@ CM K
3®YEAROF PUBLICATION  &2. www.timeandus.com

STATE|3

DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS;
GOVERNMENT'S PRIME CONCERN: ZULFKA

INTERSTATE |5

& 3§ www.facebook.com/TimeandUs

CONGRESS HATES GUJARAT, POOR AND ME,
SAYS PMMODI

THURSDAY

NOVEMBER, 30, 2017

11 RABI-AL-AWAL 1439 AH

® ’

. - -
DAILY S ISSUE:

e VOLUME: 03

e PAGES: 08

SRINAGAR, KASHMIR AND US

ISSUE: 280

BUSINESS | 7

timeandusl11@gmail.com

MEN NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT WOMEN ARE
THEIR EQUALS, SAYS CHERIE BLAIR AT GES

@ timeandus | 4 @timeandus

WEATHER TEMPERATURE @A @2 > @& @

STATION

MAX TEMPERATURE | MIN TEMPERATURE

SUNSET THURSDAY: |
05:23 PM

SUNRISE FRIDAY:

07:19 AM

s Jwo |

X O EY
karan 78 a0 |

RNINO: JKENG/2015/62397 @ PRICE RS.3/- (AIR SURCHARGE FOR DELHI, JAMMU & LADAKH 50/- PAISA)

SPORTS | 8

Generally Cloudy sky.. Maximum &Minimum
temperatures will be around 14°C & 0°C
respectively.

MS DHONI GREETED WITH ‘BOOM BOOM AFRIDI’
CHANTS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Healing touch:

Mehbooba orders withdrawal
of casesagainst 4327 youth
involvedin744 cases

Last year the Chief Minister had ordered withdrawal of cases against 634 persons involved in 104 cases

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 29: In a major de-
cision of far reaching impact, Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Muftihasapproved the withdraw-
al of cases against 4327 youth involved in 744
cases of law and order nature. This follows
the recommendation of a high powered com-
mittee headed by Director General of Police
which submitted its report to her today.

The DGP has been asked to regularly
monitorthe progressin the matter and furnish
back a fortnightly reportin thisregard, reads
acommunication from the Home Department
to the DGP sent late this evening.

Today’s decision marks the revival of pro-
cess of withdrawal of cases started by Chief
Minister, Mehbooba Muftilast year immedi-
ately after taking over.

Mehbooba Mufti had set on a process of
review of cases against youth from 2008 to
2014 andinthefirstinstance 104 cases involv-
ing 634 youth were withdrawn within two

months of her assuming power. The process,
» SeeMehbooba....Pg 02

CM addresses Attestation cum Passing Out Parade at PTS, Kathua
Discipline, good behaviorkeyto

excellent pollcmg M

KATHUA, NOVEMBER 29:
Lauding the J&K Police for its
patience and disciplinein dealing
with situations, Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Mufti today said good
behavior with people and strict
discipline are key to excellent po-
licing.

Addressing the Attestation
cum Passing Out Parade of 25th
batch of Police Training School,
Kathua here today, the Chief Min-
ister said though there are many

» SeeCM...Pg02

Torture of Kashmiri prisoners:
Ringing Home Secretary not
enough, Says Farooq Abdullah

Srinagar, Nov29: Whilereacting overthe
tortureinflicted upon Kashmiri prisonersin
India’s Tihar Jail, National Conference Patron
Dr Farooq Abdullah Wednesday said that
mereringing to Home Secretaryis notenough.

Pertinently, Jammu Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Mehbooba Mufti called Indian Home
Minister on phone and requested him to con-
duct a probe about torture incidents.

Dr Farooq Abdullah said that it is Meh-
booba Mufti who has dragged these Kash-
miri prisoners inside Tihar Jail. “Mehbooba
got these prisoners shifted to Tihar and now
she is showing concern about their miseries.
Being the Chief Minister, Mehbooba should
herself visit Tihar Jail and if she feels, Kash-
miriprisoners arein wretched condition, she
should use her good offices and get these
prisoners shifted to Kahsmir,” Abdullah told
news agency CNS at Nawai Subha National
Conference headquarters this morning.

Farooq Abdullah also impressed upon
Prime Minister of India to find ways and means
to engage Pakistan into a dialogue. “India is
alargest country than Pakistan and it is the
responsibility of India to engage Pakistan
and find a solution to Kashmir issue, accept-
able to Pakisant, India as well as people of
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh,” he said.

“Tam not talking irrational. I have seen

» SeeFarooq...Pg02
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ASSAULT ON KASHMIRI
DETAINEES
UNACCEPTABLE: DR FAR0OQ
‘CMshouldvisit Tihar, ensure safety
of Kashmiri detainees’

Srinagar, Nov 29: National Conference
President and Member of Parliament, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah on Wednesday strongly
condemned incidents of assaults on Kash-
miri detainees at Tihar Jail and said such
incidents were reprehensible and unac-
ceptable.

Speakingtoreporters at National Con-
ference Headquarters, ‘Nawa-e-Subha’in

» SeeAssault...Pg 02

RECUPERATING ACCIDENTAL

MHA CONCERNED ON
TIHAR JAIL INCIDENT

Jail authorities across India directed to ensure
safety of prisoners

Srinagar, Nov29: Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh
has directed the jail authorities across India to ensure
safety of prisoners and the jail inmates do not face any
torture.

The Union Home Minister has taken the cognizance
of reports about torture of Kashmiri prisoners in Tihar
Jail New Delhi.

“The directions have gone to all jail authorities across
India to ensure that prisoners do not face any torture and
aretreated humanely,” an official in the Ministry of Home
Affairs told KNS.

The official said that directions have also been issued
» SeeMHA..Pg02

Terrorism, radicalisation 2 greatest
threats facmg world HM

Moscow: Terrorism and
radicalisation are the two
greatest threats facing the
world and India is making
efforts to eliminate the men-
ace, home minister Rajnath
Singh has said.

Addressing the Indian
diasporain Moscow on Tues-
day, Singh said his three-day
visit to Russiahad led to con-
crete outcomes to strengthen
cooperation between the two
countriesinthefield of secu-
rity, counter-terrorism,
counter-radicalisation, anti-
drug trafficking, counterfeit

currency,information sharing
and ontraining specialistsin
these fields.

The home minister in-
formed the gathering about

the efforts of the Indian gov-
ernment in controlling ter-
rorism and neutralising the
infiltrating terrorists as well
as about the determination

ofthe Indian armed forcesin
responding to various provo-
cations.

Expressing satisfaction
over his visit, during which
hehad talks with the Russian
leadership, Singh highlighted
the long history and founda-
tion of the relationship be-
tween India and Russia and
described Russia as ‘one of
the most credible friends of
India’.

He praised the work that
individually every Indian was

doing in Russia and called
» SeeHM...Pg02

VICTIM DIES DUE TO ANESTHESIA
‘OVER-DOSE, ALLEGES FAMILY

Srinagar, Nov 29: A family from Umarabad HMT area
of Srinagar city Wednesday alleged that one of their mem-
bers who had recuperated after meeting an accident a
fortnight ago died due to doctors negligence in operation
theater.

An I20 without any registration number had hit a
biker Showkat Ahmed Bhat near Umarabad HMT on 13
November. Bhat was shifted to SKIMS for treatment where
he started recuperating.

After spending 15 days at SKIMS, Bhat was shifted to
hospital for an operation onTuesday. “He was perfectly
all right and healthy. Even we had requested police to
release the driver of the .20 vehicle. But we were shocked
after doctors handed his dead body to us on Tuesday night.

» SeeFamily...Pg 02

Restitute financial, physical assets to
stay relevant: Dr Drabu to PSUs

FM continues marathon meetmgs to review condition of JK's Corporations

PDP PITCHES FOR
RELEASE OF KASHMIR'S

New Delhi’s dialogue process
a non-serious effort: JRL

‘Barbarity has crossed limits, time to act’

Jammu, Nov 29:
Minister for Finance,
Labour & Employment
Dr Haseeb Drabu as-
serted the need for
redefiningthe mandate
of Financial Corpora-
tions besides reorga-
nizing their financial,
physical and human
resources to help them
remain relevant in present and projected fi-
nancial scenarios in the state/nation.

The Minister said this while convening a

& Kashmir State Financial Corporation
(JKSFC) and J&K State Cooperative Bank
(JKSCB) convened to review the functioning

meeting with the representatives of Jammu

» SeeDarbu...Pg 02

POLITICAL PRISONERS

‘Measure vital for dialogue and reconciliation’

Srinagar, Nov 29: Days after the separatist leadership
in Kashmir demanded release of all political prisoners,
ruling Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) to has begun
pitching for the release of the political leadership from
jails, terming such a measure imperative for dialogue and
reconciliation.

“We welcome the government of India’s initiative of
giving amnesty to the first time stone pelters. As the GOI
has taken such a measure for political reasons to create a
political atmosphere, it becomes necessary that the

» SeePDP..Pg02

Srinagar, Nov 29: The Joint Resistance
Leaders (JRL) Wednesday said that New
Delhi was never serious in dialogue and the
recentinitiativeis another non-serious effort.

The JRL leaders Syed Ali Geelani, Yasin
Malik and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq who head
Hurriyat (G), JKLF and Hurriyat (M) respec-
tively were speaking at Seerat Conference
organised by Tehreek-e-Hurriyat at its Hy-
derpora office.

Inhis speech, Geelaniwhile talking about
the ongoing freedom struggle said they would
never achieve freedom until they put them-
selves into Islamic fabric.

gle, Geelani said, “Our people in jails are
thrashed and brutally assaulted. Itis the time
to act against such barbarity which has now

Giving background of the ongoing strug- >

See JRL...Pg 02

FIVE YEARS AND COUNTING,
VICTIMS OF BUDHSHAH NAGAR
MURDER CASE AWAIT JUSTICE

Family says accused continue to threaten witnesses

Srinagar, Nov 29: Victim’s family of the infamous 2012
Budshah Nagar Murder case has been awaiting justice
since past five years, hoping that the accused would be
brought to the book soon.

Ghulam Muhammad Shah and his three family mem-
bers were injured on being attacked with rods by family
of their neighbour on July 4, 2012. Shah, who was hit in
head with rod, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS Soura the
next day.

Srinagar police registered a case FIR no: 135/ 2012
under section 302, 34,120B-RPCin police station Saddar.
During the investigation Saddar police arrested all the

» SeeVietims...Pg02
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Govt committed to preserve JK’s water

bodies: Asiea Nagash

Reviews ongoing works on dramage sewerage schemes in Srinagar City

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER
29: Minister of State for Hous-
ing and Urban Development
Asiea Naqash said that the
government is committed to
protectand preserve all water
bodiesinthe Valley,including
the ones in the City.

The Minister said this
whilereviewing the progress
of various drainage and sew-
erage schemes undertaken
by SMC, UEED, LAWDA and
SDA for the capital city.

Giving the breakup of

ter Storm Drainage Scheme

various ongoing works in Wa-

(WSDS) under AMRUT, the

Minister was 1nf0rmed in

» SeeAsiea...Pg02

CREATION OF INDEPENDENT
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY A
WELCOME STEP: DAK

‘Thiswasour long pending genuine demand’

Srinagar, Nov 29: Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK)
on Wednesday appreciated and welcomed the initiative
of state government to create an independent Medical
university.

“The state has more than two dozens of medical insti-
tutions, including medical and dental colleges, para-med-
ical colleges/schools, which are currently affiliated to
Kashmirand Jammu universities” said DAK president Dr
Suhail Naik in a statement issued to KNS.

“Thisis ourlong pending genuine demand as two main
universities in the State- one at Kashmir and one at

» SeeDAK...Pg02
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VEERI INSPECTS CONSTRUCTION SITES
FOR COMMUNITY HALL IN SAMBA

Assures commencement of work on the project soon

SAMBA,NOVEMBER 29- Min-
ister for Revenue, Disaster Manage-
ment, Relief Rehabilitation & Re-
construction and Parliamentary
Affairs, Abdul Rehman Veeritoday
visited district Samba toinspect the
proposed sites for construction of
Community Hall in the district.

Pertinently, Chief Minister, Me-
hbooba Mufti, while responding to
the demand of people of the district,
had assured them for construction
of a community hall in the district.

The Minister was accompanied
by MLA Dr Devinder Kumar Man-
yal, Deputy Commissioner Sheetal
Nanda, Custodian General Aijaz
Ahmad Bhat, Custodian EP Jammu
Mushtaq Hussain Malik, ADC, Tilak
Raj Sharma and other concerned
officers.

The Ministervisited the proposed
site for construction of the hall at
Nanak-e-Chak and took stock of
viability and feasibility of the proj-
ect in the area. He was informed
that Evacuee Propertyland measur-
ing around 15 kanal is in the pos-
session of the department and can
be utilized for construction of a
Banquet Hall for benefit of thelocals.

Deputy Commissioner apprised
the Minister about the already pro-
posed project for construction of
Heritage Complex-Marriage Hall
and a restaurant at the site.

While seeking details of the pro-
posed project, the Minister asked
the concerned officers to preserve
the existing pond besides taking
careofothernatural assets surround-
ing the proposed site if the land is

finalized for construction of the
utility.

Later, the Minister visited the
other proposed ssitelocated at Man-
di Bhadwani in Samba city and was
informed that the land was previ-
ously under the occupation of Edu-
cation Department and now after
shifting of the school to some other

location, thestructure
along with the con-
nected land measur-
ing around 4 kanal
and 4 marlais under
the possession of the
Evacuee Property
department which
also can be utilized
for the project.

After inspecting
thesites, the Minister
asked the Deputy Commissioner to
prepare a detailed report on this
site including total land available
besides assessing the feasibility of
the project in the area.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said that it is the commit-
ment of Chief Minister with the
people of the district to construct a

Community Hall cum Banquet Hall
for their benefit and our priority is
to fulfill the assurance within the
shortest possible time.

Veeri said that the government
is prioritizing raising of social prop-
erties like Community Halls, Mar-
riage Halls, public utilities etc which
canbenefitalarge section of society.
He said that the department is try-
ing to make best use of the vacant
land in possession of the department
for raising viable assets for genera-
tion of handsome income and ben-
efit of people of the state.

The Minister, while interacting
with the locals, assured them that
soon the site will be finalized and
construction work for the Commu-
nity Hall would be commenced at
the earliest.

BASHARAT
BURKHARI WRITES
TO UNION MINISTER

Seeks measurestoaddress shortage of Fertilizers

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 29- Minister for Horticulture,
Syed Basharat Burkhari has sought intervention by the
Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Ananth Kumar to resolve the concern of
farmers/fruit growers regarding shortage of fertilizers in
the valley.

In his communication to the Union Minister, the Min-
ister urged upon him for early action on the issue of allow-
ing fertilizer companies to transport the fertilizer from
Jammu/Udhampur rack Point to the Kashmir Valley
besides Railway Out Agency (ROA) to facilitate the
farmers with adequate and timely supply of fertilizers.

Pertinently, Representatives of Apple Growers As-
sociations had called upon the Horticulture Minister
regarding shortage of fertilizers in the valley due to lack
of properinfrastructure and transportation facilities at
Udhampur Rack Point, causing inordinate delay in the
transportation of fertilizers to Kashmir Valley, espe-
cially during the peak months of the season leading to
irreparable loss.

Continue from Front Page.......c.cicrerirarararararararararararrrsesasasases

MEHBOOBA

unfortunately, got disrupted due to the continued violence
and unrest for later part of the last year.

With this, the total number of cases withdrawn so far on
the directions of the Chief Minister has gone to 848 and the
persons benefitting out of these withdrawals stand at 4957.

The Chief Minister, it may be recalled, had committed
withdrawal of cases against youth found not involved in
heinous crimes and the revival of this process has fulfilled
the promise made by Mehbooba Mufti.

Mehbooba Mufti recently has also directed review of
cases from 2015-2017(till date) and decision on the same
would be taken on the receipt of report by the high powered
committee.

The withdrawal of cases against these youth was a major
demand from various sections of the society in the State who
would be heaving a sigh of relief after this decision.

The Chief Minister described today’s decision as a ray of
hope for these young boys and their families terming it as an
opportunity for them to rebuild their lives. She hoped the
decision would help in creating a positive and conciliatory
atmosphere in the State where the youth would be able to
build their lives in a much more constructive and positive

way.
CM

challenges on the ground while dealing with the situation
but the job done with discipline, dedication and good behav-
ior with people fetches the desired results with huge public
cooperation. She said protection of life and property and
delivering their services with balance are the fundamental
duties of an efficient police force. She added that J&K Police
hasno parallelinits professional commitment and discipline.

On the issues facing the State, Mehbooba Mufti said the
root cause of militancy needs to be identified and fixed. She
said recently she has ordered the review of cases against the
youth during the unrest of last year. “You need to do the
parenting of these youth who are barely of 12-14 years of age.
They need to be counselled, educated and guided for which
you people have to act astheir guide philosophers”, she asked
the Police.

Terming the recent incident of manhandling of prisoners
at Tihar Jail as unacceptable and shameful, the Chief Minis-
ter said by such an act the personnel involved have not only
brought disrespect to their State but to their fraternity as
well. She said our country being a civilized democracy; even
the convicts have been guaranteed legal protection which
ought to be extended to them.

Listing drug abuse as another challenge to the Force,
Mehbooba Mufti asked the Police to chase drug peddlers with
full force and secure the innocent youth from the clutches of
drug addiction. She said she was happy to see that a de ad-
diction centre set up by Police at Srinagar is working quite
nicely but stressed on setting up each such centre at every
district headquarters.

The Chief Minister expressed dismay over the rising in-
cidents of crime against women and hoped the Women’s
Police Stations set up by her Government would be able to
providejusticetothe victims adding that these Police Stations
would be provided more facilities in coming times.

Detailing the welfare measures taken by her Government,
the Chief Minister said already the ex gratia amount for the
organization hasbeenraised by three times and she has asked
the Centre to raise its share to make it at par with Central
Para Military Forces. She said also almost all cases of com-
passionate appointment or SRO-43 were either settled or
concluded duringthelast one and a halfyear. The most chased
demand of cadre review was undertaken in Police to ensure
better promotion avenues to the officers and jawans of the
force, she reminded the audience.

Mehbooba Mufti said the modernization of JK Police is
being given a thrust with more sophisticated instruments for
crime detection, weaponry and vehicles to match the chal-
lenges faced by it.

Minister for Forests and Ecology, Choudhary Lal Singh;
several legislators and ex legislators; senior Police officers
and officers of District administration and family members
of the passed-out constables were present on the occasion.

Earlier, in his address, Director General of Police, Dr.
Sheesh Pal Vaid thanked the Chief Minister for taking many
welfare measures for the officers and constabulary of the
Force. He also detailed some welfare measures being taken
by the Department for the well being of officers and jawans.

The DGP also asked for strengthening Police-Public rela-
tions and asked the officers and jawans to seek more and
more public goodwill in the discharge of their duties.

953 jawans passed out today from the school after going
through the basic training for two years. A majority of them
are highly qualified with 185 post graduates and 348 gradu-
ates.

FAROOQ

tragedy with my own eyes in Kashmir. Border people are
suffering. Men, women and children are getting killed. Even
soldiers die. What are we trying to achieve. War is not a solu-
tion as it increases only tragedies,” he said.
Farooq Abdullah said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is talking about elimination of terrorism. “If he wants
elimination of terrorism, then he must come forward and
find a solution to Kashmir issue,” he said.

Responding to a question, Abdullah said he hopes that
interlocutor Dineshwar Sharma will present a clear picture
of Kashmir in New Delhi and will help to find an acceptable
solution so that people of Kashmir will come out from trauma.

To another question, Farooq Abdullah said that Lash-
kar-e-Taiba is the production of Pakistan that has devas-
tated the country. “Pakistan is burning in the fire lit by them

for others,” he said. ASSAU LT

Srinagar, Dr. Farooq Abdullah sought the immediate
shifting of all Kashmiri prisoners tojails within the State and
said the Chief Minister was morally bound to ensure their
safety and welfare.

“Thereports of such assaults are extremely condemnable
and unacceptable. Irrespective of their political affiliations
and ideologies or the nature of cases against them, the de-
tainees have human rights that are detailed under the jail
manuals and there should be strict adherence to these pro-
cedures and regulations and there should be no deviation”,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah said.

The National Conference President also expressed serious
concern over the safety of the detainees especially in view of
an elaborate campaign by certain news channels and said all
Kashmiri detainees should be immediately shifted to jails
within the State. “The Chief Minister should immediately
visit Tihar Jail and ensure their safety and also initiate a
process of shifting these prisoners back to jails within the
State while the cases against them are processed. The rule of
law is supreme and under the same rule of law every de-
tainee has unquestionable and non-negotiable rights. These
rights have to be upheld at all costs”, the National Conference
President added.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah also sought that all juvenile detain-
ees be treated strictly in adherence to juvenile justice laws

and regulations.
MHA

to jail authorities across India to review the security ar-
rangements in the high security prisons and taken necessary
measures wherever needed. “They have been directed to
ensure safety of Kashmiri prisoners as they remain vulner-
able to attacks in outside jails,” sources said.

Atleast 18 prisoners were reportedly thrashed by the jail
authorities including the Tamil Nadu Special Force, in high
risk ward (C&F) at Tihar Jail.

The Union Home Ministry has also sought a report from
the Director General of Tihar jail in the wake of the torture
of Kashmiriinmatesin the prison, leading to severe injuries.

The ministry has asked the Director General of the Tihar
jail to submit a report as early as possible detailing the inci-
dent and the action taken so far.

Chief Minister Mehbooba Mehbooba also spoke with
Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba to enquiring about the
Tihar incident.

Mufti spoke to Gauba after photographs of injured Kash-
miri undertrials surfaced on social media sites here.

“A prison is considered to be the safest place but the al-
leged incidents that have come to light put a question mark
on it,” she said in a statement.

The mainstream parties and separatistshave also expressed
concern over an attack on Kashmiri prisioners in Tihar jail.

Meanwhile, a Kashmir lawyers body said that a commit-
tee of High Court Judicial Officer constituted by Delhi Hight
Court has confirmed that eighteen prisoners including Sha-
hid Yousuf, son of Hizb chief Syed Salah-ud-din, were beaten
by the prison staff “ruthlessly without any rhyme or reason”
in Tihar jail.

The lawyers’ body appreciated the concern shown by the
Division Bench of Delhi High Court for describing the matter
“very serious” requiring a “serious probe” and asking the
Medical Superintendent, All India Medical Institute, to set
up a Board for conducting the medical test of all the 18 pris-
oners, who were thrashed by the jail authorities including
the Tamil Nadu Special Force, in high risk ward (C&F).

them as the ‘cultural ambassadors’ of India.

The home minister said while physical distance between
them and India could be large, there can never be an ‘emo-
tional distance’.

Singh apprised the gathering about the initiatives of the
NDA government in developing the country in various fields
through the Jan Dhan Yojana’, ‘Make in India’, Aadharimple-
mentation to take India on a fast-track of economic progress.

The home minister said India is on its way to becoming
one of the leading economic powers of the world.

From development of infrastructure to bringing in man-
ufacturing into India, the Modi government has in the past
three years contributed immensely, earning the goodwill of
the people of the country, he said.

FAMILY

We protested and tried to know the cause of his death,
but doctors fled from the spot,” the family members told news
agency CNS.

The family said that not a single doctor came forward
when we tried to question them. “We think and are sure that
hewasadministered an over-dose of anesthesia. We demand
a thorough probe into his death,” they said.

Despite repeated Medical Superintendent JVC Hospital
Bemina could not be contact.

DRABU

of these Public-Sector Undertakings (PSUs), here today.

Principal Secretary Finance, Navin Kumar Choudhary
besides other concerned officers were present on the occasion.

During the meeting, the Minister was briefed about op-
erations, profitability, services, resource position etc of these
corporations besides the problems confronting these Corpo-
rations.

The meeting held deliberations on the issues related to
each Corporation.

Addressingthe heads of these Corporations, the Minister
said that an intervention is necessary so that these Corpora-
tions can emerge as financial facilitators for state artisans;
agro based and allied activities, MSMEs and others.

The Minister also stressed the need for formulation of
effective working plan with adoption of innovative measures
besides healthy technological interventions.

He emphasized on reorganizing human resources for the
purpose of making it better organized for corporation’s pres-
entneeds. Thisin turn will help in generating revenue for the
Corporations, he added.

Theheads of the Corporations also put forth variousissues
and demands including budgetary support and other neces-
sary assistance from the government.

PDP

political leaders also are given freedom from jails so that
the initiative taken to hold dialogue with the people of dif-
ferent ideologies becomes a reality,” PDP general secretary
Nizam-ud-din Bhat told KNS.

The PDP veteran added that release of the political lead-
ership from jails is needed for the success of dialogue and
reconciliation that could take the state out of crises and un-
certainty.

Lastweek on Saturday, Hurriyat Conference (M) chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq had asked the government that if the
authorities was serious to hold dialogue and there was a
change of heart then they should release all the political
prisoners without any further delay.

He had said that Hurriyat leadership was eager to play
their role in promoting atmosphere of peace. He called upon
New Delhitorealize that Kashmir needs to be resolved keep-
ing in view “historic background.”

Meanwhile, the PDP general secretary says that his par-
ty hasalwaysbeen propagating the liberty of freedom for the
exchange of ideas and has been striving that no innocent is
harmed or harassed in Jammu and Kashmir. “The way the
central government is supporting our government, we feel
doubly empowered and would want it to release the political

prisoners,” Bhat said.
JRL

crossed its limits,” he said.

“Every story has a similar story to tell wherever Kash-
miri prisoners are imprisoned. We need to raise our voice
against this brutality,” he said.

In his speech, Mirwaiz said some hands are working to
further divide Kashmiris in the name of sects, region and
religion. Mirwaizsaid the global Islamicleadership has failed
toresolve the issues of Muslim countries and the situation of
Iraq, Syria, Palestine and other nations is before them. “We
should not blame the western powers for making conspiracies.
They will do it. We need to look at ourselves what we are do-
ing to defeat their designs,” he said.

He said the leadership has so far failed to come out with
the solution the Muslims are facing globally.

“Our moulvis arebusyin accusations and counter accusa-
tions,” he said. JKLF chief Yasin Malik said the Government
of India has started Operation All Out, which is not only

against our militants who are fighting on the ground, but New
Delhihasused NIA as atool to start Operation All Out against
pro-freedom leaders.

“All these tactics by NIA are to make us surrender. But
we have taken a pledge that we will fight till the last drop of
our blood,” he said.

Terming unity a strong weapon to face the present on-
slaught of New Delhi, Malik said Prophet (SAW) was the
charismatic leader who changed the whole world. “We need
to follow his path and forge unity to achieve success,” he

S VieTIMS

accused, Magsood Hussain Khan and his two sons Sadat
and Fahad and Mst Rozy wife of Magsood Hussain on 6.07.2012.

“One person has already been released on bail and others
too are demanding it. All we want is that the accused must
be punished as per the law,” says Ikhwana, a close relative of
slain Ghulam Muhammad Shah.

She told KNS that the one released on bail earlier had
stated that he had a cardiac issue while in court later, the
accused produced the documents related to Ortho ailment.
“The family of the accused are even threatening us today and
are trying to even threaten the witnesses but we have full
faith in our judicial system and we are sure that it will put
them behind bars and serves an example for others for such
a heinous crime,” Shah’s family said.

Five years have passed and we are waiting for the justice
to be delivered, the family said, adding that it demands ex-
emplary punished to the convicts so that no one does that to
anyone what accused did to us.

ASIEA

Lal Chowk WSDS is getting constructed at a cost of Rs
10.68 crore, while the Indira Nagar WSDS is getting con-
structed at an estimated cost of Rs 21.03 crore. She was in-
formed Mala Bagh Phase-I WSDS was getting constructed
at Rs 8.49 crores, Gangbugh WSDS at Rs 11.93 crore, while
as Shalteng WSDS’s estimated cost is Rs 55.26 crore. It was
revealed that under World Bank project, 49 new de-watering
pump stations at an estimated cost of Rs 52 crores will be
constructed in the city soon which will resolve the inundation
problem in low lying areas.

The Minister directed the engineers to speed up the pace
of work and finish these projects in a time-bound manner so
that the habitants of the city will be benefitted.

She further impressed upon the concerned to take extra
caution for the protection and conservation of Dal Lake,
Anchar Lake, Gilsar, Khushal Sar, Hokersar and other water
bodies in the city because the government is committed to
preserve them for future generation.

Asiea directed the officers to take adequate action to re-
move all encroachments around the water bodies without
any further delay and also take up demarcation of the land
to check encroachments.

As a CM commitment, she directed engineers to finish
the pending drainage work of Parimpora Adda on the prior-
ity basis for the benefit of commuters.

The Minister also reviewed the functioning of various
Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs).

The Minister asked officers to prepare vision document
of drainage & sewerage schemes within two months which
will help to build Srinagar in a Smart City category.

Commissioner SMC, Superintending Engineer Drainage
SMC, Chief Engineer UEED, VC SDA, Engineers of LAWDA
and other concerned officers were present at the meeting.

DAK

Jammu are overburdened and they are catering to the
needs of thousands of students from all three regions of the
State. Itisin place to mention here that DAK has been stress-
ing for the same from long time and also in recently held
press conference of Jammu Kashmir Doctors Cordination
Committee (JKDCC), it was also demanded that a separate
medical university for state is need of hour. Furthermore
starting of sanctioned five medical colleges will further
deteriorate the uniform functioning of said universities”,
Dr Naik added.

Presently, medical institutions and medical students
are confronting multiple issues related to their academic
activities vis-a-vis admissions, counseling, timely conduct
of exams, results and other allied issues in absence of exclu-
sive Medical University in the State. The delay of exams is a
usual problem faced by medical students, and with the result
ittakes them six years to complete five year course of medical
graduation,” Dr Naik further added.

“The independent Medical Science University will be
governing body for all medical and paramedical institutions
and this will establish uniform standards par-excellence in
academics and administration of teaching and learning of
health sciences,” Dr Naik further added.

00 ¢

CMK



CMK

‘03

SRINAGAR | November 30, 2017, Thursday

TIME

=——=ANDUS

Ir\H\

€. www.timeandus.com &3 www.facebook.com/TimeandUs timeanduslll@gmail.com IQI timeandus || 4 @timeandus

NEWS

Balireviews healthscenarioof Jammud

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 29 — Minis-
ter for Health & Medical Education, Bali
Bhagat has reviewed the overall health
scenario of district Jammu at a high-
level meeting held at Gandhi Nagar
Hospital here today.

Speaker J&K Legislative Assembly,
Kavinder Gupta, Minister of State for
Education & Tourism, Priya Sethi and
legislators Dr Krishan Lal Bhagat and
Vikram Randhawa were also presentin
the meeting.

At the outset of the meeting, the
Minister welcomed the Speaker and
legislators for sparing theirvaluable time
to participate in the meeting which was
convened to seek their valuable inputs
with regard to the functioning ofhealth
institutions falling in their respective
jurisdictions. He apprised that all leg-
islators from Jammu district were spe-
cifically invited in the meeting to get
their feedback on the status of health
activities in their areas and measures
required to improve them further, but
due to their pre-occupation the other
concerned legislators could not par-
ticipate.

The Speaker, the MoS and legislators
shared their inputs on the functioning
of health intuitions in their areas and
suggested several measures to further

seeksinputsfromlegislators

Directs for plugging gaps, proper implementation of flagsh|p programmes

upgrade the services. Theissuesrelated
to the availability of medicines, equip-
ment, manpower, sanitation, filling up
the posts of class-IV and Safai Karm-
charies and proper functioning of Solar
Lights etc were prominently figured and
discussed.

Kavinder Gupta called for upgrada-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi Hospital, upgrada-
tion of CT Scan machinein Gandhi Nagar
hospital, starting the facilities of Dialy-
sis and upgradation of Labour Room
etc. He said the Gandhi Nagar hospital
being an important institution that ca-
ters huge rush of patients needs to be
strengthened as per its capacity so that
the patients of Gandhi Nagar and pe-
ripheral areas may not go to Government
Medical College for availing medical
facilities. He expressed happiness that
new building of 200-bedded Gandhi
Nagar hospital is at the final stage and
shortlywillbehanded overto the depart-
ment which will help in handling the
increased rush of patients.

Priya Sethisuggested moretranspar-
ency in the functioning of hospitals and
called for highlighting all achievements
and facilities available in the hospitals
on the department website for the in-
formation of commoners. She promi-
nentlyhighlighted theflagship programme

i

|

of Government of IndianamelyPradhan
Mantra Surakshit Matritva Abhyan
(PMSMA), Rashtrya Bal Surksha
Karyakaram and their effective imple-
mentation on ground so that their ben-
efits percolate down to the needy ben-
eficiaries. Shealso called for streamlin-
ing the functioning of blood banks,
creation of organ donation bank in
Government Medical College.

Dr. Krishan Lal Bhagat highlighted
the deficienciesin hisarea and demand-
ed upgradation of infrastructural facul-
tiesin main health institutions of Khour
block. He said the entire block is a bor-

der and far-flung area that needs to be
given due attention. The issues which
were prominently highlighted by the
MLA included adequate supply of med-
icines, operationalization of theatre,
functioning of Solar System, shortage
of x-ray material, installation of Ultra
Sound machine and detachment of staff.

While appreciating the concern of
the legislators, the Health Minister as-
sured them to attend the flagged issues
on priority. He urged them to provide
him ground feedback on regular basis
so that all deficiencies are removed. He
issued necessary instructions to the

Director health Services, CMO, Jammu
and concerned BMOs to putin theirbest
effortstoaddress the highlighted issues
on priority. He directed the CMO and
BMOs to conduct regular field visits to
get feedback about the health facilities
and plugging the gaps, if any on prior-
ity basis. He also directed for efficient
implementation of all flagship pro-
grammes of Government of India at the
grassroot level to achieve the objective
of these schemes.

The Minister issued on-the-spot
instructions to the BMOs to submit the
report with regard to the defunct Solar
Systems and other important diagnos-
tic equipments to the Director Health
Services on priority so thatan appropri-
ate action could be taken. He also di-
rected forreferring all posts of Class-IV
and Safai Karamcharies to the Director-
ate immediately so that they are filled
on fast-track basis.

Hecalled for paying focused attention
for ensuring proper sanitation in all
health institutions, punctuality, main-
tenance of duty roaster, dress code,
auditinspection of doctors’ prescriptions,
installation of water purifiers and other
basic facilities for the patients, curbing
the practice of unnecessary referral of
cases to tertiary hospitals. He directed

istrict,

for devising an efficient mechanism to
curb this practice, particular from such
institutions where the services of par-
ticulardisciplinesareavailable. Hewarned
forasternaction against the delinquents
who shirk their duties.

Taking serious note of poor perfor-
mance of district Jammu in the impor-
tantNational Immunization Programme,
the Minister directed the CMO and
other concerned to make serious efforts
toachieve the targetsin full. He called
for a coordinated approach and devis-
ing a well-knit strategy to achieve the
targets under the Indira Danush Pro-
gramme.

Principal Secretary Health & Med-
ical Education, Dr. Pawan Kotwal, Sec-
retary Technical & Director Indian
System of Medicines, Dr. Abdul Kabir
Dar, Director Family Welfare, Dr. Sameer
Mattoo, Director Health Services, Dr.
Gurjeet Singh Soodan, Managing Direc-
tor, JKMSCL, Inderjeet Bhagat, Addi-
tional Secretary Health, K.S. Chib, Joint
Director Planning, Madan Lal, Deputy
Director Health, Dr. Chander Prakash,
Chief Medical Officer,Jammu, Dr. San-
jay Turki, Medical Superintendent, G.N.
Hospital, Dr. ADS Manhas, BMOs and
othersenior officers of the health depart-
ment were present in the meeting.

DC listens to people’s issues at Loran
‘Area to be promoted as major tourist destination

POONCH NOVEMBER

Development of rural areas; government’s

prime concern: Zulfkar

29: Deputy Commissioner
Poonch, Tariq Ahmad Zargar
today said that government
was keen to project Mandi
Tehsil as amajor tourist des-
tination to attract high end
tourists to the area having
captivating natural beauty.

The DC was interacting
with locals here today at Lo-
ran during public grievances
redress camp organised as
part of public outreach pro-
gramme launched by the
district administration.

He said that the tourism
potential of Loran and its
adjoiningareaswill be tapped
to its full potential. “The up-
coming Loran-Tangmargroad
project will act as a key link
forattracting tourists visiting
Kashmir Valley, including
world famous Gulmarg,” he
added.

Zargarsaid thatithasbeen
decided thatalong with Loran
special focus would be laid
on development of Nandni
Chooul as amajor tourist spot
for which DPRs worth of Rs
6 crorehad already submitted.
Hehoped that the place would
soon emergeasafamoustour-
ismdestination and give thrust

to the local economy.

He urged upon the edu-
cated youth of the areas to
takebenefitoftourism depart-
ment scheme (guest house
scheme) forwhich government
is providing Rs 2 lakh as
subsidy.

A large number of locals
participatedinthe camp and
put forth their demands in-
cluding augmentation of
drinking water supplt, ade-
quate ration, specially Atta,
completing of SDRF works,
making of labour cards, up-
grading of power supply &
related infrastructure, sur-
face connectivity and benefits
undervariouswelfareschemes.
Theyalsodemanded posting
of medical staffin health in-
stitutions besides veterinary
doctors in the area.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that the aim of
holding the camp was to re-
dress genuine public issues
by channelizing resources of
government's schemes and
acquainting both officers &
people about their roles and
responsibilities & also take
stock ofimpact of public util-
ity projects & welfare schemes.

The DDCdirected the FCS

& CA department to provide
adequateration tothe people.
Theissues pertaining tohigh
electricity dues and availabil-
ity of timber and medicines
in the area were addressed
on the spot.

Responding to griev-
ances highlighted by the
people pertaining to various
others departments, Deputy
Commissioner directed the
concerned officerstoredress
the pending issues in a time
bound manner so that people
of the area do not suffer dur-
ing winter months.

Regarding early comple-
tion of SDRF works in the
area, the DDC directed the
concerned department tomeet
thedemand and assured that
the funds for the same shall
be made available at the ear-
liest.The District development
Commissioner also directed
CMO Poonch & chief Animal
Husbandry officers for provid-
ingstaffinveterinary &health
institutions on priority.

Directions were also
given tothe PHE functionar-
iesto repair supply lines to
prevent leakage so that the
water reaches to catchment
areas.

Approves Rs. 2 cr for development of Patti as model village

RAJOURINOVEMBER
29: Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Af-
fairsand Tribal Affairs, Choud-
hary Zulfkar Ali, today said
development ofrural areasis
prime concern of present
government which has
launched numerousinitiatives
to provide enhanced basic
infrastructurein these parts
of the state.

The Minister said this
while speaking at a public
meeting at Plangar after in-
augurating 4.5 km Khori-
Plangarhroad, completed with
a cost of Rs. 3.70 crore. The
road would provide connectiv-
ity to Khori, Korpra, Maha-
rajpura, Bakri and Plangarh
villages.

People from Planger, Plan-
garh, Khori, Patti, Badanoun
and adjoining villages par-
ticipated in the meeting and
raise issues related to devel-
opment and welfare of their
respective areas.

Theissueshighlighted by
thevillagersinteraliainclude
widening of Rajouri-Thana
Mandi road, blacktopping of

Plangarh-Badanoun road,
construction of 2 kmroad to
connect Patti village, upgra-
dation of GHSS Plangarh to
Women College and Girls HS
Plangarh to GHSS, transform-
ers, poles and wires for elec-
trification of Kalla, Kopraand
Maharjpura villages and
related matters.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is laying focused
attention on development of
rural areas so that people liv-
ing here could get adequate
basicinfrastructuretolead a
dignified and qualitylife. He
assured the publicthatall their
issues would be redressed in
a time bound manner.

The Minister asked the
Executive Engineer PHE to
maketemporaryarrangements
for water supply to the house-
holds of these villages and
wasasked topreparea Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for en-
suring permanent water sup-
ply to these areas. He also
directed the concerned for
establishingelectricity supply
toKalla, Kopraand Mahara-
jpura villages within next 15

days. Ontheoccasion, Zulfkar
approved Rs. 2 crore for de-
velopment of Patti as model

village and asked the District
Development Commissioner
to prepare a plan for holistic

development of the village.

Later, the Minister visited
GMC Rajouri and took stock
of ongoing work on Rs. 139
crore project being executed
inthe college which is sched-
uled tobe completed by Sep-
tember, 2018.

The Minister had detailed
deliberation on various com-
ponents ofthe Medical College
and directed the concerned
to ensure that work on Resi-
dential block get started
withinshortest possible time.
He also exhorted for comple-
tion of the prestigious project
within stipulated time.

The Minister was accom-
panied by DDC Shahid Igbal
Choudhary, SSP Yougal
Manhas, ACD Noor Aalam,
SEPWD Majid Wani, SE PHE,
Irrigation and Flood Control
Rafiq Khan, executive engi-
neers of various engineering
departments and district of-
ficers.

Earlier, the Minister vis-
ited the house of Shahzad
Khan, senior political leader
and expressed condolences
on the demise of his mother.

Naeem sets deadline for completion
of Doda-Kastigarh road

Minister asks PWD to expedlte work onallvital prOjects

DODA, NOVEMBER 29 — Minister

Govt schools being strengthened through modern

infrastructure, technological interventions: Dy CM
Inaugurates mfrastructure in varlous govt schools

KATHUA,NOVEMBER 29: Reiter-

of ADC. Similar in-
‘# structionswerealso

for Public Works, Naeem Akhtar today
directed the department to accelerate
the pace of work on Doda to Kastigarh
road to complete it by the end of next
year.

The Minister issued the directions
afterlisteningtothe demandsand griev-
ances of the people during public-griev-
ancesredress camp held here at remote
village of Kastigarh.

MLA Doda Shakti Raj Parihar, Chief
Engineer, PWD (R&B) Sudheer Shah,
Deputy Commissioner, Doda Bhawani
Rakwal, Managing Director, Jammu
and Kashmir Projects Construction
Corporation Syed Nayeem Ahmad, Su-
perintending Engineer, PWD (R&B)
Circle Doda Niaz Banday, engineers of
PWD (R&B), PMGSY and senior offices
of other concerned departments were
also present at the camp.

Thelocalsapprised the Ministerabout
the problems being faced by them re-
lated to road connectivity, healthcare
and education. They demanded construc-
tion of Kidal to Ganika Kotli road, link
road from Barsi to Tapnil, opening of
Degree College in the aera and upgrad-
ing ofhealth facilities at PHC, Kastigarh.

Addressing the gathering, the Min-
ister informed that the work on vital

® 00 ©

roads from Banjar Morh to Shamti, Saras
to Gagua and Kalsu Morh to Harsingnag
havebeenstarted and instructions passed
for completion of these projects within
specified deadlines. He asked the engi-
neers to complete the requisite formal-
ities for initiating the work on Marsoo
Bridge.

Expressing concern over slow pace
of works due to shortage of hot mix plants
in Doda, the Minister said the govern-
ment will look into the possibility of
setting up a unit at Kastigarh. He urged
the people to protect pubic assets on
their own and cooperate with the engi-
neersin completing the road projectsin
time.

The Minister said that three new

rooms and laboratory would be con-
structed in higher secondary School
Kastigarh.

MLA, Doda Shakti Raj Parihar, in
hisaddresssaid the coalition government
has taken various path-breaking steps
for equitable development of all parts
of the state with special focus on upgrad-
ing of the road network, which is pre-
requisite for development of any area.

Earlier, the Minister also laid the
foundation stone of 4 km Nashla - Kan-
hal- Shiva road which would be com-
pleted at an estimated cost of Rs 2.87
croreunder NABARD. He alsoinspect-
ed the pace of work on Govt. Polytechnic
Collegebuilding at Beolibeing execution
by JKPCC at a cost of Rs 13 crore.

atingthe commitment towards equipping
government educational institutions
with modern infrastructure and tech-
nological interventions, DyCM, Dr.
Nirmal Singh said that well trained and
qualified human resources are being be
provided in these institutions to enable
students match present education sce-
nario.

“The Government is working under
awell knit plan to provide quality edu-
cation to studentsliving along thelength
and breadth of the state”, the Dy CM
said this while addressing a gathering
after inaugurating newly constructed
infrastructure of various schools at
Mooni, Nagrota Gujroo and Ramkot of
Billawar.

“Revamping educational sector
through optimal use of existing infra-
structureand humanresources available
in the State will help in harnessing tal-
ent among the students,” said Nirmal
Singh adding that the present dispensa-
tion will provide state of the art environ-
ment for youth to become globally com-
petitive.

Highlighting various works initiated
under education sector in Billawar, Dy
CM said that these works amounting
Rs. 8 crore will bring about significant

change in overall education scenario of
thearea. He further said thatin Malhar
zone 5 additional classrooms have been
sanctioned for 32 Middle Schools where-
as compound walls have been approved
for 17 schools.

Dy CM asked the Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Billawar to ensure speedy
disposal off issues of people as enough
powers have been vested upon him in
this regard. He said that more powers
will be given to the office so that people
don'thaveto goto Kathua District Head-
quarter for mitigation of their matters.
He also directed CEO Kathua to create
awareness among the students that they
can get their PRCissued from the office

passed to the BMO
. regarding the issu-
ance of disability
certificates.
= At Government
High School Mooni,
the Dy CM directed
the CEO to provide
Public Address Sys-
tem to the school
besides he an-
nounced 5 Comput-
ersand 1 Hand Pump
for the school. He further directed the
school administration to provide 2 sets
ofuniformstoeverystudent ofthe school.

A “Swachhta Pledge” was also ad-
ministered on the occasion at GHSS,
Nagrota Gujroo necessitating the sig-
nificance of maintaining cleanliness in
and around our surroundings.

Later, the Dy CM kick started black-
topping on a road from Ramkote to
Mudaal costing Rs. 81.21 Lakh.

ADC Billawar, Joginder Singh Rai,
ACD Kathua, RajivKhajuria, CEO Kath-
ua, Balbir Singh, SDPO, Engineers,
Tehsildars, BDOs and prominent citizens
in large numbers were present on the
occasion.
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Editorial

Tiﬁle and Ussze

J&K
SINK YOUR
DIFFERENCES

Itis disconcerting that differences between
the executive and the judiciary are emerging
oftenin the publicdomain these days. By rais-
ing the question whether the judiciary does
not trust the Prime Minister to make fair ju-
dicial appointments, and harping on the need
to maintain the balance of power between the
executive and the judiciary, representatives of
the Union government have risked the impres-
sion that they are putting the judiciary on the
defensive. Read between the lines and the
executive’s profound dissatisfaction with the
state of play in relations between the two wings
is evident. Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad is undoubtedly entitled to hold the view
that the Supreme Court’s 2015 verdict striking
down the law creating the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) reveals
the judiciary’s distrust in the Prime Minister
and the Law Minister. His question whether
an auditis needed to determine what has been
lost or gained since the collegium system was
created in 1993 is not without merit. However,
it is debatable whether these issues should
havebeenraised in public, that too in the pres-
ence of the Chief Justice of India and his fra-
ternity. Chief Justice Dipak Misra seemed
coerced into responding that the judiciary
reposes the same trust that the Constituent
Assembly had in the Prime Minister, and that
thejudiciaryindeed recognised and respected
the separation of powers enshrined in the Con-
stitution. There was really no need for such a
public affirmation of first principles in a de-
mocracy.

However, it does not mean that major con-
cerns over whether there is real separation of
powers, whether public interest litigation has
become an interstitial space in which judges
give policy directives, and whether the coun-
try needs a better system than the present one
inwhichjudges appoint judges should be brushed
aside. The present collegium system is flawed
and lacks transparency, and there is a clear
need to have a better and more credible process
in making judicial appointments. It is clear
that differences over formulating a fresh Mem-
orandum of Procedure for appointments are
casting a shadow on the relationship. Itis best
if both sides take a pragmatic view of the situ-
ation and sink their differences on the new
procedure, even if it involves giving up a point
or two that they are clinging to. For a start,
they could both disclose the exact points on
which the two sides differ so that independent
experts will also have a chance to contribute
to the debate. If it is the right to veto a recom-
mendation that the government wants on some
limited grounds, the Collegium must not be
averse to considering it. Resolution of this
matter brooks no further delay.

Closing down a country:
the Islamabad stand-off

» S.Akbar Zaidi

round three thousand unarmed
Amen, of arecently founded group,
he Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya Rasool
Allah (TLY), have been able to close down
key parts of Pakistan’s main cities, which
include Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Lahore and
Karachi. On account of state action taken
against this very tiny group of Islamic pro-
testers on Saturday near Islamabad, the
Government of Pakistan closed down all
television news channels for a day, except
Pakistan Television (PTV), and shut down
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. Moreover,
inIslamabad and Lahore, education institu-
tions have had to be closed for two days, one
day in Karachi.

The fact that the three-week-long dharna,
even by just 3,000 unarmed men, has cre-
ated such a major crisis for a government
whichistryingtostabiliseitselfunderanew
Prime Minister shows how a minuscule po-
litical entity can have such major conse-
quences. Either non-mainstream actors and
parties now do politics outside the rules of
democratic politics or, the rules of demo-
craticpolitics have changed toinclude disrup-
tive and threatening gestures which might
completely destabilise democracy itself.

In the shadows

Inthe case of Pakistan, in particular, the
threat of destabilising democracy by extra-
democratic means, has loomed large since
the ouster of the military and the return to
democracy in 2008. In 2014, a dharna or-
ganised by cricketer-turned-politician Imran
Khan and Tahirul Qadri, a cleric who lives
in Canada and flies into Pakistan at times of
political crises, lasted four months. Much
evidence since thattime clearly suggeststhat
the dharna was supported by very senior
members of Pakistan’s Army, who had clear
designs to use the agitation as a means to
dismiss Nawaz Sharif and his government.
The fact that the then Chief of Army Staff,
Raheel Sharif, decided not to intervene and
dismiss the government may have been on
the basis of expediency and prudence, rath-
er than the military’s support for democrat-
ic practices.

The Imran Khan/Tahirul Qadri dharna
was peaceful, had many tens of thousands
of participants including women, and did
not cause any death on account of it. The
current protest, in contrast, is tiny, but ac-
counted for at least six deaths and 187 cases
of injuries. Moreover, the 2014 dharna was
confined largely to Islamabad (with some
protest in Lahore), while the consequences
of police action on this current protest in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad instantly mobil-
ised TLY group members and sympathisers
in many cities across Pakistan, paralysing
partsof Lahore, Faisalabad and Karachi, and
even parts of Sindh and Balochistan.

Forasmall, apparentlyinsignificant group,
to be so well coordinated across diverse cit-
iessuggeststhatithasacadrewhichresponds
well and quickly when members of the group

need support. Of course, such well-coordi-
nated action also gives rise to speculation
thatitis actually the military which is behind
the protest of the TLY and is trying to further
destabilise a weak government. Of course,
nothing could be farther from such fantasy.

The background

The background and the reasons for the
protests in Rawalpindi and Islamabad —
which have brought much of Islamabad to a
standstill since key routes in and out of the
cityhavebeenblocked —rests onthe demand
for the Law Minister to resign on account of
asupposed change made in the oath by Mem-
bers of Parliament about the finality of
Prophet Muhammad, as per the Elections
Act 2017. A change was made by Parliament
in the oath to be taken, where the old “I sol-
emnlyswear...”, wasreplaced by “Ibelieve...”,
and where the legal consequences remain
the same. Parliament even realised that it
had apparently made a “mistake” in approv-
ing this change, and opted to reverse its de-
cision going back to the earlier wording. Is-
lamists accused the Law Minister of blas-
phemy for this change in the wording of the
electoral oath, and called for his blood. He
refused to resign and they started their pro-
tests.

As happens in such stand-offs, it was
expected that through some cajoling and
over time, the protesters would disperse.
They did not despite the rain that came and
stayed put. The government then decided to
push the protesters out, and security person-
nel were called in to remove them. Clashes
occurred and the government soon backed
off,leaving the protesters holding firm, with
protests launched in other cities as well. The
civilian government called in the military
“forlawand order duty accordingto the Con-
stitution” but the military was nowhere to
be seen, a clear act of disobedience.

The government has been criticised for
taking such alongtimein removing the pro-
testers and making a mess of the situation.
With swiftaction it could have chased offthe
protesters. Instead, the organisation con-
solidated itself, gaining strength and support
as it continued to resist.

Reaction and coverage

Thereporting and analysisin the English
language press has been indicative of the
strong reaction towards the Islamist group.
They have been called “zealots”, “fanatics”,
“hard-lineIslamists”, “bigots”, that they have
“dark passions”, are “hotblooded”, and much
worse. What is also interesting is how Paki-
stan’s Interior Minister, Ahsan Igbal, has
quite bizarrely stated that his government
has evidence that the protesters have “con-
tacted India” and was “investigating the mat-
ter”.

Before social media went off the air, there
was strong reaction to the numerous remarks
made by military spokesmen as well as the
Chief of the Army Staff, General Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa. Before the actions against the
protesters started, Gen. Bajwa said that vio-
lence should be avoided “by both sides”, i.e.,
the protesters and the government, which
got a strong reaction from many on social
media, pointing out that it was the protesters
who were being violent, not the government.
When the civilian government asked for the
military’s help in removing the protesters,
hesaid that since the people “loved the Army”,
the Army could not become part of any such
action. He stated that the Army “cannot take
action against its own people”, a statement
whichinvited abarrage of criticism remind-
ing the General of the military’s action against
its own people, in East Pakistan, Federally
Administered Tribal Areas, Balochistan,
Karachi, and against the Okara peasants.

The protest, or siege as many called it,

ended on Sunday night following an agree-
ment between the protesters and the govern-
ment. The agreement was mediated by a
Major General of the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence, and the Law Minister resigned. The
signed agreement concludes with: “we are
thankful to him [Gen Bajwa] for saving the
nation from abig catastrophe”, crediting the
Army Chief and his representative team for
their “special efforts”. The Islamabad High
Courtinits proceedings on Monday morning
criticised the Interior Minister for giving the
military the role of “mediator”, especially
since the military had turned down the civil-
ian government’s request to intervene ear-
lier. The judge asked: “Where does the law
assign this role to a general?” The rather
brave judge said that this was “proof of the
military’s involvement”.

Even this tiny incident in Islamabad al-
lows one to make a number of observations
about the political economy of Pakistan:
religious groups and parties are far better
organised and committed than theirliberal
cousins, and civil society; the present govern-
ment is suffering from the absence of Nawaz
Sharif as Prime Minister, and the current
leadership is weak; the military overrulesits
chiefexecutive, the civilian government; and
the militaryis needed to ensure agreements
between the government and protesters. The
role of Imran Khan and his party has been
particularly opportunisticand pro-military
in this encounter. It seems now that the na-
ture of democratic politics in Pakistanis also
changing, and even though elections are to
be held next year, the ballot box will no lon-
ger be the only forum to determine political
outcomes.

S.Akbar Zaidiis apolitical econo-
mist based in Karachi. He teaches at
Columbia University in New York, and
at the IBA in Karachi

Teachstudentstoe-read

» Carlo Pizzati

t the beginning of every se-
mester, the journalism stu-
ents I teach lament the dif-

ficultyin readinglongtexts and focussing
on the meaning of the words in front of
them.

“I get my news from Twitter,” one of
themsaid, asif Twitter were anews source
and not a social networking website with
aggregating capacities. News distrib-
uted on social networks is news often
reported by someone somewhere in a
newspaper, on a television website, or a
blog. Social networks condense the mean-
ing of the news article into 140 charac-
ters (now upped to 280), leaving little
meaning there.

Class assignments are long articles
to be read on the course’s website. Stu-
dents have to understand, research,
comment and critique — all online.

Halfway through the semester, I
notice thatall theirskillsimprove. They
articulate better. They research with
depth. Clearly, the capacity to absorb
the material studied has expanded. This
isbecauseitisforced toexpand,in order
that they get good grades.

The medium is the message

Students are encouraged to contrib-
ute their opinions and ideas to the
lively topic of how the Internetis chang-
ing our brains. We discuss, for example,
how Socrates in Phaedrus said the al-
phabet would bring an end to our capac-
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ity to memorise ideas. How, since those
days of ancient Greek wisdom, the advent
of a new medium has always generated
new, at times useful, Cassandras. Fear
of the new: neophobia.

Wealsodiscuss theideas of Nicholas
Carr, who, in his book The Shallows —
How the Internet is Changing the Way
WeThink, Read and Remember, described
what theloss of the kind of deep thought
we reach with focussed reading can do
to our minds. We look at what Camille
Pagliasays aboutasociety obsessed with
images: it can sink in the present with-
out understanding the context and the
meaning of what is really happening in
that present. Pierre Bourdieu dissects
theimpact of TV on culture, explaining
how talk shows threaten science and
academia, for example. Deleuze, Der-
rida, Baudrillard — all the complicated
French minds are summoned to make
things even harder and to explain how
our perception of reality is altered by a
new medium. But, mostly, we gaze into
the prophetic views of Marshall McLu-
han and his “medium is the message”
mantra. It’s not what you say that has a
real impact on society, it’s the medium
you use which will alter everything in
society, especially perceptions. And thus,
in the Internet’s case, our capacity to
focus on reading.

Feeling versus knowing

Our constant usage of the Internet
threatens our reading capacity, itis com-
monly said. It results in our decreasing

capacity to concentrate, think and un-
derstand things as we were used to. And
while the decision-making part of our
brain works in overdrive by clicking,
skimming, browsing, liking, sharing,
bookmarking, itistruethatweare choos-
ing faster, but we are not understanding
in depth what we chose and why we chose
what we did.

In class, we've discussed what we're

looking for when we’re on the Internet,
which is almost always. Although we
may think we are looking for informa-
tion, news, novelties, we realised that it
mostly boils down to emotions. We tell
ourselves werelooking for dataand facts
onwhich tobase our opinions. But once
we ask ourselves the simple “why?”, the
deep answer is not “in order to know,”
but “so that we can feel.”

Novelties. We seek the quick, constant
gratification of empty news, not having
time tounderstand their meaningin our
lives. The power of news then — the
power to inform, to put a new shape to
the concepts in our minds — gets lost.
We feel, but we do not know. And if we
don’t know, it’ll be even easier to ma-
nipulate us.

The motto of the zeitgeist is images,
not words. But images have a double-
edged power. We click and see a man
squatting to protect his genitals from
attacking dogs in an American prison.
We click and we see arockstar twerking
in hot pants. Twerking, torture, pain,
dance, glamour, cruelty — it’s all the
same. On the same screen. Quickly al-
ternating. It’s the Internet.

“Itismaking us feeljaded,” admitted
one student.

In this open laboratory of thought
about the impact of the Internet on our
brains and our capacity to absorb knowl-
edge, we force ourselves to understand
and we push to discuss and propose
solutions. And we have reached a simple
proposal based on these premises: isn’t
reading taughtin classrooms? Aren’t we
accompanied on our first steps to un-
derstand the meaning of letters, words,
ideograms? As much as reading on pa-
perneedstobeinculcated in ordertobe
mastered, so does e-reading.

We have manytechniquesto propose
tothe Ministry of Human Resource De-
velopment. They can be applied at the

same age when children learn to read.
Provideascreen and connectivity, Mark
Zuckerberg, sure. But dish out funds to
teach us how to connect, research, dis-
cover,and also howto disconnect, reflect,
focus, untilwe've finished reading along
text online. How to click on hypertext
only once we've reached the end of an
article and then, and only then, we may
go back to deepen our understanding,
to search for more knowledge. This is
howwewill be able to prove that reading
online is just as good as reading on pa-
per: by learning how to do it right.

Yes, you can read long texts online.
Deep reading. But you have tolearn the
self-discipline needed to absorb the in-
formation and makeitbecomeknowledge.
The way children are reprimanded if
their attention wanders off while read-
ing on paper as they learn how to focus,
the same can be explained when train-
ing to e-read. Turn off the 3G or WiFi
and keep your eyes on the screen until
you'vereached the end of all these para-
graphs. Then explore the Web for more.
Inordertodeepen ourindependent gaze
into reality, we must be helped to wade
through the metastasis of communica-
tion surrounding us, so we may battle
the anorexia of true information: knowl-
edge.

Carlo Pizzatiis an author and
professor of communication the-
ory. His most recent book is The
Edge of an Era
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Congress hates Gujarat,
poor and me, says PM Modi

PALITANA: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday launched a blistering
attack on the Congress party saying that the
latter hates Gujarat, development, poor and
him.Referring to Father of the Nation Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the prime minister said the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has the legacy
of 'Fakir Gandhi' while the Congress "has the
legacy of royalty".

"They (Congress) hate development, they
hate Gujarat, they hate Modi and now they
hate sweat also. That is because they have
never had tosweat it outinlifeand work hard.
They are mocking everyone who works hard.
Thisistheir mindset. Such hatred for the poor
is shocking," the prime minister said while

addressing a rally in Palitana.

"They were born with all privileges and
are disconnected with the roots," he added.

Hefurther said it was due to the Congress
party, there was shortage of water in Gujarat
22-year ago.The prime minister accused the
grand-old-party of delaying the Narmada
project and said that if party would have re-
mained in power, the water of River Nar-
madawould have never reached the farmers.

"Do you remember the water shortage in
theregion? Thisisbecause the Congress con-
trolled the tanker business. It suited them to
havethis shortage. The BJP has changed this
in the last 22 years. We have made the tank-
er industry irrelevant,” he said.

AP Govt. warns stern action
against colleges for flouting rules

AMARAVATTI: Expressing con-
cern over recent incidents of stu-
dents' suicides in the educational
premises, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on
Wednesday warned management
of the colleges of stern action, if
rules and regulations are not fol-
lowed as per set standards.

While addressing the state leg-
islative assembly, Naidu noted that
students are unable to accept pres-
sure, depression and defeat, as a
result they opt to end their lives.

The chief minister said long

hectic study hours, no curriculum
activity are making 'students a ma-
chine' and added that the college
management put extra pressure on
them in the name of weekly tests
and grades.Further stressing on
the issue, Naidu said students are
cutting off from ground realty for
the sake of system.Citing example
for western countries, the chief
minister said is it important for
students to get involved in more so-
cial activities to enrich their ap-
proach.In view of these issues, the
Andhra Government has also in-
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terlinked students with open defe-
cation free (ODF) as part of
Swachh Bharat mission.Students

will also be provided counseling so
that their innovative skill develops.

Last month, the Andhra
Pradesh Government rebuked cor-
porate colleges over increasing sui-
cides of students, and ordered pri-
vate colleges to stop harassing stu-
dents and to follow self regulation.

In the wake of seven students'
suicide and one suicide attempt in
the first week of October, Naidu
and HRD minister Ganta Srinivas
Rao held a closed-door meeting
with the managements of corpo-
rate colleges in the state.

Nagaland CM inaugurates

state guest house in New Delhi

Suspected LeT terrorist

NEW DELHI: Nagaland Chief >

Minister T.R. Zeliang, along with a
host of state dignitaries, on Tuesday
inaugurated the 43-room Nagaland
State Guest House at RK Puram, here.

The guest house was long await-
ed by the people of the state as it
will act as a safe haven for the visi-
tors from the state.

"My sense of happinessisevident
from the fact that the inauguration
of it marks the fulfillment of a long
awaited dream of the people to have
anew state guest house. It was along
felt aspiration to provide affordable
accommodationstostudents, patients,
visitors and for touring state govern-
ment officials to the national capital,”
Chief Minister T.R. Zeliang said at
the inauguration.

Zeliang added that the guesthouse
will serve the manifold purposes for

S,

the people of Nagaland and will be a
multipurpose premise representing
amini Nagaland.

"It is a Home Away from Home
where it will serve as a nerve centre

for social and cultural activities of
our people. We will also use it as a
prayer and worship place in the cap-
ital city", he stated.

The project was envisaged and

sanctioned in March 2007, but the
actual construction could commence
only in October 2010 after securing
fund from HUDCO and obtaining
obligatory clearance from authorities.

When asked about the settlement
of the long standing demand of the
Naga Peace Accord, Zeliang told ANT,
"Hopefully wehavebeen waiting and
expecting that something will come
out before Christmas or even before
election to be held next year".

Commenting on the creation of
seven new districts in Manipur which
hasbeen opposed by the United Naga
Council, Zeliang said, "Hopefully they
willarrive to some kind of conclusion.
Insomedistricts wrongfully theyhave
demarcated. Some corrective measures
are taking place already. The tripar-
tite talks held will definitely come out
with a permanent solution".

arrested from Lucow

CHHATTISGARH: In a major break-
through, asuspected Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist has been arrested from Lucknow
in Uttar Pradesh.The National Investigation
Agency (NIA), with the assistance of Uttar
Pradesh Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS), ar-
rested theterrorist from Charbagh Bus Stand
onTuesday.Some incriminating documents,
mobile phone and bank account details were
also seized from his possession, according
to an official statement.The accused, identi-
fied as Shaikh Abdul Nayeem, is a resident
of Aurangabad in Maharashtra.The security
force claimed that that accused did recon-
naissance of several tourist destinations in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh
forthe purpose of carrying out terror attacks.

A case has been registered against him,
and he has been sent to 10-day NIA custody
after Nayeem was produced before a Delhi

court.He was earlier arrested by the West
Bengal police in 2007 when he was infiltrat-
ing into India from Bangladesh along with
two Pakistanis and one Kashmiri.

However, he escaped from the judicial
custodyin Chhattisgarhin 2014.The accused
has been associated with a Pakistan based
LeT Commander and received funds from
LeT operatives based in UAE for setting up
bases in different parts of India.

India, Singapore vow to fight

Rahul Gandhi cannot see development in Gujarat: BJP

international terrorism

NEW DELHI: India and Singapore on
Wednesday vowed to fight international ter-
rorism.The resolve was echoed by Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and her Sin-
gapore counterpart Dr Ng Eng Hen at a joint
press conference after the conclusion of the
seconf Defence Ministers' Dialogue between
India and Singapore.

"India and Singapore remain committed
totackling transnational threats, in particu-
lar the menace posed by international ter-
rorism, Sitharaman said.

The Singapore Defence Minister said the
regional stability and the international rule
oflaw were essential for trade and commerce
to flourish.

He said, "India and Singapore have de-
cided on the approach to issues such as ter-
rorism and maritime security, which in-
cluded the capabilities in responding to
chemical, biological and radiological threats
as well as the need for information sharing
against the threat of terrorism."

Boththe countries also expressed concern
about the terrorism in Iraq and Syria.Sith-
araman said that both the countries also
discussed renewing the army agreement,
which is due for renewal next year.

"Wealso explored possibilities for expand-
ingin defenceresearch and developmentand
industry which has unrealized potential,”
Sitharaman said.

India and Singapore signed navy to navy
agreement during the bilateral defence
meeting."The signing of navy to navy agree-
ment today reflects our intention to further
deepen cooperative endeavorsin our shared
maritime domain to address mutual concerns.

Thisagreement willenable abroaderrange
of activities between our navies," Sitharaman
said.Both ministers looked forward to the
commemoration of the 25th anniversary of
the Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Ex-
ercise next year.

Dr Ng expressed his appreciation for In-
dia's continued support for the SAF's train-
ing in India, covered by the Air Force and
Army Bilateral Agreements.

On regional security, both Ministers re-
affirmed the importance of maintaining
maritime freedom of navigation and trade
consistent with international law.

Appreciating India's leading role in the
Indian Ocean Region, DrNgagreed to India's
proposal for continuous and institutionalised
naval engagements in their shared maritime
space, including establishing maritime ex-
ercises with like-minded regional/ ASEAN
partners.

DrNgexpressed hisappreciation for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's acceptance as
keynote speaker for the 2018 Shangri-La
Dialogue to articulate India's vision for a
stable Indo-Pacific region.

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) spokesperson Sudhans-
hu Trivedi said on Wednesday that
Congress vice-president Rahul Gan-
dhi could not see development in
Gujarat as his mind was trapped in a
time warp.

"Rahul Gandhi is unable to see
development in Gujarat.

His mindisstuckinthe pastwhen
it was corruption all over Gujarat
during their rule. Hindi proverb
'Sawan kandhe ko hariyali hinazar
ati hai' suits Rahul Gandhi," Trive-

di told ANT.

In his election rallies in the poll
bound state, Gandhi has charged
state and central governments of
doing little for the poor people in
Gujarat.He had also slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led govern-

ment for demonetisation and poor-
lyimplementing Goods and Serviced
Tax across the country.

The polling for 182 seats of Gu-
jarat Assembly will take place on
December 9 and 14 and votes will
be counted on December 18.

Law and order in Bihar will
remain in shambles: Tejashwi

Fs
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PATNA: Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader and Lalu Prasad Yadav's younger son
Tejashwi said on Wednesday that law and
order situation in Bihar would remain in
shambles as state chief minister himself was
an accused in murder case.

"Naturally, the law and order situation in
Biharwill be bad because the chief minister's

name is an accused in a murder case. Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar should give reply in
the matter," said the former deputy chiefmin-
ister.He further added that only two chief
ministers in the country were facing murder
charges. One is Nitish Kumar and other is
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
said Tejashwi, whois the Leader of Opposition
in state assembly.Scathing exchanges were
witnessed inside the state assembly on Tues-
day between Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi and Tejashwi over crime graph
of the state and benami property.

Tejashwi said there was not a single day
when peoplein Bihar do not open newspapers
orswitch on TV and not expect news of anew
scam.Reacting to this Sushil Modi said Lalu
Prasad Yadav should tell the house about be-
nami property worth about Rs. 1,000 crore
amassed by him.

Hadiya 'still’ struggling
for her 'freedom’

SALEM: Keralawoman
Hadiya, whohasbeen atthe
centre of love jihad contro-
versy, on Wednesday said
she asked for freedom from
the Supreme Court but she
was still not free.

Speaking to media out-

We are in the midst of an explosion of
digital technologies: Pres Kovind

KOLKATA: Emphasising on theim-
portance of innovation and discovery,
President Ram Nath Kovind said on
Wednesday that this new-era of cutting-
edge technologies should be embraced
bythe people.While addressing the clos-
ing ceremony of centenary celebrations

so multi-talented."He also appreciated
theinstitute's ventures to propagate sci-
ence among the public."The building of
an expanded Museum on the History of
Indian Science - which covers our sci-
entific endeavours from ancient times
to the 21st century - is also a welcome

Congress blind to India's
global recognition:
Jitendra Singh

b

SURAT: Minister of State in Prime Minister's Office,
Jitendra Singh, on Wednesday said that the Congress par-
ty leaders have turned a blind eye to the global recognition
Indiais getting from the world under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The minister's statement comes after the opposition
party criticised Prime Minister Modi for hosting US Pres-
ident Donald Trump's daughter Ivanka Trump at Global
Entrepreneurship Summit (GES).

Speaking to ANT, Singh said, "Prime Minister is an as-
setforus. Heisanicon. Heisarespected personality across
the world. Anand Sharma and other Congress people are
blind and they are not excepting the fact that India is de-
veloping alot under Prime Minister Modi's leadership. The
recognition India is getting from other countries, they (the
Congress party) are not trying to see that."

The Congress party's spokesperson, Anand Sharma,
had said that the prime minister belittled his position and
lowered the dignity of his office by hosting Ivanka Trump
at the event in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

of The Bose Institute in Kolkata, Presi-
dent Kovind said,

"Ourgreatest tribute to AcharyaJ.C.
Bose would be to embrace this new era
of innovation and discovery - just as he
embraced and led the process ofinnova-
tionand discoveryacenturyago."Speaking
on the occasion, the President also said
thatthe Bose Institute occupies a unique
and exalted positionin thelandscape of
Indian science as it was one of the earli-
estscientificinstitutes tobe established
in the country.

He appreciated the institute's con-
tribution not only in biological and
physical sciences research, but also in
itsactive social outreach programmein
rural Bengal through bio-technology
initiative.Highlighting J. C Bose's con-
tributions to science like demonstration

Speaking to ANI, Sharma had said, "We are surprised
that India has a prime minister, who has belittled his office
yesterday by being in attendance for Ivanka Trump, as it is
not for the Prime Minister of India to host her at the Fal-
aknuma Palace of the Nizam of Hyderabad. He is a prime
minister and he must not forget that."

Prime Minister Modi invited Ivanka Trump, whois also
a senior advisor to the White House, to the international
summit of entrepreneurs, during his visit to the United
States of America in June.

Speaking at the event, Ivanka praised the prime min-
ister, noting that "from your childhood selling tea to becom-
ing PM, you've proven that transformational change is
possible."Pitching for 'Make in India ' programme to the
entrepreneurs, Prime Minister Modi said, "Indian women
continue to lead in different walks of life. Our space pro-
grammes, including the Mars Orbiter Mission, have had
immense contribution from women scientists. Kalpana
Chawla and Sunita Williams, both of Indian origin, have
been part of US space missions.

venture.

I am confident it will inspire young
people, particularly school children, to
explore the wonder and fascination of
science," the President said.

Admiring the civil engineering feat
thatisthe Howrah Bridge, the President
said that Bengal was one of India's ear-
liest industrial and manufacturing
economies with peoplelike AcharyaP.C
Ray, Rajendra Nath Mookerjee and Bi-
ren Mookerjee.

"Clearly when Bengali scientists and
technologists turn entrepreneurs, they
canbevery, very successful. We need to
bring back the magic of that synthesis,"
he added.In conclusion, The President
expressed the need to spread the culture
of science and innovation down to the
grassroots of our society.

side the Sivaraj Homeopathic medical college here, Hadiya
said, "I am asking for basic rights that every Indian citizen
has. It has nothing to do with politics or caste. All I want is
to talk to people I like. I asked for freedom from the court.
I wanted to meet my husband but the fact is that I am not
free till now and that's the truth".

Meanwhile, Hadiya's father said that her husband Sha-
fin Jahan is a terrorist.

Earlier on Monday, the top court had freed Hadiya from
her parent's custody and sent her to college to pursue her
studies.Hadiya was in the custody of her parents for almost
sixmonths after the Kerala High Courthad in May annulled
her marriage with Jahan.

Hadiya, a Hindu by birth was converted to Islam after
marrying Jahan.The apex court has been hearing Hadiya's
case after Jahan approached the top court following his
marriage was annulled.While Hadiya's parents have been
alleging that her marriage was a case of 'love jihad' and that
she was converted to Islam forcibly, Hadiya has refuted
these claims so far.
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of wireless transmission of microwaves
and fabrication of the first semiconduc-
tor device in the world, the President
said, "He was also probably the first
scientist to study animal-like responses
of plants, using instruments crafted by
himself. This gaverise tointerdisciplin-
ary research in the area now known as
Biophysics. His work continues to influ-
ence our world even today.

Indeed, I understand Acharya J.C.
Bose was the first person in India to
write ascience fiction story. He wasjust
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Heart patch to repair damage after cardiac attack

Researchers have developed
a functioning artificial human
heart muscle large enough to
patch over damage typically seen
in patients who have suffered a
heartattack.Unlike some human
organs, the heart cannot regen-
erate itself after a heart attack.
The dead muscleis often replaced
by scar tissue that can no longer
transmit electrical signals or
contract, both of which are nec-
essary for smooth and forceful

heartbeats.The end result is a
disease commonly referred to
asheartfailure that affects over
12 million patients worldwide.

The heart patch developed
bybiomedical engineers at Duke
University in the US takes a
major step toward the goal of
repairing dead heart muscle in
human patients.

"Right now, virtually all exist-
ingtherapiesare aimed at reduc-
ing the symptoms from the dam-

age that's already been done to
theheart, butnoapproacheshave
been able to replace the muscle
that'slost, because onceit'sdead,
itdoes not growback onits own,"
said Ilya Shadrin, first author on
the study published onlinein the
journal Nature Communications.

"This is a way that we could
replace lost muscle with tissue
made outside the body," Shadrin
added.For heart patches towork,
it must be large enough to cover

the affected tissue. It must also
be just as strong and electrically
active as the native heart tissue,
orelsethediscrepancy could cause
improper beating of the heart.
"Creating individual cardiac
muscle cells is pretty common-
place, but people have been focused
on growing miniature tissues for
drug development," Nenad Bur-
sac, Professor of Biomedical En-
gineering at Duke, said.
"Scaling it up to this size is

something that has never been
done and it required a lot of en-
gineeringingenuity," Bursacsaid.

The cells for the heart patch
were grown from human plu-
ripotent stem cells -- the cells
that can become any type of cell
in the body.

Tests showed that the heart
muscle in the patch was fully
functional, with electrical, me-
chanical and structural properties
that resemble those of a normal,

healthy adult heart.

"Thisis extremely difficult to
do, asthelarger the tissue that is
grown, the harderitistomaintain
the same properties throughout
it," said Bursac.

"Equally challenginghasbeen
makingthe tissues maturetoadult
strength on a fast timescale of
five weeks while achieving prop-
ertiesthattypically take years of
normal human development,”
Bursac added.

Theresearchers showed that
these cardiac patches survive,
becomevascularised and maintain
their function when implanted
onto mouse and rat hearts.

Foraheartpatchtoeveractu-
allyreplace the work of dead car-
diac muscle in human patients,
however, itwould need tobe much
thicker than the tissue grown in
this study.

Theresearcherssaid they were
working on making it possible.

Initiative launched to reduce
cardiovascular disease-related deaths

E xercise alone may not protect

Microbes in baby's digestive

The Union Health Ministry on Tuesday
launched aninitiative aimed at reducing dis-
ability and cardiovascular disease-related
deaths in the country.

The India Hypertension Management
Initiative (IHMI) waslaunched in collabora-
tion with the Department of Health Research
(DHR) and the Indian Council of Medical
Research ICMR).

According to an official statement by the
health ministry, around 200 million adults
in India suffer from high blood pressure, but
studies suggest that in rural areas, only a
quarter of the population with hypertension
are aware of their condition.

Inurbanareas, around 40 percent people
with hypertension are aware of their condition
and only around 20 per cent have their blood
pressure under control, it said.

Accordingtothe statement, thisinitiative
aims at strengthening the cardiovascular
disease component of the government's Na-
tional Program for Control of Cancer, Diabe-
tes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke
(NPCDCS).

It will focus on strengthening hyperten-
sion management and monitoring at pri-
mary health care level, within the existing

healthcaresystem andisinlinewiththe WHO's
Global Hearts Initiative and national guide-
lines. The ICMR, Public Health Foundation
of India (PHFI) and IHME's 'India: Health
of the Nation's States' report published this
month, mentions that every state now suffers
from a higher burden of non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) and injuries than infectious
diseases.Thereport states that the risk factors
for heart attack and stroke are increasingly
prevalent in every state.

"Hypertension is the single biggest risk
factor for heart attacks and stroke in India
and often detected only after occurrence of
deadly complications,” Dr Soumya Swami-
nathan, Secretary, DHR and Director-Gen-
eral, ICMR said.

"This initiative will enable state govern-
ments working alongside the other IHMI
partners toimprove treatment for hyperten-
sion and achieve our shared goal of reducing
deaths due cardiovascular disease," she said.

The government has adopted a national
action plan for prevention and control of non-
communicable diseases with specific targets
to be achieved by 2025, including a 25 per
cent reduction in overall mortality due to
cardiovascular diseases.

your knees: Study

Weight loss achieved by a combination
of diet and exercise can significantly help
slowdown the degeneration of knee cartilage,
than exercise alone, finds a study.

The knee joint is a common site of osteo-
arthritis -- a degenerative joint disease that
affects more than a third of adults over the
age of 60 --and in many people the condition
progresses until total knee replacement be-
comes necessary.

"Oncethe cartilageislostin osteoarthri-
tis, the disease cannotbereversed," said lead
author Alexandra Gersing, from the Univer-
sity of California-San Francisco.

Weightloss hasbeen shown to slow down
cartilage degeneration in overweight and
obese individuals, but it was unclear if the
method used tolose weight made a difference.

Forthe study, presented at the 103rd Sci-
entific Assembly and Annual Meeting of
Radiological Society of North America in
Chicago, the team investigated cartilage de-
generation and joint abnormalities over the
course of 96 months in 380 overweight men
and women.

The participants either had mild to mod-
erate osteoarthritis or risk factors for the
disease and were divided into a group of 380
patients who lost weight through diet and
exercise, diet alone and exercise alone.

Cartilage degeneration was significantly
lower among people who lost weight through
diet and exercise or diet alone.

Weightlossthrough exercise alone showed
no significant difference in cartilage degen-
eration, the researchers said.

"Theseresults add to the hypothesis that
solely exercise as a regimen in order to lose
weight in overweight and obese adults may
notbe asbeneficial tothe kneejoint as weight
loss regimens involving diet," Gersing said.

Male triathletes
may be putting their
hearts at risk: Study

Male triathletes, who participate in multiple-stage
competition, including swimming, cycling and running,
face a higher risk of a harmful heart condition, a study
has found.The increased risk, which was not evident in
female triathletes, was directly associated with the ath-
letes' amount of exercise, according to the research being
presented this week at the annual meeting of the Radio-
logical Society of North America (RSNA).Myocardial fi-
brosis is scarring of the heart. It usually affects the
pumping chambers, also known as the ventricles. The
condition might progress to heart failure."The clinical
relevance of these scars is currently unclear. However,
they might be a foundation for future heart failure and
arrhythmia,” said lead author Jitka Starekova, from the

cardiovascular diseases.

The findings showed that if the
prices of all the seven dietary items
--fruits, vegetables, whole grains, nuts
seeds, processed and unprocessed red
meatsand sugarydrinks--were altered
10 per cent each, an estimated 23,000
deaths per year could be prevented.

diometabolic disease deaths.

estimation of 63,000 deaths prevent-
ed per year, or 9.2 per cent of all car-

"We found that modest price
changes on healthy and unhealthy
foods would help decrease overall
cardiometabolic deaths. The largest
changes were viewed after reducing
the prices of fruits and vegetables and
increasing the price of sugary drinks,"
said Jose L. Penalvo, Assistant Profes-
sor at the Tufts University in Boston,
the US. While taxes on sugar-sweetened
beverages reduced diabetes deaths,
subsidies on fruits and vegetables de-
creased deaths caused by stroke, re-

Reducing cost of food items may
help reduce death risk

Cuttingdown the prices for healthy
food items such as fruits, vegetables,
and nuts could save thousands oflives
per year, a new study has found.

Besides, increasing the tax rates
onjunk foodsincluding sugar-sweet-
enedbeveragesand red meatcanreduce
the deaths caused by diabetes and

Moreover, the results suggest that
financialincentives to purchasehealthy
food, and disincentives to purchase
unhealthy foods, can prove successful

tract linked to asthma

r

Researchers have found that microbes in a baby's
digestive tract may also be involved in exposing him
to asthma in later stages of life.

The study suggeststhat the family risk for asthma,
typically passed from mothers to babies, may not be a
result of genetics alone.

Thefinding suggests that modifyingthe infant gut
microbiome, the community of microorganisms or
bacteria thatlive in the digestive tracts, could reduce
their risk of developing asthma.

In the study, the researchers found that baby boys
born to pregnant mothers with asthma -- who are
typically at the highest risk for developing asthma in
early childhood -- were also one-third as likely to have
agutmicrobiome with specific characteristicsat three
to four months of age.

"We saw a significant reduction in the family of
microbes called Lactobacillus in Caucasian baby boys
born to pregnant women who had asthma, and this
was especially evident if the asthmatic mother had
allergies or was overweight," said senior author of the
study Anita Kozyrskyj from University of Alberta in
Canada.Thesefindings provide thefirstevidence that
maternal asthma during pregnancy may be associ-
ated with changes in an infant's gut microbes, Kozyr-
skyj said."Our discovery, with more research, could
eventually lead to a preventative approach involving
modifyingthe gut microbiome in infantstoreduce the
risk," she explained.

Theresearch involved over 1,000 mothers and their
infants.The study also found that maternal asthma
had animpactonthe gutbacterial profile of baby girls,
but in a different way.

"Baby girls were morelikely to have higher amounts
of bacteria in the Bacteroidaceae family, which are
important for maintaining the mucus barrier that
protects gut cells from damage by harmful substances,"
said Kozyrskyj.

"We speculate that thismay protect baby girls from
developing asthma in early life. On the other hand,
changestobacterial composition specific tobaby girls

may increase theirrisk for developing asthma during
puberty, when the gender switch in asthma occurs,"

A 30 per cent price change almost
tripled that approximation with an

University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorfin Ger-
many.Researchers studied a group of triathletes, includ-

vealed the study published in the
journal BMC Medicine.

in meaningfully reducing cardiomet-
abolic disease disparities.

ing 55 men (average age 44) and 30 women (average age
43).The study group underwent cardiac MRI exams with
the contrast agent gadolinium, which is taken up
by both normal and injured heart mus-
cle tissue.Gadolinium washes out § i
quickly in normal heart tissue, howev-
er much more slowly in scarred tissue,
revealing a difference in contrast be-
tween normal and injured heart
muscle after approximately
10 minutes.This phe-
nomenon, known as
late gadolinium en-
hancement, is a use-
ful tool for detection
of myocardial fibro-
sis.Evidence of myo-
cardial fibrosis was
apparent in the left
ventricle - the
heart's main pump-
ing chamber - in 10
of 55 of the men,
or 18 per cent, but
in none of the
women.There are
several possible fac-
tors for the link be-
tween the amount of ex-
ercise and the risk of
myocardial fibrosis, ac-
cording to Starekova.
Higher exercise-in-
duced systolic blood pres-
sure may result in greater
myocardial mass, she said,
and more exercise might ex-
pose the athlete to a higher
risk of myocarditis, or inflam-
mation of the heart muscle.These
factors, in combination with re-
peatedly increased stress of
the left ventricular wall due to
exercise, could injure the
heart muscle.

® 00 ©

she added.

Diabetes, obesity reason
behind rise in cancer cases
worldwide: Study

Cancer has disturbingly been linked
to an unhealthy lifestyle by previous
studies and as per a new research, out of
nearly six percent of new cancers diag-
nosed worldwide in 2012, some 800,000
cases were caused by diabetes and obesi-
ty.Among the 12 types of cancer exam-
ined, the percentage of cases chalked up
to these factors was as high as a third, re-
searchers reported in The Lancet Diabe-
tes & Endocrinology, a leading medical
journal. Cancers stemming from diabetes
and obesity combined was almost twice
as common among women than men,
they found.

And of the two cancer-causing agents,
being overweight or obese — above 25 on
the body-mass index, or BMI — was re-
sponsible for twice as many cancers as di-
abetes. The conditions, in reality, are of-
ten found together, as obesity is itself a
leading risk factor for diabetes.

"While obesity has been associated
with cancer for some time, the link be-
tween diabetes and cancer has only been
established quite recently," said lead au-
thor Jonathan Pearson-Stuttard, a clini-
cal research fellow at Imperial College
London's Faculty of Medicine. "Our study
shows that diabetes — either on its own or
combined with being overweight — is re-
sponsible for hundreds of thousands of

cancer cases each year across the world."

A surge in both conditions over the
last four decades has made the tally sig-
nificantly worse, the study showed.

The global increase in diabetes be-
tween 1980 and 2002 accounted for a
quarter of the 800,000 cases,

While the obesity epidemic over the
same period resulted in an additional 30
percent of cases.

On current trends, the share of can-
cers attributable to the two conditions
will increase by 30 percent for women
and 20 percent for men in less than 20
years, the researchers warned.

"In the past, smoking was by far the
major risk factor for cancer, but now
healthcare professionals should also be
aware that patients who have diabetes or
are overweight also have an increased
risk," Pearson-Stuttard, said.

For men, obesity and diabetes ac-
counted for a more than 40 percent of liv-
er cancers,

While for women they were responsi-
ble for a third of uterine cancers, and
nearly as many cases of breast cancer.

The threshold for obesity is a BMI —
one's weight in kilos divided by one's
height (in centimetres) squared — of 30.
Persons with a BMI of 25 to 29.9 are con-
sidered to be overweight.

Scientist identify enzyme linked to
poor survival rate in leukemia patients

High levels of an enzyme known to sup-
press the immune system may put patients
diagnosed with the most common form of
leukemia at the risk of early death, say re-
searchers including one of Indian-origin.

High levels of this enzyme, indoleamine
2,3 dioxygenase, or IDO, at diagnosis can
also identify those who might benefit most
by taking an IDO inhibitor along with their
standard therapy, said the study published
in the journal Scientific Reports.

"We want to help people who are not re-
sponding to treatment and are dying very
soon after their diagnosis,” said Ravindra
Kolhe from Medical College of Georgia at
Augusta University in the US.

The researchers found that increased

IDO expression in the bone marrow biopsy
of patients with acute myeloid leukemia, or
AML, correlated with lower overall sur-
vival rates and early mortality.

It also indicates that IDO expression
should routinely be measured when the di-
agnosticbone marrow biopsy is performed,
Kolhe said.An early phase clinical study is
already underway to begin to explore the
IDO inhibitor's clinical potential in these
patients, the researchers said.

"We wanted to look at what makes this
leukemia so aggressive thatinitial induction
chemotherapy is not working," Kolhe said.

While everyone hasthe IDO gene, it's the
cancer cellsin this scenario that activate the
disabler of the immune response, he said.
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Men need to understand that women are
their equals, says Cherie Blair at GES

HYDERABAD: There is aneed
to change the perception of society
and especially young men towards
working women and their careers,
said Cherie Blair, founder of the
Cherie Blair Foundation on Wednes-
dayin Hyderabad at the 8th edition
of Global Entrepreneurship Summit
(GES)."If women got to do anything
in this world, we have to do some-
thing about men. Men need to un-
derstand that they are their equals,
Men need to understand that wom-
enfaceobstaclesthattheydon'tand
men need to do their share aswell,"
said Blair who is also the wife of
former British Prime Minister Tony
Blair.Stressing that the mindset of
society plays animportantrole, she
said that young men need to change
theirthinking thatawomen's career
is secondary to theirs.

Explaining the difficulties that
women entrepreneurs face, she said
even now also, many women were
told about what they could not do,
rather than what they could do.

Blairalso expressed disappoint-

mentat India's dismal women work-
force participation while emphasiz-
ing that it was a disadvantage for
the economy and giving the neces-
sary tools of information, technol-
ogy and capital could help women

surpass many barriers.

"More women being part of
workforce will lead to stronger
economies. Most of the research
shows that, Mackenzie recently
published areport which shows that

the World GDP will increase by 28
trillion dollars if women are given
access to opportunities that men
have," Blair added.

Blairwas speaking at the "Work-
force Development and Skills Train-
ing" session moderated by K.T. Rama
Rao, Minister for IT E&C, Telan-
ganaatthe Global Entrepreneurship
Summit 2017.

Theother panelists at the Session
included Chanda Kochhar, Manag-
ing Director and CEO, ICICI Bank,
Karen Quintos, Chief Customer
Officer, Dell EMCand Ivanka Trump,
Advisor to the President of the
United States.

With the theme of "Women First,
Prosperity for All," this is the first
GESinwhich women are participat-
ing in majority with over 52.5 per
cent of the participants.

Emaar India wins
Developer and Employer
of the Year awards

NEW DELHI: Emaar India, the iconic brand and glob-
al property developer, scored big by winning the Developer
of the Year-Residential and Employer of the Year awards at
the DNA Real Estate and Infrastructure Awards 2017.

The company quadrupled its awards kitty at the glitter-
ing ceremony held at Hotel Taj Lands End, Mumbai by
winning four awards during the event.

Along with the Developer of the Year-Residential and
Employer of the Year awards, Emaar India also bagged the
Residential Property of the Year award for its Emerald Hills
project, and the CSR Initiative of the Year by a Real Estate
Firm award for its 'Guardians of Hope' Creche program.
Emaar India was announced the winner basis a thorough
scrutiny and judgment by a jury of leading real estate and
infrastructure industry professionals from across the
country."We are humbled by this recognition of our efforts
towards faster project delivery and maintaining high qual-
ity in our product and customer care to achieve greater
customer happiness. As a socially responsible corporate,
we have also embarked upon many social engagement pro-
grams with an aim to make a difference in the lives of the
project labor and their families and the communities we
operatein. We are particularly proud of the relentless efforts
being put in by our team members in this journey towards
achieving excellence," said Sanjay Malhotra, Chief Executive
Officer, Emaar India.With a renewed focus, Emaar Indiais
giving impetus to accelerate development and enhanced
deployment of resources for expedited completion of all its
ongoing projects, to deliver 11,000 units by end of FY 2018-
19. To achieve this target, the project teams have been re-
vamped and labour deployment has been exponentially
increased across its project sites.

Theimpactis already visible with Emaar India receiving
Occupancy Certificates for more than 2600 unitsin thelast
16 months, while the Company has applied for occupancy

Microsoft plans to upgrade Redmond
headquarters; to expand work-space capacity

NEW YORK: Microsoft Corpora-
tion's headquarters is all set to get a
makeover, asthe company announced
its plans of executing a multi-year
campus refresh project next fall.

Once complete, the Redmond
headquarters, which hasbeen Micro-
soft's home since 1986, will turn into
asprawling campus with 131 buildings
-including the equivalent of 180 foot-
ball fields of new and renovated space
- of modern workspace for the 47,000
employees who work here every day,
plus room to expand operations and
add up to 8,000 more people, accord-
ing to a blog written by the company.

"At a time when space is at a pre-
mium and many companies are look-
ing for room to grow, we recognise
thatour 500-acrecampusin Redmond,
Washington, isaunique asset. Neigh-
boring avibranturban core, suburban
towns, lakes, mountains and miles of
forest, it's one of Microsoft's crown
jewels. And as we continue to grow
and look to create the best workplace
inthetech sector, Microsoft will invest
right here in Redmond, our home for
more than 30 years," the blog stated.

Thesoftwaregiant's present head-
quarters presently consists of 125
buildings on. With the new projectin
place, the Redmond campus will in-

clude 18 newbuildings and 6.7 million
square feet of renovated workspace.

The project will involve roughly
2,500 construction and development
jobs, and will take five to seven years
to complete. The company, through
this development, not only aims to
createaworld-class work environment
tohelpretainand attract the bestand
brightest global talent, but also aims
to construct a campus that can be
builtin a "fiscally smart way with low
environmental impact.""As our em-
ployees create the tools and services
of the future workspace for our cus-
tomers, it's important they have a
campus that reflects that future for
themselves. Wewill createthatworkplace
in part by applying our learnings from
ourotherrecentcampusredevelopment
projects in Redmond, Vancouver B.C.
and the Paddington office in London,
and how they have enabled teams to
collaborate, showcase our workspace
and related technologies for customers
and, most importantly, enhance the
experience for employees," the blog
noted.Through the new campus, Mi-
crosoft also aims to make the environ-
ment less formal, divided into a series
of "team neighborhoods" while captur-
ingmorenaturallightand fostering the
type of creativity that willlead to ongo-

inginnovation to advancetheindustry
and benefit our customers.

Further, Microsoft says it will ren-
ovate the exterior to create more op-
portunitiestoexercise, playand connect
with nature for their employees and
thosewholivenearby. The plansinclude
a two acre open plaza that will fit up to
12,000 people, running and walking
trails, facilities for soccer and cricket,
and retail space.The new buildings,
Microsoft says, will focus on inclusive
design and accessible technology to
empower all employees. The campus
will be built for pedestrians and bikes
with all cars moved toan underground
parking facility. It will also build off the
region's smart investments in trans-
portation by constructing a foot- and
cyclist-only bridge across WA-520
that will connect both sides of the
campus and tie into the future Red-
mond Technology Transit Station where
Link Light Rail will arrive in 2023.
Microsoft, as a Zero Waste Certified
campus, will continueto focus further
on waste-reduction initiatives. Ad-
ditionally, it will continue to fully fund
transit options for employees, includ-
ing ORCA transit cards, carpool and
vanpool, and Microsoft-run employ-
ee Connectorbuses and othervehicles
to supplement existing options.

Sankhya InfoTech unveils
strategic roadmap
and vision

BENGALURU: Sankhya InfoTech Limited, the largest
simulation and cloud based training management solutions
provider with specific focus on aerospace and defense sector
on Wednesday unveiled its strategic direction and roadmap
to accelerate growth and capitalise on global market oppor-
tunities.As part of the aggressive growth initiative, Sankhya
willlook to rapidly expand operations in markets in Americas,
and South-East Asia besides further strengthening its pres-
ence in Europe and MENA region. Listed on BSE, Sankhya's
annual turnover was Rs.161.60 crores in the last fiscal. Over
1.5 million users across 50 global locations spread in four
continents are empowered by Sankhya's innovative technol-
ogy and solutions.Hyderabad-based Sankhya, founded in
1997, has emerged to become a leader in the training and
simulation field. Given the advancesin technology, the train-
ing and simulation industry is experiencing massive trans-
formational change and Sankhya has been on the forefront
of this change. The company was the world's first in launch-
ing internet based training to aviation pilots and is now the
first and only company to offer evidence based training with
immersive experiential training tools.

The company's flagship training and simulation systems
comprehensively address the needs for building competency
especially in sectors which are subject to strict regulatory
compliance and safety norms. For nearly two decades, Sankhya
hashad a strong presence in Aerospace and Defense working
with leaders Airbus, Boeing, Embraer, Etihad and Safran
Aircraft Engines (previously Snecma).

Sankhyaislaunching an analytics and artificial intelligence
based solution that predicts specific training needs, custom-
sed for an individual, over an immersive experience.

Thisis a giantleap in training technology, opening major
vistas for further expansion in aerospace defense, medical
and energy sectors.At the unveiling, Sankhya also announced
the new Board of Directors. Bhaskar Pramanik, Former Chair-
man, Microsoft, Corporation (India) Pvt. Ltd. and former
MD, Oracle and Sun Microsystems India; Anil Valluri, Pres-
ident, NetApp India and SAARC; Ravindran Govindan,
Founder and Executive Chairman, Mercatus Capital Pte Ltd
have joined the team.

"I am excited to join the board of Sankhya Infotech as an
Independent Director. The global training and simulation
market for enterprises in Aerospace and Defense is multiple
billions of dollars. Training is critical for such industries
because of safety, security and regulatory requirements.
Given its track record and customer references, Sankhya's
opportunity to address the global market with its innovative
state of the art technology solutions and services isimmense.
My global experience at technology majors Microsoft, Oracle
and Sun Microsystems will help Sankhya scale operations
profitably,” said Bhaskar Pramanik.

"What excites me is the market potential and ability to
leverage technologies such asimmersive virtual reality, cloud
and analytics to deliver enhanced learning and guide Sankhya
Infotech to grow at scale.

My interest in customer use cases and technology adop-
tion are key factors for me to get on board. With over 32 years
inhigh tech industryin marketing, sales and general manage-
ment, I look forward to adding value to Sankhya's market
growth and technology expansion plans,” added Anil Valluri,
President, NetApp India and SAARC.

Sridhar Krishna, Chairman and MD said, "Where mission
critical operations are involved, customers need both simu-
lation and a strong training management platform and this
has been our core competency for two decades.

certificates of another 3,000 units. s 5 s r L
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Arsenal
midfielder Santi
Cazorla suffers

fresh injury
setback

LONDON: Arsenal midfielder
Santi Cazorla has suffered an-
other setback in his on-going in-
jury nightmare after undergoing
further Achilles tendon surgery.

The Spain international has
not featured for Arsenal since a
6-0 Champions League win over
Ludogorets last October and re-
vealed earlierthis month the extent
of an ordeal that almost led to his
foot being amputated.

Cazorla has undergone mul-
tiple surgeries on his right ankle
and lost eight centimetres from
the tendon, while he contracted
an infection that left him at risk
of losing his foot to gangrene.In
the interview with Marca, the
32-year-old said he hoped toreturn
to action for Arsenal in January
butthose ambitionshave nowbeen
dashed.Once again, infection is
the source of the problem and Ca-
zorla tweeted: “Due to some dis-
comfort in the tendon that has
dragged on for the last few days,
I have had to undergo surgery.“It
is delaying the date of return to
the pitch. I maintain the hope
and motivation to enjoy my great
passion, soccer.” Ca-

zorlajoined Arse-
nal from Malaga
Vi in 2012 and has
% i/ made 180 ap-
- pearancesinall
competitions,
.. scoring29timesand
winning two FA

MS Dhoni greetedwith ‘Boom Bom

4

Afridi’ chants in Jammu and Kashmir

NEW DELHI: MS Dhoni’s visit
toJammu and Kashmirhas gener-
ated plenty of headlinesin the coun-
try. From making his views clear
onIndiavs Pakistan tointeracting
withyoungstersinthe Kash-

mir valley, the former
Indiaskipperhashad

. abusy time.
' Dhoni, whois
anhonoraryLt
\  Col in the
h . army,
was

chief-guest of an army-sponsored
cricket tournament in the valley. It
was during his visit recently to the
stadium in Jammu and Kashmir
thatavideo emerged where people
present were greeting the former
Indiaskipperwith chants of ‘Boom,
Boom Afrid?’, in reference to Paki-
stan’s former talismanicall-round-
er Shahid Afridi.

Thesecurity personnel deployed
atthevenuetried pushingthe crowd
back but to no avail as the crowd
kept chanting the Pakistan all-
rounder’s name.

Afridi had retired from inter-

national cricket last year but his
achievements had made him a cult
figure in Pakistan. During the
crickettournamentin Kunzer, which
is 35 kms from Srinagar, Dhoni had
said, “An India-Pakistan cricket
seriesis much morethanjustsport.
It’s not a simple decision.

It’s a diplomatic as well as po-
litical decision. It’s best left to the
government to take a call.”

The Pakistan Cricket Board had
sent a legal notice to the Board of
Control for Cricketin India, initiat-
ing proceedings to seek compensa-
tion for failing to honour the Mem-

orandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed between the two cricket
boards in 2014.

The BCCI has made it amply
clear, that it won’t play any series
with Pakistan, given the current
tension between the two nations.

Indialast played a bilateral Test
series against Pakistanin 2007 while
thelastbilateral ODI and Twenty20
International series was held in
India in 2012. The two teams play
each other only in International
Cricket Council tournaments like
the Champions Trophy, World T20
and the World Cup.

Ashes: Chris
Woakes desperate

for Ben Stokes to
make England
return

LONDON: It remainsto be seenif Ben Stokes will
be able to feature in the Ashes, but England team-
mate Chris Woakesis optimistic. England will welcome
back Ben Stokes “with open arms” if he is cleared to
play in the Ashes, according to team-mate Chris
Woakes.Stokes will not be considered for selection
by the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) until
the conclusion of a police investigation following his
arrestin Bristolin September on suspicion of causing
actual bodily harm.The 26-year-old has arrived in
his native New Zealand, where he is expected to ap-
pear for first-class side Canterbury.And with the
tourists seeking to respond to a 10-wicket loss to
Australiain the opening Test in Brisbane, Woakes is
desperate for the starall-rounderto play a partin the
series.“Asan England team, we'd like to see him here,”
he said.“As a player, as a friend, I'd like to see him
here. No onelikes tosee what he’sbeen through. We'd
have him here with open arms.

“Ben’s a world-class cricketer and he’d make any
team in the world better. But there is still a police
investigation going on, so from that side of things we
don’t know any more than you do.

“The fact he’s out there [New Zealand] playing
cricket means he’s a little bit closer to Australia if he
was able to join the squad.“We've all seen he’s been
training indoors, but that can only get you so far.
Nothing beats playing cricket outdoors. It’s great to
see him back doing what he loves and what he’s good
at.”As they prepare for the second Test, which starts
in Adelaide on Saturday, Woakes feels England can
be encouraged by their early efforts at the Gabba,
before a second-innings collapse sealed their fate.

“A lot of people wrote us off before we arrived,”
he said.“And yes, looking at the scorecard for that
first Test, you'd think we’ve been hammered.

“But we actually take some positives out of that
game, having performed really well for three days.

“If we can do that for longer in Adelaide, we've
got a good chance of going 1-1.”

A midnight curfew has also been imposed on
England’s players after it emerged Jonny Bairstow
was involved in a bizarre incident with opponent
Cameron Bancroftduring a tour match in Perth, when
the wicketkeeper-batsman greeted the Australian
with a headbutt.

Woakes, though, insists the curfew will not impact
the players’ normal activities.

Sachin Tendulkar’s iconic No.10 jersey
may be retired by BCCI - This is why

MUMBALI: The No.10 jersey
that Sachin Tendulkar made his
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Sachin Tendulkar's

himself, stating that he picked
the number for numerological

ed to for wearing the number.
Thereisno precedence of ajersey

iconicN 0101 er. Sey own may not be seen on an In- reasons.“It’s a very individual number being retired in honour
H dianplayerinthenearfuturewith  choice. If players don’t want to  ofaplayerininternational crick-
m’g ht not be worn by the BCCI claimingthatcricketers ~ wearacertainnumber,onecan’t et. Tendulkar’s IPL team, the
any Indian cricket are unwilling to don it out of re-  force them. ICC might just tell Mumbai Indians, had, however,
spect for the icon despite the you that a team can'’t officially  retired the No.10 shirtinhishon-
team player s asthe absence of any plan to formally retire ajersey butit would never  our. Iconic jersey numbers have
retireit.Tendulkarretiredin2013  tellyouthatit’smandatorytowear always had a strong emotive ap-
Board Of Con trOlf or and since then, the No.10 jersey = thatnumber,”a BCClI officialtold pealininternational football but
Cricketin India claims has only been seen once on an  PTL “The BCCIhasnottakenany even FIFAhasneverallowed any
Indian player when Shardul such call (retiring the No.10 jer-  particular number being retired

that playel" sdare Thakur wore it earlier this year  sey). It’s a very informal thing in honour of a player.

on his ODI debut during the tour
of Sri Lanka.

The 26-year-old pacer was
trolled on social media for his
choiceandlater went on to explain

However, clubs have done so,
the most famous instance being
Italian team Napoliretiring Mara-
dona’s No.10jersey to honour his
legendary stint with the side.

among players. Also you don’t
want young players to be abused
like it happened with Shardul
Thakur,” he added referring to
the trolling Thakur was subject-

unwilling to don it out
of respect for theicon.

ABde Villiers sets sights on Test comeback,
could play warm-up game vs Zimbabwe

MUMBALI: AB de Villiers, who

Umar Akmal declared ‘dead’ on social
media, Pakistan cricketer clarifies

LAHORE: Umar Ak-

mal has endured atough has not made a Test appearance for
couple of days after the the South African cricket team since
Pakistan batsman was January lastyear, could turn out for
rumoured tobedeclared a South African Invitation XI in

dead on social media.
Umar, who is currently
not featuring in the
Pakistan national crick-
etteam, putoutamessage
toassurefansofhiswell-
being.The 27-year-old
batsman, who has also
kept wickets, posted on
Twitter, “Allhamdulillah

warm-up game in a bid make his
comeback to the format, reported
ESPNecricinfo.

The three-day warm-up match
will be played against the Zimbabwe
cricket team from December 20-22.
The visitors will be using the friend-
ly game to prepare for the maiden
four-day Test match against South
Africa that is scheduled a few days

Iamsafen perfectlyfine later.“We'd like to get him back in
in Lahore all news com- whites as soon as possible and we
ing from social mediais have some plans in place. There’s

fake. And Insha Allah I

will join #National2ocup2017 #Semifi-
nale” He also posted a video reinstating
the same, alsourging people not tospread
fakenewssuchasthis. “Assalaam alaikum

the practice match which will be
good for him,” Linda Zondi, South
Africa’s convener of selectors told
ESPNcricinfo. _ -

“The manner in which he has S

against protests organised by a religious
group. The violence ended up claiming
six lives and Umar Akmal was reported
to have been one of the victims to have

guys (Peace be unto you). By the grace of
Allah T am safe. All the news doing the
rounds is fake. You will see me live at the
semifinals. And I request everyone not
to spread news like this. Thank you very
much.” Umar Akmal’s rumoured ‘death
is another instance of fake news being
circulated. The incident has its roots in
anincident which occurredinIslamabad.

Armed forces violently took action

lost their lives in the clash. Many social
media users posted images of one of the
deceased, claiming it was Umar Akmal.
But with the 27-year old cricketer coming
out to assure the world that he is alive
thus squashing any such claims, further
revealing that he will participate in the
National T20 Cup when his side -- Lahore
Whites take on Faisalabad in the semifi-
nals in Rawalpindi on November 29.

played has shown that he is ready.
It was never a case of him being rusty
but just about getting him match
fitness,” added Zondi, indication the
right-handed batsman’s run of form
in the Ram Slam T20 matches.
Injuries had sidelined De Villiers
from the long format, having last
played his last Test match against
England at SuperSport Park in
January 2016. A self-proclaimed

break from the format in 2017 had
led to speculation of his retirement.

“I'vehad time athometo get fresh,
time to work on my body, and time
to work on skills I've not worked on
in manyyears,” ESPNcricinfo quot-
ed Villiers as saying.

“T've sort of rediscovered that
love of the game. I've not had an
off-season where I've gone to nets
to work on my skills and technique

for ages. Last year, in the peak of
the season, I was less ready for Test
cricket than I am now.”

“It will be nice to go out there
and spend some time on my legs.
Form-wise I feel ready, but it’s im-
portant to stand in the field for a
while and hopefully getalong knock,”
De Villiers said.

De Villiers had turned out for
South Africa against New Zealand

and England inlimited overs format
earlier this year, after which was
seen in action against Bangladesh.

Whether he will make the Test
side is a matter of contention.

Even Zondi appears tobe unsure
of the same.

“For us as selectors, it’s about
getting him into the squad and then
itwill be worked out from there. It’s
anice problem to have,” said Zondi.
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