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CM'S PUBLIC OUTREACH
Mehbooba visits Pahalgam, reviews
tourist facilities, beautification
works mteracts with hotellers

in Parliament: Faroo

SRINAGAR: Veteran politician
Farooq Abdullah has said the efforts
ofthe Centre’s special representative
for Kashmir can move forward only
if Dineshwar Sharma’s final reportis
tabled in the two Houses of Parliament
for discussion.

The former Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister, who was re- elected
president of the National Conference,
the state’s main opposition party,
stressed that New Delhi also needed
to explain what it wished to achieve
by appointing Sharma as a special
representative for talks on Kashmir.

Different voices emerging from
power corridors had reduced him to
a“zero” even before he could start the
talks, he said.

Abdullah, 80, stressed he had
never been against talks, but was
“baffled by the lack of clarity” on the
Centre’s move.

“Even before he (Sharma) was to
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visit the Valley, there were dlfferent
voices emerging from New Delhi in-
cluding that from the ministerin PMO
(Jitendra Singh) who said Sharma
was not aninterlocutor,” the ex-chief
minister said.

Sharma’s mandate, headded, was
not clear to anybody in Kashmir.

“So we are confused about what
he is and what his agenda is going to
be,” the Lok Sabha member said here.

Asked why he did not meet Shar-
ma, who was on a four-day visit to the
Valleylast week, Abdullah replied, “I
thoughtit’s of nouse until Delhi makes
it clear that he has some powers and

that whatever he finally recommends
will be taken up in Parliament. That
is the only way forward.”

Abdullah also referred to earlier
such moves.

“The past has shown that none of
such efforts has been sincere. Does
anyonetalk about thereport prepared
by Dileep Padgaonkar and his team,
Radha Kumar and M M Ansari?”

The Congress-led UPA Govern-
ment had appointed the three- mem-
berteam fortalksin Kashmirin 2010.
In2012,itsubmitted itsreport which
favoured “meaningful autonomy” for
the state, while preservingits distinct
diversities.

“Till date, thatreport has not seen
the light of day. It is collecting dust
in the home ministry. The best thing
would have been to table that report
in both the Houses of Parliament,”
Abdullah said.

» SeeFarooq...Pg 02

PAHALGAM, NOVEMBER 12: On the
second day of her tour to Anantnag district
in connection with the Public Outreach pro-
gramme, Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti
today visited the famed tourist resort here
today. She enquired about the touristarrivals,
sanitation, preparations for the winter festi-
val and other facilities available to tourists
here.

The Chief Minister visited Pahalgam Club
and took stock of the facilities put in place for
the visitors. She also visited some other plac-
esinthe town where developmental activities
are going on and asked for pacing them up.

Mehbooba Mufti, on the occasion, was
briefed about various beautification works at
the tourist spot under execution. She was
informed that beautification of Aru village is
under execution at a cost of Rs, 1.37 crore
which involves Rs. 70 lac fencing project for
the 1500 kanal park.

» SeeMehbooba....Pg 02

At Pahalgam,
Mehbooba meets DM

Raises rent issue of Anantnag High Ground
land owners, Nirmala assures positive action

PAHALGAM, NOVEMBER 12: Chief
Minister, Mehbooba Mufti had a one-on-
one meeting with Defence Minister, Nir-
mala Sitharaman here today whowas here
to attend the meeting of Executive Coun-
cil of Jawahar Institute of Mountaineering
& Winter Sports, Pahalgam.

During the meeting, the Chief Minis-
ter brought several issues pertaining to
Defenceintohernotice. Shestrongly pressed
for speeding up the cases of revision and
payment of rentin respect of theland own-
ers of High Ground Anantnag whoseland

isbeing used by the Army. She also sought
» SeeDM...Pg02

AHEAD OF CHILAI
KALAN, PESKY POWER
WOES RETURN

Altaf Bukhari inaugurates maiden
Teachers’ Science Congress at JKIMS

‘Govt to set up 15 new colleges in JK

Srinagar, Nov12: Minister

GOVT YET TO FILL VITAL
POSTS OF REVENUE COM
SEC, RTO KASHMIR

People remind PM Modi his words that
Kashmir can light whole country

Srinagar, Nov 12: Prime Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing his first rally in Srinagar had stated that Kashmir’s
water resources can be utilized to lighten whole country,
but who will tell the prime minister that ahead of the
Chilai Kalan (harsh phase of winter), whole Kashmir val-
ley has plunged into darkness.

While most of the areas in rural Kashmir are facing
acute power woes, the Srinagar city and other major towns’

also paintasimilar story. Somewhere people hold protests
» SeeAhead...Pg02

for Education, Syed Moham-
mad Altaf Bukhari today
inaugurated athree-day J&K
Teachers Science Congress’
at Jammu and Kashmir In-
stitute of Mathematical Sci-
ences (JKIMS) at Amar Singh
College, here.
Thethree-dayprogramme,
which will conclude on No-
vember 14, was organized by
JKIMSin collaboration with
Directorate of School Educa-
tion J&K. The programme was

alsosupported by Department

of Science and Technology.
Principal Secretary High-

er Education Department, Dr

Asgar Hassan Samoon was
also present on the occasion.

The Congress was at-
tended by VC Cluster Univer-

sity Srinagar, Dr. Sheikh
Javaid, VCIUST, Prof. Mush-
taq Ahmad Siddiqi, District

» SeeARaf..Pg02

People facing difficulties

Srinagar, Nov 12: The government has leftkey positions
vacant in the administration leaving people to face lot of
difficulties. Despite weeks having passed since the retire-
ment or transfer of the officers, these positions are yet to
be filled by eligible officers.

Important posts of Administrative Secretary Revenue
Department and Regional Transport Officer, Kashmir,
are yet to be filled by the government after retirement of
former commissioner secretary Mohammad Ashraf Mir
and transfer of Farooq Ahmad as RTO.

Mir retired in October 11 while RTO Ahmad was

» SeeRTO...Pg02

Inculcate problem solving, analytical,
creative skills in students: Prof Mattoo

G H MIR CHAIRS PARTY
WORKERS MEET

BJP on splurge to distort
my image: Rahul

Attends MIER’s 82nd foundation day celebration

Jammu, Nov 12: Advisor to Chief
Minister, Prof. Amitabh Mattoo, today
exhorted upon educationists to incul-
cate problem solving, analytical, creative
and collaborative skills in students so
that they contribute towards develop-
ment of the society.

Prof Mattoosaid thiswhileaddress-
ing a large gathering of students, par-
entsand educationists duringthe 82nd
foundation day function of Model In-
stitute of Education and Research at
its B.C Road campus.

Speaking on the occasion, Mattoo said

that State Government hasinitiated multiple
» SeeMattoo....Pg02

Discusses present political situation

Srinagar, Nov 12: Democratic Party Nationalist (DPN)
president and former agriculture minister, Ghulam Hassan
Mir Sunday chaired party workers meetin Khoori Sheerabad
area of Pattan.

The meeting discussed the current prevailing political
situation in Kashmir.

Accordingto KNS correspondent, the meeting also stressed
upon strengthening the party. “We will launch amembership
drive in the state,” Mir said while addressing the workers.

Mir also said that there is a need to upgrade the Kun-
gundara receiving station. “The population has increased
but the people are not getting adequate power. Keeping in
view, the government must upgrade the receiving station,”

» SeeMir...Pg02

AMBAJT, Gujarat: Congress Vice-President
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday accused BJP of
splurging to distort his image. “But the BJP
will not succeed in its efforts,” he said.

Mr Gandhisaid thiswhileinteracting with
the workers of his social media and IT cell at
Ambaji in Banaskantha assembly constitu-
ency in north Gujarat.

He said his party will continue to speak
the truth and expose the fallacies of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. “But we will not
crossthelimits of decencyin statements which
could lower the dignity of Prime Minister’s
post,” he added.

He claimed that Modi was on the verge of

Vs
i,
losingthe Gujarat polls. He said he gets strength
from Lord Shiva to counter the negative pro-

paganda of the BJP to distort his image. ”
» SeeRahul...Pg02

PANUN KASHMIR
DELEGATION BEGINS TWO-
DAY VISIT TO VALLEY

Veth Vatur, Shailputri-Devibal need urgent attention

Srinagar, Nov 12: A two-member delegation of Panun
Kashmir is on a two-day visit of Kashmir Valley.

The delegation comprising of Ashwani Kumar Chrun-
200, President and Upinder Kaul, General Secretary re-
spectively of Panun Kashmir.

The visit is in connection with the decade event of the
50-day Kashmir Sankalp Yatra that was initiated from
Srinagar way back on 11-12 November 2007.

“The delegation under the leadership of Ashwani Ku-
mar Chrungoo, President, Panun Kashmir started the tour
by visiting first Veth Vatur (VETRAVATI)-Verinag, the

» SeePanun...Pg02

Geelani expresses surprise over
Dr Farooq’s statement

Says he is speaking agalnst WISheS of people

Srinagar, Nov12: Denounc-
ing the statement of Farooq
Abdullah, wherein he has said
that “Azadiisno option,” Hur-
riyat (G) chairman, Syed Ali
Geelani Sunday asked him to
revisitannals ofhistoryashe
isspeaking against the wish-
es and aspiration of people.

Geelani according to the
statement issued to KNS,
criticized Farooq Abdullah
forhisrecent statement, say-

ingthat these power-hungry
politicians always played
deceit and added that these

irresponsible and short-sight-
ed people have always served
theinterests of their masters.

“They are barefaced, fol-
lowtheirtreacherous politics
and never feel ashamed for
their absurd statements,” said
Geelani and while blaming
them for prevailing political
uncertainty and chaos, said
they should learn from his-
toryand see how their prede-
cessors were humiliated and

insulted by authoritiesin New
Delhi.

Geelaniwhilereferring to
history,advised Farooq Abdul-
lahtoseehowhis predecessors
were forced to beg for Chief
Minister’s berth, after being
sacked from Prime Ministers
status.

“Itis an irony,” said Gee-
laniand expressed hissurprise
over his statement, saying

» SeeGeelani...Pg 02

NOTIFICATION FOR AMK

ELECTIONS ISSUED
Elections to be held on Nov 26

Srinagar Nov 12: Formal notification for the election
of various office bearers of Adbee Markaz Kamraz Jammu
and Kashmir has been issued. The election is scheduled
to be held on November 26.

According to a notification issued by Advocate Abdus
Salam Rather who hasbeen nominated as Election Officer,
the election will be held for the posts of President, Vice
President-I and II, General Secretary, Secretary, Media
Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian. According to him the
last date for submission of nomination forms in his office
at District Court Baramulla will be November 18 till 2 PM.
Scrutiny of nominations will take place on November 20

» SeeElections....Pg 02
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EXPEDITE JHELUM DREDGING ON
PRIORITY: ALTAF BUKHARI TOI&FC

SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER
12: Minister for Education,
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari today convened a
meetingtoreviewthe progress
of dredging work on river
Jhelum.

Legislators, Noor Moham-
mad Sheikh and Yasir Reshi,
besides DC Srinagar, Dr. Syed
Abid Rashid Shah were also
present in the meeting.

Ontheoccasion, Irrigation
& Flood Control (I&FC) En-
gineersinformed the meeting
that in Srinagar 4.44 lakh
cubic meters out of 7 lakh
cubic meters, in Baramulla
4.46lakh cubic meters against
9.16lakh cubicmetersandin
Shariefabad 4.74 lakh out of
8 lakh cubic meters were
dredged and rest of dredging
work of the river will be com-

pleted soon.

The Minister directed
I&FCdepartment to expedite
the dredging of river Jhelum
and its flood spill channels
on priority so that carrying
capacity of the river increas-
es.

He asked DC Srinagar to
provide suitable land com-
pensation to the affected
landowners of Shariefabad
immediately and start the

dredging work on flood spill
channel which passesthrough
the area.

Healsodirected engineers
of I&FC to remove all illegal
slums from Dhood Gangaim-
mediately and startthe dredg-
ing work there immediately.
Tt was said that the affected
families will be rehabilitated
at other suitable places.

The Minister also direct-
ed the I&FC Engineers to

prepare a proposal for the
procurement of Geobags,
which canbe used during the
emergency on river Jhelum
and its tributaries.
Bukharialsoreviewed the
process of auctioning and
tendering of earthlifting from
the banks of river Jhelum.
Later, the Minister also
reviewed the drinking water
supply positionin the cityand
asked the PHE Engineers to
provide uninterrupted water
supplytothe City inhabitants.
Healsodirected I&kFCand
PHE Engineers to prepare a
Detailed Project Report so
that these vital Departments
would be equipped withlatest
and modern machinery.
Engineers of I&FC, PHE
and other concerned officers
also attended the meeting.

CEC KARGIL REVIEWS PROGRESS
UNDER CAPEX BUDGET

Calls for time-bound completion of works

KARGIL,NOVEMBER 12:
Chairman and Chief Executive
Councillor Kargil, Kacho Ah-
mad Ali Khan today reviewed
the physical and financial
achievementsregistered un-
dertheannual District Capex
Budget 2017-18 at the Gen-
eral Council review meeting
held here today.

Executive Councillor for
Education, Advocate Muham-
mad Amir, Executive Council-
lor for Rural Development,
Aga Syed Hassan Armaan
Mosavi, Executive Councillor
for Agriculture, Muhammad
Hussain, Executive Council-
lorfor Tourism, Tenzin Sonam,
Advisor to CEC Kargil, Haji
Muhammad Shafi, Deputy
Commissioner Kargil, Haji
Gulzar Hussain, Councillors
besides other sectoral officers

were present in the meeting.

During the meeting,
threadbare discussions and
deliberations were held on he
implementation of the deci-
sions taken in the annual
General Council meeting held
in April this year.

The CECtook sector wise
review of the projects taken
in hand by different Depart-
ments under District Capex
Budget, State sector as well
as Centrally sponsored
schemes. He directed officers
to take concerted measures
to further the pace of works
in hand and ensure their
completion within the stipu-
lated time. He called for op-
timal utilization of funds for
developmental activities be-
ing executed by the respective
Departments.

It was informed that
against the availability of 50
percent of the approved al-
location amounting Rs 47.23
crore, Rs 26.78 crore stands
expended sofarrepresenting
56.70percent of the released
allocation.

The CEC, while tak-
ingserious note over the slow
pace of progress on certain
projects, directed the officers
toaccelerate the pace of work
execution and ensure complete
expenditure by the end of
December 2017, so that the
targets are achieved in the
best possible manner.

The meeting wasinformed
thatunder District Plan work
on different roads having 56
kmlength areunderexecution
in the district, out of which
roadswith a total road length

of 8.14 kms have been black-
topped, 3.54 kms soled and
metalled while as 44.32 kms
fairweather stretch hasbeen
completed up to ending Oc-
tober 2017.

It was apprised that 300
hectares of potentialand 400
hectares of utilization have
been achieved under the mi-
nor irrigation sector. The
concerned officers further
informed that out of 10 water
supply schemes targeted for
completion this year 5 have
been completed while as 10
hectares of theareahavebeen
protected and reclaimed un-
der flood control sector.

Kacho Ahmad Ali Khan
said that providing best gov-
ernance and delivery of pub-
lic services is the foremost
priority of the Council.

Continue from Front Page.....cccvaveimimnmarararerasasassssnsrasasasasasasnnss

FAROOQ

He was also sceptical about the success of Sharma’s mis-
sion.

“Idon’tseeit progressing unless the Government of India
makes its mind clear and gives him that authority (of tabling
the report). Otherwise he will be subservient to (National
Security Advisor Ajit) Doval,” he said.

Abdullah said any effort so solve the Kashmir issue had
to include Pakistan.

“When I talk about the Kashmir issue, I mean the entire
Jammu, kashmir and Ladakh. Thisis not only a developmen-
talissue, but also a political issue, and this political issue also
involves Pakistan, as a part of this state is with them.”

Unless Pakistan was taken on board, “whatever we decide
with Delhi will not carry any weight”, he said.

“The skirmishes between the two countries at the border
are only leading to death and destruction. This needs to be
stopped,” he said.

Abdullah said “to the best of his understanding”, granting
autonomy would be “the best possible solution” as it was
within the provisions of the Constitution.

“Now there are some problems as far as autonomy is
concerned. We have repeatedly said we can discuss (them)...
If there is anything in that autonomy report which will not
(be of) benefit...We can look into them, either they (the Cen-
tre) convince us or we will convince them,” he said.

Instead of “just shutting it out”, there should be a discus-
sion, he added.

Abdullah also made it clear his party had said nothing
against accession to the Indian Union.

“Never have we asked for azadi,” he said and recalled a
statement made by former prime minister P V Narasimha
Rao, who had once said in Parliament that other than ‘azadf’,
the sky was the limit as far as autonomy was concerned.

“Where is that sky,” asked Abdullah.

People of the state, he said, were aware of the “agenda of
the BJP and RSS” of abrogating Article 370.

“But let me warn you, it will further aggravate the situa-
tion. Nobody will be here for autonomy... Everyone will shout
for ‘azadi’. At that time don’t blame me,” he said.

Abdullah said he'd had a number of meetings with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“His speech from the Red Fort on Independence day ask-
ingall countrymen to embrace Kashmiris was a nice gesture.
However, his team down below has notbeen translating these
words into action,” he said.

The Member of Parliament also requested Modi to rein
in army chief Gen Bipin Rawat.

“Of late, we have seen the Army chief making political
statements and this practice is not good for democracy. I am
sure one day the Prime Minister will ask him to focus on our
borders and look after the welfare of our Army.”

MEHBOOBA

The Chief Minister also reviewed the status of Rs. 2.69
crore Serene Park being built over an area of 88 kanals of
land. She also took briefing on the Choorkadal Bridge being
built at a cost of Rs. 85 lacs. The bridge would enhance the
tourist attraction of the place by connecting Pahalgam bowl
with Shikargah, a famed destination for foreign travelers in
yesteryears. She also took review of Rs. 1.86 crore Tourist
Facilitation Centre, Aishmugam which would have many
facilities for the convenience of visitors.

Mehbooba Muftiimpressed upon all the concerned agen-
ciesto get the works completed at the earliest and ensure that
sanitation is maintained to the highestlevel to make visitors’
stay much more confortable.

The Chief Minister also interacted with the hoteliers and
other members of tourism fraternity who apprised her of their
activities and difficulties.

Vice Chairman, JKTDC, Rafi Ahmad Mir; Secretary, Tour-
ism, Sarmad Hafiz; Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, Mu-
hammad Younis Malik; Chief Executive, Pahalgam Develop-
ment Authority, Simnani and other officers of Tourism, PDA
and districtadministration accompanied the Chief Minister
during the visit.

Later, the Chief Minister, alongwith Defence Minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the 8th meeting of 3rd Execu-
tive Council of Jawahar Mountaineering Institute and Win-

ter Sports, Pahalgam.

intervention of the Defence Minister for the return of
certain pockets of land in the State which are no longer re-
quired for operational purposes by the Army.

Nirmala Sitharaman assured Mehbooba Mufti to look
into the issue of revision and payment of rent to the land

® 00 ©

owners of High Ground Anantnag. She regretted the delay
and inconvenience caused all these years to these land own-
ers who have not been paid rent and said that it was only
during her first meeting with the Chief Minister recently that
her attention was drawn towards this by her.

A deputation of land owners of High Ground Anantnag
also met the Defence Minister on the occasion and apprised
her of their problem.

The Defence Minister assured the deputation that she
would tryto fast track their case of rent payment and revision
and ensure that they are released their due amount forthwith.

AHEAD

and get the police beating and somewhere the agitated
locals locked the PDD offices.

“Every day the government claims that this power project
and that power project have been started. Where is that
electricity? Where does it go? We are paying huge tariffs, but
still we are left in darkness,” the locals say.

If the poor power scenario continues, the situation may
worse further and may compel people to take to the streets.

The student community is the worst hit. The students,
who are writing exams these days, said this pesky power
supply had badly affected their studies. “How can we prepare
when there is no electricity? We can’t study under the candle
for whole night or long hours,” says Aiman Manzoor, a class
10th student.

Furthermore, not only the erratic power supply has left
people reeling under darkness, but the floodlights installed
at several places in the summer capital are also non-opera-
tional making it quite risky for the commuters.

Chief engineer, PDD Shahnaz Goni told KNS that the
government hasimposed ban on crude boilers, microme coils
and heating devices in Srinagar city. “I hope it will help to
solve the crisis,” she said.

ALTAF

Development Commissioner, Srinagar, Dr Syed Abid Ra-
sheed Shah, Director School Education, Kashmir, Dr G.N
Ttoo, Director Ramanuja Institute of Mathematics, Chennai,
Dr. G.P Youvrajan, Director JKIMS Srinagar, Prof. Assia
Siddiqi, Nodal Principal Kashmir, Dr. Yasmeen Ashai, Dean
Academics, Cluster University Srinagar, Principals and teach-
ers from various colleges and students of JKIMS.

Onthe occasion, Bukhariappreciated organizers for hold-
ing such a programme and said this will help in the training
of teachers which would prove a good step towards improve-
ment in the deliverance of education. He said that Education
Department is conducting workshops, training programmes,
seminars on a regular basis in various schools, colleges and
universities in the State to enrich teachers and students with
vistas of the field.

The Minister said that the Government under the leader-
ship of Mehbooba Mufti is keen to improve the Education
sectorin J&K. “We have already started the process of provid-
ing adequate faculty to all the schools and colleges across
State, and we will complete the process of filling by next year,”
Bukhari said.

He said that Education Department is trying to access
thevariousrequirementsin different parts of J&kK withregards
to education and we are on a job to fulfil those requirements.
Inthisregard, Bukharisaid, 15 new colleges will be established
inthevarious uncovered areas of J&K that will cater the needs
of students in those areas. In addition, two Colleges of Edu-
cation will also be established in the State.

Bukharisaid that the overhaul of education sector cannot
be done overnight but if worked with zeal and dedication we
can achieve 20% of the goal in a year and within four to five
years we will have a different face of the education system.

Commenting on the news of fee hike by some private
schools, Bukhari said that every school has to obey the rules
and regulations set by the Government and if any school
doesn’tabidebytherules, strictaction will be initiated against
them.

About the upcoming Children’s day celebrations, the Min-
ister said Education Department will celebrate this year’s
Children’s Day as “Enrollment Day” with the slogan “Hama-
ray Bachay, Hamara School”. Through this event we will try
to bring more and more children towards schools for their
better future, he said.

Director School Education Kashmir, Dr G.N Itoo appealed
all the heads of Schools to organize the special functions on
“Enrollment Day” onNovember 14 in their respective schools
and appealed them to invite parents and students as well in
such functions.

Later, the Minister released the College magazine, ‘Sou-
venir’.

RTO

transferred and posted as Chief Executive Officer, Inte-
grated Watershed Management Programme, J&K, against
an available vacancy.

Minister of Transport Sunil Sharma did not reply to re-
peated calls from KNS while minister for revenue A R Veeri
was not available for his comments.

Officials said that besides hampering working of these
departments, key decisions have been delaying and also
public faces lot of problems in redressal of their issues.

The officials said the delay has occurred as the Govern-
ment has failed to set-up Cabinet Committee to deal with the
transfers of senior IAS and KAS officers.

Importantdecisions on policy matters and financial aspects
are taken by the Administrative Secretary of the concerned
department in consultation with the Minister Incharge or on
the directions from the Chief Minister and Chief Secretary.
And in absence of the revenue secretary, all the issues are
pending.

And without RTO, transporters said, their issues have
mounted in the RTO office in Srinagar.

“Also, the budget formulation is in process, so empty
positions means no forward movement on that account as
well,” the officials said.

MATTOO

initiatives in the field of education to improve literacy
rates in the state with focus on rural and far flung areas. He
further said Education Minister Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari, under the leadership of Chief Minister Mehbooba
Muftiis committed to ensure that quality education is made
accessible to all students in the state.

Congratulating MIER on their efforts to impart quality
education to the student besides enthusing in them high
ethical values, Mattoo expressed optimism that the institute
will carry forwards its objective with the same spirit.

On the occasion, a cultural programme was presented by
the students of the institute.

Prof Mattoo presented mementos to the students who had
won medals at different national level sports events.

he said. He also said that the Ahmad Pora lift irrigation
scheme which awaits completion should be completed im-
mediately so that the people could heave a sigh of relief.

Mir also said that there is also a need to establish Tehsil
office at Sheerabad.

The meeting further alleged that the developmental works
are being done only to provide benefits to some blue eyed
persons.

Others who spoke during the meeting were Muhammad
Yousuf Ganie, Ghulam Muhammad Ganie, Adbul Salam Bhat,
Ghulam Hassan Banka and Shabir Ahmad.

RAHUL

I know my image and truth.

Public will see the truth no matter how much the BJP
spends to sully myimage,” Mr Gandhi told party workers. He
reached Ambaji on second day of his Navsarjan Yatra on
Sunday and held hectic meetings with party workers, besides
addressing public at many places during the yatra currently
criss-crossing the north Gujarat region, considered a strong
belt of Congress.

Mr Gandhi said Congress goes for introspection while
BJP and Mr Modi never accept their misdeeds. Being solely
responsible for failure of demonetisation and GST, Modiji
never accepts it, he said.

The Congress Vice-President also charged Modiand Amit
Shah with controlling the media from behind and said all
their efforts will fail as ‘truth cannot be fine tuned’.

Rahul on Sunday admitted that he personally did not do
alltweets athis official twitter account. Herevealed this while
talking with his social media and IT Cell workers at Ambaji.

Hehoweverasserted thatall tweets on political issues are
handled by him personally. On politics related issues he
shared suggestions with a team of three-four members and
after fine tuning the text the issue is tweeted.

He said BJP’s social media campaign is fake while Con-
gress’ is based on truth. He said the social media cell of the
Congress would continue showing the truth to the public.

The Gujarat polls results will expose everything, he add-

| PANUN

original source of the river Vitasta (Jehlum). It was fol-

lowed by paying visit to Devibal-Shailputra-Baramulla,
Jeshta Devi Asthapan-Srinagar, Kheerbhawani-Ganderbal,
Ganpatyar Temple-Habbakadal and Sheetalnath-Nai Sarak,
Srinagar,” the statement issued to KNS reads.

“We express our deep concern regarding the conditions
that have been witnessed by us at Veth Vatur and Shailputri-
Devibal, we make a fervent appeal to the government of
Jammu & Kashmirto come forward as promised and planned
by the concerned Ministry to save these two important sym-
bols of Kashmir’s heritage, history and culture. They are in
avery bad shape and need immediate and urgent attention,”
they added.

The delegation also paid tributes to the Samadhi of 1967
Martyrs at the historic Sheetalnath Grounds today.

The Kashmiri Pandit displaced community continues to
live asrefugeesinits own country. A serious dialogue process
should be initiated by the government of India for the estab-
lishment of a separate Homeland in Kashmir valley as ex-
plicitly demanded in the Margdarshan Resolution of 1991.

Therehastobea full and free flow of the Indian Constitu-
tioninthe Homeland that needs tobe designated as the Union
Territory. As the first and primary stakeholders to the land
of Kashmir, we need to declare from the land where ‘the
ashes of our forefathers and the temples of our gods lay’ that
Kashmiri Pandits belong to Kashmirand have an equal stake
in Kashmir.

The Kashmiri Pandits have clarified that the Article 370
and Article 35A have become an unnecessary baggage of the
past errors of the rulers of India; there is a national consen-
sus to review these absurd laws that are in contravention of
the fundamental rights guaranteed under the Indian Con-
stitution to the citizens of India. They should be abrogated
under the due process of law as soon as possible and the
Constitution (Application to Jammu & Kashmir state) Order
14th May 1954, since was/is an intentional fraud, be also
abrogated along with.

We are of the strong belief and understanding that no
government is mandated to discuss and negotiate the issue
of unity and integrity of India and Jammu & Kashmir is no
exception in this regard. The government needs to make it
very clear than to keep the people in dark as it has happened
for the last more than six decades. There is an imperative
need to restore peace in the Kashmir valley.

The Pandit community has all along supported the initia-
tives that have the potential to restore law and order in the
valley. “Being the first and worst victims of terrorism, the
Pandits want complete finish of terror from the valley,” they
said. In this context, the appointment of the Centre’s Inter-
locutor can prove a small window that can pave way for new
vistas. We prayed for peace in the valley at all the pious
places we visited during these two days and prayed specially
at Mata Kheerbhawani Shrine of reverence for Eternal Peace

 GEELANI

that these politicians are still following their politics based
on betrayal and deceit.

“People are offering sacrifices to achieve their right to
self-determination and not for their stale theories or so-called
autonomy,” said Geelani, saying that all these politicians are
justslaves of their masters and parroting what they have been
assigned and asked to do. “We are not pursuing power politics,
said Geelani sayinginstead people are nourishing their sacred
mission with blood and following genuine struggle for right
to self-determination,” Geelani added.

Asking people to remain cautious about the conspiracies
being hatched by these Delhi groomed henchmen, Geelani
said that “since our genuine voices are being acknowledged
and our right to self-determination is being credited by in-
ternational community, hence they feel desperate, irritated
and nervous.”

Haling people for their dedication and sense of sacrifice,
pro-freedomleader said that people are determined and won’t
succumb to pressure tactics and will pursue their mission till
the right of self-determination is achieved.

ELECTIONS

and the last date of withdrawal of nominations will be
November 23. Election in case of contest will be held on
November 26 at 11 AM at Kashmir College of Education for
Women Noorbagh Sopore.

It is worth mentioning here that Mr Rather who is the
President of District Bar Association Baramulla was nomi-
nated as Election Officer on November 5 while as Prof M A
Charoo former Chairman J & K Board of School Education
(BOSE) was nominated as Observer. The term of the office
bearers of AMK had come to an end in June this year but was
extended till December in view of certain exigencies.
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Asiea Nagash pays surprise
visit to G B Pant hospital

RINAGAR,NOVEMBER 12: Minister of State for Health
and Medical Education, Asiea Naqash late yesterday eve-
ning paid a surprise visit to the GP Pant Pediatric Hospital
Sonawar toinspect the functioning of the institute, besides
taking stock of the services being made available to the
patients there. The Minister during her visit inspected
various wards of the hospital and interacted with the pa-
tients and their attendants besides enquiring about the
medicare facilities being provided by the hospital author-
ities to them. She highlighted the importance of better
maternity care and said that Asha and Anganwariworkers
areplaying animportantrole in creating awareness among
the people about the healthcare facilities available under
different government-run schemes including NRHM.

She stressed for regular cleanliness of the wards and
corridors besides maintaining proper sanitation at the
hospital.The Minister asked the hospital authorities to
equip the centre with latest diagnostic facilities and other
equipment to ensure availability of all medicare facilities
to the patients within the health institute.

Veeri inaugurates 12 km Bijhehara-
Anantnag stretch of Srinagar-
Qazigund highway project

Reviews progress, askes for completion by year-end

ANANTNAG,NOVEMBER 12:
Terming road connectivity as piv-
otal for development, Minister for
Revenue, Disaster Management,
Relief Rehabilitation & Reconstruc-
tion, Abdul Rehman Veeri today
inaugurated 12km Bijbehara-An-
antnag stretch of the prestigious
four-lane Srinagar- Qazigund high-
way project.

The Minister was accompanied

in a phased manner.

The Minister also set the dead-
line for completion of the project by
December end this year. He sought
a detailed report on the ongoing
workonthe Srinagar-Banihal stretch
and was informed that work is in
full swing and December deadline
will be met.

He stressed on the officials to
press more men and machinery for

by SE R&B Anantnag, ADC Anant-
nag, representatives of Ramkayand
National Highway Authority of In-
dia. Veeriasserted thatbetter road
connectivity is pivotal for bringing
speedy socio-economic transforma-
tion in the State besides boosting
activities of other sectors and State's

overall development.

With the inauguration of Bijb-
hehra- Anantnag stretch, the ve-
hicles will cover around 2 km less
distancetoreach Anantnagand will
also minimize the traffic jams in
the Bijbhehra town.

The four-lane highway com-

prises of five sections— Qazigund
Bypass, Bijbehara Bypass Awanti-
pora Bypass, Pampore Bypass and
widening of existing Highway. Ear-
lierin the month of October, Pamp-
orebypass stretch was thrown open
for the public.

On the occasion, the Minister

stressed on better coordination and
teamwork of different Departments
for speedy and better quality work
underdifferent Government schemes.

He said that Government was
abreast of the developmental needs
and a comprehensive plan hasbeen
devised to mitigate people’s problem

the ambitious project which will
uplift the economic profile of the
Kashmir.Onthe occasion, Veerialso
said that with the completion of the
project, connectivity within the State
and outside will boost trade and
mobility of the people and usher in
overall development of the State.

Zultkar, Ganga launch new system in Samba
Zulfkar for installing PoS machines
in every ration depot

JAMMU,NOVEMBER 12 - Term-
ing it as the biggest reform in bring-
ingtransparency in Public Distribu-
tion System, Minister for Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs
and Tribal Affairs Chowdhary Zulfkar
Ali today said the government will
install Point of Sale (POS) machines
inallfair price shopsand ration depots
across the state.

The Ministersaid this afterlaunch-
ing a POS machine at Government
Sale Depot, Vijaypurin the presence
of Minister for Industries and Com-
merce Chander Prakash Ganga.

The Ministers also started the
functioning of POS machines at Fair

DDC Ganderbal holds public

durbar at Gund

Later, the Minister visited under-
construction building of Gujjar-
Bhakerwal Boys hostel in Samba
being constructed by Tribal Affairs
Department at an estimated cost of
Rs. 3.25 crore.The Minister was in-
formed that Rs. 2 crore have been
released for construction of the hos-
tel which would house 100 Gujjar-
Bhakerwal students hailing from
different parts of Samba.The Minis-
ter directed for completion of the
projectwithin the fixed timeline and
asked for fortnightly progressreport
of the project. He stressed on intro-
ducing biometric system of taking
attendance of the students after the

Price Shop, Bari Brahmana and Gov-
ernment Sale Depot, Samba.

Speaking on the occasion, Zulfkar
Aliinformed that these machinesare
connected to a server that uploads
every transaction on the portal and
can be monitored in any part of the
countryanytime. These Aadharlinked
POSmachinesalsodisplay price, scale
and credentials of the consumer which
leaves no space for any malpractice
in the system, he added.

Stressing that the government has
taken a giant leap in introducing
digitization in its functioning, the
Minister said the government is mull-
ing to introduce smart cards for the
distribution of ration among the con-
sumers which will go down in his-
toryastherevolutionary stepin mak-
ing the system transparent and ac-
countable.Meanwhile, Minister for
Industries and Commerce Chander
Prakash Ganga said the government

has left no stone unturned in real-
izing PM Narendra Modi’s dream of
making, ‘Digital India’. The installa-
tion of POS machines will definitely
keep a check on the black marketing
and the customers will get their due
right, he added.

He further said that the hike in
commission of ration dealers has
reduced pilferage of ration and this
step has also given better livelihood
to the dealers.

hostel starts functioning.Director,
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs R.A Inqalabi, Controller, Le-
gal Metrology R.K Katoch, Director,
Tribal Affairs Department Mohd. Rafi,
Secretary, Gujjar-Bhakerwal Advi-
sory Board Mukhtar Ahmed, ADC
Samba Tilak Raj Shastri, Joint Direc-
tor, FCS&CA Mansoor Aslam, Joint
Controller, Legal Metrology V.S Sam-
byal and other officers of the depart-
ment were present on the occasion.

GANDERBAL, NOVEMBER 12: In or-
der to resolve people’s grievance at their
doorsteps, District Development Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Dr. Piyush Singla today
held a public Darbar at Gund Tehsil under
‘Aap Ki Sarkar Aap Ki Dwar’ initiative. The
Darbar was attended by SSP Ganderbal,
Fayaz Ahmad Lone, Additional District De-
velopment Commissioner, N.A Baba, S.D.M
Kangan, CEO Sonamarg Development Au-
thority, CPO Ganderbal, Exens of R&B, I&FC
and PDD, District Horticulture Officer, ARTO,
DSWO, DFO Sindh and other concerned.
Duringthe grievance redressal camp, locals
raised issues related to road connectivity,
restoration, renovation and regulation of
water supply pipes, power supply, healthcare,
transportation facilities, irrigation facilities,
winter stocking of food grains in snowbound
areas,land acquisition issues, land compen-
sation issues, demand for employment as
non-skilled workers by locals in Z-Morh
Tunnel Project and other civicamenities.On
the occasion, the DDC gave the deputations
a patient hearing and assured them that all
of their genuine demands would be redressed
in a time-bound manner. While assuring a

playground for Gund Tehsil, the DDC called
foridentification of theland forthis purpose.
The DDCstressed upon the officers to ensure
all the basic facilities are provided to the
people of Gund Tehsil. He said that District
administration is committed to providing
every facility to the people of the district. He
said that Government haslaunched various
schemes and programmes for the people and
they should come forward and avail the ben-
efits of the developmental programme and
schemes.Responding to the power supply
complaints, the DDC apprised people that
Rs 70 lakh for improvement of HT&LT at
critical spots already identified in Kangan
Constituency has been released. This shall
bein addition to the routine schemes which
are carried by PDD like transmission and
distribution, replacement of barbed wires.

People were also assured about the shift-
ing of HT and LT lines which hover as a ma-
jorthreattoschool buildings and the students.
Further Executive Engineer PDD appraised
the darbar that during last six months 125
poles and 25 kilometres of ACSR conductor
has been replaced at the required locations
foran overallimprovement of LT/HT network.

Flags off cycle rally under “Saksham Cyclothon-2017"

Ajay Nanda for energy
conservation to secure
nation’s future:

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12: Minister of State for Fi-
nance, Planning Ajay Kumar Nanda flagged off a cycle
rally organized by the Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd. (HPCL) as part of nationwide awareness programme
“Saksham Cyclothon-2017” from Regional Office, HPCL
here this morning.

The rally was aimed at creating awareness among
the masses towards judicious utilization and conserva-
tion of petroleum products including the fuel, oil and
gas during their day to day life.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister said that
recently the Prime Minister in the most popular public
reach programme “Man-ki-Baat” stressed on the gen-
eral masses to conserve Fuel for the coming generations.
Hesaid as a part of the activities being organized across
the country the Cycle Race will have positive impact on
the people of the State also.

Underlining the need for launching a vigorous cam-
paign to aware people about the importance of conser-
vation of petroleum products, the Minister said that it
will surely make the future of country secure. He said
thoseyoungsters’ especially driving heavy/light vehicles
and two/three wheelers will have to play a pivotal role
in conserving and preserving fuel.

V PreSenior Regional Manager, Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) Jammu, Aijaz Ahmad Kachroo,
threwlight on the need and importance of conservation
of fuel. He said various events aimed at creating mass
awareness about conservation of petroleum products
are being organized in the State.

On the occasion, a Natak on the theme of ‘Conserva-
tion of Fuel’ depicting valuable message was presented
by the local artists.

Among others, Senior Manager Marketing HPCL
Sunil Kumar Dogra, Sales Manager Hamid Bulbul, senior
officers of the Corporation, cyclists and large number
of people were present on the ocassion.

Kohli convenes public grievances redress camps at Bodhal, Gundi
Asks for formulation of DPRs enwsagmg ba3|c amen|t|es to uncovered areas

RAJOURI, NOVEMBER 12:
Minister for Animal, Sheep Hus-
bandry and Fisheries, Abdul Gani
Kohlitoday convened public griev-
ancesredress campsin Bodhaland
Gundi villages in Kalakote con-
stituency and took stock of people’s
issues there.

During the camp, which was
attended by alarge number of peo-
ple of these villages and adjoining
areas, projected several issues re-
lated to development of theirrespec-
tive areas besides lack of proper
basic amenities.

The Minister assured the people
that all issues projected by them

would be given due consideration
foran earlyredressal. Heissued on
the spot directions to the district
administrationtolookinto all these
mattersandinitiate necessaryaction
for resolving the same.

The Minister asked theadmin-
istration to further gear up their
field functionaries and ensure that
all the development programmes
being executed in these areas are
effectively monitored for quality
and timely completion. He made a
special mention of ongoing devel-
opmental works in Kalakot con-
stituency asking the officers to ac-
celeratethe pace of progressonthese

works for timely completion. He
also asked themto ensurejudicious
utilization of earmarked funds so
thatthe purposebehind launching
development schemesisnotmarred.

Expressing concern overlack of
proper basic services in the con-
stituency, the Minister asked the

officers for a fresh survey of such
areas and habitations so that the
actual requirements are identified
and thus provided to the people. In
thisregard, he asked for preparation
of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
for new projects for submission to
the concerned authorities.

The Minister said that the Gov-
ernment is committed to provide
enhanced facilities of road connec-
tivity, health, education, power and
adequate drinking water to all the
areas of the State especially far flung
and remote areas.

He said without connectivity
thedevelopmentis not possible add-
ingthattheinstructionshavealready
been giventothe concerned toframe
DPRsofthoseareasand habitations
who have not been covered under
road connectivity so far. Senior Of-
ficers of districtadministration and
prominent citizens of the area were
present on the occasion.

Govt focused on expandlng enhanced basic amenities across JK: Lal Singh

Visits various villages of Basohl,
takes stock of development works

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 12-Minister for
Forests, Ecology and Environment Choudhary
Lal Singh today conducted extensive tour of
Lower Praya, Batara Ghagrore, Plahi, Plakh,
Gha, Rehan and adjoining villages of Basholi
constituency and took stock of ongoing de-
velopment works besides assessing public
grievances.During the tour, the Ministerkick
started various development works being
executed with an estimated cost of Rs. 25
lakh bynder Rural Development Department.

Director Social Forestry Ashwani Gupta,
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Sanjay
Gupta, Assistant Commissioner Rural De-
velopment Department, RajivKhajuriabesides
other senior officers of RDD, PDD and R&B

accompanied the Minister.

Addressing on the occasion, the Minis-
tersaid that Government’s first and foremost
priority is to make provision of better basic
amenities in every nook and corner of the
state and areas like Basohli are receiving

focused attention on thisac-
count. He said there is no
constraint of funds under
PHE, RDD, R&B, PDD, Edu-
cation and Health sectors.
Lal Singh alsovisited the sites
of ongoing developing works
in interiors of Basholi con-
stituency where some depu-
tations met him and pro-
= jected theirissuesseekingan
early redressal of the same.

The Minister resolved
severalissues on the spotand
asked the officers to look into other matters
foran earlyredressal.Lal Singh said that road
connectivity tothe far-off areas of the Basholi
constituency under PMGSY is the top prior-
ity of the present government adding that

this facility would provide inter-districtand
intra region trade and improving the socio-
economic condition of the weaker sections
of the society of the State.The Minister said
that several flagship programmes have been
launched by the State and Centre Govern-
ments in the State but need is to ensure their
proper implementation on ground. He said
administration hasbeen directed to meet the
fixed targets in a time bound manner and
utilize the earmarked funds for current fiscal
in full. Referring to the development of Basholi
constituency, the Minister said work on
various developmental projectsisin full swing.
Hesaid with the completion of these projects
is definitely going to change socio-economic
condition of the people of the area "he added.

Earlier, the Minister inaugurated Sanitu-
ary Complex at Saman in Basholi town.
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Editorial

Ti"ﬁie and Usise

DOWN BUT
NOT OUT

After 39 consecutive successfullaunches, the
Indian Space Research Organisation had almost
made it appear that launching satellites was in-
deed child’s play when it used its workhorse
rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. But
the PSLV, which has been placing satellites in
theirrespective orbits forthe past 24 years, faced
a setback on August 31. The PSLV-C39 rocket
carrying the eighth satellite of the Indian Re-
gional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) had
a normal lift-off and flight events but ended in
an unsuccessful mission. The heat-shield failed
to separate, resulting in the satellite separation
occurring within the shield. This is just the sec-
ond instance when the PSLV has had an unsuc-
cessful mission in all of its 41 launches; the first
setback was back in 1993. Over the years, the
PSLV has played a pivotal role in ISRO’s pro-
gramme, and this February it set a world record
by launching 104 satellites in one go. With such
an enviable track record, the failure of the mis-
sion this time almost comes as a surprise. This
is especially so as the lift-off and the stage sepa-
ration of the first and second stages, which are
the most challenging parts of the mission, went
off smoothly. In comparison, the heat-shield
separation is a relatively minor operation which
takes place once the rocket crosses an altitude
o0f100-110 km, and thetemperaturein theabsence
of the heat-shield will no longer damage the
satellite. The failed mission serves as a remind-
er that utmost care and scrutiny are required
before every single launch. While scientists are
working to identify the cause of the anomaly in
the heat-shield separation event, the failed mis-
sion should have no impact on future launches
involving the vehicle.

The failure of the mission is particularly dis-
heartening as the IRNSS-1H satellite was joint-
ly assembled and tested by ISRO and a Bengal-
uru-based private company, the first time a
single private company, rather thana consortium,
was involved in building a satellite. The satellite
wasinnowaytoblameforthefailure of themission.
The space organisation has thrown open its doors
toprivate companiesto build asmany as 18 space-
craftayearbeginningmid orend-2018. The IRNSS-
1H satellite was launched as a replacement for the
IRNSS-1A satellite, which became inoperational
in terms of surveillance following the failure of all
three atomic clocks. As only six of the seven satel-
litesareoperational, therearegapsinthenavigation
data sent by the IRNSS. With the failure of this
mission, Indiawill have towait for some more time
before the next mission to send a replacement for
the IRNSS-1A satellite is ready. The IRNSS was
created so that the country would not need to rely
on American-based GPS data — the encrypted,
accurate positioning and navigation information
provided by the system will make Indian military
operations self-reliant.

CindrellainRapeCity"

PRABHUJIMEIN TORI
BINTIKAROON
PAIYANPAROON BAR
BAR

AGLE
JANAMMOHEBITIYA
NA DIJE
NARAKDIJECHAHE
DAR...

(OH, GOD, | BEG OF
YOU, | TOUCH YOUR
FEET TIME AND
AGAIN, NEXT BIRTH
DON'T GIVE ME A
DAUGHTER, GIVE ME
HELL INSTEAD...)
FOLK SONG, UTTAR
PRADESH

» DrRichaSharma

Life of a girl child is no less than of a fighter who has to
survive for her existence and survival. Especially in the third
world and developing countries.

Tt all starts with a hope to have a bread earner and fam-
ily support prospective parents expect.All hopes lie on the
birth of a male child which get tarnished after the birth of a
girl child.Welivein a hi tech society.But still that discrimina-
tion is seen irrespective of how much educated the people
are.Parents may extend full support to a girl child and she
may be grown up like a boy but the momemt we have to face
the society, there is evident discrimination.So mind sets of
people cannot be changed
howsoever developed we may
be.Irrespective of caste, creed,
colour,rank,education and
status of afemale, there is a
tendency for the males around
heralways tolook down upon
her. We may conduct big
seminars, write fancyarticles
and make female oriented
movies but still difference is
always so evident but we are
so used to it at subconscious
level that we generallyignore
,acceptitand movealongand
learntoliveit.Evenifyouare
employer buyt if you are a
female,your male
employees,subordinates and
colleagues will never be that
much cooperative or under-
standing or on terms as they
willbe with amale Boss.Why
so-simple because of the mental make up islike that.Purpose
of this article is to present the various stages a girl has to go
through the day she is born as to how she is considered as a
burden both by the family and the society even if they havnt
done anything in making her up except bringing her in world.
So much hue and cry about save the girl child but where is
the safety.Save the girl but what about the various traumas
she may go through.Ithasbeen compared in some books that
female is like a creeper who needs support of males at each
stage of her life.

When she is born , she needs father as support.

In adolsence she needs brother as support and safety

In adult age she needs husband

And in oldage she needs son

Such is the status actually which is a reality which we all
want to ignore.Why she needs protection , why there is a
concern on getting late at night, whom she fears actually and
why she fears.

So many questions arise in our mind daily.Answer is God
has made her weak as compared to males physically at least.
What scares her is the modesty she has to stake which defi-
nitely no human even males would like to lose.Cause is of
course not some wild animal but some wild males in and
around our society whom a female scared of actually.

This psychological mentality of males is actually respon-
sible for rising crime in world.

Newspaper is full of such shameful news which doubt
such people even being humans.Situations are more worse
in developing and third world countries but developed nations
are no safe.Where is the end and how to check is the need of
hour to make world a better place to live in.

Our this story will help solve such issues and throws light
on how a girl of some small town struggles through her life
to be an achiever against all odds.This is the story of rather
every girl of a middle class family.

No doubt Government along with many NGOs are taking
dayin and out many initiatives to save and educate girl child.
Still all starts with the psyche of the society which needs to
be changed.I think for that we need only to educate our girls

but we need to educate our sons also.We have to give them
lessons of the deep roots and the rich culture we Indians have
and how much respect we had for females in our nation.

Female is Jagat Janani- so how can a life generator itself
notsafe.Soall starts and ends with awareness suppoted with
government policies with implementation-

1. Beti Bachao, BetiPadhao ( Save girl child, educate girl
child) is a Government of India scheme that aims to generate
awareness and improve the efficiency of welfare services
meant for women.

TheBetiBachao, BetiPadhao Scheme was introduced in
October, 2014 to address theissue of declining child sex ratio
(CSR). Thisisimplemented through a national campaign and

focused multi-sector actionin 100 selected districts with low
CSR, covering all States and UTs. It is a joint initiative of the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development.

Prime Minister Narendra Modilaunched the programme
on 22 January 2015 from Panipat, Haryana.

In August 2016, Olympics 2016 bronze medalistSakshi
Malik was made brand ambassador of the ‘BetiBachao, Beti-
Padhao’ initiative in Haryana.

2. PCPNDT Act-

In view of rise in Female foeticide in India, PCPNDT act
came into picture

Sex-selective abortion or female foeticide has led to a
sharp drop in the ratio of girls born in contrast to boy in-
fants in some states in India. Ultrasound technology has
made it possible for pregnant women and their families to
learn the gender of a foetus early in a pregnancy. Dis-
crimination against girl infants, for several reasons, has
combined with the technology toresultinarisein abortions
of foetuses identified as female during ultrasonic testing.

3. Female oriented films- like Dangal,Mary Com

Such kind of movies are not only making people aware
as how to encourage and support females but also helping
to decrease discrimination

4. Legendary female politicians- Many with endless
list like Mrs Indra Gandhi, Ms Jayalalitha and many
more

5. Strict Dowry Laws- are the need of hour .

The dowry system in India is often blamed; the expec-
tation that a large dowry must be provided for daughters
in order for them to marry is frequently cited as a major
cause for the problem. Pressure for parents to provide large
dowries for their daughters is most intense in prosperous
states where high standards of living, and modern consum-
erism, are more prevalent in Indian society.

In short things can be changed only if the system is
made alive again and all guilty should be punished there
and then only women will feel safe.

High Court verdict and

» Shahid Parvez

in the list of kashmir probables found
his name in the final sixteen.
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JKCA

hasbeen held here foryears nowdepriv-

o+
- -
W ing the players their home advantage.

nce again JKCA has hogged

O the lime light but as usual

for the wrong reasons. Nev-
erbeforeinit,s chequered history JKCA
has sunk to such abominable depths.
BCCIforthe first time ever had tointer-
vene to implement a stay order issued
by the Hon’ble High Court and the u/23
age group match against Goa had to be
stopped after only ten overs were bowled.
This delibrate omission on the part

of office bearers not only brought huge
embarassment, it also left the future of
manyyoungcricketersinlurch. Thewhole
issue snowballed when a talented young
cricketer who had performed very well
in U/19 national tournament, was deli-
brately and systematically omitted from
the team for two consecutive years.What
was more trecherous was that one of the
two kashmirbased selectors ofu/23 age
group had his own son picked for the
same team. Whatever happened to the
conflict of interest clause? Everybody
knows that the u/23 camp was held for
two weeks and this particular selector
couldbe seen dayin and day out manag-
ing the camp as the other selector was
undergoing NIS training outside the
state.Why was the situation allowed to
deteriorate tosuch alevel only the office
bearers can explain. The same contro-
versy erupted during the u/19 selection
when one of the boys who did not figure
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Ranji trophy selection was no better
astheteam wasannou'ced only a couple
of days ahead of the first match, with
suspence hovering overtheissue of cap-
taincy.The team was selected by only
two kashmir based selectors as Jammu
selectors were absent.The office bearers
were eager to succumb to the unwar-
ranted pressure tactics of the coach, but
forthe furorein mediaand social network.
One wonders with all the senior wise
men sitting in JKCA hqtrs. how could a
coach dare to impose his whims on the
team. Perhaps there is more to it than
meets the eyes. Ranji team in it’s first
outing against Rajasthan performed
creditably well albeit minus coach. Ever
since the coach has choosen to join the
team, their performance has dipped
substantially, losing all the matches
played so for. One fails to understand
such asharp declinein the team perfor-
mance or is there another controversy
brewingup. Itis quite evident that team
confidenceisatit’slowest ebb with play-
ers pulling in different directions.

BCCI had well in advance made it
very clear that all the expenses for the
different age group matches would be
borne by it. Why then were the teams
selected at the very last minute?? Last
minute selections are usually done to
accommodate blue eyed influential play-
ers and JKCA being notorious for it’s

lack of accountibility syndrome. At a
time when fair selection and top class
management has become a feature of
theother cricket teams across the coun-
try,, JKCA thrives on incompetence,
inconsistency, mismanagement and
sadly these factors seem to have trickle
down toteam also. JKCA is abody con-
sisting of 25 affiliated clubs having 50
votes. Besides there are 14 votes coming
from various Govt. institutions. These
14 officials who would vote enblock un-
der the obvious influence, ensured that
thebodyremained intrinsically divided.
No other state association has such a
high percentage of official votes across
the country. Theseaffiliated clubsensured

FFFIFFIINBEEREEL

that no new club got affiliation despite
performingbrilliantly in domestic tour-
naments. The very thought of granting
new affiliations would be thwarted col-
lectively as their unquestionable and
un-accounted clout would be threatened.
Another aspect of thisunbridled power
was to actually controlling the game in
the state as Gods,doing what so ever
pleased them. Non adherence to the
principles of delegation of responsibil-
ity coupled with un accountibility were
some of the manifestations of this ab-
solute control. Three years back in a
coup of sorts one faction of association
took control. Amidst a lot of
jubilation,fanfare and promises, new

-
-

President along with new set of office
bearers took office. Numerous meetings
were held, plans made, but the euphoria
so created and the balloon of expec-
tancy deflated within days of it’s forma-
tion. Even worse the new formation
encouraged and engineered disputes
within the clubs. Legal battles and club
disputes took centre stage and cricket
and cricketers were forgotten to the ex-
tant that not a single tournament could
be organised in these years. Science
college hostel ground where Ranji
matches and other age group matches
used to be organised was reduced to an
ordinary unkempt play ground to the
extent that not a single national match

Lodha commission recomendations
have been a God send opportunity for
the beleaguered cricketers of the state
who have been at the recieving end for
five decades now.JKCA had submitted
an affadavit in the Hon’ble Supreme
court to abide by the reccomendations.
Though some office bearers were made
todemit office yet they continue toremain
anintegral part of the setup. Lodharec-
ommendations had laid down certain
parameters for the selectors and other
functionaries. Despite the undertaking
these parameters have been wilfully and
delibrately flouted.

Therecentjudgement by the Hon’ble
High court, wherein adminstratorshave
been appointed to implement Lodha
reforms settle club disputes and hold
fresh elections is a giant stride in the
right direction. Genuine cricketers are
waiting with bated breath for their ar-
rival so that the delibrately and wil-
fully created disputes within the clubs
are settled once for all. This shall pave
theway for genuine cricketers with fresh
ideas and zeal to perform and with the
genuine guidence of worthy seniors to
turn anew chapter. This certainly would
be a tough task but given the selfless
contribution of all concernd and firm
resolve, it is certainly possible.

(The authoris former captain
of J&K Ranji team)
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Three Union ministers present case
' hefore

on ‘ease of living

NEW DELHI: Three ministers
made a presentation on ‘ease of liv-
ing before Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his council of ministers,
explaining how the quality of life of
the people in the country has im-
proved in the last few years.

The presentation was made by
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Anant
Hegde and Hardeep Puri, the minis-
ters of state for Agriculture, Skill
Developmentand Urban Development,
respectively, on Friday, sources privy

to the proceedings said.Modi had
recently said ease of doing business
also leads to ease of life.“Is ranking
kobhale ease of doing business kehte
hain lekin main maanta hun ki yeh
easeofdoingbusinesskesaathhiease
of living life ki bhi ranking hai. (This
ranking may be called ease of doing
business, but I believe that along
with ease of doing business, this is
alsoranking for ease of living life),”
Modihad said after India’s ranking
in ‘ease of doing business’improved

PM Modi

recently. The three ministers were
inducted in the September 3 rejig
of the Union council of ministers,
which met for the first time since
thereshuffle. Ameeting of the Cab-
inet preceded that of the council of
ministers, where the presentation
was made.Besides this, a presenta-
tion was also made by a PMO official
on using social media to reach out
tothepeople and spread information
about various public welfare initia-
tives of the government.

BSF, Pakistan

Rangers to resume
Commandant-level talks

NEW DELHI: The border guarding forces of India
and Pakistan have decided to resume Commandant-
level talks along the International Border (IB)toresolve
local issues.The Border Security Force (BSF) and the
Pakistan Rangers have decided to initiate dialogue at
the local level, a practice that was suspended one-and-
a-half years ago.Director General of BSF K.K Sharma
said on Friday that both the forces agreed to the pro-
posal and the meetings would be held at regular inter-
vals after a meeting with his Pakistani counterpart.

A 19-member delegation of Pakistan Rangers, led
by Major General Muhammad Saeed, Director Gen-
eral, Sindh Rangers, concluded a three-day visit in
Delhion Friday. They had come to attend the 44th bian-
nual Director General-level talks.

Rahul Gandhi has come of age,
says Nayantara Sehgal

CHANDIGARH: “Rahul is at the right
place, at the right time. And if he says he is
ready to lead the Congress, he must be.”

That was the irrepressible Nayantara

Link incentives to states W|th somal sector performance: EAC

NEW DELHI: The Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime Minister
(EAC)hassaid the 15th finance com-
mission shouldlinkincentivesto states
with their outcomes in sectors like
health and education.

The EAC, headed by Bibek Debroy,

health and education and boosting
infrastructure financing.
“Itformulated far-reaching recom-
mendations to guide the evolving
framework for the fifteenth finance
commission, including the incenti-
visation of states for achieving health,

Sehgal on Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi. Ageless in black, the 9o-year-old
appeared to see hopein her grand-nephew
and his belief that he was finally ready for
a bigger role.

“He’s been making strong statements
about government policies. If he thinks he
hasitin him to lead, he has it in him. It’s all
about your confidence in yourself,” Sehgal
said, adding Rahul was not in touch with
her, but Sonia Gandhi was.

Awell-known writer, Sehgal is the second
of the three daughters of Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit, the sister of first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru.

Unlike many, Sehgal, who’s been outspo-
ken in her criticism of the Narendra Modi
Government’s Hindutva agenda, does not
think the opposition lacks an able leader.
“The opposition has many leaders, there is
a very young man called Kanhaiya Kumar
who is spreading his message among the
many campuses, I call thatleadership. There
is Akhilesh Yadav in UP,” she trailed on.

Sehgal, who was happy to see a large
number of schoolchildren at the inaugural
function of the Chandigarh Literary Festival,
said her advice to youngsters would be to
reject intolerance. “Reject a Hindu rashtra.
Reject the people who are destroying our
secular fabric. Keep art and literature alive.
Focus on science, for the present dispensa-
tion is treating myth as science.”

The prolific writer has set up an online
writers’ forum to counterintolerance. Speak-
ing about therole of the media, she said while
electronic channels had lost their voice to
corporate interests, “much of the print me-

dia is still maintaining its integrity”.

Asked about the charge that right-wing
resurgence was areaction tothe appeasement
of minorities since Partition, she said, “It’s
rubbish. We are a secular, democratic re-
public. This Hindu ideology is destroying
modern India, it is taking us back to the
middle ages.”

Sehgal was quick to clarify that she is a
practising Hindu. “Iwasborn a Hindu,Iam
areal Hindu, thatis why I reject Hindutva,”
she declared, adding, “My religion isimpor-
tant to me. I draw sustenance from it. It is
central to my life and thought. Sanatan
Dharma teaches that the world is our
family.”The novelist, who was here to discuss
her book, ‘When the Moon Shines by the
Day’, said she has already begun work on a
new novel that will hit the shelves next month.
“Itisaworkof fiction setin the present times.”

Interestingly, in 1969, Sehgal wrote a
novel set in Chandigarh, titled ‘Storm in
Chandigarh’. She said it was during the days
she used to visit the city with her husband
to build their house in Sector 5. And no, she
doesn’t think the city is getting worse with
age. “I'veheard from people living here that
they are seeing changes that shouldn’t be
taking place, but there has been no change
inthe areaIlivein.”

member of the Federal think tank
NITI Aayog, met for the second time
on Friday since its creation in Sep-
tember amid an economic slowdown
and concerns over “jobless growth”.

“The Council is also evolving the
design of a new economy tracking
monitor, linking economic growth
indicators with social indicators for
last mile connectivity,” a release is-
sued by the council after the meeting

said.The council said it took stock of
the prevailing economicsituation and
spelt out “a clear road map” for step-

pingupskill development, job creation
and enhanced resource investment
in the social sector — including for

education and social inclusion out-
comes,” the release said.

Debroy stressed on giving the
“highest priority” to infrastructure
financing with new mechanisms for
risk coverage. He made a presentation
onthesubject." The meeting also saw
presentations from secretary, skill
development, KP Krishnan who high-
lighted initiatives to reach out toyouth
and women.

Facebook post on
dengue earns Bengal
doctor suspension from
government hospital

NEW DELHI: Dengue kills. It also earns sus-
pension for doctors, as Arunachal Dutta Choudhury,
an employee of the West Bengal Health Service
found to his horror.

On November 10, the doctor who is about 62
and working at the district hospital in North 24
Parganas was handed a suspension order for a
purported Facebook post that described the adverse
condition in his hospital that is facing a wave of
patients over the past few weeks.

Written in Bengali, Dutta Choudhury’s postin
October detailed the helpless condition of the doc-
tors. “When the number of patients I was treating
was about 100, I knew we were working in warlike
conditions, but after it approached 500, I realised
it was impossible to wage war,” he wrote. He also

wrote that it was impossible to treat the patients
not only due to their sheer number, but also on
account of the conditionsin the hospital. He alleged
it is impossible to locate any patient as he might
be lost in a crowd of hundreds who occupy every
inch of the hospital building -- ward, balcony, pas-
sages and alleys. “Even if one can be located, it is
difficult to reach him as one has to step on other
patientslyingjustabout everywhere,” Dutta Choud-
hurywrote.Most government doctors say in private
that Dutta Choudhury’s description was hardly an
exaggeration.“It is unfortunate that I'was sus-
pended. I could have retired at 60, but the state
government extended the age of retirement of doc-
tors and I had to work,” Dutta Choudhury told the
media.MoS health, Chandrima Bhattacharya did
not take calls. Chief minister Mamata Banerjee
holds the health portfolio. Sources told HT he was
suspended for not writing unverified information.

In April 2012, Jadavpur University chemistry
professor Ambikesh Mahapatra and a neighbour
of his were arrested by the police for emailing a
spoof. Chief minister Mamata Banerjee later al-
leged that the spoof, in which she and former rail-
way minister (and Trinamool Congress heavyweight)

Mukul were seen, conveyed a message that they
would be killed.On October 30, Mamata Banerjee
claimed only 13 persons have died of dengue in
Bengal. Only a week before that chief secretary
Malay De told the media that dengue killed 34 in
the state.Dengue hasbecome a politically sensitive
topic in Bengal with all the opposition parties --
CPI(M), Congress and BJP-- hitting the streets
accusing the Mamata Banerjee government of
inefficiency and inaction to tackle the menace.
Bengal Congress has filed a few public interest
litigations in Calcutta high court too.

The opposition has also accused the government
of gaging the doctors by asking them not to write
dengue as the cause of death.

“It is an instance of the anarchy prevailing
in Bengal. If one speaks the truth, this is what
he will face,” remarked BJP state general secre-
tary Sayantan Basu.

Healsorecalled how, in end My 2011, the health
department suspended neurosurgeon Dr S P Gorai
of Bangur Institute of Neurology, who complained
of the crowds in the institute accompanying chief
minister Mamata Banerjee, who visited the hos-
pital just about a week after assuming power.

Angry Bhushan storms out of court after spat with CJL

Congress did nothing for Gujarat

®

NEW DELHI: “You are the lords
and masters of the country. You can
passanyorders,” shouted an enraged
advocate Prashant Bhushanto a five-
judge Bench led by Chief Justice of
India Dipak Misra.

In a high-voltage hearing, Mr.
Bhushan and advocate KaminiJaisw-
al found themselves outnumbered by
lawyers urging the Bench to initiate
contempt of court proceedings against
them and senior advocate Dushyant
Dave.The scheduling of the Constitu-
tion Bench hearing itself had caught
many by surprise. It concerned a cor-
ruption case being investigated by
the CBL.The FIR alleges that a con-
spiracy was hatched tobribe Supreme
Courtjudgestoinfluence the outcome
of amedical college case. The casein
question was heard and decided by
Chief Justice Misra.

Duringthehearing, Chief Justice
Misra challenged Mr. Bhushantoread
from the FIR the part which directly
mentioned his involvement. When
Mr. Bhushan read out a paragraph,
Chief Justice Misra observed: “Mr.
Bhushan, I am really sorry but now

you are liable for contempt. But you
are not worthy of even contempt.”

Justice Arun Mishra asked Mr.
Bhushantotakebackhiswords against
the CJI.Lawyers present in the court-
room, some by the Chief Justice’s
invitation and others on their own,
took turns to criticise Mr. Bhushan
and urge the Bench toinitiate contempt
proceedings.Mr. Bhushan, in histurn,
loudly questioned the “propriety” of
the hearing and repeatedly asked for
an opportunity to make his submis-
sions as petitioner.

At one point, Chief Justice Misra
addressed him, saying “youmade wild
allegations against me. You can afford
to lose your temper, but we cannot
lose our temper. Thatis the beauty of
this system.”

Finally, Mr. Bhushan, who was
constantly interrupted, lost his cool.

He shouted at the court, pointing his
finger at the Bench, saying “if you
want to pass orders without hearing
me, please pass whatever order you
want”. He then stormed out of the
courtroom.Security personnel and
his colleagues escorted him through
the crowded courtroom, amid loud
protests from some lawyers.

“He (Mr. Bhushan) was notallowed
tomake his submissions while alland
sundry in this courtroom were given
achance,” Ms. Jaiswal told the Bench.

Later Mr. Bhushan tweeted: “Ex-
traordinary proceedingsin SCtoday
inacaseseeking SITinvestigationin
medical college bribery case involv-
ingthe CBI! CJI presided over ahand
picked bench to override yesterday’s
order referring this case to top 5
judges; This despite having a direct
conflict of interest.

when it ruled country: Sitharaman

AHMEDABAD: Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Saturday attacked the
Congress party for not doing anything for
the poll-bound Gujarat when it was ruling
the country."The Congress party, which was
earlier at the Center, never thought of or
worked for Gujarat. They did not do anything
for river Narmada," the Defence Minister
said, while addressing a press conference
here.She also said the development of river
Narmada was done only when the Congress
was not in the power.

"Development of river Narmadawas done
only when the Congress was not in the pow-
er. The development was done during the
government of Morarji Desai, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and now Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," she added.Addressing a rally at Gu-
jarat's Devgadh Baria on October 11, Congress

’

vice president Rahul Gandhi launched a
scathingattack on Prime Minister Modiand
the Vijay Rupani-led Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) government in Gujarat and alleged
thatthe water of the River Narmadaisbeing
given to the country's top ten industrialists.
The assembly election in the state will be
held in two phases on December 9 and 14.

Act against those threatening Muslim

Yoga teacher: Politicians

NEW DELHI: Cutting
across partylines, politicians
on Saturday called for ction
to be taken against those is-
suing death threatstoaMus-
lim YogateacherinJharkhand.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader Nupur
Sharma said, "It is absolute-
ly unfortunate. Women are
targeted adversely for singing
song, actingin movie and now
for teaching Yoga. This is a
free country. Women have
beenguaranteed equalrights
under the constitution of
India. I see no reason why

anyreligious cleric should come outand
either issue fatwas and in this case and
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in this case give her death threats."
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena leader Mani-
sha Kayandetold ANT, "I think this mat-

this field.

ter is very serious and the home
ministry needs to arrest the per-
son concerned. Sheis performing
herdutiesanditisthe government's
directive also to teach Yoga in
schools."Muslim Yoga teacher,
Rafia Naaz, has been receiving
death threats for teaching yoga.
Muslim clerics have report-
edly issued a fatwa against her.
Naaz said that she has been
receivingtheseforlastthreeyears.
She added that stones were
also thrown at her house.
Naazis a resident of Doranda
inRanchi, and hasbeen perform-
ing yoga since the age of four. She
has won many accolades and awards in

until October 12, and was later moved
to a private ward after his health im-
proved. However, he was again admit-
ted to the ICU on October 26.A week
later, he was placed on life-support.
Doctors said he also suffered a para-
lyticattack on the right side ofhis body.
Reports said that though Tiwari had
stopped acknowledging people after

ND Tiwari’s condition stable, but not
out of the woods yet: Doctors

NEW DELHI: The condition of Con-
gress leader Narayan Dutt Tiwari has
stabilised, although heis not complete-
ly out of danger yet, doctors treating
him at a private hospital in New Delhi
have said.The 92-year-old politician
— who has been the chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh as well as Uttarakhand
— was admitted to the Max Super Spe-
cialty Hospital after he suffered astroke
on September 20.“Tiwari’s condition
remains the same. He is still in the in-
tensive care unit (ICU),” said a hospital
official on the condition of anonymity.A
statement from the hospital said Tiwari
was being closely monitored by a team
of senior specialists from the neurol-
ogy and cardiology departments.

The politician had been in the ICU

SR \Y

being moved to the ICU, he responded
to ragas sung by his wife and son. The
politician is fond of classical music.

Tiwari had served as the minister
for external affairs in Rajiv Gandhi’s
cabinet, and then as the governor of
Andhra Pradesh. He is the only Indian
to have served as the chief minister of
two states.
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A single dose of a bioengineered
gel, developed by USresearchers, could
deliver a full course of antibiotic
therapy foracommon childhood ear
infection, apreclinical studyhasfound.
Middle-earinfection, or otitismedia,
isanearinfectionthatisusually caused
bybacteriaorviruses. Common symp-
toms include ear pain and fever and
insomecases, itmayalsocausedrain-
age of fluid from the ear or hearing
loss. Although most ear ifections go

away on their own, some require an-
tibiotics.

Ashigh doses of oral antibiotics
are needed to get to the ear, side
effectslikediarrhea, rashes and oral
thrush are common. “With oral
antibiotics, you have to treat the
entirebodyrepeatedlyjustto get to
the middle ear,” said Rong Yang,
Ph.D.,achemical engineer at Boston
Children’s Hospitalin Massachusetts,
US. However, “with the gel, a pae-

diatrician can administer the entire
antibiotic course all at once, and
only where it’s needed,” Yang said.
Squirted into the ear canal, the
gel quicklyhardensandstaysin place,
graduallydispensingantibioticsacross
theeardrumintothe middleear. “Our
technology gets things across the
eardrumthat don’tusually getacross
insufficient quantitytobetherapeu-
tic,” added Daniel Kohane from Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital.

NEW ANTIBIOTIC
GEL MAY CUREEAR
INFECTIONS IN
CHILDREN

Previously, the eardrum (also
called the tympanic membrane) was
an impenetrable barrier, but the
bioengineered gel gets drugs past
it with the help of chemical perme-
ation enhancers (CPEs). The CPEs
insertthemselvesintothe membrane,
opening up molecular pores that
allowthe antibiotics to seep through

to the eardrum’s outermost layer.
“Transtympanicdelivery of anti-
biotics to the middle ear has the po-

tential to enable children to benefit
from the rapid antibacterial activity
of antimicrobial agents without sys-
temic exposure and could reduce
emergence of resistant microbes,”
noted Stephen Pelton, paediatrician
at Boston Medical Center. The find-

ings, published by thejournal Science

Translational Medicine, haveled to
better, easier and potentially safer
treatment for middle ear infections,
the researchers concluded.

Unable to quit
smoking? Go
talktoa
nurse!

Many smokers who want to quit the
habit often complain of their inability to do
so. They say they want to quit, but their
habitis so deep-rooted, that they find ithard
to give up.

Of course, there are many ways in which
can aid you in kicking the habitlike, nicotine
patches, chewing gums, inhalers, sprays,
replacement therapies, et al, but they don't
always work.

However, astudy has aninteresting sug-
gestion for those who want to kick the butt
— a conversation with a trained nurse!

Yes, it may sound strange, but that's what
the researchers found helpful, when they
looked at the quit rates of 1,528 patients,
who were discharged from the hospital after
six months.

The research shows that self-reported
quit rates increased when nurses and other
staff members were trained to coach patients
on how to stop smoking.

“Hospitalisation is the perfect time to
help people quit. They are more motivated
and nurses can explain how smoking harms
their health, including slowing healing,”
said Sonia Duffy, Professor at The Ohio

State University in the study published in
the American Journal of Preventive Med-
icine.

According to the study, many smokers,
even those who plan to quit, start smoking
the minute they leave the hospital. Getting
them started with a quitting plan while they
areadmitted to hospitals boosts their chanc-
es of success.

“I hope hospital administrators will
look beyond telephone quit lines to help
people. Nurses have the greatest access to

patients, they have relationships with pa-
tients and they can relate the benefits of
quitting to the patient’s medical condition,”
Duffy added.

(With IANS inputs)
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Ttis not just chronic alcoholism but seden-
tarylifestyle and junk eating habit thatislead-
ing to increased incidents of liver diseases.
Earlier, alcoholism was the main cause of liver
disease, now doctors say that just like in the
West, even in Kerala, obesity and lifestyle dis-
eases are equal contributors to liver diseases.

Of the 491 patients who underwent liver
transplant at Amrita Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIMS) between 2007 and 2016, 30%
had absolutely no history of alcohol consump-
tion. They were either obese or had lifestyle dis
eases like diabetes or hypertension.Another
30% were chronic alcoholics; 20% had acute
liver failure due to hepatitisdrug side effects.
Insomecases, peoplehad consumed rat poison
to commit suicide and 20% were children who
developed complications dueto geneticfactors.

"Over the past few years, we have seen a
significantincrease in non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease (NAFLD). Developing countriesin South
Asia, likeIndia, have one of the highestincidence
offattyliver disease and related cirrhosis. This
ismainly duetothelack of exercise, eatingmore
saturated fatand total fat over 30% of daily diet,
con suming more refined sugars and having
less fibre diet, coexisting metabolic syndrome
as aresult of type-II diabetes or raised choles-
terol and lipids, abdominal obesity," said Dr
Solomon Kuruvilla P John, multi organ trans-
plant surgeon, PVS Memorial hospital. Of the
250-o0dd liver transplants he has done, almost
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30-40% were suffering from non-alcoholiccir-
rhosis.
Doctors said that NAFLD is turning out to
be a problem here that needs to be addressed.
Theproblemisthatbythetimethe patientsare
referred foratransplant, theywould have often
developed multiple complications. Itwillbetoo
late by then. "In the West, non-alcoholic liver
diseases has overtaken alcoholic liver disease
now. In Kerala, itisnow almost at par," said Dr
SSudhindran, chieftransplant surgeon, AIMS.
"The problem is that there is no effective med-
icine to treat non-alcoholic cirrhosis and so
exercise and lifestyle changes areimportant to
prevent disease progression," said liver trans-
plant expert at KIMS, Thiruvananthapuram,
Dr B Venugopal.

Of the 491 patients who underwent liver
transplant, 153 died, with a majority dying
within the first three months due to infection
orchronicrejection.Some died of heartattack,
others de veloped cancer after transplant.
"However, 60-70% of the patients, who would
have otherwise died within a year, lead a
normal life," added Dr Sudhindran.

Gastroenterologist Dr Philip Augustine
said the overweight population isincreasing
in Kerala. "Almost 80% people above the age
of 30 will have fatty liver problem. But only
those will fatty liver disease needs to be
treated if there are changes in the liver func-

tion," he said.
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Will not pursue Islamic
banking in India, says RBI

NEW DELHI: In a major move,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has decided not to pursue a pro-
posal for introduction of Islamic
banking in the country.

Replying to an RTI query, the
central bank said the decision was
taken after considering “the wider
and equal opportunities” available
toall citizenstoaccessbanking and
financial services.

Islamic or Sharia banking is a
finance system based on the prin-
ciples of not charginginterest, which
is prohibited under Islam.

The issue of introduction of Is-
lamicbankinginIndiawasexamined
by the RBI and the government of
India, it said.

“Taking into account, the wider
and equal opportunities available
toall citizenstoaccessbanking and
financial services, it has been de-
cided not to pursue the proposal
further,” the central bank said in

itsreply to the RTI application filed
by this PTI correspondent.

The RBI was asked to provide
details of steps being taken for the
introduction of Islamic or ‘interest-
free’ banking in India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had on August 28, 2014 launched
JanDhan Yojana, anational mission
to bring about comprehensive fi-
nancialinclusion ofall thehouseholds

in the country.

In late 2008, a committee on
Financial Sector Reforms, headed
by former RBI governor Raghuram
Rajan, had stressed on the need for
acloserlook at theissue ofinterest-
free banking in the country.

“Certain faiths prohibit the use
of financial instruments that pay
interest. The non-availability of
interest-free banking products re-

sults in some Indians, including
those in the economically disad-
vantaged strata of society, not being
abletoaccessbanking productsand
services due to reasons of faith,”
the committee had said.

Later, on the instruction of the
central government, an inter-de-
partmental group (IDG) set up in
the RBIexamined thelegal, techni-
cal and regulatory issues for intro-
ducing interest free banking in
India and has submitted its report
to the government.

The RBI had in February last
year sent a copy of the IDG report
tothe finance ministry and recom-
mended an “Islamic window” in
conventional banks for gradual
introduction of Sharia-compliant
banking.

“In our considered opinion,
given the complexities of Islamic
finance and various regulatory and
supervisory challengesinvolved in

the matter and also due to the fact
that Indian banks have no experi-
ence in this field, Islamic banking
may be introduced in India in a
gradual manner.

“Initially, a few simple products
which are similar to conventional
banking products maybe considered
for introduction through Islamic
window of the conventional banks
after necessary notification by the
government,” it had said in a letter
to the ministry.

The letter further reads: “It is
also our understanding that inter-
estfree banking for financial inclu-
sion will require a proper process
of the product being certified as
Sharia complaint will be required
both on the asset and liability side
and the funds received under the
interest free banking could not be
mingled with other funds and there-
fore, this banking will have to be
conducted under aseparate window.”

Data usage on BSNL
network in naxal areas
hits 400 GB a day

NEW DELHI: The naxal-hit areas across nine states

SHANGHALI: India is a “very im-
portant” market to the Chinese e-com-
merce giant Alibaba in its global strat-
egy, the Chief Executive Officer of the

India very important for Alibaba, says CEO

of Chinese e-commerce giant

Britannia Industries
net profit up around

12% in Q2

.“5 o

MUMBAL: Biscuit maker Britannia Industries on
Saturday reported close to a 12% increase in its con-
solidated net profit at Rs 261.03 crore during the quar-
ter ended on September 30, 2017, as compared to Rs
234.05 crore in the year-ago period.

On acomparablebasis, its consolidated revenue for
the quarter stood at Rs 2,536.53 crore, up by 7.42%
from Rs 2,361.15 crore in the corresponding quarter of
the last fiscal.

One of the country’sleading food companies, it also
reported that its profit from operations for the quarter
grew by 11% to Rs 344 crore. Sequentially, top-line, on
a comparable basis, and net profit grew 14% and 21%
respectively.Commenting on the performance com-
pany’s managing director Varun Berry said: “It has
been a good quarter in the face of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) transition. Trade channels have normalised
post GST and we are witnessing improved consumer
off-take. Mid single digit volume growths on the back

ofinvestment in brands and widening our distribution
network through focus on direct reach, rural market
and weak states.”He also said its international business
grew in spite of pressure on account of deteriorating
geopolitical situation and currency fluctuations in ge-
ographies like Middle East and Africa.

According to him, the prices of key raw material
have been stable in the second quarter of the current
fiscal. Its accelerated cost efficiency programme and
endeavour to leverage fixed costs have helped the com-
pany to improve its profitability, he said.

The biscuit maker is setting up a large integrated
food park at Ranjangaon in Maharashtra with an Rs
1,000 crore investment over the next three years to
manufacture biscuits, cake, rusk and croissant.

“Thisis also anideal site for setting up a dairy plant
asitislocated in the milk belt,” the company said, add-
ing that it is also setting up a greenfield plant in Guwa-
hatiin Assam to service the region.The good company
is building up a dedicated facility at Mundra in Gujarat
forservicing export markets from India and operations

brought under mobile coverage in 2016 have recorded
consumption of 400 GB of data per day on 2G network
of the sole service provider BSNL, as per a joint state-
ment of the state-owned firm and network vendor VNL.

"Accordingto India's state-owned telecom operator
BSNL and Indian telecom gear manufacturer VNL
that set up telecom network in Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) impacted areas, data usage has surged to an
all-time high of more than 400 Gigabytes per day,
thereby ushering in development and prosperity," a
joint network by BSNL and Vihaan Network Limited
today said.

The Cabinet in June 2013 approved setting up
mobile towers in nine states affected by the naxal
violence to improve communication as none of the
telecom operators ventured in to these regions.

The project was again sent for approval of the
Cabinet due to change in cost structure and was
cleared in August 2014.

The government identified areas in the states of
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,

company said here on Saturday.

“Globalisationis one of ourkey strat-
egies for Alibaba. As part of this strat-
egy, India is a very important topic.
Indiais a very important market for us
to look at,” Daniel Zhang, the CEO of
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd, told media
on the sidelines of the company’s 11.11
Global Shopping Festival.

“Before entering any new market,
we ask ourselves how we can help the
local market. For a market like India,
the key aspect of our strategy is to help
the local enterprises grow,” Zhang
added.The company, which had in-
vested in Indian digital payment platform
and e-commerce brand Paytm tobecome
thelargest stakeholderinit, is “happy”
to see digital payments growing in In-
dia, the CEO said.

“Wehaveinvested in Paytm. We are

Ma as a platform to connect Chinese
manufacturers with the world, Alibaba
soonrosetobecome thelargest e-com-
merce platform in the world.

Headquartered in Hangzhou, about
180km south of Shanghai, Alibaba is
among the top 10 biggest companies
of the world.

The platform has over 500 million
monthlyactive users acrossits platforms.
Alibaba also offers electronic payment

of the best examples to demonstrate
how we want to help the local markets
grow,” Zhang said.

For Alibaba, it was not about going
to a new market for doing business but
about sharing the company’s experience
with the local people, the 45-year-old
CEO added.Zhang, who was earlier the
CEO of Taobao, an online shopping
portal owned by the Alibaba Group,
was appointed the CEO of the Alibaba

Jharkhand, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Odisha and
Uttar Pradesh for the project and assigned the task to
the state-run firm.

BSNLreceived bids from only two domestic telecom
gear makers- Vihaan Networks Limited and Himach-
al Futuristic CommunicationsBSE -1.21 % Limited for
the project.

Both the vendors jointly installed 2,199 solar pow-
ered mobile towers in the naxal affected areas four
months before the deadline of December 2016.

"We always believed that Indian companies have
great potential and if given little support, they can
become world players. As per Government of India's
initiatives, BSNL will continue to provide services in
most difficult areas with the help of such Indian com-
panies,” BSNL Chairman and Managing Director
Anupam Shrivastava said.

The statement claimed it to be the "world's largest
green mobile network" which provides voice and data
to more than 20,000 villages in LWE areas.

"Data usage is not just taking off in urban centres,
but it is fast powering change in the hinterland. Even
tribal areas, which did not have access to even voice
connectivity until recently, are now consuming data
for banking and other applications. We are proud that
we could contribute to this noble venture," VNL's
Founder Chairman Rajiv Mehrotra said.

very happy to see digital payment be-
coming so popularin India. Thisis one

Groupin 2015.Founded in 1999 by Chi-
nese teacher-turned-entrepreneur Jack

computing services.

services, shopping portals and cloud

in Nepal for local servicing, it added.

Singles’ Day: Alibaba sales hit record $18 billion as China goes on shopping binge

SHANGHAI: Alibaba, the Chinese
e-commerce giant, said its Singles’
Day sales surged past last year’s
total just after midday Saturday,
hittingarecord $18 billion, pointing
to alikely giant haul for the world’s
biggest shopping event.

Once a celebration for China’s
lonely hearts, Singles’ Day has be-
come an annual 24-hour extrava-
ganza that exceeds the combined
sales for Black Friday and Cyber
Monday in the United States, and
actsasabarometer for China’s con-
sumers.After a star-studded event
in Shanghai late Friday to ring in
the event, which is held each year
on Nov. 11, the volume of goods sold
on Alibaba’s platformsraced pasta
billion dollars in two minutes and
hit $10 billion in just over an hour.

The company’s tills are set to shut
at midnight Saturday.

At just past the halfway mark,
the gross merchandise value swept
past last year’s dollar total of $17.7
billion. Shortly afterwards, sales
surpassed 120.7 billion yuan, the
total in 2016 in the local currency,
which has appreciated against the
dollar in the past year.

The event gets shoppers around
China scouting for bargains and
loading up their online shopping
carts, while delivery men - and ro-
bots - are braced for an estimated
1.5 billion parcels expected overthe
next six days.

Thisis abigevent for China, for
the Chinese economy,” Joseph Tsai,
Ali Baba’s co-founder and vice chair-
man, said ahead of the sales bo-

nanza. “On Singles’ Day, shopping
is a sport, it’s entertainment.”

Tsai said rising disposable in-
comes of China’s “over 300 million
middle-class consumers” was help-
ing drive the company’s online sales
- and would continue. “This power-
ful groupis propelling the consump-
tion of China,” he said.

Analysts and investors will
closely watch the headline sales
number, which last year rose by
nearly a third at the eighth itera-
tion of the event - though that was
slower than the 60 percentincrease
logged in 2015.

At Alibaba’s Friday night gala,
the company’s co-founderand chair-
man, Jack Ma, hosted guestsinclud-
ing the actress Nicole Kidman,
singer Pharrell Williams and Chinese

musicians and film stars such as
Zhang Ziyi and Fan Bingbing.

The excitement around the shop-
pingblitz, however, masks the chal-
lenges facing China’s online retail-
erssuch as Alibaba and JD.com Inc,
which are having to spend more to
compete for shoppers in a broader
economy where growth is slowing.

“Alot of the lower hanging fruit
has been picked and there’s in-
creased competition for a share of
consumer spending,” said Matthew
Crabbe, Asia Pacific research di-
rector at Mintel.

He estimated Alibaba’s Singles’
Day sales growth would likely slow
to around 20 percent. Online re-
tailers were being forced to push
offline as well as overseas to attract
new shoppers, and the overall on-

line retail market was close to
“saturation”.

“They’re having to spill over
out of the purely online realm into
the wider consumer market,”
Crabbe said.

This has sparked deals to buy
bricks-and-mortar storesin China,
and overseas tie-ups especially in
Southeast Asia. Technology, too,
has been key, with virtual reality
dressing rooms and live fashion
shows to attract shoppers.

Alibaba also said it had turned
100,000 physical shops around
China into “smart stores” for this
year’s event. Goods people at the
storeshad perused, but then bought
and paid for on Alibaba’s platforms
would help add towards the gross
merchandise value total.

AirAsia India offers base fare at Rs 99 for domestic travel

MUMBAI: The Malaysian
Budget carrier AirAsia on Sunday
announced a discount sale, offer-
ing passengers one-way base fare
at Rs 99 for a domestic journey
acrossitsIndianJVairline network
and Rs 444 forinternational flights
under a limited period offer.

However, the travel period
underthe offer, for which the book-
ings commence on Sunday night,
willbebetween Maynextyearand
January 2019, as per an airline
statement on Sunday.

“Enjoy (base) fares from aslow
asRs99to domestic destinations
and (base) fares of Rs 444 for in-
ternational destinations,” the
airline said.

Inaddition, for the customers
planning an international trip to
Johor Bahru from Kolkata; AirA-
sia Berhad will be offering zero

base for seats in this segment, it
said adding guests will only need
to pay taxes for their flight.

Significantly, a major chunk
of the air fares comprises fuel
surcharge, airport fee, taxes and
other charges.

“With base fares from as low
as Rs 99 for travel next year, you
can make use of this promo...We
hope the partnerships that we have
got into for this promotion will
enable you to plan your holiday
better,” AirAsia India managing
directorand chiefexecutive officer
Amar Abrol was quoted as saying
in the release.

AirAsia India is a 51:49 joint
venture between Tata Sons and
AirAsia.Thetickets underthesale
offer will remain open for bookings
from 2130 hours today to Novem-
ber 19, through the airline’s web-

site and mobile app only, AirAsia
India said.

The discounted ticket sale of-
fers covers domestic destinations

operated by AirAsia India such
Bengaluru, Kochi, Hyderabad,

Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, Kolkata,
New Delhi, Goa, among others, it

said.Theinternational destinations
the sale offer is for flights to Kua-
la Lumpur from Tiruchirappalli,
Kochi, Delhi, Bhubaneswar, Jaipur
and to Bali from Mumbai and
Kolkata, Bangkok from Jaipur,
Kolkata, Kochi, Chennaiand Ben-
galuru, the statement said.

Besides, the offer can also be
availed for flights connected by
AirAsiaBerhad, AirAsiaX Berhad,
Indonesia AirAsia X, Indonesia
AirAsiaand Thai AirAsia, accord-
ing to the statement.

Undertheyearendsalescheme,
AirAsiahas also tied up with mo-
bile wallet major MobiKwik, which
will offer up to Rs 1,000 discount
on flight bookings, as well as
Treebo hotels, which will offer a
flat 25% discount to AirAsia trav-
ellers availing sale offer tickets,
the airline said.
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Supreme Court seeks
review of All India
Foothall Federation’s
constitution

The Supreme Court appointed former India
football captain Bhaskar Ganguly as Ombudsman
alongside SY Quraishi, former chief election com-
missioner, to “formulate the constitution” of the All
India Football Federation.

Ganguly, wholed India at the 1982 Asian Games,
hasnot been keeping well and is said to be suffering
from a nerve disorder. He was also a petitioner in a
pleaagainstthe ATFFfiled in the top courtlast year.

A bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra
and Justices AM Khanwilkar and DY Chandrachud,
whichisalsohearing the Board of Control for Crick-
et in India’s (BCCI) plea against the Lodha Com-
mittee reforms, said the constitution will be “in
consonance with the National Sports Code and the
model guidelines for the conduct of its (AIFF) busi-
ness, constitution of the executive committee and
elections thereto, whilst ensuring that the status
and membership (of the AIFF) is not undermined
in any manner in the international body (FIFA).”

This will come as temporary relief for ATFF as
following a Delhi High Court order, which appoint-
ed an administrator for ATFF taking away the pow-
ers from president Praful Patel, a FIFA ban seemed
imminent.“We place on record the stand taken by
the AIFF before us that the present elected body is
committed to extend its full cooperation to the com-
mittee of administrators (Ombudsmen) for formu-
lation of the proposed constitution which will be
compliant with all respects and ensure transpar-
ency, accountability and observance of democratic
valuesin the conduct of business of the federation,”
the Supreme Court order added.

apex courtalso said the draft constitution should
be ready within two months and placed before the
courtinasealed envelope. The overall process may
take longer as AIFF sources said it would take at
least three months to change the constitution and
another one-and-a-half monthsto conduct elections.

Last year, Ganguly and former India skipper
Manoranjan Bhattacharya had filed a PIL in the
Supreme Court requesting the setting up of a com-
mittee to oversee the condition of the AIFF admin-
istration and development of football in India.

The PILalleged the ATFF had “grossly misman-
aged and arbitrarily administered the sport of foot-
ball in the country, resulting in violations of the
rights of players, domestic clubs and the football-
watching public in India.”

Ashes 201//18: England coach Trevor
Bayliss concerned by batting collapses

MELBOURNE: England coach
Trevor Bayliss is concerned by his
batsmen’s tendency to collapse and
says starts will need to be convert-
edinto centuries if the touring side
are to win the Ashes series against
Australia.England’s batsmen are
yet to score a hundred in their first
twowarm-up games since arriving
in Australiabut cruised toa 192-run
win over a weak Cricket Australia
XIin a tour match in Adelaide.

Yetinaworryingsign for England,
the match also witnessed the Ashes
holders lose four wickets for three
runs and seven wickets for 47 dur-
ing the second innings.

“Sixties aren’t enough,” Bayliss
said on Sunday. “We need 160s.

“Batting collapses have been a
concern for us for alittle while. We

have some hundreds, that’s for sure.
Obviously oncethe test series comes
around, the intensity of that com-
petition, hopefully that really kicks
our batters into gear.”

Former captain Alastair Cook’s
lean tour has continued with scores
of 15and 321in Adelaide after aduck
in Perthin the first warm-up match.

“Idon’thave too many concerns
about Cooky at the top of the order.
It’s probably fair to say he always
looks a bit rusty. He'd be the first to
admit that,” the 54-year-old said.

“He would like to be scoring a
fewmoreruns, buthe’s played almost
150 Tests, 'm sure he’sbeen through
this before. He’s hitting plenty in
the middle of the bat in the nets.”

Bayliss was encouraged by the
form showed by England’s bowlers

have gameslike that, where welose
wicketslike that, anditisa concern.
“The batsmen realise they have
got to do better and they are work-
ing hard to do that.”
England’s batsmen will have
another opportunityto get somebig

= LSS

runs under their belt in the final
warm-up match against a Cricket
Australia XI in Townsville, in far
northern Queensland state, from
Wednesday before the first test in

Brisbane’s Gabba from Nov. 23.
“By all accounts the wicket in
Townsvilleis a pretty good one. It’s
quite flat,” Australian Bayliss said.
“Hopefullythat will help ourbatters

3\

make somebigscores. Notjust spend
time in the middle, but make 100s.
That’s definitely what we will need
throughout this test series.

“It would be great if we could

in the four-day game and said he
expected paceman Jake Ball, who
suffered an ankle ligament strain
during the Adelaide match, to be
available for selection in the open-
ing test.w“He should be fine in
seven to 10 days,” Bayliss said.

Shane Warne calls for ‘bold and aggresswe Glenn Maxwell selection in Ashes

SYDNEY: Shane Warne has called on
the Australian cricket team management
toshow “boldness and aggression” by select-
ing Glenn Maxwell at number six as they
seek to regain the Ashes.

Maxwell is facing a fight to make the
side when the series begins at the Gabba
later this month, with Australialegend Warne
conceding uncertainty around the hosts’
selection is rife.

Hilton Cartwright is widely tipped to
take the spot at six, but Warne feels that
would be a “conservative” choice and he
hopes Maxwell will get the nod.

“The solution to this state of uncertain-
ty is boldness and aggression,” ex-spinner
Warne wrote in his Herald Sun column.

““Maxi’ wants to be known as consistent

and not the X factor, but I believe being the
X factor is his way forward.

“All teams need matchwinners and make
no mistake, Maxi is one of those. Yes we
will shake our heads and roll our eyes oc-
casionally, but we have to accept the odd
horror and enjoy his best when it comes off.

“He makes things happen in all facets
ofthe game but needs encouragement from
the leaders to express himself.

“The big occasions bring out the best in
this type of player and the selectors have to
show faith in his talent. T hope he gets the
nod over Cartwright.

“We have to junk this notion of horses
for courses, that Maxwell is just a subcon-
tinental consideration, and a vote of confi-
dence now could be repaid big time.”

Indian women’s cricket team awarded
Team of the Year in Mumbai event

MUMBALI: The Indian women’s
cricket team won the Team of the Year
Award at the inaugural edition of In-
dian Sports Honours, a set of awards
meant to recognise the contributions of
various sportspersons in the country.

The team’s captain Mithali Raj also
bagged the Indian Sportswoman of the
Year (Team Sports) award at the cere-
mony held in Mumbai on Saturday. The
Indian players were bestowed the hon-
our on the back of their superb perfor-
mances at the ICC Women’s World Cup
in England. The women may have lost
out to the hosts by just nine runs in the
final, but their gritty outings certainly
exceeded expectationsand won the hearts
of millions across the nation.

With almost all nominated outfits,
namely -- Indian junior hockey team,
Indian men’s cricket team, Indian men’s
hockeyteam, Indian kabadditeamsand

the women’s hockey team having per-
formed well all year round, it would have
been a tough choice.

The Indian men’s cricket team has
won almost all their games this past
year, but being eclipsed by the women

is surely a good sign of progress.

The Indian women’s team had over-
comethe women’s teams from Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, South Africa, New Zealand
and Australia in straight wins on their
way to the final.

Sushil Kumar makes comeback, Yogeshwar
Dutt not to take part i In national wrestling

NEW DELHI: Two-time Olympic
medallist Sushil Kumarisall set to
make a comeback to the mat after
threelongyears, but Yogeshwar Dutt
will continue his absence from com-
petitive fold when the National Wres-
tling Championshipstartsin Indore
from November 15.Sushil, who was
having a training stint in Tbilisi,
Georgia, rushed back tothe country
to take part in the selection trial
againstDinesh inthe 74kgcategory.
Another wrestler in 74kg, Praveen
Rana, did not turn up for the trials.

Sushilhardly had tobreak asweat
asDinesh, thenational junior cham-
pion, gave him a walk over.

“Iam currently in my best shape
mentally and physically and have
started enjoying wrestling on com-
petitive level,” Sushil, who will be
representingRailwaysinthe upcom-

i

ing championship, said.
Meanwhile, London Olympics
bronze medallist Yogeshwar con-
firmed that he would not be compet-
ing in the nationals.“No, I will not
be competing at the Nationals,” Yo-
geshwar told PTI.The Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)confirmed
that other bignameslike Rio Olym-

|
pics bronze winner Sakshi Malik,
the Phogatsisters--Geetaand Vinesh
--areexpected to vyefor top honours.
But Babita Kumari would not be a
part of the tournament owing to an
injury.The 34-year-old Sushil was
last seen action at the 2014 Glasgow
Commonwealth Games where he
finished with a gold.

Ganguly urges MS Dhoni to change batting approach for T20s

KOLKATA: Sourav Ganguly today
advised the under-fire World Cup
winning skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni to approach the Twenty20 In-
ternationals “differently”.

A few former India cricketers,
including Ajit Agarkarand VVS Lax-
man, recently raised questions about
Dhoni’s T20 future, creating a storm
in the country’s cricketing circles.

“His record in T20I is not that
good compared to ODIs. Hope Kohli
and team management will speak to
him separately. Hehasimmense abil-
ity. If he approaches T20Is differ-
ently, then he will be successful,” said
Ganguly.Chasing 197 in second T20
versus New Zealand in Rajkot, the
Indian cricket team were struggling
at 977 for four when Dhoni joined skip-
per Virat Kohli and found it difficult
to get it going. Eventually India lost
the match.Sourav Ganguly however
feels Dhoni has a lot of cricket left in
him, especially in the ODIs.

“Definitely not for One-dayers. I

Sania Mirza suffering from knee injury,

think he should keep
playing One-day crick-
et, but he has to play
differentlyin T20Is. He
hasto play T20Is freely.
Itdepends on the selec-
torsand howtheywould
like to play him,” Gan-
guly said here on the
sidelines of a TV shoot.
Ganguly expressed sur-
prise at India opting to
restall-rounder Hardik
Pandyafortheupcoming
Test series.“I'm sur-
prised. I don’t know if
he’s injured. He has
played onlythree Tests...
This is the age to play. I
don’t know the exact
reason. Hope he’s fit.“India won’t play
with three spinners, definitely not at
the Eden Gardens as the pitch here
is different. They will play with two
spinners and now since they don’t
have Hardik Pandya they may have
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a different combination for the all-
rounders slot.”Ganguly hoped Sri
Lanka would give India fight after
their confidence-boosting 2-0 win
over Pakistan in the Test series last
month.“Of course India are the fa-
vourites. They are amuch better side

than Sri Lanka. Recently they won in
Sri Lanka across all formats.

“I hope it won’t be a one-sided
series. Therecent (limited overs) se-
ries against New Zealand was com-
petitive. Hope Sri Lanka will play
well,” he said.

Indian tennis star contemplatlng surgery

MUMBAL: Sania Mirza has said that she
is suffering from a knee injury and would
soon take a call on whether a surgery is
needed or not.

“It was tough year with partners getting
injured, but T have a bit of a knee injury now.
I have been off for about a month. I have
couple of weeks torest, justtryingto getused
to, T have to see if I need to have a surgery or
not. (I have) a little bit of problem,” Sania
said on the sidelines of the Indian Sports
Honours.She added, “But all in all I still fin-
ished close to top 10, so I am happy with the
year.”The tennis star was speaking on the
red carpet of the Indian Sports Honours.

Sania, the country’s finest woman doubles
player, who began the year with the number
one ranking, closed it at number 9.

Meanwhile, India’s non-playing Davis
Cup captain Mahesh Bhupathi has said that
it was just a matter of time for young Ram-
kumar Ramanathan to break into the top
100.“Yuki (Bhambri) has been injured, but
hewill getback. Ram (Ramkumar Ramana-
than) has hisbreakthrough season, nexttwo

years are big for him.

“Heis much younger, so we will give him
some time. He is found a good coach and he
is comfortable with Emilio Sanchez, so heis
doing the right thing , so now it is just the
matter of breaking into the top 100, Bhupathi
told reporters.

The 23-year-old Chennai-born Ramana-
thaniscurrentlyranked 148 inthe ATP men’s
singles standings.
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