with the most consistent year of his career.

After qualifying for the ATP Finals for the first
time, he swept through his round-robin group un-
beaten, fought off a ferocious challenge from Amer-
ican Jack Sock in the semi-finals and on Sunday he
overcame Goffin to claim the trophy.

He will end the year as world number three --
behind only Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer -- but
crucially Dimitrov believes he is now ‘locked-in’ for
an assault on grand slams.

“Theimportant thingis just to stay on the ground
and put your head down, work even harder,” Dim-
itrov told reporters. “I just want to keep the same
line. I don’t want to get too hyped up because I've
done well, now I'm number three in the world. No,
this makes me even more locked in, more excited
about my work, and for what’s to come.

“Right now it’s a great platform for me to build
on for next year.

It’s going to be amazing in the off-season. I know
what I have to do in order to do good.”

Dimitrov, coached by Murray’s former hitting
partner Daniel Vallverdu, is only the second ATP
Finals debutant to win the title since John McEnroe
defeated Arthur Ashe in 1978.

Yet rewind two years and he was struggling to
play three good points in a row, let alone challenge
for big titles.

Out of adversity, however, Dimitrov has finally
realised what it takes to put the puzzle together.

“With the right mindset, right people, the right
support, things happen. That period really helped
me alot,” he said. “I think I needed that. Those six
months were a complete struggle for me. In that
moment I realised what I needed to work on, who
are the real people around me. Little by little, drop
by drop, here I am.”

Bolt enlisted

to make Aussie cricketers

Superbike ‘sabotage’ mars JK Tyre
-FMSCI National Racing season finale

Lehmann urges former greats
to back under-fire Australia

‘explosive’ runners

SYDNEY: Australia's cricketers have called on retired
sprint king Usain Bolt to boost their running between the
wickets during the Ashes Test series against England.

The Jamaican track superstar, the world record holder
in the 100m and 200m and eight-time Olympic champion,
is working with the Australian batsmen to improve their
"explosiveness" off the mark.

"It's all about explosiveness, and that’s one thing I've
noticed with cricket they don’t really have alot of explosive-
ness when they're running," the world's fastest man told the
Herald Sun newspaper.

"They seem to always take offat a slowrate. Getting that
right will definitely help people.”

Bolt, 31, who retired from athletics after August's World
Championships in London, said he was trying to increase
the awareness of running while batting.

Australian batsman Peter Handscomb said Bolt's tips
were welcomed ahead of Thursday's first Ashes Test in
Brisbane.

"He was giving us a few pointers on how to get a little bit
faster," Handscomb said. "We'll give it a crack.”

"He was trying to get us nice and low in the turn and in
and out. The first couple of steps are key and if we can get
them right, we'll be fast."

"Obviously he's the fastest man ever so if we can have
the title with him, that'd be cool."

Bolt said had been busy after retirement preparing for
a tilt at football, having been invited to train with Bundes-
liga side Borussia Dortmund.

"Tt's something that I want to do. I'm trying to get fit
now," he said. "My doctor finally passed me after my ham-
string problems at the world championships, so now I can
start training.""I've started training while I'm here and
trying to get into shape before I get home and next year I'll
get a trial and we'll take it from there."

NOIDA: The final round of
the JK Tyre-FMSCI National
Racing Championships at the
Buddh International Circuit was
marred by controversy after a
racer alleged that his superbike
was sabotaged at the pits, forcing
him to pull out of the two races
overthe weekend. K Rajini, former
national champion and interna-
tional racer, made the allegation
that someone tampered with his
bike (2014 KawasakiNinjaZX 10R)
on Saturday, after he had taken pole for the
JKSuper Bike 1000ccrace. He made Facebook
posts as well, with photographs of the dam-
aged parts. Yesterday, after qualifying, some-
one poured water inside my petrol tank with
theintention of preventing me from racing,”
said Rajini, who is one of the few interna-
tional motorcycle racers India has produced,
having taken part in the Malaysia Super
Series as well as Asian Road Racing Cham-
pionships. “Iuse aspecialised race fuel tank
and so it could be opened without a key. My
engine has been destroyed,” added Rajini,
who is semi-retired and runs a training
academy for racers.

The 36-year-old added he has never faced
or seen such a situation in his 17-year racing
career. “Itisasad day for Indian motorsports,”
he added. “Bikes kept in a secured pit garage
is tampered with. When you consider my
experience and achievements, there was no
need for me to race at the JK Championship.
Ijustrodeto setanew official lap record . But

jealous rivals didn’t want that to happen.”

However, the national governing body,
Federation of Motorsports Clubs of India
(FMSCI), is yet to investigate the matter as
Rajini has not filed an official complaint.

“We can’t take action on it or investigate
it without an official complaint and the FM-
SCI is yet to receive any,” said Sujith Kumar,
two-wheeler racing commission chairman of
the federation. “The FMSCI can’t take action
based onasocial media post.” Rajinijustified
not making an official complaint saying noth-
ing could be done toreverse the damage done
to his expensive bike.

“IfIcomplain that will drag me into further
controversy,” said Rajini. “It will not change
anything. The organisers should have ensured
security for our equipment.”

Then again, in racing pits, it is also the
responsibility of the racers and their teams
to keep their equipment safe. The BIC does
provideinternal security, but, to make things
more murky, the CCTV cameras were, appar-
ently, not working at the pits on Saturday.

BRISBANE: Coach Darren Lehmann on
Sunday urged former greats to get behind
the Australian team for this week’s Ashes
Test series opener against England follow-
ing uproar over the selection of the squad.

Shane Warne led the chorus of disap-
proval of the 13-man squad, saying “Aus-
tralia look confused”, while his former leg-
spin Test bowling partner Stuart MacGill
lashed the selectors as “morons”Wicket-
keeper Tim Paine was chosen for his first
Test in seven years and 34-year-old Shaun
Marsh was recalled to the Test side for the
eighth time in controversial selections an-
nounced on Friday.Everyone is entitled to
their opinion, aren’t they?” Lehmann told
reporters in Brisbane. “I'd just like all our
players, ex-players, to be really positive about
the Australian cricket team.“Let’s just get
everyone from Australia behind the Aus-
tralian cricket team and let’s get moving
forward.”Paine is in the Test side despite
notkeepingin any of Tasmania’s three Shef-
field Shield games this season and spending
much of the previous season asan understudy.
Paine has not scored a first-class century
for 11 years, while his first-class average,
when playing, over the past three seasons
is below 20.Despite the 32-year-old’s lack
of first-class cricket, Lehmann said selectors
have seen enough of him to back him as the
Test wicket-keeper.Paine took five catches
and scored a half-century as captain of the
Cricket Australia XI against England in
Adelaide earlier this month and impressed
when behind the stumps for Australia in

their Twenty20 series in India in October.

“We've watched him keep a fair bit,”
Lehmann said. “Obviously T20s and the
chairman’s game ... he’s a high-quality
keeper. Iwas veryimpressed with him down
inthe Adelaide game when he played against
England. He’s been in good form with the
gloves, as he always has been, and he has
been very good for us in the T20s.”

The recall of Marsh has also drawn
criticism and he is likely to bat at number
six at the expense of an all-rounder in a
conservative measure toshore up Australia’s
suspect batting.“We are really confident of
where heis atasaplayer. He’sin good form,
so he’ll do well,” Lehmann said. “He’s pret-
ty calm. He’s grown up a lot in the last few
years and played some important knocks
forus. He'’sreally confident within himself.”

Lehmann backed dumped opener Mat-
thew Renshaw to bounce back from his Test
axing.The coach said the decision hinged
on acombination of Test debutant Cameron
Bancroft’s irresistible Sheffield Shield bat-
ting form and Renshaw’s struggles with
Queensland this season.“He was unlucky to
miss out, it was a tough call. Obviously Ban-
croft with his runs just knocked the door
down,” Lehmann said. “But I'm sure he’ll
[Renshaw] be back. He’s a really good play-
er, he’sjustin abit of a slump at the moment
but he’ll get out of that.”Lehmann said also
said Australia would not be distracted by
reports from England that suspended all-
rounder Ben Stokes could be cleared to play
a part in the series by police this week.
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