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‘Low visibility during winter months 
at Srinagar Airport’

Govt ask airport authorities, airline companies for better coordination

Bullet-riddled body of TA soldier 
found in Shopian

We have started probe: Police

SHAWL MAKING IN 
KASHMIR MULTI-CRORE 
INDUSTRY: DR MONISHA

Delivers lecture at CUK
Srinagar, Nov 25: Noted independent researcher, Dr. 

Monisha Ahmed Saturday said the shawl industry in Kash-
mir spans a multi-crore industry with many people con-
tributing to the process and production. 

“Beginning sometime in the fourteenth century or 
earlier, this industry has continued to foster skill in crafts-
manship, reviving techniques that were disappearing and 
transforming itself as a fabric relevant to today’s context 
and time,” Dr. Monisha said while delivering an extension 
lecture “The Kashmir shawl-nomadic livelihoods, trade 
and craftsmanship,” organised by the Department of Tour-
ism Studies at Nowgam-I academic block of the varsity.

�� See Monisha....Pg 02

Amnesty a political stunt, drafted 
in Nagpur: Geelani

Expresses grief over Egypt attack

MEHBOOBA 
CONDOLES O P 

SARAF'S DEMISE
Describes him as ‘doyen’ 
of journalism in the State

Kulgam, Nov 25: Chief 
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti 
has condoled the demise of 
veteran journalist of the State, 
Om Prakash Saraf who passed 
away early morning today.

In her condolence message, 
the Chief Minister recalled 
the contribution of Saraf de-
scribing him as the doyen of 
journalism in the State. "His

�� See Condoles....Pg 02

Zulfkar for JK’s planned, 
systematic development

Addresses public meeting in Jammu

REVIVAL OF BUSINESS, TOURISM 
IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT DECENT 

POWER SUPPLIES: KTMF
‘Life in Valley has been further deteriorated’

Srinagar, Nov 25: Mocking at government concern 
towards Kashmir, the Kashmir Economic Alliance Chair-
man Haji Muhammad Yasin Khan has said that life in the 
Valley has been further deteriorated trough “poorest every 
power supply” while the power tariff has been hiked by 
around 20 percent.

“As if the government is resorting to some revengeful 
tactics that Kashmir is witnessing worst ever power sup-
plies this winter. The electricity remains off for most part 
of the day while low voltage plays hide and seek other 
times,” Khan who also heads the Kashmir Traders and 
Manufacturers Federation (KTMF) said in a statement

�� See KTMF....Pg 02

OMAR GRIEVED 
OVER KILLING OR 

SOLDIER IN 
SHOPIAN

Expresses solidarity with 
Irfan’s family

Srinagar, Nov 25: Na-
tional Conference Working 
President Omar Abdullah on 
Saturday strongly condemned 
the killing of a young army 
soldier in Shopian and ex-
pressed grief and sorrow over 
the tragic incident. 

Extending his heartfelt 
condolences to young Irfan’s

�� See Omar....Pg 02

G A MIR 
CONDEMNS KILLING 

OF IRFAN DAR
Terms it as ‘barbaric, inhuman’

Srinagar, Nov 25: Strong-
ly condemning the murder of 
Irfan Dar a Territorial Army 
Man by unidentified gun men, 
J&K Pradesh Congress 
Committee(JKPCC) President 
G.A. Mir has described the 
murder of deceased as bar-
baric, inhuman and a heinous 
crime, saying that killing, in 
any form, are highly condem-
nable and must be condemned 
by every section of the people.

In a Statement issued
�� See Mir....Pg 02

ONLY POLITICAL MEASURES CAN 
SOLVE KASHMIR ISSUE: DFP

‘No cosmetic measures can prove fruitful’
Srinagar, Nov 25: Democratic Freedom Party (DFP) 

has said that India should take concrete political steps to 
resolve the longstanding Kashmir dispute instead of using 
deceptive and oppressive measures to crush the just 
struggle of freedom loving Kashmiri people.

The party in a statement issued to KNS said that no 
oppressive measure can work in resolving the Kashmir 
dispute which is deeply rooted in history.

“No cosmetic measures or financial packages can prove 
fruitful unless a bold political step is initiated by the gov-
ernment of India. Kashmiri people have rendered tremen-
dous sacrifices for seeking their political rights and no 
power can make them surrender not even the ongoing 
coercive approach of India,” they said.

�� See DFP....Pg 02

WORK AFFECTED IN KASHMIR 
UNIVERSITY AFTER EMPLOYEES 
PROTEST AGAINST REGISTRAR

Srinagar, Nov 25: Work was disrupted in Kashmir 
University on Saturday after employees staged a protest 
demanding immediate removal of Registrar Varsity.

The employees amid slogans assembled outside AD 
Block of the University alleging the incumbent Registrar 
has been harassing them on the one or the other pretext.

“On the directions of Registrar University, security 
guards closed the Varsity gates at 10:10 am barring us from 
entering the University while the timing of the Varsity 
during winters is from 10:30 to 4 pm. We were treated like 
criminals and forces to stand outside the Varsity gate 
given the fact we had arrived here before time,” the pro-
testing employees told news agency CNS.

�� See Work....Pg 02

SWEEPER RUNS A MEDICAL 
STORE IN CENTRAL KASHMIR

Budgam, Nov 25: Caring a fig for the health department, 
the Drug Controller Department Kashmir has provided a 
license to a sweeper to run a medical shop in Central 
Kashmir’s Budgam district.

A delegation from Aribagh Colony in BK Pora Budgam 
said that a medical shop at Magraypora Machaw is run by 
a man who is a sweeper in Jehlum Valley College.

“Barely knowing ABC about the medical profession, 
this man is running a medical store and has got a proper 
license from the Drug Controller Department,” they said 
and sought the intervention of Health Minister.

“A professional doctor attends his medical store while 
during his absence, the said sweeper himself treats pa-
tients,” they said.

“We have no personal animosity with the said person
�� See Sweeper....Pg 02

Lawyers’ conference calls for robust legal 
framework to deal with cybercrime

‘India registered over 100% increase in cybercrime during 2016-2017'

Srinagar, Nov 25: With the 
foggy weather conditions leading 
to frequent disruption of flights at 
the Srinagar Airport during winter 
months, the government has asked 
the Airport authorities and airline 
companies for better coordination 
during winter months.

Sources told KNS that the gov-
ernment has asked the airlines and 
Airport authorities to closely 
monitor and plan the flights as per 
weather forecast with proper coordination.

Flight operations are disrupted every 
winter with visibility often dropping below

�� See Airport....Pg 02

Srinagar, Nov 25: Blaming authorities in 
Delhi, local government and judiciary for 
their apathetic and bias approach towards 
prisoners, Syed Ali Geelani said that these 
prisoners are meted out with ill treatment 
and their basic rights denied and trampled. 
Saturday Geelani said that it is sheer violation 
of human rights and expressed his deep con-
cern, saying those people in power corridors 
are ignorant about revolutionary politics, 
hence can’t feel the pain for those detained 
by them.

Geelani in a statement issued to KNS 
strongly condemned the partial and bias ap-
proach of Indian leaders and said that instead 

of taking serious and sincere steps for resolu-
tion of Kashmir issue, they are treating it as 
mere “law and order problem’’.

�� See Geelani....Pg 02

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 
25:  A conference attended by 
prominent lawyers and aca-
demics from the country today 
called for a robust legal frame-
work to deal with rising cy-
bercrime across the world. 

The two-day conference 
on ‘Cyber Laws and Cyber 
Security’ is being organized 
by Anjuman-e-Vakula Kash-
mir at the auditorium of the 
Media Complex here.

The conference was at-

tended by some of the best 
lawyers from across the coun-
try, academia, and students 
from different colleges and 
universities, as well as officials 

of the directorate. 
In his remarks, V Shekhar, 

senior advocate, Supreme 
Court of India, who was the 
chief guest, said the informa-

tion technology has witnessed 
innovations in hardware and 
software components but there 
is a need for aggressive

�� See Lawyers....Pg 02

Jammu, Nov 25: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) 
and Tribal Affairs Chowdhary 
Zulfkar Ali today said the 
government has taken various 
path-breaking initiatives for 
ensuring planned and sys-
tematic development of the 
state.

The Minister said this 
while addressing the gather-
ing during a public meeting 

in Jammu.
Vice Chairman, J&K State 

Advisory Board for Welfare 
and Development of Scheduled 

Castes Bhushan Lal Dogra 
was also present on the occa-
sion.

A large number of people 

hailing from different sections 
of the society participated in 
the public meeting and 

�� See Zulfkar....Pg 02

Srinagar, Nov 25: A bullet-riddled body 
of 23-year-old Territorial Army man Irfan 
Ahmad Dar was found in an orchard in Wat-
mullah Keegam area in Shopian district of 
south Kashmir on Saturday.

Dar was a resident of Sezan Keegam and 
was posted in Bandipora district and was on 
leave. 

Army spokesman said that Sepoy Irfan 
�� See Bullet....Pg 02

CM’S PUBLIC OUTREACH
Mehbooba conducts public 

grievances camp at Kulgam, listens 
to people’s grievances

 Kulgam, Nov 25: Chief Minister, 
Mehbooba Mufti today reached here 
on a two day visit to convene a griev-
ances redressal camp. During the 
camp, which is part of her Public 
Outreach programme, the Chief Min-
ister listened to scores of deputations 
and hundreds of people who apprised 
her of their developmental needs and 
sought their redressal.

Advisor to Chief Minister, Prof. 
Amitabh Mattoo; MP, Nazir Ahmad 
Laway; legislators and ex legislators 
of the district were present on the 
occasion.

According to KNS, the deputations 
in general thanked the Chief Minister 
for reaching out to people to know 
their developmental needs and ad-
dressing them on spot.

The demands put forth by the 
deputations during the day long pub-
lic outreach programme included 
rationalisation of administrative units 
in the district, construction of protec-

tion bunds on nallah Vaishow, open-
ing of fire service stations, augmenta-
tion of drinking water schemes and 
strengthening of road network and 
health facilities in the district.

A deputation of members of civil 
society from Kulgam demanded up-
gradation of library in the town, up-
gradation of Middle School Chawalgam 

to High School, arrangements for 
civil services coaching for the youth 
during winters, introduction of more 
trades at the local ITI, upgradation 
and widening of Wanpoh-Chawalgam-
Ahrabal, Chawalgam-Sangas and 
Tamil Okey-Chawalgam roads and 
introduction of agro-tourism in some 
product specific villages.

The Chief Minister directed instal-
lation of street lights in Kugam town 
by the end of December for which she 
asked the Deputy Commissioner to 
monitor, introduction of some more 
streams at the local ITI. She also an-
nounced release of Rs. Five lac for 
upgrading the local library.

Several deputations from Kund 
area demanded upgradation of High 
School, Waltengoo, carving out of 
zones of Horticulture, Agriculture, 
Education Departments, construction 
of Hakradan-Kanchloo, Batpora-
Kraloo, Waripora-Chattergam bridg-
es and widening of Y K Pora-Wasikh-
nag and Ruzulu-Chattergam-Nuboo 
roads. They also demanded shifting 
of maintainence of Ruzulu-Laad ca-
nal to be shifted in PMKSY. They 
demanded completion of Panzgam 
Naar, Kachloo water supply scheme 
at the earliest.

The Chief Minister announced 
�� See Mehbooba....Pg 02
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release of Rs. 30 lac for completion of Water Supply Scheme, 
Panzgam Naar and directed its operationalization by January 
end.

Several deputations from Devsar demanded construction 
of protection bunds along nallah Vaishow to protect the ad-
joining villages from floods. They also sought stabilisation 
and maintenance of Maav, Noorabad, Mehndi and other 
canals in the area and operationalization of lift irrigation 
scheme, Devsar besides opening of a fire service station in 
the town.

The Chief Minister announced release of Rs. 50 lac for 
the early completion of Peth Devsar lift irrigation scheme.

A deputation of members of Bar Association demanded 
construction of more chambers for lawyers, setting up the 
court of Additional District Judge, space for setting up more 
courts and upgradation of the Bar library.

The Chief Minister announced release of Rs. 10 lacs for 
up gradation of the Bar library. She also directed exploring 
the possibility of construction of an auditorium in the town.

The Chief Minister listened to the demands of the deputa-
tions throughout the day and it continued till late in the night. 
In many of the cases Mehbooba Mufti gave on spot directions 
for the redressal of the grievances which was hailed by the 
deputationists.

Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Rohit Kansal; 
Commissioner-Secretary, PDD/Urbal Development Depart-
ment; Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad 
Khan; senior officers from the Planning Department; heads 
of several Departments; Chiefs of many Engineering wings; 
DIG, SKR, S P Pani; Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, Talat 
Parvez; SSP, Shridhar Patil and officers of District adminis-
tration were present on the occasion.

The public outreach programmes launched by the Chief 
Minister have evoked an interesting response from the pub-
lic who come up with their problems for an on the spot redressal.

So far Mehbooba Mufti has conducted such programmes 
at Pulwama, Anantnag, Kupwara, Budgam and Baramulla 
in Kashmir Valley and Ramban, Samba and Kathua districts 
in Jammu province during which hundreds of people apprised 
her about their problems and difficulties.

BULLET
Ahmad Dar son of Gh Mohd Dar, of village Senzen, Shop-

ian district was a serving soldier.
“The individual was posted in a Territorial Army unit in 

Bandipora district. He was on leave till 26 November 2017. 
While on leave, he was possibly abducted and killed by ter-
rorists. The matter is being investigated by the Police,” the 
spokesman said.

He said Dar was with175 Territorial Army (Engineers) 
and had come home on leave.

SSP Shopian, Shriram A Dinkar told KNS that police has 
started investigation into the case to “identify which militant 
groups is involved in the murder.

CONDOLES
passing away has left a vacuum in the journalistic frater-

nity and public life which would be difficult to fill", the Chief 
Minister said in her message.

Mehbooba Mufti has conveyed her heartfelt sympathies 
with the bereaved family, particularly his son, Pushpa Saraf.

OMAR
family, Omar Abdullah in a statement issued to KNS said 

he stood in solidarity with them in their hour of inconsolable 
loss.

MIR
to KNS, Mir stated that killing of innocent people is a 

reprehensible, such deplorable act won’t address any problem, 
he termed the killing of Irfan Dar as very unfortunate and 
shocking.

Mir while sympathizing with the bereaved family offered 
condolences to them and prayed for eternal peace to de-
parted soul.

DFP
Talking about the plight of political prisoners in different 

jails, the statement said that these people need immediate 
attention of human rights organisation of international level 
so that their troubles are addressed which include suitable 
and immediate medical aid.

The party again expressed serious concern over the fail-
ing health of its incarcerated chairman, Shabir Ahmad Shah 
in Tihar jail and said that further delay in medical aid to the 
ailing leader will prove very disastrous.

The party expressed anguish that administration is using 
harsher approach towards the political activities and does 
not even allow to raise voice peacefully. The police have been 
given free hand to beat political activists even in police sta-
tions and use force blindly.

Terming the human rights situation of Kashmir very 
catastrophic the party said that hundreds of Kashmiris have 
been placed behind bars on one pretext or the other only to 
silence the people.

ZULFKAR
apprised him of their problems and demands related to 

opening of new fair price shops at Satwari and Chatha, ex-
pediting the four-laning work of Jammu-Akhnoor road and 
providing compensation to those who lost their livestock 
during cross border firings.

The people also informed him about other issues related 
to PDD, PHE, Irrigation and Flood Control, PWD(R&B), 
FCS&CA, Tribal Affairs, Agriculture, Revenue and allied 

departments.
The Minister said the prime aim of conducting such pub-

lic meetings is to provide single platform to the public for 
raising their issues and demands so that these can be redressed 
on the spot by the concerned officers.

While responding to the issues raised by people of RS 
Pura, Bishnah and other areas mainly related to distribution 
of ration cards, the Minister directed the officers to organize 
public grievances redress camps in these areas for the con-
venience of the common masses.

The Minister said that both the Centre and state govern-
ment have launched various welfare schemes and they should 
avail maximum benefits of the same.

While enumerating various path-breaking steps taken by 
FCS&CA department, the Minister said food grain distribu-
tion chain has been strengthened for the benefit of common 
masses including digitization of data, sanctioning of 4,388 
new fair price shops, introduction of electronic weighing 
scales, launching of PoS, linking ration tickets with Aadhaar, 
tracking made mandatory through GPS installed on com-
modities transporting vehicles, toll free helpline no 18001807106, 
vigilance and monitoring committees constituted at village 
level to monitor distribution of food-grains, and distribution 
of kerosene oil among others, quarterly issuance of food 
grains.

He further said the government has initiated various 
vital projects worth crores to facilitate people with amenities 
like roads, bridges, schools and drinking water schemes.

Among others, senior officers of FCS&CA, Tribal Affairs, 
PHE, PDD, PWD(R&B), prominent citizens, senior political 
and a large number of people were present in the public meet-
ing.

MONISHA
According to the statement issued to KNS, Registrar, Prof. 

M Afzal Zargar, Dean School of Business Studies and Head 
Department of Tourism, Prof. S Fayyaz, Adjunct faculty, Dr. 
Saleem Beg, former Vice-Chancellor, Islamic University of 
Science and Technology, Prof. Siddique Wahid, Deans of 
Schools, Heads, Coordinators and students of different de-
partments and students from Craft Development Institute 
(CDI) were also present during the lecture.

She said, from the warm undercoat of pashmina goats to 
the shelves of high fashion stores in India and outside, the 
Kashmir shawl is a highly valued luxury item. “Part of the 
appeal lies in the mystery and romance surrounding its ori-
gin and its association with remote nomadic populations and 
other part lies with the exquisite workmanship of craftsmen 
in Kashmir and their ability to take the skills of embroidery 
and weaving to such remarkable heights,” Dr. Monisha add-
ed.

During her detailed presentation, she deliberated upon 
the production of pashmina amongst the nomadic pastoral-
ists of Ladakh and western Tibet, and its trade from these 
areas to Kashmir.

Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar said the word Pashmina 
itself gives us a feeling of beauty. He said the lecture gave a 
detailed insight about the extraction of Pashmina from the 
goats in Ladakh and its subsequent weaving and designing 
done by the dexterous hands of skilled workers in Kashmir. 
He said the lecture turned the audience nostalgic as the 
older women folk (grandmothers) in Kashmir used to spin 
Pashmina on traditional spinning wheels and used to earn 
living for the families within the four walls of their homes. 
He said the government should take necessary measures to 
protect the craft of shawl weaving and help artisans in keep-
ing the craft alive in Valley. 

Adjunct faculty Department of Tourism Studies, and 
Convener INTACH (J&K Chapter), Dr. Saleem Beg while ad-
dressing the gathering said that even though a lot has been 
talked and discussed about the Kashmiri handicrafts, but 
hardly any research has been conducted in exploring various 
dimensions of Kashmir, in terms of its art, culture and in 
terms of Pashmina, which has given identity to Kashmir. 
“Outside India, Pashmina is known as Kashmir as it has 
become synonymous with Kashmir,” he added.

He said that “Kashmir has failed to produce a single art 
and textile historian in the present generation or even in the 
preceding generation.” Dr. Beg also introduced Dr. Monisha 
Ahmed and said that she is an anthropologist, textile histo-
rian and a social entrepreneur who did a path breaking research 
in Ladakh on Pashmina. Dr. Beg said Dr. Monisha has also 
coauthored a book on Pashmina wherein she traced its his-
tory from nomads to livelihoods, arts and crafts and aspect 
of its marketing.

Dean School of Business Studies and Head Department 
of Tourism, Prof. S Fayyaz while speaking on the occasion 
said that Kashmir is popular for many things, especially 
handicrafts and among those crafts, Kashmiri shawls, par-
ticularly Pashmina, is famous across the world. Describing 
Pashmina as an important heritage of Kashmir, he said Dr. 
Monisha Ahmed has done an exemplary research work on it. 
Prof. Fayyaz said Pashmina has its own rich cultural and 
geographical history and it represents the Kashmir in the 
world.

Assistant Professor, Department of tourism Studies, Ashiq 
Hussain Najar conducted the programme proceedings and 
proposed the vote of thanks.

Meanwhile, affiliated with the University of Giessen, 
Germany and currently working as a fulltime Professor at 
Drzavni University Novi Pazar, Serbia, Prof. Eberhard Mal-
kowsky delivered a special lecture on “Characterization of 
Compact Operators on Spaces of Strongly Summable and 
Bounded Sequences” in the Department of Mathematics, 
Central University of Kashmir (CUK), Nowgam academic 
block- III, here Saturday.

Prof. Eberhard Malkowsky gave in-depth numerical lec-

ture on Compact and Bounded Sequence of metrics through 
his Power Point Presentation. He also showed numerically 
matrix transformation to the students and answered to the 
questions of the faculty and students.

Registrar, Prof. M. Afzal Zargar said that research has 
moved a long way and todays learning is based on it. He said 
the university is trying level best to be a good research centre.

Earlier, adjunct faculty member, Prof. M.A Sofi introduced 
Prof. Eberhard Malkowsky, his academic life and the theme 
of the lecture.

Programme proceedings were conducted by Dean School 
of Physical and Chemical Science, Prof. Wali Muhammad 
Shah while as vote of thanks was proposed by Coordinator 
Department of Mathematic, Prof. Dr. Altaf Hussain Shah.

AIRPORT
500 metres in December and January. The ripple effect 

of any fog-induced delay in the morning often lasts for hours.
As per Airport officials, there is further need for install-

ing/ upgrading ILS as the Valley mostly witnesses foggy days 
during winter months. “Most of the airports outside have 
upgraded landing facilities which facilitate operation of flights 
even during visibility of only 500 metres. We need the same 
facilities for smooth operation of flights in low visibility,” said 
a senior official.

Meanwhile the night landing at Srinagar airport has been 
in doldrums after the former government led by Omar Abdul-
lah announced it. The Indian Air Force and Defence Ministry 
gave a nod to the operation of night flights at Srinagar Airport 
following public pressure and the state government decided 
to start night operations from lone airport in the summer 
capital from February 2016.

However, for the last around 20 months, the authorities 
have failed to install the facilities at the airport for the night 
flights. The flights often get cancelled at the Srinagar Airport 
during winters when there is poor visibility as authorities 
have failed to install facilities for night flights.

Few months back, several Hajj flights returned back from 
the Srinagar Airport to New Delhi as an airline company did 
not seek permission from the authorities for the landing.

Director Airport Authority of India, Srinagar, Sharad 
Kumar had said that the flights had to return to New Delhi 
over non-seeking permission from the airport authorities. 
“The airline did not seek permission from the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation for landing at the Srinagar Airport. 
So these flights returned back to New Delhi from Srinagar,” 
Kumar had said.

Recently, the Divisional Commissioner recently held a 
meeting where it was decided to shut the brick kilns in close 
proximity to the airport. “These brick kilns will not operate 
and remain closed during the months from November to April 
as the smoke emanated by then reduces the visibility in the 
area,” a document of the minutes of the meeting, reads.

“Installation facility for night landing is job of the Airport 
Authority of India. We can take measures at the district 
level whatever measures are required to increase the visibil-
ity. Let’s hope that closure of brick kilns helps in increasing 
the visibility,” the official said.

It is to mention here that Chief Minister Mehbooba Muf-
ti had urged the government of India to include Srinagar 
Airport among India’s airports from where flights to ASEAN 
countries operate.

In a letter to Civil Aviation minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
Pasupati, the CM had said the operation of flights to and from 
the ASEAN region to Srinagar would give the state’s tourism 
industry the desired push it has been craving for. “The op-
eration of flights from and to cities like Kuala-Lumpur, Ja-
karta, Bangkok, Singapore and other cities in the region would 
have a positive impact on the local tourism industry and 
bolster the state’s economy,” she had said in her letter to the 
minister.

KTMF
issued to KNS.
He said at a time when the business fraternity, particu-

larly shopkeepers are struggling to restore activities, the poor 
power supply is actually sabotaging such efforts. 

Accusing the PDD of wasting time in issuing curtailment 
programs, he said no such roaster was being followed and 
that it was the responsibility of the State Electricity Regula-
tory Commission to keep track of this mischief by the official 
machinery.“When the curtailment schedule is not to be adhered 
to, it’s better for the PDD to issue black posters instead,” Khan 
said.He said amid unrest in Kashmir, the government hiked 
the fee by around 20%. “This is really dirty politics that 
government wants to crush Kashmiris from all sides and this 
is something intolerable,” he said.

Threatening to taking to streets, he asked the government 
to improve power supplies as per requirement. “Why can’t 
there be uninterrupted power supply, when our water re-
sources are being exploited?” he asked.

The KEA President Iqbal Tramboo said in the given con-
ditions it was difficult to restore tourism activities. “Unless 
power supply is improved to level of decency, the tourism 
activities like hotels and restaurants can’t operate,” he said.

“Every effort of this government towards promotion of 
tourism will be futile till power supply is decent,” he said.

GEELANI
Referring to so-called general amnesty, Geelani said that 

it is a mere political stunt, drafted in Nagpur headquarters 
in a bid to label those pursuing freedom movement ,as stone 
pelters.

Geelani said Indian authorities and their puppets in state 
feel annoyed and dejected when 2008 to year 2016 people 
vehemently came on roads, resenting forced occupation and 
FIR’s were filed against thousands of youth and later a few 

were released against hefty ransom.
Thousands were arrested and despite court orders were 

rearrested, said Geelani.
Geelani in his appeal to international organisations for 

human rights urged to take cognizance of rights violations, 
saying they should raise their voice for those facing state 
terror and added that people in state are worst sufferers.

This is the sheer violation of human rights, said Geelani 
and strongly condemned the detention and slapping PSA on 
its party assistant secretary general, Mohamad Yusuf Mir.

Syed Ali Geelani expressed his deep grief over the demise 
of sister of incarcerated leader Wahid Ahmad Mir, saying his 
mother was slain during ongoing freedom movement and 
while extending his condolences, said that grieved family has 
rendered praiseworthy services for resistance movement.

Geelani while expressing deep concern and grief over the 
loss of lives in the suicidal bomb attack on the devotees in an 
Egypt and extended his sympathy and condolences to bereaved 
families.

“Those involved in these heinous attacks are not human 
beings and we demanded exemplary and stringent action 
against culprits. It is a well-thought-out conspiracy and Mus-
lims are mercilessly being massacred in every nook and 
corner of world, said Geelani. 

Terrorism in every form and place is condemnable and 
no religion, particularly Islam, has any place for actions like 
these, said Geelani and added that it is very sad and unfor-
tunate and added that it is a big conspiracy to promote sec-
tarianism in Muslim Ummah.

Geelani on Saturday expressed deep grief over the demise 
of Dr Mohammad Ashraf (Peer Bagh) and while praying for 
eternal peace to departed soul, expressed condolence & 
solidarity with the bereaved family.

Meanwhile on the directions of Syed Ali Geelani, a del-
egation led by Bashir Ahmad Qureshi visited grieved family 
and extended condolences.

SWEEPER
but want to convey a message to Director Health Ser-

vices Kashmir and Drug Controller Department that they 
should at least check the credentials of the man before issu-
ing a license to him.

    “The locals have in fact lodged a complaint vide number 
65607 in the Chief Ministers Grievance Cell but no so far no 
action has been initiated against him,” they said.

LAWYERS
legal recourse to tackle happenings in the cyber world 

including theft of data and espionage.
“After IT Act, 2000 was enacted, many amendments have 

been brought in to cope with growing challenges in terms of 
privacy intrusion and data theft but we are far behind. Our 
country has to find solutions to mounting problems in the 
cyber world,” he said.

Prof A R Yusuf, Chairman SAC for Dal Lake Conservation, 
said there has been the cyber environment has witnessed 
gradual degradation due to the proliferation of technology in 
this cyber age. “Our world has passed into a new era where 
youngsters using new technology are vulnerable to cybercrime. 
On social media, people fall prey to rumours and become 
carriers of misinformation because of which they have to face 
consequences,” he said.

Prof Yusuf urged Anjuman-e-Vakula, Kashmir to organ-
ise such seminars in schools and colleges in rural areas and 
make people aware of the cyber laws and cyber security. 

Delving on the issue of child pornography, Prof Yasir 
Latif Handoo, assistant professor, Kashmir Law College, said 
there is a need for International Court on Cyber Crime on the 
lines of International Court of Justice to deal with such crimes.

          “Besides, there has been a significant rise in attacks 
on government and private sector, particularly financial sec-
tor. In the government sector, there has been 136 percent 
increase in cyber crimes in 2016-2017 while the private sec-
tor has seen 119 percent,” he said. 

          Advocate Ateef Kanth of J&K High Court said the 
cyber laws in India are nascent and a lot of education and 
research is required to formulate effective legislation on 
cyber crimes, “The scale of cyber crimes in India is negligent, 
mostly dealing with privacy issues, while huge cyber scams 
have been reported globally. Keeping this in mind, we have 
to be proactive in evolving an effective, since most of the 
offences defined in IT Act, 2000 are bailable,” he said. 

          Tahir Majid Shamsi, additional solicitor general of 
India, J&K High Court said the scale of information available 
online makes the internet users vulnerable to privacy intru-
sion, “Securing data is a big issue. In today’s world, most 
people don’t know the importance of cyber laws, which are 
meant to protect your information. There is need to educate 
people on cyber laws,” he said. 

          Others who spoke on the occasion include Muzaffar 
Hamid Bhat, CGC, J&K High Court and some faculty members 
of Kashmir Law College. The proceedings were moderated 
by Masooda Jan, senior counsel, J&K High Court.

WORK
Reports said that as the news about the gate closure reached 

to other employees they marched towards AD Block and 
staged a massive protest. They demanded the removal of 
Registrar.   “Everything has become defunct in the Varsity 
since the appointment of this Registrar. We are being harassed 
for the fault of our none. Big fish are spared and minnows are 
targeted,” the employees said and warned of agitation in case 
they are humiliated again.

     When contacted, Registrar Kashmir University Prof 
Khurshid Ahmed Bhat said that he checked attendance and 
ordered the closure of the gates. “The timing of the Univer-
sity is from 10 am to 4 pm,” he said.

CHIEF SECRETARY REVIEWS DEVELOPMENT SCENARIO IN POONCH
Asks district administration to increase public outreach programs, expedite ongoing projects

Poonch, November 25: To take stock 
of overall development scenario and 
implementation of various ongoing de-
velopmental projects and schemes, and 
to remove bottlenecks in completion of 
held up projects in the district, Chief 
Secretary of J&K state B.B. Vyas along 
with commissioner secretary health & 
medical education Dr. Pawan Kotwal, 
commissioner secretary R&B Sanjeev 

Verma and secretary to school education 
Farooq Shah today chaired a high level 
meeting of district and sectoral officers 
at Dak Bungalow Poonch.

The meeting was attended by District 
Development Commissioner Tariq Ah-
mad Zargar, ADDC Abdul Hamid, ADC 
Basharat Hussain, ASP Anwar-ul-Haq, 
Superintending Engineers, and Execu-
tive Engineers from PHE, PDD, R&B, 

I&FC and officers from various depart-
ments.

At the very outset, DDC apprised the 
Chief Secretary through power point 
presentation about the physical &finan-
cial status of ongoing development works 
and flag-ship programs taken up by 
various executing agencies & depart-
ments in this border district.

DDC also apprised the Chief Secre-

tary about the works being executed by 
department of health, education, R&B, 
PHE, I & FC & FCS&CA. While review-
ing sector wise performance, chief sec-
retary asked the officers for increase in 
the spending rate of state share by book-
ing the expenditure in appropriate time 
so that valuable money should not go 
waste.While apprising the chief secretary, 
DDC brought several core issues in to 

the notice of CS including shortage of 
equipments and doctors specially radi-
ologist in district hospital and request-
ed for similar infrastructure in SDHs 
&, PHCs in the district.

Speaking on the occasion, commis-
sioner secretary health & medical edu-
cation, Dr Pawan Kotwal informed the 
meeting that government is on job to fill 
up the vacancies of doctors & very soon 

the vacant seats of doctors in this border 
district and far-off regions will be filled 
which is often prone to cross border 
shelling .While reviewing the progress 
of newly created infrastructure under 
health sector and stock of medicines in 
the district, Mr. Pawan Kotwal directed 
the CMO Poonch to immediately taken 
over the newly buildings created under 
NRHM.
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Kohli, Sham Lal Choudhary inaugurates 
Mayari Kalakote Water Supply Scheme

‘Steps being taken to augment potable water supply in all parts of JK’
Jammu, November 25:  Minister 

for Animal, Sheep Husbandry and 
Fisheries, Abdul Gani Kohli and Min-
ister for PHE and Irrigation Sham Lal 
Chaudhary on Saturday inaugurated 
a Water Supply Scheme (WSS) at 
Mayari Kalakote in Rajouri district. 
The scheme is being constructed at a 
cost of Rs1.5 crore under NDRWP 
and will benefit -2000 souls of Mayari 
Village and its adjacent areas.

With the inauguration of the 
scheme, a much awaited dream proj-
ect came true for the residents of Mayari 
who had to walk miles to fetch drink-
ing water. The residents thanked the 
government for fulfilling the long 
pending demand of the residents and 
gave a rousing reception to the Min-
isters by showering flower petals on 
the minister and performed tradi-
tional Bangra to welcome the minis-
ter.

Speaking on the occasion,  Kohli 
said that Government is committed 
to provide all basic amenities like 
adequate Drinking Water, Power, 
Education, Healthcare Facilities and 
other civic facilities to the people of 
all the three regions of the State es-
pecially the people living in remote 

and hilly areas.
He said the directions have already 

been passed to the concerned for 
identification of habitations who have 
not been provided drinking water 
facilities so far and also they were 
asked to prepare Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs) in this regard and 
submit the same to the Government 
for accord of necessary arrangement 
of funds.

On the occasion Minister Sham 
Lal Choudhary said that funds, is not 

a problem with regard to the projects 
regarding supply of pure drinking 
water but, he said, need is to identify 
the projects and start works. He said 
it is the responsibility of the concerned 
officers and engineer to conduct field 
survey and project plans on priority. 
Referring to the developmental works 
under execution in Kalakote Con-
stituency, the Minister said that the 
construction of various developmen-
tal projects are apace and on comple-
tion of these schemes it will change 

the socio-economic conditions of the 
people of the area.

During the tour, the Ministers also 
inspected Filtration Plant, Chainpur 
and asked the concerned to redouble 
their efforts and ensure adequate 
drinking water facilities to the people 
of the area.

Earlier, both the Ministers at-
tended large public gathering at Dak 
Bungalow Kalakote and said that 
Kalakote Constituency will be devel-
oped on modern lines. They said in 
this regard several initiatives have 
been taken and some are in pipe line.

They said that efforts are afoot to 
improve the socio-economic condi-
tions of the people of the area and 
several welfare schemes have been 
launched and appealed the people to 
take advantage of these.

On the occasion, local people pro-
jected charter of demands which 
included construction and up-grada-
tion of road net work of Kalakote 
Constituency. The Ministers gave them 
patient hearing and assured them 
that their genuine demands will be 
looked into. Among others senior of-
ficers of the District were accompanied 
with the Ministers. 

JKSCW holds awareness 
programme on women 

empowerment
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 25 – The Jammu 

and Kashmir State Commission for Women 
(JKSCW) in association with District Admin-
istration, Jammu organized an awareness 
programme to educate the participants about 
measures and schemes in place for women 
protection and empowerment here today.

The awareness programme titled ‘Respect 
Women’ was aimed at ensuring women em-
powerment at all levels and witnessed the 
participation of more than 150 Anganwadi 
workers, helpers, ASHA workers and District 
Social Welfare Offices. Chairperson, Jammu 
and Kashmir State Commission for Women 
Nayeema Mehjoor, Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu, Kumar Rajeev Ranjan, Secretary 
SCW Aijaz Abdullah and ADC Jammu besides 
other officers were present on the occasion.

During the programme, the participants 
and ground level workers were educated about 
various state and centrally sponsored schemes 
so that necessary information can be dispersed 
to the designated beneficiaries.

The participants were briefed about schemes 
including Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY), Ja-
nani Shishu Suraksha Karyakaram (JSSK), 
ARSH (Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual 
Health) Scheme, Ladli Beti, Rajiv Gandhi 
Scheme for Empowerment of Adolescent Girls 
– Sabla, Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana 

Yojana (PMMVY), among others.
The participants were also made aware 

about the national and state legislations, laws 
about women safety, their rights, Domestic 
Violence Act, Dowry Prohibition Act, etc.

“It is essential to educate women about 
laws and schemes designed to make them 
independent,” the Chairperson said, adding 
that, this education is essential to counter 
disempowerment that starts in our society 
from the moment a female child is born.

She said the government initiatives are 
aimed at changing this mindset of society, 
starting with women themselves.

She further said, “Empowerment of wom-
en begin when we take a stand for our rights 
against any infringement, violation - be it at 
home, in the workplace or on the streets.” She 
urged the participants to put in every effort 
to help women stand on their feet by facilitat-
ing them in enrolling for these schemes’ ben-
efits. She said the Commission is working 
towards empowering the women of J&K and 
bringing down the cases of crime against 
women. As part of the programme, an inter-
action was also held wherein the district 
level functionaries gave an update about their 
work at ground level and apprised the com-
mission about the status of implementation 
of these schemes.

Traffic police issues advisory
Asks parents not to allow wards drive 
vehicle without license

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 25:  Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Traffic City Srinagar today issued advisory asking 
parents of the school going wards to not allow their wards to 
drive bike/scooty or any other vehicle without a valid license.

The SSP said that allowing minors who don’t have valid 
driving license to drive a vehicle not only endangers the life 
of such children but also warrants legal action.

Job fair postponed in 
Anantnag to Dec 2

ANANTNAG, NOVEMBER 25: According to the  Assistant 
Director Employment and Counseling Anantnag, job fair in 
the district for unemployed youth which was scheduled for 
November 28 has been postponed to December 02, 2017 at 
Dak Bungalow Khannabal. 

ADC Handwara inspects 
Govt offices

KUPWARA, NOVEMBER 25: To ensure punctuality in 
Government offices, Additional Deputy Commissioner Hand-
wara, Pir Muzaffar Ahmad today conducted a surprise visit 
to Municipal Committee Langate, PHE, R&B, Sheep, Animal 
Husbandry, Agriculture, Horticulture, Education Department 
offices in Langat and Handwara areas.

A special checking squad also accompanied the ADC. 
During the inspection, 10 employees were found unauthor-
izedly absent from their duties and were placed under sus-
pension.  A case in this regard has been submitted to the 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara for further recommendation.

The ADC asked the government officials to remain pres-
ent at their place of postings so that the people of the area do 
not suffer during winter months for want of redressal of their 
day-to-day issues.

Road safety action plan 2017-18 for 
Srinagar being prepared: ADC

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 25: Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (V), Srinagar today said that a comprehensive Road 
safety action plan for the year 2017-18 for district Srinagar 
is being framed for which pro-forma floated by Transport 
Department envisages various promotional activities.

The ADC said that the pro-forma envisages showing films 
on road safety in all cinema halls, electronic media like cable 
TV and displaying of hoardings at all important locations 
like Government buildings, railway stations, bus stations, 
airport etc.

Islamia College Srinagar 
hosts awareness camp on 

drug de-addiction
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 25: A one-day awareness camp 

on drug de-addiction organized by Civil Defence Srinagar 
was held at Islamia College, Hawal here today.

Experts comprising psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, 
medical officers, counsellors, social workers, mediation 
therapists, pharmacists and field workers expressed their 
views on the topic ‘Drug Abuse is Preventable Behaviour and 
Drug Addictions is a Treatable Disease’.

Dr Muhammad Muzaffar of Police Hospital Srinagar, 
President Private Schools Association Srinagar, G. M. War, 
Civil Defence volunteers, members of civil society, Students 
and staff of the college were present on the occasion.

The programme was coordinated by DySP, Deputy Con-
troller Civil Defence, Nighat Aman.

Abdul Haq interacts with students undergoing 
Skills Training in Jammu

Remodelled Himayat scheme aims to make unemployed youth job-ready
MIRAN SAHIB, NOVEM-

BER 25: Minister for Rural 
Development and Panchaya-
ti Raj Abdul Haq on Saturday 
visited Miran Sahib to get first 
hand appraisal of the facilities 
and training being provided 
to the youth by Surya Skills 
under Himayat Scheme (DDU-
GKY).

The Minister was accom-
panied by Mission Director 
SRLM, Bakshi Javid , Addi-
tional Mission Director SRLM 
(Jammu) Kapil Sharma and 
other senior officers of the  
department besides officials 
and trainers of Surya  Skills.

About 200 students includ-
ing 65 girls are undergoing 

various skill development 
trainings at Training centre 
of Surya Skills in Miran Sahib 
Jammu in Hospitality and 
retail marketing domain un-
der the Himayat Scheme.

The Minister visited the 
lecture rooms, library and 
well established laboratories, 
Audio Visual Labs, Bio-met-
ric and online monitoring 
systems installed in the train-
ing centre. The minister also 
inspected the boarding fa-
cilities, canteen and other 
facilities being provided by 
the PIA to the students.

Most of the students of 
this batch hail from very far 
of places of Jammu division 

including Kalakote, Mud, 
Mahore and other hilly areas.

While interacting with the 
Minister, the students ex-
pressed satisfaction over the 
facilities being provided to 
them and also put forth some 
grievances which were re-
solved on the spot. The train-
ers and the teaching staff at 
the Surya Skills informed the 

minister that the batch is one 
of the finest batches as the 
students are very talented, 
responsive and intelligent.

Talking to students, Abdul 
Haq said Himayat is a skill 
development cum placement 
programme for unemployed 
youth in J&K under the um-
brella of Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya Gramin Koushalaya 

Yojana (DDU-GKY), Union 
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment with focus on sustain-
able employment for rural 
poor youth. He said JKSRLM 
has been entrusted with the 
responsibility of training and 
placing over 1.24 lakh JK 
youth with an allocation of 
Rs 1601.51 crore for a period 
of 3 years.

The Minister said Chief 
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti 
launched the remodelled Hi-
mayat scheme earlier this year 
with an aim to train the un-
employed youth in different 
sectors so that they get em-
ployment at the earliest. He 
said around three projects 
have been sanctioned by JK-
SRLM.

 He said 9751 candidates 
are to be covered in the pres-
ent round of four project ap-
plications and that first instal-
ment has been released to the 
PIAs including Surya, Apol-
lo and Manpower for the mo-
bilization of candidates which 
is under progress.

Kavinder Gupta launches blacktopping works for 
Rs 3.63 cr Sunjwan-Chatta road link

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 25 - Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
Kavinder Gupta today launched the blacktop-
ping works on 5 km long Sunjwan-Chatta 
road link being constructed under the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).

MLC Vikram Randhawa, besides concerned 
officers were also present on the occasion.

In its final leg, the road is being construct-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs 3.63 crore, besides 
an additional Rs 26 lakh for its maintenance 
in next 5 years.

Speaking on the occasion, the Speaker 
said that development of road infrastructure 
brings multiple socio-economic benefits to 
the people and catalyzes the local economy.

“With the development of all weather ru-
ral roads, benefits to the rural economy will 
be quickly visible including increased mobil-
ity, increased productivity, saving in cost of 
transportation of men and material and 
speedier flow of commodities besides, chang-
es in the life style”, he added.

Reiterating government’s commitment 

towards development of road connectivity 
across all regions, he said the government 
has chalked out carefully calculated phase 
by phase road infrastructure development 
plan for the state. The execution of these proj-
ects is being meticulously carried out in a 
phased and time-bound manner to ensure 
the benefits of these initiatives reach common 
masses, he said.

The locals expressed gratitude to the 
Speaker for initiating and executing this proj-
ect on war footing, with special attention on 
the quality of road.

Bali pays surprise visit to Emergency Block of 
GMC Jammu, takes stock of facilities

Directs for swift attention to trauma cases
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 25 

– Minister for Health & Med-
ical Education, Bali Bhagat 
today paid surprise visit to 
the emergency block of Gov-
ernment Medical College, 
Jammu and took stock of the 
facilities and services available 
there.

He inspected the function-
ing and services in the emer-
gency block and received 
detailed account of facilities 
viz-a-viz availability of drugs, 
IV fluid, diagnostic equipment, 
sanitation and manpower etc 
to deal with the flow of patients 

being treated there. He inter-
acted with the doctors, para-
medics, patients and atten-
dants and enquired about the 
functioning.

He called upon the func-
tionaries of the hospital ad-
ministration to further stream-
line the system to ease the 
rush of patients and specific 
measures to deal with the most 
critical cases, especially those 
injured in road and other ac-
cidents. He issued specific 
instructions for devising a 
well-knit mechanism to pro-
vide immediate medical at-

tention to the emergency 
cases, which are brought in 
the hospital so that their pre-
cious lives are saved. He said 
saving life of a patient must 
be the top priority of a doctor 

and his swift 
action can ex-
hibit a miracu-
lous result in 
his/her efforts, 
said the Minis-
ter.

While in-
teracting with 
the media per-
sons on the oc-
casion, the 

Minister said that it is en-
deavor of the Government to 
put in place best diagnostic 
facilities in all the health in-
stitutions across the State to 

save precious lives, adding 
that there is no compensation 
to the human life and doctors 
are doing their best. He said 
Government has already 
taken a slew of measures to 
improve working conditions 
in the health institutions and 
ensured adequate funds so 
that the doctors and para-
medics can perform their 
duties more efficiently.

He said all essential med-
icines and diagnostic lab tests 
are available free of cost for 
the patients in the emergen-
cy and other indoor wards 

and nominal charges have 
been fixed for OPD patients. 
In the rural institutions, more 
than 50 essential drugs are 
being given to the patients 
free of cost under Free Med-
ical Policy. He said the efforts 
are being made to make the 
rural health institutions more 
accountable and responsive 
to curtail the referral system. 
He said at district level the 
services of various specializa-
tions are available and only 
critical patients are needed 
to be referred to the tertiary 
care institutions. 

House Committee on environment 
visits Dal Lake

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 25: A Legisla-
tive Assembly Committee on the environment 
today visited Dal Lake and its catchment area 
to get firsthand observation of the issues con-
cerning it.Led by the Committee Chairman 
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami, the visiting 
team also included legislators Mohammad 
Yousuf Bhat, Bashir Ahmed Dar, Usman Ab-
dul Majid, Ishfaq Ahmed Sheikh, Shamima 
Firdous. V-C Lawda Dr Hafiz Shah, expert Er 
Zahoor Ahmed Chaat as special invitee and 
other officials from LAWDA were accompany-
ing the legislators during the tour.

The members had a detailed tour of the 
Dal Lake where they witnessed ongoing clean-
ing of Lilly patches was carried out, both 
manually and mechanically.

The Committee recommended western 
foreshore for delineation of the western bound-
ary to prevent ingress from that side. They 
also recommended necessary work to be done 
on Badshahi canal which will add fresh water 
to the Nigeen lake. The committee also recom-

mended to look for alternate options for wa-
ter resources in order to reduce the strain on 
lake water due to withdrawal of water for 
Nishat( 20 MGD) and Pakribal( 4MGD) filtra-
tion plant.The Committee also recommend-
ed rejuvenation of Sharaab Kuel and with-
drawal of water from Sindh extension canal 
in order to augment fresh water supplies to 
the lake along Boulvard.To turn the on-going 
cleaning process more result-oriented, the 
Committee recommended speedy funding 
for relocation of inhabitants and houseboats.

The Committee strongly recommended 
procuring more lake cleaning machines, be-
sides, regularization of consolidated employ-
ees working in LAWDA and increasing their 
daily wages.  On the occasion, V-C LAWDA 
briefed the Committee about the operations 
going on in the Dal lake to regain its lost 
glory. Dr Shah also informed that committee 
that besides, cleaning machines more than 
1300 laborers are currently employed in clean-
ing operation of Dal lake. 
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A SYMBOLIC 
VICTORY

What brings people together is not always enough 
to keep them together. The struggle for the Two 
Leaves election symbol may have encouraged the 
two factions of the All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam to come together, but the alloca-
tion of the symbol by the Election Commission is 
not likely to make the prospects of their staying 
together any greater. While the O. Panneerselvam 
group formed a separate faction as a protest against 
the domineering influence of the Sasikala family 
in the party, the Edappadi K. Palaniswami group 
distanced itself from the Sasikala family as a sur-
vival tactic to seek greater political legitimacy. 
Both camps have retained their separate identities 
after the merger. Therefore, the allocation of the 
symbol risks accentuating the internal struggle 
for posts and positions within the party. While 
another split in the near future is unlikely, the 
competing claims for power and influence by the 
two factions could put the party under renewed 
stress. But what the allocation of the symbol does 
for the ruling combine is to give it an advantage 
over the Sasikala faction, represented by T.T.V. 
Dhinakaran, in the R.K. Nagar by-election. With 
the help of Two Leaves, the camp of ‘EPS and OPS’ 
might be able to beat back the challenge posed by 
Mr. Dhinakaran, who has already declared his 
intention to contest the election for the seat.

The EC was faced with a straightforward issue 
in deciding the symbol case. The merged factions 
commanded the support of a majority of the mem-
bers of Parliament and State legislature and the 
organisational wings. True, even at the time the 
case first came up before the EC, the EPS faction, 
which at that time had the benefaction of the Sa-
sikala family, enjoyed the support of a majority of 
the party’s members. But with the R.K. Nagar 
by-election in sight (it was subsequently deferred 
after instances of voter bribery came to light), the 
EC had taken the safest option of freezing the 
symbol and the name of the party. With the sym-
bol case out of the way, the ruling AIADMK com-
bine can once again concentrate on fighting the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, its long-time rival. 
Unlike what they did in the battle with Mr. Dhi-
nakaran, Chief Minister Palaniswami and Depu-
ty Chief Minister Panneerselvam cannot hope to 
project the malevolence of Sasikala as an issue for 
fearmongering in the contest with the DMK. The 
R.K. Nagar by-election will also be the first elec-
toral test for the State government, which needs 
to erase the popular impression that it is hurtling 
directionless without a pilot. A victory for the 
EPS-OPS grouping could go a long way in estab-
lishing the political legitimacy of a government 
that is still running on the mandate given to Jay-
alalithaa. Equally, an adverse result in this by-
election could undermine the government, bring-
ing it under even greater pressure from inside as 
well as outside.

The mandates of 
natural justice

�� Suhrith Parthasarathy

It was on November 26, 68 years ago, 
that the chairperson of the Constitu-
tion drafting committee, B.R. Ambed-

kar, put to vote the following motion at the 
Constituent Assembly: “That the Constitution 
as settled by the Assembly be passed.” The 
motion, as the minutes of the day’s meeting 
recorded, was adopted amidst “prolonged 
cheers.” In the ensuing decades, though, the 
day was scarcely recognised as forming an 
occasion of any particular note. But, in 1969, 
the Supreme Court Bar Association declared 
November 26 as Law Day, “a red-letter day,” 
in the words of the association’s then presi-
dent, L.M. Singhvi, which the government 
has now designated as Constitution Day. But 
call the day what we might, Singhvi’s inten-
tion in declaring it as an occasion for an-
nual observance is certainly worthy of pay-
ing heed to.

“Our purpose in designating 26th No-
vember as Law Day,” said Singhvi, in his 
inaugural address, “is to emphasise the role 
and importance of law in the life of our Re-
public, to review the state of law and admin-
istration of justice, to suggest ways and means 
of improving our laws and our legal and ju-
dicial system, to establish better and more 
meaningful equations between the Bench 
and the Bar, to strengthen the principle of 
the independence of the judiciary… and to 
maintain, reinforce and augment public con-
fidence in our legal and judicial system.”

A necessary appraisal
Were we to today conduct an introspection 

of the kind that Singhvi thought necessary, 
what might our appraisal be? This question 
attains particular salience given recent events 
in the Supreme Court, which have not only 
sounded a national alarm, but have also 
threatened the confidence that the public 
might repose in the judiciary. The court’s 
collective actions, in undermining every no-
tion of good ethical conduct, has struck a 
potentially irredeemable blow at the prin-
ciples highlighted by Singhvi in his speech, 
each of which goes to the root of the consti-
tutional morality that Ambedkar held so 
dear.

The firestorm in this case was triggered 
by a first information report in which a retired 
Orissa High Court judge, I.M. Quddusi, was 
implicated for allegedly taking bribes to se-
cure favourable orders from the Supreme 
Court. As it happened, these matters which 
Justice Quddusi is alleged to have claimed 
he could fix were heard by a bench presided 
by the Chief Justice of India (CJI). These 
claims supposedly made by Justice Qud-
dusi might well be humbug. But how are we 
to know their veracity unless a reasonable 
investigation is conducted? This precisely 
was the question that a pair of petitions filed 
respectively by the Campaign for Judicial 

Accountability and Reforms (CJAR) and the 
advocate Kamini Jaiswal raised. Given that 
any involvement of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation could impinge the autonomy 
of the judiciary, the petitions suggested 
that the court might consider appointing 
a special investigation team to conduct an 
inquiry into the FIR, under the supervision 
of a retired CJI, independent of all execu-
tive interference.

When the original petition was filed by 
the CJAR, it might have been reasonable to 
expect the CJI to recuse himself altogether 
from the matter, including from any involve-
ment as the master of the roster, as the per-
son responsible for both determining which 
judges hear a case and when they do so. But 
his failure to do so prompted the filing of a 
second petition, this time by Ms. Jaiswal. 
With a view to avoiding any intervention by 
the CJI, this case was separately mentioned 
before a bench presided by the court’s second 
most senior judge, Justice J. Chelameswar, 
who ordered that the petition be heard by a 
bench comprising the five most senior judg-
es of the court. This, however, led to a series 
of other consequences, with the controversy 
spiralling into successive episodes of un-
seemliness, each apparently more damaging 

than the previous. Ultimately, the CJI not 
only set aside Justice Chelameswar’s order, 
by constituting a five-judge bench of his own, 
over which he himself presided, but he also 
thereby reaffirmed his power and authority 
to make administrative choices.

Justice seen to be done?
If we were to view the controversy ratio-

nally, the entire issue ought to boil down to 
these questions: under what circumstances 
does a litigant’s claim in court translate into 
a claim that interests a judge? Does the CJI 
ever have a duty to recuse himself as the 
“master of the roster”? To determine these 
questions, the court has no explicitly binding 
rules to apply; it’s guided partly by precedent, 
but mostly by discretion. In ordinary cir-
cumstances, this discretion would be governed 
by the general principle expressed by Lord 
Chief Justice Hewart of the King’s Bench 
nearly 100 years ago: that “justice should not 
only be done, but should manifestly and un-
doubtedly be seen to be done.”

But, on November 14, when a three-judge 
bench constituted by the CJI, which includ-
ed a judge who had originally heard the 
cases that Justice Quddusi claimed he could 
influence, conducted a hearing, it barely con-
sidered the basic tenets of this principle. 

Instead, it dismissed Ms. Jaiswal’s petition, 
as an attempt at “bringing disrepute” to the 
court. What’s more, the bench also held that 
the petitioner’s request for a recusal by one 
of the judges hearing the case amounted 
virtually to a contempt of the court.

The Gajendragadkar way
Here, it may have been instructive for the 

court to hark back to an incident from August 
1964, when a group of intervenors repre-
sented by the lawyer Purushottam Trikam-
das — a ‘tiger’ at the bar, by Fali Nariman’s 
reckoning — made what was at the time an 
odd request to a bench presided by the CJI, 
P.B. Gajendragadkar, which was hearing a 
case concerning the validity of a Bombay 
land acquisition law. Gajendragadkar, they 
argued, should not hear the case, since its 
outcome would affect a cooperative housing 
society of which he was a member.

As Mr. Nariman recounted in his memoir, 
“Before Memory Fades,” Gajendragadkar 
eventually agreed to recuse himself from the 
case, but he nonetheless expressed an inten-
tion to hear a similar dispute that emanated 
from Madras, where he himself had no per-
sonal interest. It was then that the Attorney 
General, C.K. Daphtary, who was appearing 
for the Union of India, stood up to point out 
to the judge that it wouldn’t be ethical for 
him to hear either of the cases, given that any 
decision in the Madras case would have 
likely bound the court later when it heard 
the challenge to the Bombay law.

The next day the bench was promptly 
reconstituted, with Justice K. Subba Rao 
presiding. As Mr. Nariman pointed out, there 
could be little doubt, not then, and not today, 
and certainly never in Daphtary’s mind, that 
had Gajendragadkar heard the cases, Dap-
thary’s client, the government, would have 
succeeded. But, as it happened, the two 
cases — N.B. Jeejeebhoy v. Assistant Collec-
tor and Vajravelu Mudaliar v. Special Depu-
ty Collector — were both decided against the 
state. In H.M. Seervai’s words, the Chief 
Justice, in recusing himself, had thus “af-
firmed in India the principle, well settled in 
England, that the requirements of natural 
justice apply to the most exalted judicial of-
ficer as they do the humblest.”

Now, Gajendragadkar’s recusal still leaves 
certain questions unanswered. In particular, 
it doesn’t tell us much about the CJI’s role as 
the master of the roster. But, were we to place 
the Chief Justice’s position as an administra-
tive head above ordinary mandates of natu-
ral justice, we would be violating the basic 
constitutional morality that holds together 
the entire structure of our Constitution, the 
idea that we are a country governed by the 
rule of law.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an ad-
vocate practising at the Madras High 
Court

Endgame in Syria
�� Mahesh Sachdev

The seven-year-old Syrian con-
flict has recently seen a flurry 
of political activity toward a 

possible denouement. Following the 
defeat of the Islamic State (IS) at Abu 
Kamal, its last Syrian redoubt, military 
activities are being framed by the tenu-
ous ceasefire between government-allied 
forces and motley rebel groups mostly 
confined to four de-escalation zones. 
Backed by support from the Russian Air 
Force, Iranian experts and fighters from 
Hezbollah militia of Lebanon, the former 
have an upper hand.

The rebels, with the solitary excep-
tion of Kurdish forces, have been losing 
ground, with their foreign patrons, 
mainly the U.S. and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council states, becoming more equivo-
cal. The antagonists have been incon-
clusively engaged in the Astana Process, 
sponsored and guaranteed by Russia, 
Iran and Turkey, and the U.N.-sponsored 
Geneva Peace Talks. The conflict has 
taken a horrific toll: over a third of 
nearly 19 million Syrians have been dis-
placed, nearly a fifth have sought refuge 
outside the country, and over 400,000 
are dead.

Russia’s role
Russian President Vladimir Putin 

has pressed the military advantage in 
Syria to recently launch the search for 
a lasting political solution. His summit 
with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
at Sochi, Russia, on November 20 pro-
duced the broad outlines of a peace 
process even as the Syrian leader in-
sisted on foreign non-interference. Fol-
lowing telephonic consultations with 
his U.S., Saudi, Egyptian and Israeli 
counterparts, Mr. Putin held a tripartite 
summit on November 22 with the Pres-
idents of Iran and Turkey. They jointly 
announced the convening of a Syrian 
peace congress at Sochi to create a frame-
work for national reconciliation. In tan-

dem with the Russian initiatives, a 
Saudi--sponsored two-day meeting in 
Riyadh of over 140 Syrian rebels con-
cluded yesterday with an agreement to 
field a unified delegation at the Geneva 
talks on November 28. They reportedly 
dropped their long-standing demand 
for the removal of President Assad which 
could help break the stalemate at the 

talks.
However, there are still formidable 

obstacles. First, the bloodletting and 
intense foreign involvement have cre-
ated a bitter legacy to be overcome before 
meaningful negotiations can commence. 
Second, entrenched foreign interests 
often pursue divergent objectives. For 
instance, while Turkey demands the 
ouster of Mr. Assad and regards the 

Kurdish militia as terrorists, Russia and 
Iran hold opposite stands. Even though 
Russia and the U.S. have vowed to oblit-
erate the IS, they hold opposite positions 
on the continuation of Mr. Assad. Sim-
ilarly, though Israel and Saudi Arabia 
have their well-known differences, they 
are both apprehensive about Iranian 
gains in the Levant. Third, even as a 

need for a new Syrian Constitution is 
widely acknowledged, the prescriptions 
for a future polity range from a con-
tinuation of Ba’ath Arab nationalism 
(aka an Alawite-dominated military-
security apparatus) to a Sunni Khilafat, 
and from a unitary republic to a loose 
confederation. At a different level, as 
Syria is the first instance of Russian 
military intervention abroad since the 

end of the Cold War, it has provoked 
speculation about Mr. Putin’s more mus-
cular regional and global agenda. Last 
but not least, any peace package would 
necessarily require the injection of huge 
funds for reconstruction. Unless the 
peace dividend is visible soon, regression 
to anarchy cannot be ruled out.

Whiff of optimism
The best one can realistically hope 

for is a congruence of major players 
around the incipient political process, 
and progressive withdrawal of foreign 
military presence and interests. Left to 
themselves, exhausted and pauperised 
Syrians may come around to let bygones 
be bygones and create new paradigms 
for peaceful coexistence. There is some 
room for guarded optimism: Syrians 
have an ancient civilisation which has 
always been multi-ethnic and mostly 
serene. Further, their bitter experience 
provides a cautionary lesson. The current 
stalemate also shows the limits of those 
calling for regime change by force. Indeed, 
some of them may be bracing themselves 
for aftershocks as war-hardened fighters 
come home from Syria’s killing fields. 
It may be better to de-escalate than risk 
Syria becoming a crucible for extremism.

At the regional level, the endgame 
in Syria puts paid to a decade of the 
“Arab Spring” without any tangible gains. 

It also re-enforces the unshakable Arab 
faith in conspiracy theories of foreign 
powers being the ultimate arbiters of 
their destiny. Ironically, the Syrian con-
flict will reach its endgame in the cen-
tenary year of the Sykes-Picot Agreement 
and the infamous Balfour Declaration. 
As they say, the more things change, the 
more they stay the same.

A place for India
By keeping a low profile during the 

conflict, India has earned wider accept-
ability across the Syrian social spectrum. 
In normal times, the annual bilateral 
trade between the two countries was 
over half a billion dollars, with India 
enjoying a large trade surplus. In a post-
conflict situation, India has a potential 
role in institution building and recon-
struction. Among the possible initiatives 
to further our prospects could be extend-
ing an invitation to Mr. Assad for a return 
visit to India, holding a session of the 
joint commission and an Indian line of 
credit to finance our exports as well as 
projects and services.

Mahesh Sachdev, a retired In-
dian Ambassador with specialisa-
tion in West Asia, is President of 
Eco-Diplomacy and Strategies, a 
consultancy

 They jointly announced the convening of a Syrian 
peace congress at Sochi to create a framework for national 

reconciliation. In tandem with the Russian initiatives, a 
Saudi--sponsored two-day meeting in Riyadh of over 140 
Syrian rebels concluded yesterday with an agreement to 

field a unified delegation at the Geneva talks on November 
28. They reportedly dropped their long-standing demand 

for the removal of President Assad which could help break 
the stalemate at the talks.
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Let Col Purohit, first Army officer arrested ffor terrorism, claims innocence

Organs of state obligated to 
be models of good conduct, 

says President Kovind
NEW DELHI: Cautioning the 

three organs of state -- the execu-
tive, the judiciary and the legislature 
to respect each other's boundaries 
and be obligated to be models of 
good governance, President Ram 
Nath Kovind on Saturday said there 
is a relentless demand for transpar-
ency and scrutiny in public life 
today.Speaking after inaugurating 
the National Law Day Conference 
organised here jointly by the Law 
Commission of India and NITI 
Aayog, President Kovind said, "Pub-
lic life is today a glass house. There 
is a relentless demand for transpar-
ency and scrutiny. Our legal frater-
nity needs to be mindful of these 
legitimate urges of the people - the 
ultimate masters in a democracy. 
All three organs of the state - the 
judiciary, the executive and the 
legislature - are obligated to be 
models of good conduct. They also 
need to be careful not to cross into 
each other's finely-defined spaces..."

Her further said, "Our Consti-
tution is both a major source of our 
laws, as well as the custodian of an 
ethic and a value system that inher-

ently believes in the dharma of law. 
On National Law Day, we recall 
with gratitude the members of the 
Constituent Assembly who gave us 
this vibrant and inspiring document, 
our Constitution. And in particular 
we pay tribute to Dr B.R. Ambedkar, 
the chair of the Drafting Commit-
tee, and in a sense the Chief Archi-
tect of our Constitution."

President Kovind also used the 

occasion to flag the under-repre-
sentation of women and under-
privileged sections of Indian soci-
ety in the legal field.

"(Out) of the 17,000 judges in 
our subordinate courts, high courts 
and Supreme Court, only about 
4,700, roughly one in four, are 
women. In addition, there is an 
unacceptably low representation 
of traditionally weaker sections such 

as OBCs, SCs and STs, especially 
in the higher judiciary. Without in 
any manner compromising on qual-
ity, we need to take long-term mea-
sures to remedy this situation. Like 
our other public institutions, our 
judiciary too has to be judicious in 
being representative of the diver-
sity of our country. And the breadth 
and depth of our society," he said.

He said that it is the sacred duty 
of the higher judiciary to groom 
district and sessions judges and 
raise their skills. In this manner, 
more and more of them can gradu-
ate to the high courts. This will also 
enhance trust in our lower courts 
and their judgements and serve to 
de-clog our high courts.

On the issue of strengthening 
the justice delivery system, he 
emphasised that there is the need 
to ensure speedy justice with a 
greater efficiency."While we take 
pride in our courts and their in-
dependence, it is a paradox that 
the poor often shy away from a 
legal battle, worried about the 
duration and the cost. And the 
well-off sometimes use the judicial 

process and its intricacies to de-
lay resolution to issues they sim-
ply do not want resolved. This 
paradox needs to be addressed," 
he said.President Kovind also said 
that in this age of instant commu-
nication and technology, "we must 
use these tools to speed up the jus-
tice delivery process."

On the question of affordabil-
ity of legal fees, he said, "The idea 
that a relatively poor person cannot 
reach the doors of justice for a fair 
hearing only because of financial 
or similar constraints violates our 
constitutional values and our re-
publican ethic. It is a burden on our 
collective conscience."

He said that he would leave it 
to India's legal fraternity to find an 
answer to rectify this anomaly.

He noted that the government 
has identified around 1,800 laws 
that require to be removed from 
the statute books. In the past three 
years, Parliament has repealed about 
1,200 obsolete and unnecessary 
laws. He stated that this will de-
congest the statute books and pro-
mote ease of governance.

Rahul Gandhi takes dig at 
PM Modi after Hafeez 

Saeed's release

NEW DELHI: Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi on 
Saturday took a dig at Prime Minister Narendra Modi after 
Pakistan released 2008 Mumbai attacks mastermind and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed from house arrest, saying 
that the former's 'Hugplomacy' with US President Donald 
Trump failed.

Gandhi to his Twitter handle and said "more hugs were 
urgently needed" between PM Modi and Trump.

Earlier on November 24, Saeed was released from house 
arrest in Lahore.

Police guards were removed from his residence where a 
large number of supporters gathered to celebrate the end of 
his house arrest.

In his first address after being released, Saeed blames 
India and the U.S. for detention and raked up Kashmir.

Saeed is said to be the head of the U.S.-designated terror 
outfit, Lashkar-e-Taiba and had been under house arrest 
since January 31 this year.

The decision to put Saeed under house arrest in January 
was seen as a response to actions by US President Donald 
Trump's White House against nations deemed linked to ter-
rorism.He has been declared a global terrorist by the United 
Nations and the US for his role in the Mumbai attack which 
claimed the lives of 166 people and maimed over 300 others.

He has a USD 10 million bounty on his head.

PM Modi reviews steps taken to reduce under-nutrition
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on Friday reviewed 
the progress and efforts take up to 
prevent and reduce under-nutrition 
and related problems in India.

The high level meeting chaired by 
the Prime Minister was attended by 
officials from PMO, NITI Aayog and 
other Ministries. In the meeting cur-
rent status of malnutrition, stunting 
and related problems were also 
reviewed.A statement, issued by the 
by the Prime Minister's Office (PMO), 
mentions that Prime Minister Modi 
in his meeting stressed on the need 
to bring in changes within 2022.

The Prime Minister stressed on 
the need to work towards concrete 
objectives to reduce stunting, under-
nutrition, low birth weight, and anae-
mia. He emphasised that visible and 
measurable results should be seen by 
2022, the 75th anniversary of inde-

pendence," it said.
"Towards this end, real-time 

monitoring towards progress of nutri-

tion outcomes was discussed, espe-
cially in the worst performing districts," 
adds the statement.

During the meeting, senior officials 
repeatedly emphasized that initiatives 
of the Union Government such as 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Mission 
Indradhanush, Beti Bachao - Beti 
Padhao, and Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojana etc, are having a 
positive impact on nutrition, the state-
ment further reads.

PM Modi also called for conver-
gence among all schemes of Union 
and State Governments, which di-
rectly or indirectly have an impact on 
nutrition outcomes.

In the meeting, Prime Minister 
Modi further stressed that raising 
awareness is very important and in-
formal channels should be used to 
generate this awareness.

He said,"Raising social awareness 
towards the importance of nutrition 
is necessary, to achieve the desired 
results."

Renaming Dyal Singh College 
unbelievable, shocking: 

Harsimrat Badal
NEW DELHI: Union Minister Harsimrat 

Kaur Badal on Saturday termed renaming 
of Dyal Singh College (Evening) as unbeliev-
able and shocking.The evening college was 
recently turned into a day college in July 
this year and renamed as Vande Mataram 
Mahavidyalaya on November 17.

Talking to ANI, Badal said, "It is unac-
ceptable and shocking. The person who is 
so keen to change name must change his 
own name. He can put all his wealth to cre-
ate something and give it whatever name he 
wants."She further questioned: How can 
you take away legacy of someone else?

The Union Minister of Food Processing 
further added that even the contribution of 
Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia so how could 
India forget his contribution.

"Even in Pakistan, they've recognised 
contribution of Sardar Deen Dyal Singh 
Majithia and colleges are being run on his 
name," Badal asserted.

Even, Punjab Chief Minister Captain 
Amarinder Singh has opposed the move.

"Strongly oppose renaming of Dyal Singh 
College as #vandemataramcollege. Found-
er Dyal Singh Majithia was a progressive 
visionary. We should preserve his great 
legacy instead of indulging in petty name 

changing games," Captain Amarinder tweet-
ed.However, the college administration has 
said there won't be any backtracking on 
renaming decision.

The college's origin arose from the estate 
of Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia, founder of 
The Tribune and Punjab National Bank, who 
willed his estate in 1895 for the establish-
ment of an educational trust for a secular 
college. Consequently, Dyal Singh College 
was established at Lahore in 1910. After the 
Partition of India, Dyal Singh College was 
established in Karnal and Delhi. It started 
functioning in the capital as a constituent 
college of the University of Delhi in 1959 and 
was taken over by the University of Delhi as 
a university maintained institution in 1978.

Man arrested for raping 
differently abled girl in MP

DAMOH: A man was 
arrested on Friday for al-
legedly raping a differ-
ently abled girl in Damoh 
of Madhya Pradesh.

The accused was ar-
rested following the fam-
ily of the victim filed a 
police complaint against 
him.

The accused allegedly 
raped the girl when she 
went to defecate.

The probe is underway 
in the incident, police said.

Haryana: Mobile 
internet services 
suspended till 
Nov 26 in 13 

districts
CHANDIGARH: The Haryana government 

on Friday suspended mobile internet services 
in 13 districts of the state till the midnight of 
November 26.This decision has been taken by 
the state government in view of maintaining 
law and order ahead of the two public rallies.

An official statement issued by the Haryana's 
Additional Chief Secretary (Home Department) 
S S Prasad reads, "Internet services provided 
on mobile networks except voice calls shall 

remain suspended for the next three days un-
til midnight of November 26 beginning today 
(November 24) in the territorial jurisdiction 
of districts of Jind, Hansi, Bhiwani, Hisar, 
Fatehabad, Karnal, Panipat, Kaithal, Rohtak, 
Sonipat, Jhajjar, Bhiwani and Charkhi Dadri."

"This order is issued to prevent any distur-
bance of peace and public order in the jurisdic-
tion of the State district as mentioned and shall 
be in force for the next three days..," the order 

adds.The All India Jat Aarakshan Sangharsh 
Samiti (AIJASS), led by Yashpal Malik, an-
nounced a rally at Jassia village of Rohtak 
district on Sunday. On the same day, Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) MP Raj Kumar Saini 
will address another rally at Jind.

A group of Jats opposing Kurukshetra MP 
Raj Kumar Saini's rally at Jind reportedly 
clashed with the police and blocked the Jind-
Chandigarh national highway in Jind.

K'taka police offer roses 
to traffic rule followers

KARNATAKA: In 
a bid to promote abid-
ance to road safety rules, 
police in Karnataka's 
Kalaburagi district gave 
roses to people follow-
ing traffic norms.

The Kalaburagi Po-
lice in Karnataka have 
started a drive for road 
safety in which people 
flouting the traffic 
norms will be booked 

while the followers will be offered roses.
North Eastern range IGP Alok Kumar on Friday came to 

the field for the safety drive, booked cases and also offered 
rose for those who followed the rules and wore helmet.

The initiative is setting an example for other states where 
accidents keep on happening every other day due to violation 
of traffic rules.

Egypt mosque attack: Sonia 
Gandhi calls for response from 

global community
NEW DELHI: Condemning the recent 

terror attack in Egypt, Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi on Saturday said such an 
attack is a reminder that terrorism remains 
a formidable challenge and calls for a 
concerted and sustained response from 
the global community.Expressing solidar-
ity with the people of Egypt, Gandhi said 
it is an unacceptable act of brutal terror 
against innocent citizens.

"This cowardly attack is a stark re-
minder that the persisting menace of 
terrorism remains a formidable challenge 
that calls for a concerted and sustained 
response from the global community," 
she said.

She said terrorism is a crime against 
humanity for which there can never be 

any justification and such barbaric acts 
are against the tenets of every religion.

The party president said the horrific 
attack is a deeply disturbing manifestation 
of the evil forces of terror.

"The attack took place at a place of 
worship and claimed the lives of hundreds 
of innocent worshipers make this sense-
less act of violence even more tragic," she 
added.The terrorist attack that took place 
on Friday claimed over 200 lives and 
wounded scores of worshippers in Egypt.

An explosion took place at a packed 
mosque in the Bir al-Abd region of north 
Sinai in Egypt when worshippers were 
carrying out their afternoon prayers.

No group has so far claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.
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5 REASONS WHY
YOU SHOULD TAKE UP A 

CREATIVE HOBBY IN 2017
New years inevitably bring new resolu-

tions. Although sports and fitness-based 
activities are usually top of the list, according 
to recent studies, practising an artistic hob-
by on a daily basis could contribute to phys-
ical, mental, social and emotional well-being.

There’s no need to set unattainable goals. 
Just a few moments spent learning a creative 
activity each day can be enough to boost 
your mood.

A mood lifter
Recent research from New Zealand, 

studying 658 adults for 13 days, found that 
participants who practiced creative ac-
tivities on a daily basis experienced a 
genuine feeling of well-being the next day.

The researchers also concluded that all 
forms of art could have a positive impact 
on the content of a workday, as well as the 
quality of social relations, from the moment 
people engage in a creative and sensorial 
process.

Switch off
Art is an excellent distraction, espe-

cially if you’re often occupied by intellectu-
ally challenging tasks. With dance, singing 
or theater, attention is focused on the pres-
ent moment, with no room for unwanted 
thoughts or musings. Such activities can 
also get you moving and wake up your 
senses without the same performance ob-
jectives as with sport.

Boost self-confidence
Painting, drawing, singing or improvi-

sation sessions can help you achieve new, 
previously unattainable feats and rebuild 
confidence in your abilities. In fact, teach-
ing hospitals in France are calling on art 
therapists and other professionals to help 
patients build their self-confidence.

In Grenoble, for example, 72% of children 
suffering from attention deficit issues and 
hyperactivity who followed seven drawing-
based art-therapy sessions said they felt 
proud, 78% said they had renewed confidence 
in their abilities, 68% said they wanted to 
continue the sessions and 50% improved 
their interpersonal skills.

Train your brain
When learning new activities, new neu-

ron networks are established in the brain. 
Recent scientific studies suggest that art, 
in general, could favour brain plasticity. 
This is currently being observed among 
recent stroke victims at the Pitié Salpêtrière 
hospital in Paris.

Something to enjoy every day
With busy schedules of working and 

commuting, we sometimes forget to include 
fun, endorphin-stimulating activities in 
our day-to-day lives. Artistic activities can 
create a haven, like a bubble of enjoyment, 
triggering positive emotions — and even 
more so in a group.

BABIES BORN
TO MOTHERS WITH 
DIABETES OFTEN 
BIGGER, SAYS STUDY

A recent research conducted by the European 
Society of Cardiology has found that blood flows 
preferentially to the placenta instead of the brain 
in foetuses of mothers with diabetes, hence increas-
ing the size of the infant.

“We know that maternal diabetes mellitus affects 
the foetal organs,” said lead author of the study, 
Aparna Kulkarni. ”Babies born to mothers with 
diabetes are sometimes bigger, especially if the 
diabetes is uncontrolled, and the placenta is larger. 
There is data to suggest that some other organs such 
as the pancreas and the kidneys in the foetus might 
be affected,” she added.

Kulkarni’s previous research identified sub-
clinical changes in the heart muscle of foetuses of 
mothers with diabetes. In the current study she 
investigated whether these foetuses had changes in 
blood circulation. The study included 14 foetuses 
of mothers with type 1 or 2 diabetes and 16 foe-
tuses of mothers without diabetes (control group). 
Nine of the diabetic mothers used insulin, three 
took oral medications, and two used diet alone to 
control their glucose levels.

The researchers used foetal Doppler echocar-
diography to measure blood flow to the brain, the 
left and right outflow tracts of the heart, the aorta 
and the placenta. The data was plugged into a com-
puterised model, developed by Patricia Garcia-
Canadilla that mimics the foetal circulation.

This research found that compared to foetuses 
in the control group, in foetuses of diabetic mothers 
more blood flowed to the placenta and was diverted 
away from the brain. Specifically, foetuses of dia-
betic mothers had lower placental resistance and 
compliance, lower blood flow to the arteries in the 
brain (measured from the cerebral artery radius), 
a reduced proportion of blood flow to the brain than 
the placenta and a lower cardiac output.

Kulkarni said: “The computational model equiv-
alent of the foetal circulation is an electrical circuit 
where there are resistances and compliances. It is 
easier for blood to flow to the placenta, and harder 
for blood to flow to the brain. The placenta in foe-
tuses of diabetic mothers have changes in their blood 
vessels and are known to be large; therefore likely 
receive more blood supply. But she added that the 
lower proportion of blood supplying the brain is an 
interesting finding and could have bigger implica-
tions. The placenta gets taken away after a baby is 
born so it’s no longer a part of the circulation,” she 
said.

“But it’s possible that the reduced circulation to 
the brain in utero could affect the baby through life. 
We don’t know enough about why this redistribution 
of blood flow occurs or the implications it might 
have. More research is needed to find out if this has 
any long-term impact on the health of the baby and 
whether anything can be done to prevent it,” she 
concluded.

KNEE JOINTS
ACTUALLY BENEFIT 
FROM RUNNING

According to a study, running actually reduces 
inflammation in knee joints and slows the process 
that leads to osteoarthritis, contrary to popular 
perception.

“This idea that long-distance running is bad for 
your knees might be a myth,” said study co-author 
Matt Seeley, Associate Professor of exercise science 
at Brigham Young University in Utah, US.

In the study published in the European Journal 
of Applied Physiology, the researchers measured 
inflammation markers in the knee joint fluid of 
several healthy men and women aged 18-35, both 
before and after running. The researchers found 
that the specific markers they were looking for in 
the extracted synovial fluid -- two cytokines named 
GM-CSF and IL-15 -- decreased in concentration 
in the participants after 30 minutes of running.

When the same fluids were extracted before and 
after a non-running condition, the inflammation 
markers stayed at similar levels.

5 KITCHEN STAPLES THAT CAN HELP YOU 
KEEP DANDRUFF AT BAY IN WINTER

Winter does bring with it hair 
woes, the most daunting being 
dandruff, that just refuses to go 
away. However, you need not look 
beyond your kitchen for an effec-
tive remedy to this problem.

Use aloe vera gel or a home-
made pack of neem for instant 
results, says an expert.

Nivedita Dadu, dermatologist 
from Skinology Skin and Hair 
Clinic, shares a few hacks that 
can help you keep our hair dan-
druff free in winter.

* Aloe vera gel
Aloe vera gel is effective in 

keeping dandruff at bay. Apart 
from anti-fungal properties, which 
help in soothing the scalp and 
keep itching at bay, aloe vera gel 
also has several benefits for your 
skin and health. Take five table-
spoon aloe vera gel and simply 
massage it on your scalp and let 
it stay for 30 minutes. Wash with 

plain water or mild shampoo.
* Baking soda
Try baking soda as it can help 

you get rid of dandruff. It is alkaline 
in nature and helps eliminate dead 
skin cells by acting as a mild exfo-
liant. Take two tablespoons baking 
soda, add a few drops of water to 
make it a paste, apply it on your 
scalp and massage it for a few min-
utes then rinse your hair with plain 

water or shampoo.
* Neem pack
Try a home-made pack of neem. 

Take one-fourth cup neem juice, 
coconut milk and beetroot juice 
and one tablespoon coconut oil. 
Mix all the ingredients together 
and massage the pack into the scalp. 
Wash it after 20 minutes with a 
herbal shampoo and conditioner.

* Coconut oil and lemon

Coconut oil and lemon is the 
best, tried-and-tested remedy to 
tackle dandruff and it smells nice 
too. Before showering, massage 
3-5 tablespoons of coconut oil 
and lemon juice into your scalp 
and let it sit for about an hour. 
Shampoo normally.

* Fenugreek
Fenugreek or methi seed is 

also beneficial in reducing the 
occurrence of dandruff. It has 
anti-bacterial and anti-fungal 
properties which help banish the 
white flakes. Take two tablespoons 
of fenugreek seeds, one cup water 
and one cup apple cider vinegar.

Soak methi seeds in water over-
night. Grind them into a paste in 
the morning. Add apple cider vin-
egar to the paste and apply on your 
scalp. Leave it for 30 minutes and 
then wash off with mild shampoo. 
You will see the difference in reduc-
tion of dandruff after washing.

WHAT IS YOGA NIDRA AND WHY YOU NEED TO 
INCORPORATE IT IN YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE

With yoga more popular than ever 
and with mindfulness a focus for many, 
it makes sense that yoga nidra, a prac-
tice in which yogis use the savasana 
relaxation stage to practice a guided 
meditation, would be enjoying a boost 
in popularity.

Here, a look at this traditional yoga 
style and how and why you should in-
corporate it into your practice.

Sometimes called yogic sleep, yoga 
nidra is defined by yoga master Anan-
dmurti Gurumaa as “a kind of deep 
sleep in which you don’t lose conscious-
ness.” Devotees of the practice believe 
that during yoga nidra the body is al-
lowed to go into a more restorative and 
healing state as brain waves switch 
from beta to alpha, and the mind is 
able to reach a new level of tranquility 

as it switches from activity to medita-
tion.

As well as creating a more restorative 
state of relaxation, Gurumaa also ex-
plains that yoga nidra can relieve stress, 

frustration and insomnia as well as 
muscular, emotional and mental ten-
sions. In short, in can help us all deal 
better with the stress of modern life.

The best way to do yoga nidra is 

lying down in savasana, also known as 
corpse pose, to allow for a moment, or 
longer, of pause and relaxation. During 
yoga nidra a blanket can also be used 
for warmth, as well as a bolster under 

your knees and a pillow propping your 
head.

Yoga nidra teachers will use spe-
cific instructions to guide students 
through relaxation and help to induce 
this state in the body, and some asanas 
(poses), pranayama (breathing), chant-
ing and meditation may also be in-
cluded.

For those wanting to try the practice, 
class offerings are currently growing 
across the United States, Europe and 
Asia thanks to the newfound demand 
for this more peaceful style of yoga.

Gurumaa also offers a variety of 
products on her website for those who 
would like to try the meditative practice 
at home. Online yoga site YogaGlo also 
offers classes to help you set up a home 
practice to take you through next year.

Don’t eat undercooked 
chicken, it could have 
bacteria that can 
paralyse you

Experts say that if chicken is not cooked 
to the proper minimum internal temperature, 
bacteria can still exist.

A common bacterium found in improp-
erly cooked chicken can cause Guillain-Barre 
Syndrome - the leading cause of acute neu-
romuscular paralysis in humans, research-
ers have found for the first time.

The research not only demonstrates how 
this food-borne bacterium known as Cam-
pylobacter jejuni triggers Guillain-Barre 
Syndrome (GBS), but offers new information 
for a cure. If chicken is not cooked to the 
proper minimum internal temperature, bac-
teria can still exist.

“What our work has told us is that it 
takes a certain genetic makeup combined 
with a certain Campylobacter strain to 
cause this disease,” said Linda Mansfield 
from Michigan State University (MSU) 
College of Veterinary Medicine in the US. 
“The concerning thing is that many of these 
strains are resistant to antibiotics and our 
work shows that treatment with some an-
tibiotics could actually make the disease 
worse,” said Mansfield.

GBS is the world’s leading cause of acute 
neuromuscular paralysis in humans and 
despite much speculation, the exact mecha-
nisms of how this autoimmune disease de-
velops have been widely unknown, research-
ers said. “We have successfully produced 
three preclinical models of GBS that repre-
sent two different forms of the syndrome 
seen in humans,” Mansfield said.

“Our models now provide a unique op-
portunity to understand how your personal 
genetic type may make you more susceptible 
to certain forms of GBS,” she said. Another 
area of concern more recently among scien-
tists is related to an increase of the disease 
due to the Zika virus.

Mansfield said there are many other 
bacteria and viruses associated with GBS 
and her models and data could be useful 
in studying these suspected causes, as well 
as finding better treatment and prevention 
options.

Paralysis can spread to the upper body 
and arms, and even a respirator may be 
needed for breathing, say experts.
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Spartan Poker creates ripples again ingenious campaign for IOPC 2018
MUMBAI: Those who have 

visited Goa or Bangalore in the 
past two weeks must've seen a 
hipster Babaji on Pop-artsy hoard-
ings strewn across the city with 
Babaji asking provocative questions 
like "Still think Praying will make 
you win?" followed by #Babaji-
RaiseTheBar.

But what is a hipster Babaji 
doing on a poker company's ad-
vertisement?

For fans of poker and profes-
sional players in India, The India 

Online Poker Championship, pre-
sented by The Spartan Poker is 
the most awaited online tournament 
series that happens twice a year. 
The last edition held in August 
saw more than 10,500 registrants 
who competed in various tourna-
ments for a cumulated pay-out of 
over Rs. 3 Crore in ten days of the 
tournament series.

The Spartan Poker, sticking to 
its tradition of 'Raising the Bar' 
each time has decided to give away 
over Rs. 6 Crore in pay-outs in the 

upcoming edition, starting on 
January 12. In its effort to get the 
word across, the leading poker 
brand is betting on an ingenious 
campaign for this edition after the 
August edition's successful #Ab-
KiBaarRaiseTheBar campaign.

Indians are superstitious and 
believers of luck by nature. Their 
belief in luck and superstition is 
stronger when it comes to anything 
that has to do with money and 
betting. Poker is hence still con-
sidered a luck game and is clubbed 

alongside other skill-less card 
games.The most impressive motif 
that most Indians associate with 
poker is the James Bond-like tux 
and chic look. It's a far away shot 
for most Indians in terms of rela-
tivity and hence binds the sport 
in a cloud of elitism.

But poker is very much a strat-
egy and skill game. The #Babaji-
RaiseTheBar campaign seeks to 
bridge the gap by breaking the 
shackles that bind this game to 
luck and superstition.

At a time, when India is brew-
ing with news about Fake Babajis 
and self-styled Godmen, who have 
millions of followers who believe 
that these fake Babajis are the 
answer to every problem in life, 
Mastermind Branding and Ad-
vertising LLP, the Mumbai agen-
cy ideating it along with The Spar-
tan Poker, aim to gradually pres-
ent Babaji as Luck personified, 
and break the myth by promoting 
skills and strategy over luck, that 
is, Babaji in this case.

"The #BabajiRaiseTheBar 
campaign is about disrupting the 
imagery of Poker most Indians 
hold true, and present them with 
the truth - that Poker is a game of 
skills and strategy by making the 
whole communication quite un-
likely of any Poker company in the 
market. It fits right in with our 
previous successful marketing 
campaigns in recent times, where 
we have only promoted Poker as 
a skill-enhancing sport," said Amin 
Rozani, Co-founder and MD of 

The Spartan Poker.
The #BabajiRaiseTheBar cam-

paign is also garnering massive 
engagement and traction on the 
social media pages of India Online 
Poker Championship which is 
promoting the event. Follow the 
India Poker Championship on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
to get a glimpse of Babaji being 
challenged by Skills.

The India Online Poker Cham-
pionship is all set to begin on the 
January 12, 2018.

Any wrongdoing should be punished, be it banks 
or businessmen: SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar

MUMBAI: Banks are improv-
ing their risk assessment systems 
with lessons learned from failed 
projects that they have financed, 
while the bankruptcy reforms have 
made them more confident in tak-
ing lending decisions, said Rajnish 
Kumar, chairman of the country’s 
largest lender, State Bank of India 
(SBI). In an interview, Kumar said 
that concerns of political pressure 
on state-run lenders in making 
lending decisions are overplayed. 
He said that bad debts choking 
India’s banking system are most-
ly because of assumptions about 
economic growth that have gone 
wrong.Kumar, who took the reins 
of SBI in October, spoke about the 
bank’s future growth strategy and 
key challenges confronting the 
banking sector. Edited excerpts 
from an interview:

How equipped is SBI and the 
traditional banking system in In-
dia to take on the disruption caused 

by new age financial technology 
companies?SBI is very well 
equipped. If you see our journey 
in the last couple of years, espe-
cially digital and technology, we 
have taken the lead. The entire 
programme of digital, technology 
and innovation in SBI revolves 
around four things: customer ex-
perience, cost efficiencies, supe-
rior risk management and em-
ployee satisfaction.As you embrace 
new technology, how are you 
tackling the threat of cyberattacks?

For dealing with cyber secu-
rity, awareness is essential. So 
there are programmes to make 
every employee aware of the threat. 
There is need for investment and 
a proactive approach for dealing 
with this menace. There are many 
instances of breaches – last year’s 
WannaCry is one such incident 
– and it is a constant battle. You 
fortify, but still there will always 
be someone trying to breach it.

There are systematic measures 
that organizations need to take. 
We have taken all those measures 
and there are periodic reviews. 
These reviews are by the top man-
agement and by specialists.

How is SBI dealing with the 
decline in private investments in 
the economy?

We have the largest customer 
base from the most underprivileged 
segment to the highly privileged. 
Each segment has different needs. 
Fintech firms and start-ups are 
mostly in the payments space or 
are in small lending category. When 
it comes to the payments segment, 
SBI is the market leader with a 
30% share, be it BHIM (a payment 
application), wallets or RTGS (quick 
online fund transfer system). We 
are very well entrenched in every 
segment and we are constantly 
upgrading. We are eager to tie up 
with new age companies as indi-
cated by our partnerships with 

Snapdeal or Ola. One has to be 
proactive and learn new things.

We are in talks with many 
startups in financial technology 
sector where we are open to fol-
lowing a partnership model. If 
someone has invested time, mon-
ey and brain power and if the op-
portunity is suitable, we have no 
hesitation in joining hands.

Are you seeing a revival in 
demand for credit from the private 

sector?There is recovery and it 
differs from sector to sector. But 
there is recovery in certain sectors 
such as roads, renewable energy. 
I’m also very hopeful about rail-
ways, which needs huge investment 
and it has a multiplier effect. 
Policies in railways are also now 
very enabling. When investment 
happens in railways, apart from 
convenience to commuters, there 
will be need for engineering proj-

ects and that will help SMEs, there 
will also be job creation.Even in-
crease in construction of roads 
and infrastructure projects leads 
to job creation. One sector that is 
seeing investor interest is steel. 
The capacity for steel production 
and demand has matched. As eco-
nomic growth gains further mo-
mentum, it is only natural that the 
sector grows further.There have 
been allegations that there is po-
litical pressure to lend to certain 
businessmen and that has in the 
past led to bad loans.

This issue about political pres-
sure on lending decisions is over-
played. When credit is given there 
are certain processes and assump-
tions about a business. These as-
sumptions could go wrong if eco-
nomic conditions change. But any 
wrongdoing should be punished, 
be it banks, businessmen or those 
exerting outside pressure. The law 
should be allowed to take its own 

course. Banks are improving their 
risk assessment systems based on 
past experience.

Do you think the latest chang-
es in the bankruptcy code debarr-
ing errant promoters from propos-
ing revival schemes will reduce 
the number of parties bidding for 
such companies?

Bankruptcy code is a new sys-
tem. It is a big reform and we have 
to make it a success. I believe there 
is a lot of investor interest in the 
assets that are undergoing insol-
vency proceedings. One has to see 
that there is a value in the enterprise.

What are the changes that you 
are bringing in the way business 
is done by SBI?

Each one in the bank is respon-
sible to ensure that we provide the 
best service to customers. In ad-
dition to investing in technology, 
we are also imparting training to 
staff in providing better services 
to customers.

Fewer GST slabs possible in future, says CEA Arvind Subramanian
NEW DELHI: Chief economic 

adviser (CEA) Arvind Subrama-
nian on Friday said going forward 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
may “probably” have fewer rates by 
“collapsing” 12 per cent and 18 per 
cent tax slabs into one.

He said the new tax regime, 
rolled out from July 1, will stabilise 
in the next six to nine months and 
become a “model” for other 
countries.“I am confident that over 
the next six to nine months the 
system will stabilise. It will also be 
a model for other countries to 
emulate...

“Then over time, the 12 per cent 
and 18 per cent rate can probably 
be collapsed into one rate. So over 
time we will see fewer rates. We 
would not ever have one rate because 
that is too difficult to achieve,” he 
said.The CEA was delivering a lec-
ture at the ICFAI Institute of Higher 
Learning here. Admitting there were 
some technical glitches in the filing 
systems under the regime, he said 
the new system is a bit “complicated” 
as states have different IT systems 
and these issues are being addressed 
by the GST Council.

Subramanian described the GST 

implementation as a “transforma-
tional fiscal reform” that the coun-
try had not seen in the past.

“The Centre and every state has 
its own tax officials and own IT 
system. I can’t tell you how com-
plicated the system is. So the fact 
is the transitional glitches, I think, 
is not surprising. Perhaps I think 
we could have done better.

“But the most important thing 
for the GST Council is to decide all 
these things and take corrective 
action,” he said when asked about 
technical glitches the taxpayers 
were facing.

Mahindra To Launch 2 New 
Electric Cars By 2019

MUMBAI: Mahindra is the only com-
pany in India currently to manufacture 
electric cars and though the sales might not 
be great, the company has been sticking it 
out and making it work. Currently the sale 
of the company reflects that we Indians are 
in no hurry to buy electric cars. I said that, 
because in the first 7 months of the current 
financial year, Mahindra has managed to 
sell 600 odd electric cars and that's quite 
good considering that the company manu-
factures 100 of them every month. But the 
demand is about to go up and Mahindra 
wants to be the first one in that segment to 
offer as many choices as it possibly can, 
which is why it announced that there'll be 
two electric vehicles that will be launched 
in India by 2019. Dr. Pawan Goenka, Man-
aging Director, Mahindra & Mahindra said, 
"Our first new electric car will come by 2018 
and the second one will be launched by the 

end of 2019 and we are very excited for both."
He went on to state that the two cars will 

be based on current models but did not give 
out any more details on this front. How-
ever, we got to know that the company will 
be investing up to  600 crore spread across 
three years to build these cars. We expect 
both the cars to be exported from India but 
this clearly is a step in the right direction. This 
will of course mean that the company will 
ramp up production too at its plant in Benga-
luru. Currently, the company manufactures 
100 EVs a day and production capacity will 
be ramped up to 1,000 cars per month in the 
next six months and Mahindra has plans to 
further push the production mark to 5,000 
units by 2019. While it's too early to say 
which cars will get the electric drive, the 
KUV100 is a likely candidate. We might get 
a glimpse of the company's plan at the 2018 
Auto Expo and we wait to know more.

Real Estate Under GST Ambit 
Not That Easy, Says Sushil Modi

KOLKATA: Bihar Deputy Chief Minister 
and GST Council member Sushil Kumar 
Modi has said that the inclusion of real es-
tate in Goods and Services Tax (GST) would 
take "much longer time" as it is "not that 
easy".He, however, added that GST Council 
is slated to discuss the issue in its next 
meeting."It is upto the GST Council to decide. 
But I think it will take much longer time and 
it is not that easy. Let other things stabilise 
in the GST, then petroleum products and 
real estate," he said at a media conclave.

Sushil Modi, who is also Bihar's Finance 
Minister, said the GST Council would discuss 
about the real estate issues in the next meet-
ing.In real estate, state levies such as stamp 
duty, registration charges, and property tax, 
which is a municipal levy, are currently out-
side the ambit of GST.

IANS quoted Sushil Modi as saying that 
every state finance minister is concerned to 
protect state revenue and the Centre has 
assured protection up to 14 per cent of rev-
enue.After the GST Council's Guwahati 
meeting, in which the GST rates of 178 items 
were reduced from 28%, the GST is stabilis-
ing, Modi said.Refuting the argument that 

the decision of pruning the number of items 
from higher bracket was taken in view of 
the Gujarat Assembly elections, he said: 
"Around 88 per cent of small businesses in 
Bihar fall below Rs 1.5 crore (annual turn-
over). It is not the case for Gujarat."

"In the earlier regime, small businesses 
with less than Rs 1.5 crore (annual turnover) 
were exempted from excise duty. Most of 
the small businesses were below less than 
Rs 1.5 crore cap. Now, all of them came to 
net of GST."On the hardships that the busi-
nesses have been facing in filing GST returns, 
he said, it would take some time to settle in 
the new indirect tax regime. "Earlier in the 
VAT (Value Added Tax) system, 40 per cent 
was online based and the rest was done man-
ually. The GST is end-to-end automation.”In 
terms of compliance, the system would be 
simplified and in the coming two-three months, 
the GST compliance system would be less 
complicated and it would be easier for small 
businesses, he said.The issues related to 
GST rates on items have been resolved by 
more than 80 per cent and very few issues 
are yet to be resolved regarding the tax rates, 
he added.

India’s cotton exports 
to drop sharply

WARDHA: India is likely to export nearly one-fifth 
less cotton than previously estimated as pink bollworms 
are set to eat into the south Asian country’s output 
which was expected to hit a record, industry officials 
told Reuters on Thursday.

Lower exports from the world’s biggest producer 
will help its rivals like the US, Brazil and Australia to 
raise their exports to Asian buyers like Pakistan, 
China and Bangladesh.

“This year exportable surplus will be around 6 mil-
lion bales. Production estimates are revised down due 
to the pest attack,” said Nayan Mirani, a partner at 
Khimji Visram & Sons, a leading cotton exporter.

Earlier, industry officials were estimating exports 
of 7.5 million bales of 150 kg each.

A 19 per cent jump in the area planted for cotton 
prompted industry officials to estimate record produc-
tion of 40 million bales in the 2017-18 season starting 
on Oct 1.But farmers found that as harvesting started 
fields were infested with pink bollworms which con-
sume the cotton fibre and seeds inside the boll, or fruit, 
of the plant. The problem was especially widespread 
in the western Indian state of Maharashtra, the coun-
try’s biggest cotton grower.

“In many regions the pest attack was severe. We 
now think production would be around 37.5 million 
bales,” said Chirag Patel, chief executive at Jaydeep 
Cotton Fibres Pvt Ltd.

The bollworm infestation has occurred even as In-
dian farmers have adopted genetically-modified seeds 
known as Bt cotton that are resistant to the pest. The 
government approved the seed in 2006.

The technology transformed India into the world’s 
second-largest exporter of the fibre. However, pink 
bollworms are now developing resistance to the tech-
nology, said V. N. Waghmare, director of Central Insti-
tute for Cotton Research.

“I was expecting to harvest five tonnes of cotton as 
the crop grew vigorously. But the bolls didn’t open as 
almost every boll is infested with pink bollworms,” 
said farmer Pandurang Kale as he split a cotton boll to 
show a pink bollworm that had eaten the fibre.

Kale spent more than 150,000 rupees ($2,300) on his 
cotton crop, but pink bollworms ensured he did not 
harvest a single kilo of cotton from his 5-acre (2 hectare) 
field, despite using Bt seeds.
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Murali Vijay scores 10th Test 
ton, puts India on top against 

Sri Lanka in Nagpur
NAGPUR: Murali Vijay completed a superb 

hundred, the 10th of his career, to put India 
in the driver’s seat in the second Test against 
Sri Lanka being played at the Vidarbha Crick-
et Association Stadium in Nagpur on Saturday. 
The feature of his beautifully crafted innings 
was the driving on the off-side as he caressed 
the Sri Lankan pacers to the boundary ropes 
whenever they pitched in his scoring zone. His 
innings was studded with nine fours and one 
six. The only six came against left-arm spinner 
Rangana Herath, stepping out and lofting him 
over long-off. He reached the landmark with 
a single off the 187th ball he faced.

Thanks to this brilliant innings, Murali 
Vijay now has the third highest number of Test 
centuries for any Indian opener - after Sunil 

Gavaskar and Virender Sehwag.
Sri Lanka had two chances against Vijay 

but failed to take them. First, on 19 runs, 
Sadeera Samarawickrama couldn’t latch on 
to a sharp catch at short-leg off left-arm 
spinner Rangana Herath’s bowling, he missed 
the run-out attempt too. Later, at 61, Dilru-
wan Perera positioned at the short mid-on 
position for the uppish drive, dropped Vijay 
off pacer Lahiru Gamage.

Coming into the game, the India opener 
was under some pressure because he had been 
overlooked in favour of Shikhar Dhawan for 
the first Test. However, playing at the stadium 
where he had made his debut in 2008, against 
Australia, Vijay proved he can switch it on 
whenever he is fit to play. Considering all con-

ditions, Vijay has been India’s most consistent 
opener for the last couple of seasons. 

He has proved himself in the challenging 
conditions of South Africa, England and Aus-
tralia, getting runs in each of these places 
when India last played there.

Vijay has been plagued by injuries though 
and had been out after the home series against 
Australia, in March. With his return to form, 
it will be a welcome headache for the India 
captain. Virat Kohli now has to choose whom 
to drop once Shikhar Dhawan returns for the 
third Test match.

However, when it comes to the tour of South 
Africa, Vijay will be the frontrunner to face 
the new ball because of his experience of play-
ing in those conditions.

Davis Cup final: 
Anything is possible 
now, says Belgian hero 
David Goffin

FRANCE: Belgium’s chances of claiming a 
maiden Davis Cup title against hosts France re-
mained intact after Friday’s opening singles, in 
which David Goffin made a huge impression, 
were tied 1-1.

The world number seven crushed local favou-
rite Lucas Pouille 7-5, 6-3, 6-1 to take the first 
point before French number one Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga demolished Steve Darcis 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.

France picked Richard Gasquet and Pierre-
Hugues Herbert while Belgium chose Ruben Be-
melmans and Joris De Loore for Saturday’s dou-
bles but team captains can change their line-up 
up to one hour before the match. And Goffin, who 
wasted little energy against Pouille, could well be 
considered by captain Johan Van Herck.

“Anything is possible. Honestly, everything 
can change. We have a lot of possible pairings,” 
Goffin told a news conference.

“What’s great is that I haven’t used much en-
ergy. In three sets, it went quite fast.”

Van Herck said: “He made a good impression 
today, of course it’s an option.” On the French 
side, Tsonga, who also looked in ominous form, 
could play the doubles alongside Gasquet as cap-
tain Yannick Noah could be tempted to drop Her-
bert as the pair have never played together.

“That is something that we will decide be-
tween us tonight,” said Noah. Goffin, high on 
confidence since finishing runner-up at last 
weekend’s ATP Finals, played the key points bet-
ter at the end of the first set and never looked 
back. He did not face a single break point on the 
indoor hardcourt.

Emotions ran high early on as doubles spe-
cialist Julien Benneteau, who was surprisingly 
dropped from France’s starting line-up on Thurs-
day, burst into tears when the players were intro-
duced to the 28,500 crowd at the Pierre Mauroy 
stadium. Although Belgian fans were outnum-
bered in the stands, they were the most vocal.

Pouille had won his previous three encounters 
with Goffin, all played last year, but the Belgian 
was the more confident and composed player.

After resisting well in the opening set, relying 
on his whipping forehand, Pouille lost his aggres-
siveness and Goffin took full advantage.

World number 15 Tsonga, however, equalised 
with a ruthless display against Darcis.

The Frenchman wasted several break chances 
early on but once he found his stride, there was 
no hope for Darcis, the world number 76, who 
was overwhelmed.

Nine-time champions France have not won 
the Davis Cup since 2001, losing three finals 
since then, while Belgium, runners-up in 2015, 
have never claimed the title.

Ashes 2017-18: Nathan Lyon not sorry for 
controversial ’out to end careers’ jibe

SDYNEY: Nathan Lyon refused 
to retract his controversial pre-
Ashes comments after playing his 
part in an England collapse on Day 
two of a finely poised first Test at 
the Gabba. Lyon claimed Australia 
are out to “end careers” in their 
quest to regain the urn and sug-
gested former England wicket-
keeper Matt Prior wanted to go 
home during the last Ashes tour 

as he was “scared”.Lyon claimed 
there was a reason for his outspo-
ken approach before a ball had been 
bowled.“Well, I took a lot of pres-
sure off Tim Paine and Cameron 
Bancroft, so I thought you guys 
[the media] were a little bit smart-
er than that,” Lyon said.

“It is what it is. I’m not going 
to stand back from what I said.”

Asked if his comments about 

Prior were unkind, he replied: “Let’s 
go, next question.”

Lyon generated plenty of turn 
in the first two days and believes 
he is bowling better than ever.

“My confidence has grown a 
large amount over the last 14 
months,” he said. “I’ve worked hard 
in the nets with John Davison and 
I’ve really nailed down my consis-
tency and knowing my game inside 

out, and knowing what works re-
ally well for me.“The comments 
that I said before the match, it has 
nothing to do with the way I’m 
bowling now. It’s a team game. I 
know my role in the Australian 
cricket team.

“I know I’m a leader, I know 
I’m one of the most experienced 
guys in that change room. If I can 
go out there and share my experi-

ence with the younger guys, then 
hopefully we can put Australian 
cricket in a good place.“I’m very 
confident with where my bowling 
is at, at the moment. 

I feel like I’m bowling very well. 
The way it’s coming out of my hand, 
it’s probably coming out the best 
it’s ever come out. I know my role 
and I’m looking forward to the rest 
of this series.”

Sydney Thunder 
sign Jos Buttler for 
forthcoming BBL 

season
SDYNEY: England keeper-batsman 

Jos Buttler has been signed up by Sydney 
Thunder for the forthcoming seventh sea-
son of the Big Bash League. The 27-year-
old joins Callum Ferguson and New Zea-
land's Mitchell McClenaghan as the side's 
new recruits for the season.

Buttler, a dynamic T20 batsman ca-
pable of scoring all around the ground, 
will be available for the first six games of 
Thunder's season before he joins the na-
tional side for England's limited-overs 
assignment against Australia. The Eng-
lishman was excited by the prospect of 
interacting with Australia great Michael 
Hussey, who is currently serving as Direc-
tor of Cricket at the club."I'm delighted to 
be part of Thunder and get stuck in, Mike 
Hussey is someone I've really admired 
and I'm really excited to meet him," But-
tler said. "Eoin Morgan is a good friend, 
he had two seasons with the club and he 
spoke really highly of everyone and said 
I'd have a brilliant time. I'm excited to get 
stuck in and make some friendships. One 
of the great things about these tourna-
ments is meeting new players and learn-
ing from guys and creating friendships 
all over the world."The England interna-
tional, who played five BBL games for the 
Melbourne Renegades in the third season, 
is eager to get reacquainted with the Aus-
tralian fans. "I'm really excited. I've played 
in the BBL once before, ahead of England's 
last ODI tour to Australia," said Buttler. I've 
watched the competition go from strength 
to strength to become one of the best com-
petitions in the world. The crowds are fan-
tastic and there's a big family emphasis which 
creates a great atmosphere."The decision 
to sign Buttler despite his partial availabil-
ity stemmed from his ability to create impact 
from anywhere in the batting order. Despite 
being a middle-order batsman, Buttler en-
joyed success batting at the top for Mumbai 
Indians in IPL 2017. It is this kind of flex-
ibility that makes Buttler a hot-property 
in the T20 market, according to Hussey.

Smith puts on batting masterclass as Australia edge ahead
SDYNEY: A resilient England 

were admirable for two-and-a-half 
days but Steve Smith, the inspi-
rational Australian captain, has 
seemingly crushed their spirit 
after a masterclass century to 
propel his team into the ascen-
dancy of the first Ashes Test in 
Brisbane on Saturday (November 
25).With the Test evenly poised 
heading into day three, a Smith 
compiled an unbeaten 141 from 
326 balls and gained important 
lower-order support to help Aus-
tralia rally to a first innings of 328 
and handy lead of 26 runs.

In response, a besieged England 
reached stumps at a wobbly 33/2, 
a lead of just seven runs. Opener 
Mark Stoneman is 18 not out and 
captain Joe Root unbeaten on 5. 
Opener Alastair Cook (7) fell in 
the fourth over after hooking 
straight to Mitchell Starc, who 
completed an athletic take near 
the boundary. It was a well-di-
rected bouncer from a determined 
Josh Hazlewood (2 for 11) and 
ensured a double failure for the 
out-of-form Cook.Hazlewood, who 
struggled in the first innings, con-
jured a dangerous concoction of 
bounce and pace - a combination 
in-form James Vince (2) couldn't 
handle as England slumped 2 for 
17. Sensing a golden opportunity, 

Australia's star-studded attack 
roared in with Starc hitting Root 
on the helmet with a brutal bounc-
er during a hostile barrage for 
England's batsmen before stumps.

The Test has suddenly changed 
course and Australia are in the 
driver's seat through Smith's 
singlemindedness. In his latest 
wonder knock, the 28-year-old 
exuded patience and thwarted 
England's best attempts at drying 
the runs. The peerless batsman 
shelved the cover drive for much 
of the innings but, ironically, he 
pulled out the flamboyant stroke 
to smash a boundary and reach 
the 21st century of his already 
remarkable career.

Smith thumped his Australian 
crest in an emotional celebration 
to his teammates after a somewhat 
wobbly start to the series for the 
favourites. With the wheels slow-

ly falling off after an early stran-
glehold, England's woes deepened 
with fears of a side strain injury 
to spearhead James Anderson, 
who did bowl in the final session.

Resuming on 64 not out, Smith 
overcame a targeted short-pitched 
bowling onslaught from the Eng-
land quicks in an absorbing first 
session filled with endless mind 
games. Smith only scored 17 runs 
from 66 balls in the session but 
importantly provided the stabil-
ity after an early stutter for the 
hosts, who were in strife at 209/7.

After such a sterling partner-
ship late on day two, hopes were 
high for Smith and Shaun Marsh 
to build a potential match-winning 
partnership. However, shortly 
after reaching a hard-fought half-
century in his latest Test comeback, 
Marsh (51) - continuing a trend 
throughout his stuttering career 

- failed to go on with the business. 
Deceived by a cunning Broad slow 
leg-cutter, Marsh tamely spooned 
the ball to mid-off ending the rear-
guard 99-run partnership.

Runs were once again hard to 
muster with a prepared England 
sticking to their diligent plans. 
Workhorses Stuart Broad (3 for 
49) and Anderson (2 for 50) relent-
lessly bowled accurately, stifling 
the normally freewheeling Aus-
tralian batsmen.Root, perhaps 
taking a page out of Australia's 
beloved mantra, introduced a left-
field strategy and reverted to a 
bouncer barrage in a desperate 
bid to rattle the imperious Smith.

England quick Chris Woakes 
took the responsibly of being the 
enforcer and repeatedly bowled 
short at around 140kmh, as Root 
changed up the field almost every 
delivery. In a bizarre sight, there 
were often no slips as Root loaded 
up the catchers on the leg-side.

Despite Root's trickery and 
attempts at mind games, Smith 
continued to stonewall but he was 
- not for the first time - running 
out of support with England strik-
ing twice with the new ball before 
lunch.Tim Paine, in his first Test 
innings for seven years, took 11 
balls to get off the mark but his 
dreams of a fairytale comeback 

were dashed when he nicked An-
derson's fourth ball with the new 
ball.The pitch, although slow, was 
certainly no minefield and favoured 
those willing to grind away and 
exude patience. Once set, batsmen 
- while never feeling totally com-
fortable - were hard to dislodge 
as England painfully found out 
trying to prise out determined 
No.9 Pat Cummins.Cummins, an 
extremely capable lower-order 
batsman, dug in to provide much 
needed support for Smith before 
expanding once set, most notably 
when he clubbed Moeen Ali's off-
spin over long on for a huge six.
The partnership frustrated and 
stymied England's confidence 
during a lacklustre second session 
for the tourists. Smith and Cum-
mins batted for almost the en-
tirety of the second session before 
the struggling Woakes provided 
the much needed breakthrough 
by claiming the scalp of Cummins 
(42 from 120 balls). It ended a 
match-turning partnership of 66 
just when Australia were on the 
brink.Smith later combined with 
Nathan Lyon in an invaluable 30-
run last wicket stand to edge Aus-
tralia ahead. Once again, Smith 
has changed the course of a Test 
match and one fancies it won't be 
the only time this summer.

Sports Ministry to map 
sports data, put it on 

mobile app
NEW DELHI: Sports and Youth Affairs Ministry will soon 

map the entire country for sports facilities, and upload the data 
on a mobile app for the use of the people.

Taking the idea of Digital India a step further, Union Min-
ister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore said the app would be designed 
to let the children and their parents know 'where to play, how 
to play' at the same time."We shall soon be mapping all sports 
facilities across the country, and load the data up on a mobile 
app which people can use to locate where they want to play. 
Moreover, we shall also add tutorials on how to play several 
sports. To begin with, we will cover 15 sporting activities, which 
will be expanded later. Animated videos will also be made 
available on the app to detail the skills employed in playing 
various sports," said Rathore.It also recommended fixing a 
reserved sport quota in government jobs. "So far the provision 
of reservation in government jobs is up to five per cent. The 
operative part becomes the 'up to'; quota actually filled is invari-
ably less than that figure. Now, I have recommended that what-
ever figure is decided — five or less — must be 'fixed'," the 
minister said.He also said that to ensure transparency in the 
matter, if quota is not filled one year, it should be rolled over to 
the next year. He also recommended the selection process to take 
place through the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). "I 
believe that at present around 1,000 sports persons can get a job 
straightaway," Rathore said.The minister also said that the Centre 
had approved a revamped 'Khelo India' scheme under which 1,000 
worthy candidates would be selected for receiving an annual 
scholarship of Rs5lakh for eight years and would promote 20 
varsities to become centres of excellence in sports.


