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Human rights situation improves: UN chief

Kashmir witnesses 
fresh snowfall

Srinagar-Jammu highway and Mughal road closed for traffic

Aspiring entrepreneurs at receiving end:
JKDFC GENERAL MANAGER 

DOESN’T LIKE TO TAKE DICTATION 
FROM STATE AUTHORITIES

Srinagar, Dec 12: Jammu Kashmir Development Fi-
nancial Corporation, a Government of India Enterprise 
has not benefited a single entity in the State, contrary the 
officials at the helm of affairs use dilly dally tactics and 
harass the aspiring entrepreneurs on the one or the other 
pretext. 

JKDFC claims its motto is “Your partners in Indus-
trial Development” but the ground reality is entirely dif-
ferent. Instead of encouraging entrepreneurs, it acts as 
road block for them. The recent example is of a woman 
entrepreneur from Kashmir capital Srinagar who wanted 
to establish a printing press but due to alleged callous 

�� See JKDFC....Pg 02

Snow avalanche:
Five soldiers go 

missing from 
army camps
Bandipora, Dec 12: Five 

soldiers went missing after 
avalanches hit two Army posts 
on the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

Two soldiers went missing 
in Kupwara district's Nowgam 
sector on Monday evening and 
three others disappeared on 
Tuesday morning in Bandi-
pora district's Gurez sector.

Confirming the incident, 
an official said that at least 

�� See Five....Pg 02

RBI HALTS CASH 
INFLOW TO VALLEY

In state’s fiscal history, banks apprehend worst ever cash crunch

Kashmir electricity department bill 
arrears touch Rs 600 cr

Major defaulters include, R&B, Agriculture, Health, PHE, IFCD, HUDD

SRO for regularisation of daily wagers 
to come out in a week: Drabu

‘Departments to be directed to implement order soon after its issuance’

NC to go alone in assembly 
elections: Dr Farooq

‘Will bring legislation on regional autonomy in first LA session’

Fire incident at DCJ CUK

EXAMINATIONS TO BE 
HELD ON TIME: VC

Srinagar, Dec 12: Fire broke out at the Central Univer-
sity of Kashmir (CUK) Nowgam Campus-I on Tuesday 
morning heavily damaging electronic equipment and 
other items in the Department of Convergent Journalism 
(DCJ).

The fire presumably emanated from the media studio 
and spread to the other adjoining rooms of the Depart-
ment. There was a major damage to the costly equipment 
and the infrastructure of the media studio, which was of 
state-of-the-art in itself. Despite fire safety measures, the 
studio suffered extensive damages. The exact cause of fire 
is not known and is being ascertained by the police and 

�� See VC....Pg 02

THOUSAND MW TRANSMISSION 
LINE SET TO QUELL KASHMIR’S 
POWER PAUCITY THIS MONTH

JK Govt. requires more time to receive additional electricity, 
says infrastructure yet not ready

Srinagar, Dec 12: A Mumbai-based electric transmis-
sion development company, Sterlite Power, is completing 
the 1,000 MWs transmission line, spread over 400 kilo-
metres from Jammu’s Samba to Kashmir’s Sopore, by the 
end of this month. The project will bring un-interrupted 
electricity supplies to the power starved state.

However, the government sources reveal that it would 
take state a little bit more time to augment its infrastruc-
ture to cope with the additional power. 

According to the reports received by KNS, the
�� See Thousand....Pg 02

Omar Abdullah 
questions PM Modi 

over security 
guidelines

SRINAGAR, DEC 12:  For-
mer Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Tuesday questioned 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's decision to fly in a 
single-engine seaplane and 
asked why security guidelines 
were relaxed for the Prime 
Minister.

Abdullah took to micro-
blogging site Twitter to ques-
tion the Prime Minister over 
the mockery of security guide-
lines. Abdullah said that the

�� See Omar....Pg 02

Reaction of Kashmiri against Zaira Waseem 
was totally unfortunate: Iqbal Khan

Srinagar, Dec 12: The Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has restricted the cash 
flow to Jammu and Kashmir, top 
sources privy to the development di-
vulged, apprehending that it could be 
the worst ever fiscal disaster witnessed 
by the state in its modern history.

Official sources in different banks- 
operational in the state told Kashmir 
News Service (KNS) that the RBI has 
halted the flow of higher currency 
notes including Rs 500 notes in Jam-
mu and Kashmir for past one month, 
sending common masses and business 
fraternity into tizzy.

“The amount from the RBI has 
also been reduced up to almost 80 
per cent for last one month. We are 
getting mere 20 per cent amount against 
the required sum. The flow of higher 
currency notes has been halted by the 
RBI while it sends currency notes of 
mere Rs 100, Rs 50, Rs 200,” official 
sources wishing anonymity said.

The Jammu and Kashmir Finance 
Minister, Haseeb Darbu told KNS over 
phone from New Delhi that such re-

ports are baseless and carry no weight. 
“It is impossible. No such thing is 
happening that the RBI can halt the 
cash flow to the state. Paucity of the 
higher currency notes could be a 
country-wide issue but it can’t be 
specific to the Jammu and Kashmir 
state,” Drabu said.

When asked about the mounting 
complaints related to the dearth of 

cash in banks and in ATMs, the finance 
minister said he will take up the issue 
with the concerned officials.

However, top sources within the 
banks divulge details contrary to that 
of the incumbent finance minister.

They reveal that the banks have 
been informed ‘unofficially’ that the 
higher currency notes have been re-
stricted in view of the surge in the 

militancy related activities in the state. 
“We were not informed officially but 
the unofficially we have been told that 
the currency notes have been restrict-
ed in the backdrop of the violence 
infesting the state at present,” sourc-
es said, adding that they have never 
witnessed the cash crunch of such a 
dreadful nature even when the mili-
tancy was at its peak in 90’s. 

The officials claimed that they are 
facing a tough time here while it is 
also being apprehended that the 
situation may further deteriorate as 
the stoppage of notes from the RBI 
has resulted in the frequent high and 
dry of ATMs at various places.

Divulging the details further about 
the ATMs present in Valley, the official 
sources said that over 2400 ATMs 
including that of Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank are currently available in the 
state. “The people across the state 
were withdrawing Rs 90 crores in a 
day while the withdrawal limit from 
past one month has been reduced

�� See RBI....Pg 02

Srinagar, Dec 12: The fresh snowfall dis-
rupted life in Kashmir Valley while traffic 
movement on majority of the link roads was 
temporarily suspended. The Srinagar-Jammu 
highway and Mughal road were also closed 
for vehicular movement on Tuesday.

MeT has also predicted more rains and 

snow fall in Jammu and Kashmir. The present 
weather conditions are like to continue till 
Friday.

An official said that due to heavy snowfall 
the Srinagar-Jammu highway was closed for 
traffic. He said that heavy snowfall was

�� See Snowfall....Pg 02

Udhampur, Dec 12: Jam-
mu and Kashmir National 
Conference President Dr Fa-
rooq Abdullah on Monday 
announced to contest the next 
assembly election alone, say-
ing his party was confident 
of a massive mandate on its 
own, given support of the 
people at ground zero.

“We won’t have alliance 
with any party”, National 
Conference President said 
while addressing workers here 
this afternoon, adding that a 

stable, strong and people 
friendly government is the 

answer to problems facing
�� See Farooq....Pg 02

United Nation: United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has said the 
overall human rights situation 
has improved over the decades 
but problems remain.

"Over seven decades, hu-
manity has achieved consid-
erable progress. People around 
the world have gained progres-
sively greater freedoms and 
equality," Guterres on Monday 
told a gathering at UN Head-
quarters in New York to cel-
ebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, Xinhua 
reported.

The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights was ad-

opted by the UN General As-
sembly on December 10, 1948, 
a date later became Human 
Rights Day globally.

"They have been empow-
ered to oppose discrimination, 

fight for protection, and gained 
greater access to justice, 
health, education and devel-
opment opportunities," he 
said.

�� See UN....Pg 02

Srinagar, Dec 12: The finance minister on 
Tuesday said that the government within five 
to seven working days is issuing the SRO re-
lated to the regularisation of about 60 thou-
sand daily wagers and casual labourers work-
ing in various departments in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“The cabinet has already approved the 
road map for the regularisation of the daily 
wagers in Jammu and Kashmir. It is now the 
SRO that is being issued by the government 
within the time span of five to seven working 
days,” finance minister Haseeb Drabu told 
KNS.

He added that once the order is issued, it 
will be sent to all the departments across the 

state wherein daily wagers are working, for 
its implementation.

�� See Drabu....Pg 02

Srinagar, Dec 12: The Power development 
department is sitting on arrears of 
around Rs 600 crore which is yet 
to be recovered from various 
government departments.

One of the top officials of 
the Power development depart-
ment Kashmir told KNS on 
Wednesday that payments from 
the state government depart-
ments is not being received on 
time by the electricity department 
and the backlog of such bills is now to 
the tune of Rs 600 crore.

He said that nearly one dozen state depart-

ments have been identified among the default-
ers for nonpayment of power tariff over a 

long period of time.
The official said that the depart-

ments include, Health, Roads and 
Buildings, Public Health engineer-
ing, Irrigation and Flood control, 
Housing and Urban development 
department, Education depart-
ment.
Sources said that it is surprising 

that at the time of allocation of funds to 
the departments, a good percentage is ear-

marked for expenditures on account of 
�� See Electricity....Pg 02

�� Malik Sameed

Srinagar, Dec 13: As Dan-
gal actress Zaira Wasim took 
to Instagram to recount her 
ordeal wherein she alleged 
molestion inside a Mumbai-
bound Air Vistara flight by a 
middle aged male passenger 
in a business class has erupt-
ed a new controversy. 

The video went viral thanks 
to national news channels and 
newspapers who described 
the video of Zaira as shame-
ful. Bollywood stars left no 

stone unturned to condemn 
the alleged act and want im-
mediate action against the 
culprit. 

But the question raised 
by one of the Delhi based Guin-
ness Record Holder Madhu 
Agrawal that "It is unbeliev-
able that a matured girl trav-
eling with her mother in 
business-class of the airplane 
could not find any opportu-
nity to shout in the two-hours 
long journey to complain about 
alleged molestation." 

Iqbal Khan, a famous Bol-

lywood actor while taking to 
Kashmir news Bureau state 
- "Firstly I would like to say 
that I don't know what is right 
and wrong but the reaction 

of some Kashmiri against 
Zaira Waseem was really un-
fortunate and unjustified, as 
how they were commenting 
and abusing this the alleged 
victim on social media.

He added "She is from your 
state Kashmir, please adopt 
her and treat her as own." 

Dangal actress posted two 
videos, In the first video, 
Zaira said, "So, I was in a flight 
travelling from Delhi to Mum-
bai today and right behind 
me one middle-aged man

�� See Khan....Pg 02
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to mere Rs 70 crores due to the lack of notes,” sources 
claimed. 

They added that the current crises have begun impacting 
the banks’ ability to load the ATM to the possible capacity in 
value of the cash. “An ATM can have a cash of Rs 40 lakh but 
given the lower denominations, it can hardly reach Rs 7 lakh. 
With such kind of situation, banks have to load the teller 
machines almost ten times a day,” they said.

“The higher ups of the Banks have written to the RBI of-
ficials but instead of resolving the problem, the RBI officials 
are giving lame excuses, claiming that the higher denomina-
tion notes will be dispatched for the state soon,” sources in-
formed.

The official sources further revealed that with stoppage 
of notes and sufficient amount, the Jammu and Kashmir Bank 
would be affected mostly as it has 70 per cent of share in the 
total business.

People from different parts of the Valley are already up 
in arms, alleging that the ATMs in their respective areas are 
cash starved.

SNOWFALL
witnessed across Banihal Tunnel. The highway was closed 

due to heavy snowfall at the Jawahar Tunnel, the Patnitop 
and Ramban areas and landslides at Pathiyal.  Mughal road, 
connecting Poonch and Rajouri with south Kashmir's Shop-
ian district, was also closed after heavy snowfall in Pir Ki 
Gali.

Despite fresh snowfall, the rail and air traffic remained 
operational. Director Airport Sharad Kumar told news agen-
cy CNS that all the flights took off as per routine.

An official said that Srinagar-Jammu highway, Mughal 
road, Srinagar-Kargil road, Kargil-Zanaskar Road, Bandip-
ora-Gurez, Kupwara-Karnah Road, Kupwara-Machil Road, 
Kupwara-Keran Road, Anantnag- Kishtwar Road were sus-
pended for traffic due to slippery conditions.

Snowfall was also recorded in different tourists sport 
including Gulmarg, Pahalgam, Sonmarg and Kokarnag. Gul-
marg received the maximum snowfall of over 2 feet.

In Jammu, there was very heavy snowfall in the hill regions 
of Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban, Kathua, Rajouri, Reasi and 
Poonch districts, due to which some inter-district and inter- 
state roads were closed.

OMAR
VVIPs are not permitted to fly in such aircrafts.
“How is it that the security guidelines were relaxed for 

this flight? No Z protectee is allowed to fly in a single-engine 
aircraft, much less the PM of our country,” Abdullah tweeted.

 He also questioned the decision to have a foreign pilot 
flying the seaplane when such tasks are usually carried out 
by Indian Air Force pilots. “Single engine plane. Foreign pilots. 
Is there any security guideline that will not be thrown out 
today?” he tweeted.

UN
Guterres noted that conditions of profound economic 

misery and exploitation have been improved. Women's rights 
have advanced, along with the rights of the child, the rights 
of victims of racial and religious discrimination, the rights 
of people with disabilities and a multitude of economic, social 
and cultural rights. But he cautioned that there are problems.

"In practice, recognition of the inherent dignity and equal 
rights of human beings is still far from universal. Millions of 
people continue to suffer human rights violations and abus-
es around the world. And human rights defenders still face 
persecution, reprisals are rising and the space for civil soci-
ety action is shrinking in very many nations." 

He emphasised that lasting peace and security can never 
be achieved in any country without respect for human rights, 
and the Sustainable Development Agenda, which aims to lift 
millions from poverty and enable them to access their eco-
nomic and social rights, is deeply rooted in respect for human 
rights. Human rights are not bound by any single tradition, 
culture or belief, he said. When the world's nations adopted 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, they 
acknowledged the diversity of cultures and political systems.

"I will respect your rights regardless of who you are. I will 
uphold your rights even when I disagree with you. When 
anyone's human rights are denied, everyone's rights are un-
dermined, so I will stand up. I will raise my voice. I will take 
action. I will use my rights to stand up for your rights," he 
said.

FAROOQ

Jammu and Kashmir”.
“Immediately after forming government, National Confer-

ence will bring legislation in the first assembly session with 
regard to regional autonomy”, he said and added that this 
will empower every segment of society and every region and 
sub-region politically and economically.

He asked the party cadre to gear up for the big challenge 
and work for further strengthening the National Conference 
at every level.

Dr Farooq Abdullah lambasted the BJP for dividing the 
nation on religion and said this dispensation has negated the 
vision of freedom fighters who gave sacrifices to free India 
from the shackles of British. “At that point of time, the freedom 
stalwarts did not think in terms of Hindus, Muslims or Sikhs 
but their paramount mission was to seek freedom for India, 
the abode of all faiths”, he said, adding that the divisive 
forces have trampled the spirit of freedom. He, however, 
exuded confidence that this gloomy era will be over soon and 
the day will come when the India of Mahatma Gandhi will 
be retrieved again.

Coming down heavily on the RSS, National Conference 
President said during the freedom struggle its top brass 
praised the British and now its ranks were honouring the 
killer of Father of Nation. During 1975 emergency, he said the 
RSS supported Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, according to 
a book penned by Mr Rajeshwar Rao, and said that the sup-
port was in lieu of forced family planning of Muslims during 
those horrendous days.

Dr Farooq Abdullah also questioned the neutrality of the 
BJP led NDA Government over the US acknowledgement of 
Jerusalem as capital of Israel. “Like United Kingdom, France 
and other countries, New Delhi should have taken a position 
over the disputed status of Jerusalem”, he said and assailed 
the US President Donald Trump for his illogical decision.

The National Conference President also referred to the 
circumstances leading to safe passage of terrorists at Kand-
har during the tenure of Atal Behari Vajpayee as Prime Min-
ister and said the situation has now taken such a turn that 
India’s pleas in the United Nations over declaration of Mau-
lana Azhar as a global terrorist is being vetoed by China.

“The BJP must have some sort of introspection and must 
remember the nation wants sacrifices”, he said and accused 
the party of sowing seeds of hate and intolerance in the coun-
try. He cautioned the people against the BJP’s machinations 
and said National Conference will have to play its designated 
role in strengthening bonds of amity and brotherhood between 
various segments of society and the three regions of the state.

Prominent among those present on the occasion were 
Additional General Secretary, Dr Sheikh Mustaffa Kamal, 
Provincial President Devender Singh Rana besides senior 
leaders S. Harbans Singh, Rattan Lal Gupta, Th Kashmira 
Singh, Ajaz Jan, Brij Mohan Sharma, Dr Chaman Lal, Babu 
Rampal, Gurdeep Singh Sasan, Jugal Mahajan, Satwant Kour 
Dogra, District President Udhampur, Sunil Verma, Ram 
Parshotam, Raj Kapur, Pradeep Bali, Pushpa Dogra, Moham-
med Querishi, John Wilson, Mohammed Iqbal, Govind Ku-
mar and others.

FIVE
three soldiers from 36 Rashtriya Rifles of Indian Army 

have been missing and efforts are on to trace the missing 
soldiers. He said two more soldiers went missing after ava-
lanche hit in Nowgam sector of Kupwara district.

He said continuous snowfall has been hampering the 
rescue operation. He said that more than five feet snow has 
accumulated as it is snowing continuously since Sunday.

Pertinently, this year in January at least 22 Army soldiers 
died due to snow furry in Gurez and Sonmarg areas of North 
and Central Kashmir.

DRABU
On October 23, this year, the state cabinet under the 

chairpersonship of Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti accepted 
the report of the high level committee headed by the Chief 
Secretary laying out a roadmap for absorption/regularization 
of Casual/Seasonal Labourers/ Daily Rated Workers so as to 
ensure sustainable livelihood to thousands of persons and 
engagements which were made from time to time.

The cabinet at that time had asked the Finance Depart-
ment to workout concrete measures to operationalize the 
roadmap to meet the long-standing demand of such engaged 
persons.As per the estimates, there are at present 61000 
daily wagers engaged in different government departments. 
Most of them have served the departments for more than 20 
years.In the past, these daily wagers organized hundreds of 
protests and hunger strikes from 2009, demanding framing 
of regularization policy. Most of them said that they were 
forced to take to streets after successive government ignored 

their plight.

JKDFC
attitude of the incumbent General Manager Mr Iftikhar 

Hussain, took her mortgage back and shunned her idea of 
becoming self-sufficient and creating jobs for others.    

“The objective of JKDFC is to carry on and transact the 
business of providing credit facilities and other Infrastruc-
tural support for promotion, expansion and modernization 
of industrial enterprises. But for me, it is an Enterprise that 
is in the State to discourage aspiring entrepreneurs,” said 
Shahana Fatima who hails from Kanikadal area of Srinagar 
city.

“I applied for loan to set up my own printing press at 
Khonmou Industrial area. JKDFC found my proposal viable 
and asked me to complete all the formalities. I even purchased 
land and submitted Rs 50,000 before the Corporation as 
mortgage. Even after fulfilling all the formalities, the incum-
bent General Manager Iftikar Hussain used dilly dally tactics 
and didn’t sign on the papers for final approval,” she said.   

“I had placed orders for the required machinery. Frustra-
tion engulfed me when even after completing all the for-
malities General Manager JKDFC didn’t approve my project. 
Out of sheer frustration, I raised up the issue with Commis-
sioner Secretary who rebuked General Manager for his callous 
attitude and directed him to sign my papers. Two days after 
when I approached General Manager JKDFC, he categori-
cally told me that being the head of the Enterprise that comes 
under the purview of Centre, he doesn’t like to take dictation 
from the State authorities,” Fatima said adding that she was 
left with no option but to shun her idea of setting up her own 
business unit.     

“Now I have taken the amount back that I had submitted 
as mortgage. My point is only to highlight the callous attitude 
of the official in command. It’s not only me who has suffered 
but there are dozens of aspiring entrepreneurs who burry 
their innovative ideas due to indifferent attitude of the said 
General Manager,” she said adding that even a complaint 
against the callous attitude of General Manager stands reg-
istered at the Chief Ministers Grievance Cell.

Despite repeated attempts, General Manager, JKDFC, 
Iftikar Hussain couldn’t be contacted.

ELECTRICITY
power supply, yet the departments fail to pay electric bills 

and leave the arrears to accumulate over a period of time.
“Large number of population in the rural and far flung 

areas doesn’t have electricity for most of the time and yet with 
this background, the departments fail to make tariff pay-
ments. Nothing can be more disappointing,” sources in the 
PDD maintained.

Sources said that it is unfortunate that functionaries of 
PDD make discrimination between the influential and non-
influential or between the normal consumers and the Govern-
ment departments. “There is no justification for allowing the 
departments go without punitive punishment. The fact is that 
we are suffering huge loss of electric revenue owing to pilfer-
age, loss in transmission and distribution and nonpayment 
of bills by consumers etc. Each rupee raised and saved for 
investment in power industry is of exceptional importance. 
Keeping this situation in mind, the Government should issue 
a notification setting a deadline for payment of tariff arrears 
by the departments failing which the law should take its 
natural course,” one of the experts of power said.

Sources said that among the departments, Irrigation and 
Flood Control Department and Public Health Engineering 
Department have highest arrears of over Rs 380 crore.

The Housing and Urban Development Department has 
arrears of Rs 40 crore, followed by Roads and Building De-
partment of around Rs 12 crore. The Hospitality Protocol 
Department and Agriculture Department have an outstand-
ing of around Rs 10 crore and Rs 5 crore, respectively.

Similarly, Revenue and Rehabilitation Department has 
outstanding of around Rs 4 crore.

The top officials of the power department Kashmir admit-
ted that the departments are not able to clear outstanding in 
their allotted yearly budget. “Several departments have out-
standing since years. The issue has already been raised with 
the heads of these departments to pay outstanding power 
tariff. We have also now decided to write to General Admin-
istration Department so that government could allot addi-
tional funds to these departments for paying electricity dues,” 
they claimed.

VC
relevant quarters. The faculty and other administrative 

staff were safely evacuated and rescued by the personnel of 
the Fire and Emergency Department and by other staff mem-

bers of the varsity. One of the faculty members of the Depart-
ment of Tourism Studies and few members from the admin-
istrative staff sustained minor injuries in the incident.

The fire was brought under the control due to the timely 
intervention of the personnel of the Fire and Emergency 
Department. The personnel of the SDRF also made efforts 
to contain the fire and evacuated some of the staff members.

Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir and other senior 
functionaries of the varsity were personally supervising the 
rescue operation.

Later, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din Mir chaired 
a meeting and thanked the personnel of the Fire and Emer-
gency Department, administrative staff and other faculty 
members of the varsity for putting their efforts in containing 
the fire. He lauded the efforts of the some of the staff members 
for carrying out the evacuation. Prof. Mir also thanked the 
Divisional Administration and the Police for their help in 
maintaining the law and order during the incident.

Prof. Mehraj ud Din said that despite the major tragedy 
all the End Semester Examination (ESE) of university sched-
uled to be conducted from 15th of December 2017, would be 
held on time. A formal FIR has been lodged and a Committee 
have been also constituted by the university to probe the 
cause of fire.

KHAN
who made my two-hour journey miserable. I tried to record 

it on phone to understand it better because the cabin lights 
were dimmed, I failed to get it...., 

"The lights were dimmed, so it was even worse. It contin-
ued for another five to ten minutes and then I was sure of it. 
He kept nudging my shoulder and continued to move his foot 
up and down my back and neck," she added.

Another Bollywood actor Santosh Shukla while taking to 
Kashmir news bureau said, "Zaira is good girl and if this re-
ally happen she should slap and shout on him on that very 
time rather than by posting video on Instagram and crying 
is not a good message for those girls who are facing these 
kinds of molestation on daily basis."

The wave of this incident also shocked the politicians of 
Jammu and Kashmir state, Chief minister Mehbooba while 
described it as shameful act and ordered an immediate action.

"On the same day a 30-years old woman was killed in 
Handwara encounter in a cross firing but the action was not 
taken only because she was not Zaira Waseem, this is not 
justice," said a Facebook user. However, National Commission 
for Women (NCW) has written to the Maharashtra DGP and 
the ethics officer of Vistara Airlines over the allegation of 
Dangal actress Zaira Wasim.

THOUSAND
company has almost completed its transmission line-

Northern Region System Strengthening 29 (NRSS 29) proj-
ect-from Samba in Jammu to Amargarh in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.

However, sources within the power department reveal 
that the state is still ill-equipped to deal with such a vital 
project. “We don’t have the system yet in place that has the 
capacity to receive additional power. It will take more time 
for the state to equip itself for receiving supply from the 
transmission which is supplying additional 1000MWs of 
power to the state,” sources divulged.

For the project in question, the JK government could find 
itself in a tight spot as the central government is keen in 
implementing the project in the state without any delay. “The 
central government has invested 4200 crore rupees in the 
project so that the people in Jammu and Kashmir could have 
an uninterrupted power supplies throughout the year. How-
ever, if the state government fails to implement it on time, it 
will lead to disgruntlement,” says an official. 

The power requirement in the State is met from the gen-
eration from allocated share from central generating stations, 
their own power plants and power purchased from market. 
The peak demand of J&K during the current year (April to 
October, 2017) was 2,768 MW and the demand met was 2214 
MW, thus, leaving shortfall of around 554 MW (i.e 20%). At 
present, around 70% of the energy requirement is being met 
from Central Generating Stations in the State.

The allocation of power to J&K from Central Generating 
Stations (CGS) is 2,397 MW. The supply from CGS includes 
power stations of NTPC, NHPC, SJVNL, NPCIL, NLC, etc.

Pertinently, the Prime Minister in the year 2015 hadv 
pledged to bring power to 18,452 unelectrified villages with-
in 1,000 days in his August 2015 Independence Day na-
tional address. As of Oct. 31, electricity had reached 15,218 
or 82 percent of those villages. In Jammu and Kashmir, 100 
out of 134 villages, encompassing 270,000 households, lack-
ing electricity were still waiting to be connected.

ABDUL HAQ REVIEWS PROGRESS ON CM'S 
COMMITMENTS IN RDD SECTOR

Asks officials to complete all works within set timeframe
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 12: Min-

ister for Rural Development, Panchaya-
ti Raj, Law and Justice, Abdul Haq on 
Tuesday held a meeting with officers of 
Rural Development to review the prog-
ress on the works taken up on the direc-
tions and commitments of Chief Minis-
ter made during Public Durbars in 
various districts of the Kashmir Division.

Director Rural Development Depart-
ment Kashmir Gazanfar, Hussain, ACDs 
of various districts, Executive Engineers, 
Block Development Officers of Various 
districts and other senior officers of the 
Rural Development Department were 
present in the meeting.

During the meeting Minister was 
informed about various works taken up 
by the department on the directions of 
Chief Minister and commitments made 
during Public Durbars concerning the 
Rural Development Department. Direc-
tor RDD informed the Minister that 
against the commitments made by the 
Chief Minister, 87 works were related 
to RDD and out which work has been 
started on 40 percent of the works.

He informed that work will be start-
ed at earliest on other works as the pre-
execution formalities are being com-
pleted. The Minister directed all the 
officers to accelerate the pace of work in 
order to complete the commitments, 
direction given by the Chief Minister 
during Public Durbars by the end of 
December 2017.

He asked all the officers to put in 
extra efforts for judicious and effective 

utilization of funds besides removing 
bottlenecks hindering developmental 
works.

The Minister directed the officers to 
ensure expeditious execution of devel-
opmental works to extend desired ben-
efits to the people. He also asked them 
for keeping a strict check over quality 
of works, adding that efforts should be 
made to create sustainable assets cater-
ing to area-specific developmental needs.

JAMBU ZOO TO SERVE AS MAJOR 
ATTRACTION FOR TOURISTS: LAL SINGH

Calls for expediting ongoing works
JAMMU, DECEMBER 12: 

Minister for Forests, Ecology 
and Environment, Choudhary 
Lal Singh today asked the 
Wildlife department to expe-
dite ongoing works on Jambu 
Zoo (Shivalik Biological Park) 
for timely completion so that 
the spot serves as a major at-
traction for tourists espe-
cially wildlife lovers. The 
Minister issued these direc-
tions while interacting with 
the officers of the department 
after inspecting the works 
being executed at the Zoo be-
ing developed at Khanpur, 
Nagrota here.

Chief Wildlife Warden 
ManojPanth, Regional Direc-
tor Wildlife Senthil Kumar 
besides other senior officers 
accompanied the Minister.

Terming the project vital 
for attracting tourists to 

Jammu, Choudhary Lal Singh 
said it will also help in pres-
ervation and protection of 
forest land. He asked the ex-
ecuting agency to use quality 
material on animal enclosures, 
approach roads, entry gate 
and waterfall etc. He informed 
that the Government has pro-
vided Rs 120 crore for devel-
oping Jambu Zoo on the pat-
tern of Asia Zoo which will 
facilitate people see the ani-
mals in their natural habitat.

The zoo will house animals 
like Sambar dear, Spotted 
deer, Blue bull, Black buck, 
Barking deer,Hog deer, goat, 
Fishing cat, Bear sloth, wild 
Boar, crocodile etc.

The Minister said Jammu 
and Kashmir is the only state 
which has 15.58 per cent of 
the total geographical area 
under protected network. “The 

need is to put concerted efforts 
to preserve and protect the 
wildlife,” he added.

Choudhary Lal Singh said 
the man-animal conflict is an 
outcome of undue interference 
of humans in the natural 
habitat of animals thus posing 
great threat to the existence of 
both the entities. He said to 
minimize such conflicts, the 
forest department has taken 
initiative to go for plantation 
of fruits plants in forest enclo-
sures so that animals shall find 
their food within their natural 
habitat,” Singh said.

The Minister said the 
animals are important com-
ponent of ecology and any 
threat to them will have 
negative consequences on 
human existence. He said the 
department has undertaken 
mass plantation drives across 

the state which is one of the 
steps towards increasing for-
est wealth of the state. He 
appealed the people to plant 
trees on every important oc-
casion for healthy environ.

It was informed that the 
work on chain link fencing 
covering the Zoo area would 
be started within a week's time. 
Besides, the Zoo would have 
Safari Park, Butterfly garden, 
insect park, Sambar, Hog, spot-
ted deer, Blue bull, black buck, 
Goat wild, Bear Himalayan 
black, Bear Sloth and Eagle 
tawny enclosures. The place 
would also have an artificial 
lake, artificial waterfall, over-
head water tank, underground 
water tank, public amenities 
including canteen reception 
centre and a massive network 
of roads besides would have 
70-foot entry gate.



03 SRINAGAR  |  December 13, 2017, Wednesday

www.facebook.com/TimeandUswww.timeandus.com timeandus111@gmail.com timeandus @timeandus NEWS
Zulfkar chairs State Consumer 

Protection Council meet
Reviews consumer protection measures in healthcare, education sector

JAMMU, DECEMBER 12: Min-
ister for Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs and Tribal Affairs 
Chowdhary Zulfkar Ali today chaired 
a meeting of State Consumer Protec-
tion Council to discuss the measures 
that need to be initiated for Protection 
of consumer interests with regard to 
education and health sector.

During the meeting, threadbare 
discussion was held on various con-
sumer concerns related to health, 
education and other sectors including 
selling of books by private schools, 
consumer grievances redressal mech-
anism in case of online shopping, 
services provided to consumers by 
both government and private hospi-
tals, classification of nursing homes 
and educational institutions, variation 
in charges of nursing homes, rates 
fixed and facilities provides by these 
nursing homes, variation in charges 
of clinical labs, variation in test results 
of various clinical labs, non-issuance 
of bills by some of nursing homes, 
sanitation issues in the hospitals and 
nursing homes, variation in rates of 
medicines of same nature at different 
medical stores, rationalization of 
teaching, paramedical staff and doc-
tors, prosecution of cases filed by 
government on behalf of public busi-
ness establishments, uniformity in 
the parking rates at outside the hos-
pitals, business establishments, edu-
cational institutions and court prem-
ises.

The Minister, while calling for 

further strengthening of the Con-
sumer Forums in the state, said that 
government is committed to secure 
the rights of the consumer besides 
providing them with a strong, acces-
sible grievances redressal mechanism.

Taking note of issues pertaining 
to the heath sector, the Minister di-
rected health department not to con-
fine themselves towards services 
rendered by the government sector, 
but also focus on health care ser-
vices being provided by the private 
sector to ensure that consumers are 
not exploited.

He asked the health department 
to review feasibility of moving the 
ICU in GMC Jammu to the ground 
floor for the convenience of the people.

With regard to education, the 
Minister directed education depart-
ment to conduct a detailed survey of 
private schools and categorize their 
fee structure as per the infrastructure 
being provided to the students. He 

asked the members of the council to 
build confidence among consumers 
to send their wards to government 
institutions. He directed Education 
dept to constitute an enforcement 
committee in coordination with LMD 
and FSC&CA dept to monitor the 
functioning of private institutions.

Further, the Minister emphasized 
the need for checking adulteration of 
various items like milk, drugs etc. He 
directed the officers to constitute 
District Consumer Forum for district 
Kishtwar to safeguard the interests 
of the Consumers.

Members present in the meeting 
also gave their valuable suggestions 
for improving functioning of health-
care and education sectors in the state.

The Minister appreciated the 
members for airing their views regard-
ing streamlining of working of the 
department and ensuring protection 
of the rights of the consumers.

Among others Principal Secretary 

Health and Medical Education De-
partment Dr Pawan Kotwal, Com-
missioner Secretary School Education 
department  Farooq Ahmad Shah, 
Commissioner Secretary Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer Affairs De-
partment M D Khan, Senior Addi-
tional Advocate General Seema Kha-
jooria Shekhar, Members of State 
Consumer Protection Council, Direc-
tors of  FCS&CA Department Jammu 
and Kashmir Division, Director Fam-
ily welfare, Director School Education, 
Controller Legal Metrology, President 
Chamber of Trade Federation, Pres-
ident Akhar Bhartia Ghrak Panchay-
at President Consumer Forum Protec-
tion Organization, President Retail-
ers Association, President Jamia 
Masjid Traders Association, President 
KCC&I and other senior officers of 
concerned departments and repre-
sentatives of various other organiza-
tions and establishments attended 
the meeting. 

Ramesh Arora chairs DRSC-IV meeting
Reviews overall functioning of Higher Education Deptt

JAMMU, DECEMBRER 
12: A meeting of the Depart-
ment Related Standing Com-
mittee (DRSC-IV) of Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Council was held here today 
under the Chairmanship of 
MLC, Ramesh Arora to review 
the overall functioning of 
Higher Education Department.

Legislators, G N Monga, 
Vibod Gupta, Balbir Singh 
attended the meeting and gave 
their valuable suggestions to 
make the functioning of the 
Higher Education Department 
vibrant and student oriented.

The Committee discussed 
various issues regarding the 
Higher Education Department 
including literacy rate of female 
students, availability of hos-
tels for women etc.

Principal Secretary, High-
er Education Department, 
Asgar Hassan Samoon briefed 
the meeting about status of 

several initiatives launched 
for improvement of education 
system in the state. He also 
informed that several hostels 
for women are in the process 
of being constructed to en-
courage them to continue their 
studies.

The Committee appreci-
ated the department for quick 
action regarding construction 
of Boundary wall at Rajouri 
College and reduction of 

charges of Bus Services pro-
vided to the students.

Further it recommended 
that all colleges must provide 
students with free internet 
service besides inviting former 
students to hold interactions 
in the institutions with pres-
ent students.

Principals of all higher 
education institutions from 
Jammu province were asked 
to submit their concerns to 

the house committee so that 
their issues can be taken up 
for redressal.

Among other, Director 
Colleges, Prof. Zahoor Ahmed, 
all the Principals of Degree 
Colleges, in Jammu region, 
besides Special Secretary 
Legislative Council, Abdul 
Majid Wani, senior officers 
and officials of the Council 
Secretariat were present in 
the meeting.

Div Com reviews 
disaster management 

preparedness
JAMMU, DECEMBER 12: Divisional Commissioner, Dr 

Mandeep K Bhandari reviewed the status of disaster manage-
ment and preparedness plan being made by the respective 
district administrations of the division through video con-
ferencing, here today.

Detailed discussion was held on issues like procurement 
of rescue equipments, community based disaster manage-
ment, inventory of resources, critical infrastructure, emer-
gency operations centre besides financial aspects and other 
vital issues.

While discussing various rescue measures needed to be 
taken during disasters, Dr Bhandari stressed upon the need 
for close coordination among different departments. He asked 
the concerned DCs to identify land for establishment of 
dedicated Emergency Operation Centres to minimize dam-
ages during disasters.

He also called for chalking out effective strategies for 
revamping district disaster management plan including sen-
sitization of people appropriately of the preventive measures 
to be taken to deal with the disaster situations, holding mock 
drills in educational institutions, organizing capacity build-
ing and skill development programmes at district level and 
involve district Red Cross Society for the purpose

He emphasized for imparting hands-on-training for in-
dividual rescue operations to volunteers so that they can give 
their best during disasters.  

Dr. Bhandari asked the DCs to gainfully utilize funds 
provided under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) and 
send UCs to the concerned quarters at the earliest. He also 
asked the DCs to compile list of specific requirements and 
send the same to his office for further course of action.

IGP Jammu Dr. S D Singh Jamwal, DC Jammu Kumar 
Rajeev Ranjan, Commissioner JMC, Ramesh Kumar, CO 
SDRF 2nd Bn, Rashmi Wazir, Chief Engineer, PHE, Ashok 
Gandotra, Chief Engineer Mechanical Engineering

DDC Shopian reviews implementation of 
CM’s commitments

SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 12: District De-
velopment Commissioner Shopian, Moham-
med Aijaz Asad today convened a meeting to 
review the progress made so far on Chief 
Minister's commitments which she made dur-
ing her September 17 visit to the district.

On the occasion, the DDC emphasized 
upon the officers to work diligently for the 
early completion of all the commitments and 
directions of the Chief Minister. He sought a 
detailed issue-wise latest action taken report 
of various decisions being implemented in 
the district.

Threadbare discussions were held regard-
ing work on the Bijbehara-Shopian road, set-
ting up of PHE sub-division at Wachi, devel-
oping playfields in the district, fencing and 
uninterrupted power supply to the people of 
the district including local ziyarats, aug-
mentation of facilities at Nadigam, Zawoo-
ra, Kerawa, Kapran and Gatipora health 

centers, improvement of Keller, Dunaro 
Shopian Keller, Panzgam, Reshipora roads, 
besides development of tourism facilities 
in the town.

The DDC impressed upon all the officers 
to ensure judicious use of funds and ensure 
quality asset creation in the district. He stressed 
on time bound completion of all the develop-
ment works and fulfilment of CM’s directions 
on priority. Calling for complete synergy be-
tween various departments involved in in-
frastructure building and implementation of 
various welfare schemes, the DDC stressed 
on strict adherence to timelines for comple-
tion of all on-going projects so that the peo-
ple at large are benefitted.

The R&B, I&FC, PHE, Mechanical and 
Civil and Rural development authorities were 
directed to complete all the developmental 
works at an earliest, besides submission of 
DPR estimates within next one week.

District admin Anantnag 
launches demolition drive 

along National Highway
ANANTNAG, DECEMBER 

12: The district administration 
Anantnag today launched a 
demolition drive against the 
illegal structures along the 
national highway.

The demolition drive was 
headed by the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner An-
antnag, Shabir Hussain Bhat, 

who was accompanied by the 
Tehsildars, personnel from 
police and officials from 
Revenue and other Depart-
ments.

During the drive carried 
out from Al Stop Wanpoh 
towards Qazigund and 
around 10 structures falling 
in the alignment of the na-

tional highway were demol-
ished.

The ADC gave a deadline 
of a week’s time to all the 
encroachers to remove the 
encroachments on their own. 
He said action, as warrant-
ed under rules, shall be 
taken against the defaulters 
after the expiry of the deadline. 

ICOMOS’s 19th General Assembly, Scientific 
Symposium inaugurated at New Delhi

JK Govt acts as Platinum Sponsor of event
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 12: The 

19th General Assembly and scientific 
symposium, themed   "Heritage & De-
mocracy", of International Council of 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) was 
today formally inaugurated in the au-
ditorium of Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium 
at New Delhi with an inaugural address 
by President ICOMOS India, Dr Rohi-
Jigyesu.

The first ever ICOMOS General As-
sembly and Scientific Symposium in 
India, being organized from 11th to 15th 
of December 2017, is aimed at to provide 
great opportunity to promote interna-
tional co-operation and strengthen 
understanding thereby creating a robust 
ecosystem in the field of heritage con-
servation. The programme is the perfect 
place to network with world over heritage 
conservation professionals including 
architectures, historians, archaeologist 
and experts for integrating heritage and 
sustainable urban development by en-
gaging diverse communities for heritage 
management.

Pertinently, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Government, Department of Culture, 
is sponsoring the event as a Platinum 
sponsor besides being supported by 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
and Ministry of Culture, Government 
of India, Government of Bihar and 
Odisha and key Tourism players. The 
Directorate of Archives Archaeology 
and Museums is coordinating other 

departments of the state like Tourism, 
Handlooms and Handicrafts for making 
the best use of the platform. Besides, 
the Department of Archives Archaeol-
ogy and Museums has put some of its 
valuable publications on the display and 
distribution stalls relevant to the subject 
like Monuments and Sites, which are 
receiving high appreciation by the del-
egates of the nation and abroad.

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, 
Vijay Goyal, was Chief Guest at the event.

The other dignitaries, who expressed 
their brainstorming ideas on preserva-
tion of Monuments and Heritage Sites 
on the inaugural day, were Gustavo 
Arazo President ICOMOS, Dr. Mechtil-
dRossler Director UNESCO world 
heritage center Paris, Mr. Shigeru Aoyo-
gi Director and UNESCO representative 
to INDIA, BHUTAN, MALDIVES AND 
SRI LANKA, Mr. Stefano De Caro Direc-
tor General ICCROM.

Vijaya Goyal elaborated on the sig-
nificance of preservation of tangible and 
intangible heritage of the national and 
world over and also assured full assis-
tance for the purpose on behalf of the 
Government.

During the event, renowned heritage 
professionals and enthusiasts like ar-
chaeologists, architects, urban planners, 
engineers, curators, building conserva-
tion professionals, art historians from 
diverse cultural backgrounds shares 
and exchanged their brainstorming views 
and ideas on relevant topics such as In-
tegrating Heritage and Sustainable 
Urban Development by Engaging Diverse 
Communities, Role of Cultural Heritage 
in Building Peace and Reconciliation, 
Protecting and Interpreting Cultural 
Heritage in the Age of Digital Empower-
ment; Culture- Nature Journey, explor-
ing the Complexities of Human Relation-
ships with Natural .

PUC examines Audit 
Paras of JKHPMC

Asks Corporation to improve its functioning
JAMMU, DECEMBER 12: The Committee on Public Un-

dertakings of Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly 
today directed the higher authorities of Horticulture depart-
ment to take all necessary steps to boost horticulture sector 
in the state.

The committee said this during a threadbare discussion 
on CAG’s Audit report pertaining to Jammu and Kashmir 
Horticultural Produce Marketing and Processing Corporation 
Limited. The Committee which met here today under the 
Chairmanship of MLA, Sat Paul Sharma to examine audit 
Paras pertaining to the corporation for the years 2004-05 
regarding operational performance, diversion of funds, work-
ing of Apple juice concentrate plant at Doabagah, inventory 
management and utilization of refrigerated vans.

Legislators, Asgar Ali Karbalaie, Mohammad Khalil Bandh, 
Rajeev Sharma and Vikram Randhawa also attended the 
meeting and gave remedial measures to early sort out the 
paras besides to improve the functioning of the Corporation.

During the discussions, the Committee asked the higher 
authorities of the corporation that they should go in depth 
and get a detail for each and every procurement and also told 
them that they should also come up with the reasons for why 
36 units of the Corporation are non-functional and asked the 
management the necessary steps must to be taken to bring 
the Corporation a profitable organization.

The Committee also discussed past directions and recom-
mendations of its 42nd and 46th reports and what action has 
taken by the Corporation for the revival and development of 
this sector in the state. The Committee also discussed other 
issues pertaining to the Corporation including revival policy 
of the Corporation and to promote of apricot, mango, walnut 
etc, besides providing of cold storage facilities to the growers 
in the state. Secretary, Horticulture Manzoor Ahmed Lone 
briefed the Committee about the actions taken by the corpo-
ration on observations made by the CAG’s besides overall 
functioning of corporation.

Efforts afoot to augment basic 
services for people: Dy CM

Meets deputations from across JK
JAMMU, DECEMBER 

12:-Deputy Chief Minister, Dr 
Nirmal Singh today said that 
efforts to are afoot to ensure 
that the people of the state 
are provided with quality 
basic facilities of living and 
necessary directions have 
already been passed to the 
executing agencies to ensure 
timely completion of various 
flagship initiatives being 
taken in different sectors.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter was interacting with sev-
eral deputations who had come 
to meet him and projected 
their respective grievances 
and demands.The deputations 
had come from Kathua, Mend-
har, Kargil, Ramban, Anant-
nag, Budgam, Poonch, Paddar 
and other areas of the State. 
Besides Jammu and Kashmir 

Federation of Tour Operators, 
JK Gaddi Sippy Welfare As-
sociation also met the Depu-
ty Chief Minister and pro-
jected their demands.

Dr Singh while assuring 
early redress of the griev-
ances projected by the depu-
tations also gave on spot di-

rections to the officers of the 
concerned departments to 
ensure that these are resolved 
within shortest possible time. 
He said the officers should 
work in a coordinated manner 
to ensure that people do not 
suffer and the benefit of the 
welfare schemes reaches the 

targeted populace.
It is pertinent to mention 

that Deputy Chief Minister 
had been conducting public 
Durbar on every Tuesday in 
which hundreds of Deputa-
tions and people from every 
district have come for redressal 
of their grievances.
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CRUNCH TIME 
AT WTO

As leaders at the World Trade Organisation’s 
11th biennial Ministerial Conference in Buenos 
Aires seek to define the future contours of 
multilateral global trade, the challenges the 
U.S. has mounted on the institution are impos-
sible to ignore. Notable among the proposals 
trade ministers will consider are those relating 
to new rules on farm subsidies, the elimination 
of support for unsustainable fisheries, and the 
regulation of e-commerce. With the backing 
of more than 100 countries, a joint proposal 
from India and China to eliminate the most 
trade-distorting farm subsidies worth $160 
billion in several industrialised economies is 
arguably the most contentious agenda item at 
the Ministerial. The two countries see this as 
a prerequisite to address the prevailing imbal-
ance in the Agreement on Agriculture, which 
unfairly benefits developed countries. But host 
Argentina has cautioned that the joint pro-
posal could potentially unravel negotiations. 
Lending credence to such scepticism is the 
lukewarm stance the U.S. has adopted towards 
the WTO over the past year, suggesting that 
the Ministerial meet should serve as a forum 
for reflection rather than to shape substantive 
agreements. The other major dispute centres 
on finding a so-called permanent solution to 
the large subsidies that underpin public stock-
holding programmes to bolster food security 
in the developing world. The G-33 coalition 
— which includes Indonesia, China and India 
— seeks a complete exemption from commit-
ments to reduce subsidies, such as minimum 
support prices, from this poverty-alleviation 
programme. New Delhi has declined to nego-
tiate any more trade-offs on this proposal at 
Buenos Aires, or accept calls for stringent 
transparency requirements to monitor these 
schemes. The EU and Brazil have expressed 
broad support for the G-33 coalition’s position 
on public stock-holding programmes. But in 
return they seek agreement on their own pro-
posal to reduce trade-distorting subsidies on 
a percentage basis, in both advanced and de-
veloping economies.

The existential crisis facing the WTO is 
heightened by U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
combative approach to the multilateral in-
stitutional framework. Washington has been 
exploring an alternative, unilateral route 
away from the formal dispute resolution 
mechanism of the Geneva-based body to 
settle perceived and real trade conflicts with 
partners. It has blocked fresh appointments 
to fill vacancies on the seven-member WTO 
appellate body. The risk of Mr. Trump’s pro-
tectionist rhetoric translating into econom-
ic barriers remains real. The response to 
that challenge is to make the gains of glo-
balisation more visible and its transient down-
sides politically less painful. Trade leaders 
gathered in Buenos Aires can ill-afford to lose 
sight of this imperative.

A game of chicken in the Korean peninsula
�� Happymon Jacob

Thirteen thousand kilometres. 
That’s how far North Korea’s 
newest Hwasong-15 missile 

can travel, which puts the United States, 
its principal adversary, within striking 
distance. With nuclear capable inter-
continental ballistic missiles in its ar-
senal, and with hardly any workable U.S 
military options to disarm Pyongyang, 
nuclear North Korea is now an inevita-
bility and here to stay. Lessons from the 
tragic end of Saddam Hussein and Muam-
mar Qadhafi would further disincentiv-
ise North Korean supreme leader Kim 
Jong-un to give up his weapons. Pyong-
yang’s neighbours, namely Japan and 
South Korea, and the international com-
munity, the U.S. in particular, however, 
have not reconciled to this reality pro-
voking a nuclear crisis in the Korean 
peninsula.

The rationality of escalation
Kim Jong-un has been called all kinds 

of names, from a ruthless dictator to a 
madman. But Kim’s actions consolidat-
ing his hold over power in Pyongyang 
or developing North Korea’s strategic 
arsenal show that he is anything but 
irrational. More pertinently, his policy 
of taking on the entire international 
community is seemingly premised on 
the classical military strategy of escalat-
ing to de-escalate — to initially escalate 
to unacceptable levels so as to force one’s 
adversaries to make concessions in ar-
eas they otherwise would not. Being 

recognised as a nuclear weapon capable 
state would be the foremost objective; 
survival of his regime and an eventual 
removal of sanctions would be the nat-
ural consequences of such a recognition.

Given that Pyongyang is pursuing 
such an escalatory strategy when there 
is a great deal of great power dishar-
mony and American indecisiveness, the 
odds are heavily stacked in its favour. 
In this game of chicken, Kim seems to 
be the winner.

Great power buck-passing
Ever since Pyongyang withdrew from 

the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
(NPT) in 2003, which led to the Six-
Party Talks to diffuse the situation in 
the Korean peninsula, the North Ko-
rean regime has played the great powers 
against each other, exploiting their re-
spective strategic calculations vis-à-vis 
Pyongyang, and each other. Having 
outmanoeuvred the big boys, North 
Korea conducted several nuclear tests 
and has now reached a point of no return, 
leaving the great powers stupefied and 
outwitted. Notwithstanding Pyongyang’s 
determination to go down this road by 
all means, the differing great power 
endgames and their unwillingness to 
commit sustained political and diplo-
matic capital, individually and together, 
to the Korean peninsula have contrib-
uted to the current crisis in a major way.

Today, having exhausted all its strat-
egies, from imposing sanctions to isolat-
ing North Korea, Washington has neither 
any leverage nor is it in a position to 

make a successful military strike against 
the country. China is not only worried 
about a lethal nuclear fallout in its neigh-
bourhood and the potential rush of North 
Korean refugees into its territory but 
also uneasy about what may otherwise 
be an excellent solution — a reunified 
Korea, something Beijing thinks will 
undercut its rising regional predomi-
nance. Russia, having had clandestine 
dealings with the North Korean regime 
in the past, also has no cards to play. 
And yet, if the unravelling of the Korean 
peninsula weakens Washington’s stand-
ing in the region further, Moscow and 
Beijing would certainly not mind that.

Japan and South Korea, in a sense, 
then are the real victims in this game of 
great power buck-passing and geopo-
litical expediency. Seen as arch-rivals 
by Pyongyang and located in what is 
arguably the world’s most dangerous 
neighbourhood, Tokyo and Seoul would 
be the first to face Kim’s wrath. What is 
complicating their plight even more is 
the shakiness of the extended deterrence 
commitments of U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s “America First” policy.

Going nuclear would not take too 
much time or effort for either of these 
technologically advanced countries. The 
lack of a firm commitment from Wash-
ington on security commitments could 
potentially prompt them to develop a 
modest strategic arsenal which would 
have a domino effect for the region and 
the rest of the international system. In 
a self-help world of such kind, the NPT-

led non-proliferation regime as we know 
it would cease to exist.

Systemic crisis
At the heart of it, the crisis in the 

Korean peninsula reflects an endemic 
and worrying disorder in the contem-
porary international system. For one, 
international diplomacy has failed in 
the region. The ability of the great pow-
ers to compromise and reach a workable 
consensus to deal with global crises seems 
to have considerably reduced especial-
ly with the arrival of Mr. Trump and the 
assertion of China and Russia. What is 
even more worrying is this: the failure 
of the great powers to arrive at a work-
able consensus in crisis situations is 
perhaps a sign of the times to come.

Second, the current crisis is further 
intensified by the deal-breaking tenden-
cies of Mr. Trump. For instance, his 
administration’s tirade against the Iran 
nuclear deal, the end result of long, ardu-
ous negotiations, is sending out all the 
wrong signals to the international com-
munity. If Kim’s North Korea is decid-
edly revisionist, Mr. Trump’s revisionist 
tendencies are equally damaging.

What is also becoming clear today 
is that isolating states that “misbehave” 
does not resolve conflicts. Be it Pakistan, 
Iran or North Korea, isolating states in 
the international system can only further 
complicate existing crises. The reason 
why we have been able to restrain the 
development of Iranian nuclear weapons 
is precisely because the P5+1 (China, 
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 

the United States, plus Germany) reached 
a historic nuclear deal in 2015 despite 
pressure from within the U.S. and coun-
tries such as Israel to use force against 
Tehran. Had it not been for this deal, we 
would have had quite a mess in our neigh-
bourhood today.

Finally, and at a deeper level, the 
disarmament platitudes of the N-5 (or 
the five nuclear weapon states) and no 
progress on their disarmament com-
mitments have eroded the faith of the 
nuclear have-nots in the global nuclear 
order. In an indirect but relevant way, 
such erosion of a normative global order 
has contributed to the North Korean 
crisis. Therefore, those lamenting how 
Kim’s nukes will weaken the non-pro-
liferation regime have only themselves 
to blame for it.

Now that Pyongyang has crossed the 
nuclear threshold, international sanc-
tions and the use of force against North 
Korea will not yield the desired results. 
It will lead to immeasurable human suf-
fering within North Korea and in its 
neighbourhood. We are way past tacti-
cal solutions, and, therefore, only a 
comprehensive, sustained and diplo-
matic solution will work, though the 
result of which is uncertain, and the 
intent for which is non-existent among 
the great powers at this point. However, 
if indeed Kim is “escalating to deescalate”, 
Pyongyang might be open to such en-
gagement especially since it has now 
gone beyond being forcibly disarmed. 
Moreover, for Kim, talking itself would 

constitute a form of recognition for his 
regime.

The most unpleasant part of such a 
comprehensive solution would involve 
according de facto “recognition” to North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons. In other words, 
North Korea has nuclear weapons and 
its delivery mechanism in its custody, 
and there is no getting away from that 
fact, not now. If so, all we can do now is 
to consider how we can live with a nu-
clear North Korea rather than think of 
impractical military solutions to disarm 
Pyongyang. For sure, it would be a pity 
to add it to the list of states possessing 
nuclear weapons. But then there is a 
time to prevent something from becom-
ing a reality, and there is a time to accept 
when it becomes an inevitable reality.

The operational aspect of this ap-
proach would involve taking on board 
North Korea’s historical grievances, 
involving the regional powers including 
China and South Korea to reach out to 
Kim, and reviving the dormant Six 
Party Talks at the earliest. Revival of 
the Six Party talks is important pre-
cisely because entrusting China and or 
Russia to solely deal with North Korea 
would be unwise. Moreover, multilat-
eral engagement would also prevent 
anyone from engaging in underhand 
dealings with Pyongyang.

Happymon Jacob is Associate Profes-
sor of Disarmament Studies, Centre for 
International Politics, Organization and 
Disarmament, School of International 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

War of words
�� By SUHRID SANKAR

MAKING public a telephone call 
to her by Governor Keshari Nath 
Tripathi, a visibly angry West 

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee told 
a press conference on July 4: “Today the Gov-
ernor said a lot of things to me and I have 
been highly insulted. The office of Governor 
is a constitutional post and he has to work 
as per the Constitution. I have not come to 
power thanks to the Governor. I have been 
elected by the people; the Governor has been 
nominated by the Centre. The language he 
used while speaking to me on behalf of the 
BJP [Bharatiya Janata Party] was humiliat-
ing. I have never been so insulted in my life.”

Relations between the Trinamool Congress 
government and the Centre hit an all-time 
low with a bitter public spat between the 
Chief Minister and the Governor over a com-
munal flare-up in Baduria town in the Basirhat 
subdivision of North 24 Paraganas district. 
Such a direct and strident confrontation be-
tween the nominated head of the State and 
the elected head of the government is un-
precedented in West Bengal. Mamata Ba-
nerjee said the Governor had “threatened” 
her. “I told the Governor that you cannot talk 
to me like this. The Governor was speaking 
like a block president of the BJP. Why should 
this happen? We are not servants. After today’s 
insult, I even thought of quitting…. The Gov-
ernor cannot threaten me,” she said.

The phone call from the Governor came 
almost immediately after a BJP delegation 
met him at the Raj Bhavan and expressed 
grave concern over the communal tension at 
Baduria. An objectionable post on Facebook 
by a 17-year-old student unleashed commu-
nal fury on July 2. The police stood by help-
lessly as rioters went on the rampage. The 
violence continued unabated even after the 
arrest of the teenager. Private property was 
looted and destroyed, police vehicles were 
torched and one shopkeeper, Kartik Ghosh, 
was stabbed to death by miscreants. The 
violence spread to the surrounding areas. 
Four companies of the Border Security Force 
(BSF) were deployed to bring the situation 
under control. Although the violence had 
abated by July 8, the region continued to 
remain tense (as of July 11), and the security 
forces remained on high alert.

Governor’s reaction
The Governor expressed surprise at the 

“attitude and language used by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister during the press conference”. 
A statement issued by the Raj Bhavan that 
evening said: “The talks between the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Governor 
were confidential in nature and none is ex-
pected to disclose it. However, there was 
nothing in the talks for which the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister may have felt insulted, threat-
ened or humiliated. The Hon’ble Governor 
did say to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to ensure 
peace and law and order by all means.” The 
statement further clarified that the Governor, 
being head of the State, “is the guardian of 
all citizens of the State and not of any par-
ticular party or section of society”.

The war of words did not end there. 
Rather the tones got even more abrasive and 

the attacks sharper. State Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister and Trinamool secretary gen-
eral Partha Chatterjee said: “The Governor 
is the State’s constitutional head, can he speak 
in this manner, which is beyond the limits 
of his authority? We would clearly like to 
remind the Governor that Raj Bhavan can 
never become a BJP den. We strongly condemn 
the language he used with the Chief Minister, 
threatened her, hurt her feelings…. It has 
repeatedly come to our notice that Raj Bha-
van has been instigating/helping those 
people who fan communal passions.” He 
pointed out that the Governor’s phone call 
came after a BJP delegation met him. “We 
had written to him on many issues earlier. 
We had written to the Centre repeatedly seek-
ing financial assistance. But he never spoke 
out then. Today, he is behaving exactly like 
a [BJP] cadre,” said Chatterjee.

In a strongly worded press release, Raj 
Bhavan said Chatterjee’s statement was an 
“attempt to cover the lapses of the State gov-
ernment and divert the attention from the 
main issue of law and order”, and the allega-
tions of the Chief Minister amounted to “in-
sulting and humiliating the Governor and 
his Office”. It said her allegations were “base-
less” and were “meant only to emotionally 
blackmail the people of West Bengal”.

“The Governor says that instead of mak-
ing accusations against him, it is better for 
the Chief Minister and her colleagues to di-
rect their attention to maintain peace and 
law and order in the State without making 
any distinction on the basis of caste, creed 
or community,” the press release from the 
Raj Bhavan read.

Mamata Banerjee announced a judicial 
inquiry into the communal outbreak and 
claimed that those responsible for starting 
the riots had come from across the border, 
from Bangladesh. Aiming her guns at the 
Centre, she wondered: “How did the border 
suddenly open up? The State government is 
not responsible for guarding the border; it 
is the Centre’s job.” The Trinamool Congress 
received another handle to attack the Gov-
ernor with, when, much to the embarrassment 
of the BJP, senior BJP leader and the party’s 
national secretary, Rahul Sinha, described 
the Governor as a “sainik” (soldier) of the 
“Modi bahini” (Modi army).

“The cat is finally out of the bag. We have 
been saying for a while that the Raj Bhavan 
has been turned into a BJP office; Rahul 
Sinha’s statement confirms it,” said Chat-

terjee. The BJP, however, dismissed Sinha’s 
comment as his own. “The party does not 
agree with him. It is not the party’s stand,” 
said Kailash Vijayvargiya, BJP national gen-
eral secretary who is in charge of West Ben-
gal. It was at Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh’s intervention that decorum was restored.

Interestingly, neither Mamata Banerjee 
nor Raj Bhavan went into the details of the 
conversation that took place between the 
Chief Minister and the Governor. Even at her 
emotionally charged press conference, Ma-
mata Banerjee did not mention what it was 
that she found insulting and threatening in 
the Governor’s words. Although the point of 
conflict remained unclear, the issue has once 
again revived the age-old debate on the role 
of the Governor and the scope of his functions 
and powers.

According to the former Advocate Gen-
eral and noted constitutional expert Bimal 
Chatterjee, there is really no boundary line 
to curb the functions of either the Governor 
or the Chief Minister. “It is their conscience, 
their sense of propriety and awareness of 
their duties, that ultimately dictate their 
functioning. I am not aware of any constitu-
tional provision or legislation laying down 
the limits of a Governor’s functions and pow-
ers. I do not know of any provision that says 
that beyond this point a Governor is overstep-
ping the boundaries of his powers and func-
tions. The boundary is defined by the mu-
tual respect for each other and the mutual 
consciousness of their respective responsi-
bilities,” Bimal Chatterjee told Frontline.

The social scientist and professor of po-
litical science at Rabindra Bharati Univer-
sity Biswanath Chakraborty pointed out that 
the Governor, being a constitutional head, 
had full right to aid and advice the Council 
of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister, 
but it was up to the Council to use its discre-
tion to heed the advice or not. The Governor 
can express concern and even caution the 
Chief Minister on a particularly sensitive 
issue.

“The Governor, I feel, is totally justified 
in expressing concern to the Chief Minister 
over the disturbance in Basirhat, as there 
was widespread lawlessness and no sign of 
any Central forces. He did his normal con-
stitutional work. But the way the Chief Min-
ister reacted is unprecedented. We have seen 
conflicts between the Governor and the Chief 
Minister in several States, including West 
Bengal, earlier, but we have never seen such 

a public outburst against the Governor by 
the Chief Minister. This goes against the 
spirit of the parliamentary form of govern-
ment,” Chakraborty said. He also felt that 
the Governor’s repartee, particularly the 
second one, was unnecessary and it aggra-
vated the situation. Many point to Tripathi’s 
long association with the Rashtriya Sway-
amsewak Sangh and the BJP to justify the 
apprehension of the Trinamool Congress that 
he is behaving in a partisan manner against 
the State government. “It is precisely for this 
reason that the Constitution framers had 
preferred the post of the Governor to be oc-
cupied by a non-political person,” he said.

Centre-State relations
The State government’s bitter feud with 

the Governor marked a new low in the rela-
tionship between the Trinamool government 
and the BJP at the Centre—a relationship 
that has never been cordial, despite the fact 
that Mamata Banerjee was once part of the 
National Democratic Alliance (1999 to 2001, 
and again in 2004). In her tirade against the 
Governor, Mamata Banerjee also launched 
a thinly veiled attack on the Centre and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“Some people are destroying the country 
and then going abroad to talk of unity. They 
are setting fire to the harmony between com-
munities and religions and then saying sweet 
words on religious unity in foreign lands,” 
she said.

The spat served to throw open the flood-
gates of grievances against the Centre. The 
main complaint of the State is that of non-
cooperation of the Centre, particularly with 
reference to the deployment of Central forc-
es to the Darjeeling hills, which have been 
on the boil since June 8.

“It has been a month since trouble broke 
out in the hills…. We have been asking for 
additional Central forces, but the Centre is 
sitting on the requisition…. This is a clear 
case of non-cooperation that goes against 
our federal structure,” Mamata Banerjee 
said.

Trouble seems to be erupting all at once 
in different places and in different forms for 
Mamata Banerjee, creating immense pres-
sure on her government. The Darjeeling hills 
continue to burn as the movement for a 
separate State of Gorkhaland has taken a 
violent turn, communal flare-ups have led 
to a serious law and order crisis in the State 
requiring Central forces to quell the situation, 
and some of the most influential leaders of 
the Trinamool Congress are being summoned 
one after the other by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation and the Enforcement Director-
ate in connection with the Narada case (a 
sting operation carried out by the news por-
tal Narada in which several top Trinamool 
leaders, including its Members of Parliament, 
Ministers, MLAs, and the Mayor of Kolkata, 
were seen accepting cash on camera).

“This is the first time since she turned 
her political career around in 2009 that Ma-
mata Banerjee is facing challenges from 
every corner, and her past successes are fast 
collapsing. Most of the problems she is facing 
are also being exacerbated owing to the com-
plete lack of support from the Centre,” 
Chakraborty said.
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Let Col Purohit, first Army officer arrested ffor terrorism, claims innocence

PM Modi consumes mushrooms worth 
1.20 cr every month, claims Cong ally
BANASKANTH: Latest in the 

line of peculiar allegations hurled 
this election season is Congress ally 
in Gujarat Alpesh Thakor's claim 
that the complexion of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has turned 
fair because he eats mushrooms 
imported from Taiwan that cost Rs 
80,000 per piece."Someone told me 
that you can't eat what Modi ji eats, 
because it's not a food for the poor," 
Thakor said addressing a gathering 
in Gujarat's Vadgaon, and contin-
ued the anecdote, saying he was 
told that the Prime Minister eats 
mushrooms that come from 
Taiwan."One mushroom costs Rs 
80,000, and he eats five mush-
rooms a day. That is why I wonder 
how he turned so fair. He was as 
dark as me," Thakor added.

Thakor also alleged that the 
same person told him that Prime 
Minister Modi has been eating 
those mushrooms since he became 
the chief minister of Gujarat, in 
2001."The Prime Minister who eats 
mushrooms worth Rs 1.20 crore in 
a month, you can imagine how 
many crores of money his workers 
must be eating up," Thakor added.

Amidst the Gujarat elections, 
both Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and Congress Party are leaving no 
stone unturned to claim victory.

The controversial statements 
range from Congress leader Mani 
Shankar Aiyar's "Neech" remark at 
the Prime Minister to the allega-
tions of treason against Aiyar and 
other senior Congress leaders by 
Prime Minister Modi.

Special courts to hear cases 
against convicted politicians

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral Government will set up 
12 special courts, to deal 
with cases against MPs and 
MLAs convicted of commit-
ting serious offences.

The Centre filed an af-
fidavit in the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday in this regard, 
amid hearing of the case 
pertaining to seeking life-
time ban on convicted 
politicians from contesting 
election.A petitioner has 
filed a PIL in the apex court 
to bar convicted politicians 
for life from contesting polls.Earlier in 
April, the Centre had opposed the petition 
citing that there were already adequate 
provisions in the Representation of the 
People Act (RPA) to deal with it.

According to the legal regime under 
the RPA a politician convicted and sentenced 
to a jail term of two years or more shall be 
disqualified from contesting polls for six 
years from the date of his release from 
prison after conclusion of the term.

Punjab industry threatens to boycott 
Congress in municipal elections

LUDHIANA: Punjab's industry 
associations have accused the Con-
gress led state government of not 
fulfilling its promise of providing 
cheap electricity.Miffed industrial-
ists have threatened to oppose the 
Congress party in the municipal 
corporation elections.After a meet-
ing, the representatives of the as-
sociations also announced that if 
their demand was not accepted 
within 15 days, they would go on an 
indefinite strike.

Bandish Jindal, President of the 
Federation of Punjab Small Scale 
Industries Associations, alleged that 
the Punjab government has sent old 
bills and imposed additional tariff.

"The government has not only 
failed to fulfil its promise but also 
betrayed us. The government is try-
ing to put its failures on the indus-
tries. After taking votes of the in-
dustrialists during the election, the 
government is now backing on its 
promise of providing electricity at 

Rs 5 per unit," Jindal said.
He gave a 15-day ultimatum to 

the government and said, "After this, 
strict action will be taken including 
the hunger strike."

The industry will oppose govern-

ment officials, office bearers, MPs, 
legislators and their respect will be 
changed into humiliation. The Con-
gress party's manifesto will also be 
challenged in the court," he added.

Avatar Singh Bhogal, a member 

of the United Cycle Parts Manufac-
turers Association, alleged that be 
it the government of the Akali Dal 
or the Congress, they do not fulfil 
their poll promises.

"The Congress in its election 
manifesto promised to give power 
at Rs. five per unit for five years but 
has started deceiving in the begin-
ning only. We will completely boycott 
Congress in the Municipal Corpora-
tion elections," Bhogal said.

KK Garg and Mohinderpal Singh 
Gupta, on behalf of Furnace Asso-
ciations, said that the industry will 
not pay old bills to the government 
and will take electricity at the rate 
of Rs 5 per unit."We will shut our 
industries if the demand is not met. 
Prior to the elections, Congress had 
said that its manifesto is an affida-
vit. We will challenge the party's 
manifesto in the court too," they 
said.Captain Amarinder Singh is 
heading the Congress government 
in Punjab.

Meeting with Pak officials was not 
'secret', says former advisor to 

Manmohan Singh
NEW DELHI: Former advisor to ex-prime 

minister Dr. Manmohan Singh on Tuesday 
rubbished all allegations about latter con-
ducting a clandestine meeting with Pakistani 
officials to fix results of Gujarat elections.

Speaking to ANI, senior journalist Prem 
Kumar Jha said it was a dinner hosted by 
suspended congress leader Mani Shankar 
Aiyar for Ex-Pakistan External Affair Min-
ister Khurshid Kasuri. And that there was 
nothing 'secret' about the event.

"Kasuri was here and Mr. Aiyar hosted 
a dinner..he invited people from the Con-
gress party and friends like me. And there 
in all 14 to 15 people. 

It was a very impressive group. Former 
prime minister Manmohan Singh came and 
he came in the condition that he will not 
speak. He just wanted to listen to us and 
above all to Kasuri. Former vice-president 
Ansari and many former senior diplomats 
were also there," he said.

Continuing his stance, Jha said that Singh 
and Ansari both have Z+ security protection 
and so have to submit the full list to SPG. So 
there is nothing secret.

"Every invitation came on email, they 
didn't come on WhatsAap, viper or any en-
crypted email services," he averred.

Singh yesterday quashed Prime Min-
ister Modi's accusation about the former's 
secret meeting with Pakistani officials, and 
expressed 'anguish' at 'the canards being 
spread' by the latter.

"I am deeply pained and anguished by 
the falsehood and canards being spread to 
score political points in a lost cause by none 
less than Prime Minister, Sh. Narender Modi. 
Fearing imminent defeat in Gujarat, des-
peration of Prime Minister to hurl every abuse 
and latch on to every straw is palpable," Singh 
said in an official statement.

In one of his campaign rallies, Prime 
Minister Modi alleged Pakistan's interference 
in the Gujarat elections. Claiming that Con-
gress leader Mani Shankar Aiyar, former 
prime minister Manmohan Singh and former 
vice president Hamid Ansari met with Pak-
istan's High Commissioner and Foreign 
Minister at Aiyar's house just before the elec-
tions, the Prime Minister also sought an 
explanation from the opposition.

Rains to boost agriculture in northern region: Bikram Singh
DEHRADUN: Spells of rains 

will provide boost to agriculture 
in the region, said Bikram Singh, 
director of Indian Meterological 
Department (IMD) Dehradun.

"Major spells of rain have been 
received on December 11-12. Now, 

medium to low rainfall will be re-
ceived. This system will prevail 
for next 24-48 hours. High alti-
tudes will receive fresh snowfall 
today and tomorrow," said Singh.

Earlier, the Meteorological 
Department (MeT) has said that 

the western disturbance, in asso-
ciation with an induced cyclonic 
circulation, would bring snowfall 
and rainfall in northern India.

Heavy snowfall have been re-
ported from the states of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Uttarakhand and 

Himachal Pradesh.
Scattered showers and thun-

derstorms were also reported in 
the Northern plains, including 
Delhi and the National Capital 
Region (NCR).The MeT depart-
ment has also forecasted that 

minimum temperatures are very 
likely to fall significantly from 
December 13 onwards over north 
India.Cold days and cold wave 
conditions are likely to prevail 
due to the active weather system, 
the department said.

Opposition to meet 
before winter session to 

formulate strategy
NEW DELHI: The Opposition leaders will hold a meet-

ing on December 14, a day ahead of the winter session to 
chalk out strategy for it.The meeting will be held in Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad's office in the Parliament.

Senior Congress leaders including Anand Sharma, Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad and Mallikarjun Kharge will participate in 
the meeting.

Parliament Winter Session which will start from De-
cember 15, 2017 and last till January 5, 2018, is expected to 
witness heavy fireworks as the Congress would try to corner 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government over a range 
of issues.Earlier, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge had asserted that the Congress party would 
raise various issues in the Parliament session including 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), demonetisation, Rafael deal 
and economic condition.

Centre was recently targeted by the Opposition for delay-
ing the winter session allegedly in the wake of Gujarat as-
sembly elections.

Congress former president Sonia Gandhi slammed the 
Centre saying that it was sabotaging the Winter Session of 
Parliament on flimsy grounds.

BJP terms Rahul Gandhi's temple visits as 'hypocrisy'
NEW DELHI: In another scathing 

attack at Congress president-elect Rahul 
Gandhi over his temple visit, Minister 
of States for Prime Minister's Office, 
Jitendra Singh on Tuesday questioned 
his frequent visits to temples in poll-
bound Gujarat and not in Delhi.Speak-
ing to ANI, Singh further said that the 
Congress scion was undermining the 
votes of Gujarat and is trying to sway 
the voters by his 'temple visit hypocrisy'.

"Religion and faith come naturally 
to a person. He (Rahul Gandhi) visited 
28 temples during Gujarat elections. I 
don't know what he is trying to show to 

the people of Gujarat. For Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi it is his natural way 
of life. When our leaders were not in 
power then also they visited temples 

and observed fasts. But Rahul doesn't 
go to the temple behind the backyard of 
their residence in Delhi," he said.

Stating that Gujarat assembly elec-
tions will be a one-sided competition in 
favour of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), the senior cabinet minister add-
ed that the Congress party would get a 
befitting reply on the day of elections's 
result on December 18.In the run-up to 
Gujarat Assembly elections, Rahul has 
been visiting various temples in the state 
while on a campaign trail.However, the 
BJP has termed the move as an appease-
ment tactic to woo the Hindus voters.

PM Modi's 
statement against 
Mammohan Singh 
unacceptable: Rahul

A HMEDA BA D: 
Congress president-
elect Rahul Gandhi on 
Tuesday said that the 
statement made by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi about his 
predecessor Dr Man-
mohan Singh meeting 
with Pakistan minister 
is not acceptable.Gan-
dhi made the statement 
after Prime Minister 
Modi had recently al-
leged that a "secret meeting" was held by Dr Singh and 
other Congress minister's with Pakistan's High Com-
missioner and Foreign Minister at party leader Mani 
Shankar Aiyar's house just before the elections.React-
ing on suspended Congress leader Aiyar's derogatory 
statement against Prime Minister Modi, he said, "I 
have made it clear I will not tolerate such things, Modi 
ji is after all the Prime Minister of India, though what 
all Modi ji said about Dr Manmohan Singh is also not 
acceptable."In one of his campaign rallies, Prime 
Minister Modi alleged Pakistan's interference in the 
Gujarat elections and said that Aiyar, Dr Singh and 
former vice president Hamid Ansari met with Paki-
stan's High Commissioner and Foreign Minister.

The Prime Minister also sought an explanation from 
the opposition.Today is the last day of campaigning in 
poll-bound Gujarat before the final phase of state as-
sembly elections.The second phase of the Gujarat polls 
will be held on December 14 in 93 assembly constituen-
cies.The first phase of polls for 89 seats took place on 
December 9 and counting of votes will be done on De-
cember 18.The crucial elections are being seen as pres-
tige battle for BJP, which has been ruling the state for 
last 22 years, while it is a litmus test for the Congress.

Centre calls all party meet to discuss 
strategy for winter session

NEW DELHI: Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Ananth Kumar has called an all party 
meeting on December 14 in Parliament Library 
to prepare the strategy for the Winter Session 
of Parliament.Parliament Winter Session will 
be held from December 15, 2017 to January 
5, 2018.Meanwhile, the Opposition leaders 
will also be holding a separate meeting, a day 
ahead of the winter session, in Ghulam Nabi 
Azad's office in Parliament.

Senior Congress leaders including Anand 
Sharma, Ghulam Nabi Azad and Mallikarjun 
Kharge will take part in the meet.

A number of important bills are expected 
to be discussed in the upcoming session.

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi led 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment was recently targeted by the Opposition 
for delaying the winter session in the wake 
of Gujarat assembly elections.

'SEAPLANE' A BIG REVOLUTION IN 
TRANSPORT SECTOR: GADKARI

NEW DELHI: 
After Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi be-
came the first sea-
plane passenger in 
India, Union Minis-
ter of Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari on Tuesday 
called it a "big revo-
lution" in the field of 
transport.

Speaking to ANI, Gadkari said the first-
ever flight by such a craft in the country can 
also be a revolutionary dream for the people 
of India."Today is a historical day as the Prime 
Minister traveled in a seaplane. Seaplane is 
a revolutionary factor in the field of transport. 
It will be a big revolution in the transport 
sector as India has huge potential," he said.

He further informed that within three 
months the government along with the Avi-
ation Minister will formulate its rules and 
regulations and start seaplanes transport in 
different states by 2018.

When asked if Prime Minister Modi com-

muting through seaplane 
has to do anything with 
the upcoming Gujarat 
election, Gadkari said, 
"As per rules and regula-
tions, a Prime Minister 
can use any transport 
facility, it has nothing to 
do with Gujarat Election 
2017. If Rahul Gandhi 
wants he can also use it, 
no politics in it. Infact, I 

feel proud that the Prime Minister of this 
country took the trial."

Prime Minister Modi today travelled from 
Sabarmati River in Ahmedabad to Dharoi 
Dam via sea-plane.During a rally on Monday, 
the Prime Minister had said, "Tomorrow for 
the first time in the history of the country a 
sea-plane will land on the Sabarmati River. 
I will go to Ambaji in the sea-plane after 
landing in Dharoi dam and come back."

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani had 
said that this is for the first time in the his-
tory of the country that a sea-plane will land 
on a water body.
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Vigorous exercise could 
delay Parkinson’s disease
T

hree intense workouts 
a week could slow the 
progression of Par-
kinson's disease, 

according to a study.A team of 
researchers at Northwestern 
Medicine and the University of 
Colorado School of Medicine have 
found that vigorous exercise in 
the early stage of the degenerative 
disease can decrease worsening 
of motor symptoms.The symptoms 
of the disease include progressive 
loss of muscle control, trembling, 
stiffness, slowness and impaired 
balance. As the disease progress-
es, it may become difficult to walk, 
talk and complete simple tasks. 
Most people who develop Parkin-
son's are 60 and older.

"If you have Parkinson's disease 
and you want to delay the progres-
sion of your symptoms, just a stroll 
isn't sufficient. You should exercise 
three times a week with your heart 
rate between 80 to 85 percent 
maximum. It is that simple," said 
lead author Margaret Schenkman.

Previously, it was thought 
high-intensity exercise was too 
physically stressful for individu-
als with Parkinson's disease.

Parkinson's symptoms include 
progressive loss of muscle control, 
trembling, stiffness, slowness and 
impaired balance. As the disease 
progresses, it may become difficult 
to walk, talk and complete simple 
tasks. Most people who develop 
Parkinson's are 60 and older.

Because medications for Par-
kinson's have adverse side effects 
and reduced effectiveness over 
time, new treatments are needed.

The randomized clinical 
trial included 128 participants 
ages 40 to 80 from Rush Uni-
versity Medical Center, North-
western University and the 
University of Pittsburgh in ad-
dition to the University of Colo-
rado Anschutz in Aurora.

Participants enrolled in the 
Study in Parkinson Disease of 
Exercise (SPARX) were at an 
early stage of the disease and not 

taking Parkinson's medication, 
ensuring the results of the study 
were related to the exercise and 
not affected by medication.

"The earlier in the disease you 
intervene, the more likely it is you 
can prevent the progression of 
the disease," said co-lead author 
Daniel Corcos.

"We delayed worsening of 
symptoms for six months; wheth-
er we can prevent progression any 
longer than six months will require 
further study."

Scientists examined the safe-
ty and effects of exercise three 
times weekly for six months at 
high intensity, 80 to 85 percent 
of maximum heart rate, and mod-
erate intensity, 60 to 65 percent 
of maximum heart rate. They 
compared the results to a control 
group who did not exercise.

After six months, participants 
were rated by clinicians on a Par-
kinson's disease scale ranging 
from 0 to 108.

The higher the number, the 

more severe the symptoms.
Participants in the study had 

a score of about 20 before exercise. 
Those in the high intensity group 
stayed at 20. The group with mod-
erate exercise got worse by 1.5 
points. The group that did not 
exercise worsened by three points. 
Three points out of a score of 20 
points is a 15 percent change in 
the primary signs of the disease 
and considered clinically impor-
tant to patients. It makes a dif-
ference in their quality of life.

"We catch people early in the 
disease and are slowing them from 
getting worse, which is significant, 
particularly for a disorder that is 
chronic and progressive," Schen-
kman said.

Schenkman and colleagues 
confirmed it was safe for the par-
ticipants to do high-intensity 
exercise by giving them a cardi-
ologist-supervised graded exercise 
test to evaluate the heart's response 
to exercise.The findings have been 
published in JAMA Neurology.

Researchers say air 
pollution increases risk 

of birth defects

A new study adds to growing evidence that 
exposure to air pollution before conception 
or even during the first month during preg-

nancy increases the risk of birth defects in children.
Although the increased risk is modest, the poten-

tial impact on a population basis is noteworthy because 
all pregnant women have some amount of exposure.

"The most susceptible time of exposure appears 
to be the one month before and after conception," 
says Emily DeFranco, senior author of the study. 
"Public health efforts should continue to highlight 
the importance of minimizing population-level ex-
posure to harmful particulate matter in the air."

Dr. DeFranco and her colleagues examined fine 
particulate matter, which is a significant health haz-
ard because these tiny particles can deposit deep into 
the lower airways and air sacs within the lungs and 
enter the circulatory system.

Fine particulate matter is a mixture of extreme-
ly small particles and liquid droplets that get into the 
air and, once inhaled, can negatively affect many 
aspects of a person's health. To conduct the study, 
the researchers used birth certificate data from the 
Ohio Department of Health and particulate matter 
data from the US Environmental Protection Agency's 
57 monitoring stations throughout Ohio.

They linked the geographic coordinates of the 
mother's residence for each birth with the nearest 
monitoring station and calculated average exposures. 
They then estimated the association between abnor-
malities at birth and the mother's exposure to increased 
levels of fine particulate matter in the air during 
pregnancy.

Dr. DeFranco says there are inherent limitations 
of observational studies such as this but that it pro-
vides a good foundation on which future studies can 
build. Birth defects affect three percent of all births 
in the United States.

The study has been published in The Journal of 
Pediatrics.

This 'black box' 
recorder can measure 
surgeons' proficiency

Scientists have developed a novel recorder 
similar in concept to a flight recorder on an 
airplane that can be used to objectively 

measure surgeons' proficiency in robotic-assisted 
prostate cancer surgery.

The recorder, called the dVLogger developed by 
the US-based Intuitive Surgical, similar to the "black 
box" in flight would evaluate a surgeon's proficiency 
in performing the surgery to ensure patient safety.

When attached to a robotic surgery system during 
radical prostatectomy procedures -- the most com-
mon treatment for prostate cancer -- the recorder 
would capture data that could be used to discern the 
difference between novice and expert surgeons, the 
study showed. 

It captures both anonymised video and movement 
data. "The dVLogger records the surgeon's move-
ments, capturing where the instruments are and how 
the surgeon is moving the instruments," said lead 
author Andrew Hung, Assistant Professor at Univer-
sity of Southern California. 

To measure the recorder's ability, four basic pros-
tate surgery steps were analysed. Data from 100 
procedures performed by both novice and expert 
surgeons were recorded. 

The results, forthcoming in The Journal of Urol-
ogy, showed that novice and expert surgeons could 
be identified by measuring time to complete operative 
steps, distance of instrument and camera travel and 
frequency of camera movements.

"We now have an opportunity to put surgeon 
proficiency under the microscope and see what role 
it plays in patient outcomes," Hung said.

"Creating a sustainable, objective method for 
evaluating surgeon proficiency and standardising 
credentialing is a way to help ensure patient safety," 
he noted.

Kidney 
disease may 
up risk of 
diabetes: 

Study
If you are suffering from kidney 

dysfunction, you may be at high 
risk of developing diabetes, finds 

a study.The risk may be attributed to the 
rising level of urea -- the nitrogen-con-
taining waste product in blood, which 
comes from the breakdown of protein in 
foods. Kidneys normally remove urea from 
the blood, but it can build up when kidney 
function slows down, resulting in greater 
insulin resistance as well as secretion in 
the body.

"We have known for a long time that 
diabetes is a major risk factor for kidney 
disease, but now we have a better under-
standing that kidney disease, through 
elevated levels of urea, also raises the risk 
of diabetes," said the Ziyad Al-Aly, As-
sistant Professor at the Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. 

"When urea builds up in the blood 
because of kidney dysfunction, 

It often results in increased insulin 
resistance and impaired insulin secretion," 
Ziyad added.The findings, published in 
the journal Kidney International, are sig-
nificant because urea levels can be lowered 
through medication, diet -- for example, 
by eating less protein -- and other means, 
thereby allowing for improved treatment 
and possible prevention of diabetes, the 
researchers said.

For the study, the team evaluated the 
records of 1.3 million adults without dia-
betes over a five-year period, beginning 
in 2003.

Out of these, 117,000 of those without 
diabetes -- or 9 per cent -- had elevated 
urea levels, signalling poor kidney func-
tion and were at 23 per cent higher risk of 
developing diabetes .

50 percent individuals aged 40-54 have clogged arteries: Study
You may be middle-aged 

and pride yourself on 
being perfectly healthy 

– normal weight, no diabetes, 
don't smoke – but you still may 
have clogged arteries.Urging 
stronger measures to lower cho-
lesterol, researchers have warned 
that a high level of so-called "bad 
cholesterol," or LDL-C, is the 
main reason why apparently 
healthy individuals suffer heart 
attacks or strokes in middle age.

The report in the Journal of 
the American College of Cardiolo-
gy (JACC) said: Atherosclerotic 
plaques are present in 50 percent 

of middle-aged individuals (40-
54 years old) with no classical 
cardiovascular risk factors.The 
report was based on nearly 1,800 
people who had no classical risk 
factors for heart disease or stroke.

LDL cholesterol was the top 
predictor of arteries that were in 
the process of hardening, but had 
not yet caused a health crisis.

"Even in people with optimal 
blood pressure, blood sugar, and 
total cholesterol, we detected an 
independent association between 
the level of circulating LDL-C and 
the presence and extent of sub-
clinical atherosclerosis," said 

study co-author Javier Sanz of 
Spain's Centro Nacional de Inves-
tigaciones Cardiovasculares Car-

los III (CNIC).Current guidelines 
from the US National Cholesterol 
Education Program describe 

LDL-C levels that are above 160 
mg/dL as "high."Those from 130 
mg/dL to 159 mg/dL are consid-
ered "borderline high."Experts 
should consider lowering these 
thresholds to improve population 
health, the researchers 
argue."Although the absence of 
classical cardiovascular risk fac-
tors is linked to a low risk of car-
diovascular events, people in this 
situation still have heart attacks 
and strokes," said lead author Let-
icia Fernandez-Friera."We there-
fore need to define new markers 
of early atherosclerosis in these 
apparently healthy individuals."

Soy, broccoli may cut breast cancer treatment's side effects
Consuming soy foods such 

as soy milk and tofu and 
cruciferous vegetables 

such as cabbages, kale and broccoli 
may help reduce common side ef-
fects of treatment in breast cancer 
survivors, researchers say.

Treatments designed to prevent 
breast cancer recurrence often in-
hibit the body's production or use of 
oestrogen -- the hormone that can 
fuel breast cancer growth. 

As a result, such patients often 
experience hot flushes and night 
sweats, among other side effects that 
are commonly post menopause.

The findings, led by researchers 
from Georgetown University, 
showed that intake of cruciferous 
vegetables and soy foods were asso-
ciated with fewer reports of meno-
pausal symptoms. Higher soy intake 
was also associated with less report-
ed fatigue. Phytochemicals, or bioac-
tive food components, such as isofla-
vones in soy foods and glucosinolates 
in cruciferous vegetables may be the 
source of the benefit, the researchers 

said. While isoflavones bind to oes-
trogen receptors and exert weak oes-
trogenic effects, glucosinolates in 
cruciferous vegetables influence lev-
els of metabolising enzymes that can 
modulate inflammation and levels of 
oestrogen, possibly attenuating 
treatment-related symptoms.The 
study addresses an important gap in 
research on the possible role of life-
style factors, such as dietary habits, 
in relation to side effects of treat-
ments, said lead author Sarah Oppe-

neer Nomura from the University's 
Georgetown Lombardi Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center."These symptoms 
can adversely impact survivors' 
quality of life and can lead them to 
stopping ongoing treatments," Nomu-
ra said. "Understanding the role of life 
style factors is important because diet 
can serve as a modifiable target for 
possibly reducing symptoms among 
breast cancer survivors," she added.
For the study, published in Breast Can-
cer Research and Treatment, the team 

included 173 non-Hispanic white and 
192 Chinese Americans.Women who 
consumed more soy foods also showed 
suggestive associations with lower re-
porting of other symptoms, including 
joint problems, hair thinning/loss and 
memory, but these associations did 
not reach statistical significance.
Thus, until more study is conducted, 
breast cancer patients should not 
suddenly start eating soy, if they 
have not consumed it before, the re-
searchers warned.

Abortion in India: One in three 
pregnancies gets terminated

Gender identification of an 
unborn baby is frowned 
upon in India, compelling 

authorities to set up strict laws for-
bidding it.Since it leads to female 
foeticide, a practice that involves 
aborting the baby, the process of 
gender identification has been long 
since prohibited.However, the re-
sults of the country’s first large-scale 
study on abortions and unintended 
pregnancies that accounted for 2015 
data has revealed that one in three of 
48.1 million pregnancies in India 
ended in an abortion.According to 
the study published in the noted med-
ical journal Lancet, India recorded 
around 15.6 million abortions in 2015.
Nearly half (48%) of the pregnancies 
were unintended and 0.8 million 
women used unsafe methods for an 
abortion, putting their health and lives 
at risk.The most popular method used 
for abortion was abortion pills, which 

totaled up to 12.7 million or 81% of all 
abortions, while surgical terminations 
of pregnancy was at 2.2 million.
Around 22% or 3.4 million abortions 
were done in public health facilities. 
But 11.5 million or 73% were medica-
tion abortions done outside health 
facilities and 0.8 million were con-
ducted by informal providers.In a 
comparison of the statistics, India’s 
abortion rate of 47 per 1,000 women 
aged between 15 and 49 years is lower 
than Pakistan’s 50 and higher than 
Nepal and Bangladesh, whose figures 
are 42 and 39 respectively.India has a 
strict anti-abortion law that prohibits 
termination of foetuses above 20 
weeks, except when the mother’s life 
is at risk.Surgical abortion can be 
performed only by trained, certified 
doctors in registered facilities, while 
pills to abort foetuses up to seven-
weeks-old can be prescribed outside 
registered hospitals.
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Adani says will ‘adjust to constraints’ 
after Australia coal loan veto

SYDNEY: Indian conglomerate 
Adani Enterprises said on Tuesday 
it would “adjust” to any constraints 
placed on its A$16.5 billion ($12.4 
billion) coal mine project in Aus-
tralia after seeing a government 
loan vetoed by the Queensland state 
premier.Adani planned to use the 
A$900 million loan from the fed-
eral government to help build a 
400 km (250 mile) rail line to con-
nect its proposed Carmichael coal 
mine with a Pacific Ocean port in 
Queensland.

The state’s premier, Annastacia 
Palaszczuk, said she would make 
good on an election promise to veto 
the loan to Adani immediately after 

being formally sworn in on Tuesday 
for a second term. The loan was to 
come under the federal government’s 
Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility (NAIF) programme.

A number of other lenders, in-
cluding Deutsche Bank, Common-
wealth Bank of Australia and two 
Chinese state banks, have already 
said they will not provide funding 
for the Adani coal mine project, 
given the opposition to investment 
in fossil fuels.

“Adani Australia will now 
fully consider and adjust to the 
constraints the veto of NAIF fund-
ing brings,” Adani said in a state-
ment emailed to Reuters, without 

providing further details.“Adani 
Australia is 100 percent commit-
ted to Queensland, we have a strong 

regional Queensland presence. 
This will not change,” Adani said. 

Palaszczuk, who long sup-

ported Adani’s application for the 
loan in the face of widespread po-
litical and environmental opposi-
tion, reversed her position early 
in her campaign, after anti-Adani 
protesters turned up at many of 
her appearances.The NAIF funds 
would have come from the federal 
government, but Palaszczuk as 
premier retains the power of veto 
over applications made for projects 
inside her state.The federal loan 
would have amounted to only a 
fraction of the overall cost of con-
structing the mine, but was seen 
as a first step in reaching financial 
close on a project delayed for years 
by environmental opposition.

AxisRooms introduces vacation rental product 
for homeowners to monetise properties

NEW DELHI: AxisRooms, a travel 
distribution solutions provider for hotels 
and travel accommodations is all set to 
unveil its new Vacation Rental prop-
erty management and maintenance 
service at its Meet & Greet meeting with 
vacation home and homestay owners of 
India in various locations.

The new Vacation Rental product 
will offer to its customers:

-Property management: Making the 
property more accessible and visible 
online through the application of Axis-
Rooms software technology.

-Property maintenance: Manage and 
maintain the Vacation Rental and Home-
stay properties through their existing 
extensive network of local professional 
hospitality partners.

-Guest management: Ensure timely 
interaction with guests and help them 
arrive at the property with ease and 
assist making each guest's stay - a de-
lightful experience.

Through this, the company is offer-
ing a combination of property manage-
ment and property maintenance ser-
vices to vacation rentals and homestay 
segments. The technology will be a great 
enabler as it would connect these small-
er properties with potential guests and 
travellers from the world over, at the 
click of a button. The property owners 
will also be able to manage bookings 
and price management in real time.

In addition to technology, this new 
product from AxisRooms will also pro-
vide property maintenance services 
through its local hospitality partners. 
The homeowners will be assured of a 
world-class service through AxisRooms' 
cutting-edge hospitality distribution 
technology.

AxisRooms, being data-driven and 
working on automated pricing technol-
ogy for accommodation partners, has 
already implemented similar systems 
in the hotel segment and will now le-

verage this knowledge and its platform 
to evolve the distribution and value 
addition to the vacation rental accom-
modations like villas, serviced apart-
ments, homestay and BnB's, with the 
added service of property maintenance 
in this segment.

"We are happy to offer an integrated 
service product to the Vacation Rental 
and Homestay segment. This product 
will bring the synergies of scale to small 
properties, for both property and guest 
management and property maintenance. 
Our aim is to take away the property 
owner's headaches be it marketing woes, 
booking or pricing woes or property 
maintenance issues," said Ravi Taneja, 
Co-Founder and COO, AxisRooms

On a related note, the Meet & Greet 
aims to educate vacation home and 
homestay owners on the benefits of 
adopting the distribution and booking 
technology with the added benefit of 
real-time maintenance services.

Sharekhan ventures into 
online investments in 

mutual funds
NEW DELHI: Sharekhan, a savings and investment 

partner for investors on Tuesday announced the launch of 
InstaMF, its online and paperless mode of investing in mu-
tual funds.In three steps, InstaMF enables investors to buy 
mutual funds or start SIPs (Systematic Investment Plan). 
InstaMF facility is available to investors without the need 
of opening a demat account with Sharekhan.

"InstaMF is in line with Sharekhan's aim of providing 
digital excellence to investors. A pure online platform, In-
staMF will make investing in mutual funds as easy as 1-2-3. 
Investors can choose any scheme according to their invest-
ment horizon and backed by research from Sharekhan," said 
Jaideep Arora, CEO, Sharekhan.

The InstaMF platform allows investors to open an ac-
count in just three steps. In the first step itself, investors 
will know whether they are KYC compliant or not. In case 
their KYC is not in place, Sharekhan will get in touch with 
them within 24 hours to complete the KYC process.Addition-
ally, with an InstaMF account investors will also be able to 
access the 'flexi invest' option provided by Sharekhan. In 
Flexi Invest, investment amount, date and frequency of SIPs 
can be altered at any given point of time.

Casio to release EDIFICE Solar 
Chronograph featuring carbon fiber dial

TOKYO: Casio Computer Co., Ltd. an-
nounced the release of a new addition to the 
EDIFICE line of metal sport watches, which 
combine dynamic design with advanced tech-
nology. The new EQS-800 solar chronograph 
features a dial made from carbon materials.

Under the concept of "Speed and Intelli-
gence," the EDIFICE brand evokes the sense 
of velocity and energy that is found in motor-
sports, while offering diverse, ever-more 
advanced functions made possible by cutting-
edge electronics technologies from Casio.

Befitting the motorsports-inspired styling 
of the EDIFICE brand, Casio has been an 
official partner of the Scuderia Toro Rosso 
Formula One team since 2016.

The new EQS-800 solar chronograph has 
enhanced charging technology which uses 
just a solar panel on the inset dials to store 
plenty of energy to drive the watch. This en-
abled the use of a carbon fiber dial-a first for 

a Casio solar chronograph.Carbon fiber is also 
employed in racing cars due to their light 
weight and strength. In addition to evoking 
motorsports by using carbon, the carbon weave 
gives a sharp, bold look to the watch.

The EQS-800 comes in three models with 
a choice of two watch bands. The models with 
the stainless steel band use a blue, and the 
model with the resin band uses a sleek black.

Sensex falls 94 points as markets remain 
cautious ahead of macroeconomic data

MUMBAI: Key stock indices 
Sensex and Nifty were cautious on 
Tuesday as investors looked forward 
to macroeconomic data due later in 
the day amid a mixed trend in Asia.

The 30-share index was lower 
by 94.02 points, or 0.28%, at 33,361.77. 
It had gained 858.61 points in the 
previous three sessions.

Banking, power, FMCG and re-
alty turned negative.

The NSE index Nifty went below 
the key 10,300 mark at 10,291.85, down 30.40 
points, or 0.29%.Unwinding of positions in 
blue-chip stocks by participants ahead of 
index of industrial production (IIP) data and 
retail inflation, to be released after market 
hours on Tuesday, dragged stocks down.

The Federal Reserve, which is scheduled 
to issue an interest rate policy update on 
Wednesday, kicks off its meeting. It is ex-

pected to lift rates by 0.25%.
Major losers were Asian Paints, HDFC 

Bank, ITC, Kotak Bank, Bajaj Auto and SBI, 
falling by up to 1.92%.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng shed 0.55% while 
China’s Shanghai Composite was down 0.57% 
in early trade. Japan’s Nikkei, however, was 
slightly up 0.02%.

The US Dow Jones Industrial Average 
ended 0.23% higher on Monday.

Admissions open for boarding school at Hayde 
Heritage Academy, Kotdwara

KOTDWAR: Hayde Heritage Acad-
emy, New age boarding school located 
at Kotdwara, Uttarakhand has opened 
its admission to the boarding School for 
the academic year 2018-19. The school, 
which has affiliation with CBSE board, 
selects students on the basis of the avail-
ability of seats and merit of the students.

The application can be downloaded 
from their website www.haydeheritage.
com and registered online.

The personal interaction of the stu-
dent and staff is essential to understand 
the student nature, behavior as well as 
hobbies and interest so that students 
can be comfortable with the staff with-
out any hassles.

The curriculum followed at Hayde 
Heritage Academy is designed to support 
optimal learning for the young adolescent. 
Teachers focus on helping students in 
the areas of organisation, study skills, 
and basic strategies designed to help the 
students identify their learning style 
and how they learn best in order to pre-
pare for the future.

Students are encouraged to become 
active participants in their learning 
journey. Writing, discussion, project 
planning, organization, critical thinking, 
and creative expression are all empha-
sised to ensure competency in prepara-
tion for their future academic endeavors.

The school is known for its Innovative 
Learning with world-class infrastructure 

and amenities and run on the principles 
of discipline and orderliness that is a 
characteristic of the Indian Armed 
Forces. The boarding reflect comfort 
and homeliness within set guidelines 
and give relaxed atmosphere for children 
to enjoy and experience all round devel-
opment.The well designed residences 
are not only modern a comfortable but 
also hygienic and clean. Under the guid-
ance of the house parent assisted by the 
tutors each and every requirement of a 
child is fulfilled with utmost care, per-
sonal attention and affection.

According to Rupamala Singh, Prin-
cipal - Hayde Heritage Academy, "Our 
boarding school believes in giving per-
sonal attention to each child and based 
on their strength we groom them giving 
them excellent opportunities to excel."

The highlight of the boarding school 
is the personal attention and space pro-
vided to each child. On the one hand, 
the children are treated with kindness 
and love, on another hand the school 
inculcates discipline, and behavior to 
the child. Boarding school gives equal 
time for study as well as entertainment 
so that there is all-round development 
of the child. In addition, the school pro-
vides for tutors if required depending 
upon the requirement of the child.

Children are accommodated in dorms 
and rooms according to their age and 
class. These dorms / rooms are well-

ventilated, spacious, well organised with 
adequate furniture and other amenities. 
Each student has an independent unit 
consisting of a bed and a wardrobe with 
box room and sufficient toilets and bath-
rooms.In the life of boarding school, 
food plays an important role. Hayde 
Heritage kitchen menu is designed keep-
ing in mind the preferences as well as 
nutrition and dietary needs of the chil-
dren.The menu is changed on a regular 
basis with a wide variety of cuisines 
including South Indian, North Indian 
and at times Chinese and European. We 
are the proud winner of "Food Category" 
in the Green School Awards of CSE for 
the Year 2016-17.

Hayde Heritage academy has excel-
lent infrastructure for sports and ac-
tivities. These include- Open-air theatre 
in the amphitheatre to watch movies; 
Excellent Sports facilities with special 
coaching facilities for Athletics, Yoga, 
Swimming, Horse riding, Tennis, Vol-
leyball, Football, Basketball, Hockey 
and Cricket.

Teachers of different subjects are 
available to offer additional academic 
guidance after school hours within the 
Hostel premises.

Hostel children's Birthdays are cel-
ebrated within the Hostel premises, and 
parents are welcome to participate in 
the same. Outings are arranged for hos-
tel children on short holidays.

Paytm's '12/12 Festival' 
to involve over five mn 

offline merchants
NEW DELHI: Popular digital payment aggregator Paytm 

in its second edition of the annual '12/12 Festival' witnessed 5 
million offline merchants as participants, as on Tuesday.

This year, participants including large organised stores, 
supermarkets, restaurants, pharmacy stores, petrol pumps, 
milk-booths, small retail merchants across the country will be 
giving best deals and assured cash backs of up to 50 percent 
to shoppers paying through Paytm.The offline shopping festi-
val is aimed at driving greater sales for offline merchant part-
ners accepting Paytm, through best deals and assured cash 
backs on payments through Paytm.This 12/12 Festival celebrates 
the inclusive power of mobile payments and offline retail, is 
part of a drive by Paytm to increase sales for its partner mer-
chants. The company aims to facilitate brick-and-mortar retail-
ers to tap into the digital movement with Paytm, attract new 
customers, and grow their businesses multi-fold. Paytm will 
continue to celebrate this day as an annual event, year on year, 
in a bid to strengthen its relationship with the offline retailer 
community.Having pioneered QR based mobile payments; the 
company has enabled millions of small and large merchants 
to accept payments digitally in their day-to-day business. All 
major brands and local stores across the country that accept 
Paytm will be participating in this campaign by hosting excit-
ing deals and assured cashback.Some of the names include, 
Big Bazaar, Pizza Hut, Reliance Digital, Pantaloons, Apollo, 
More, Peter England, Lenskart, Cafe Coffee Day, Woodland, 
Relaxo, Meena Bazaar."Today, Paytm is accepted at large retail 
chains as well as small stores across the country, and we are 
committed to building the best payments infrastructure for 
our merchant partners. With our '12.12 festival' we celebrate 
customers walking into stores where our merchant partners 
welcome digital payments and offer great rewards for using 
Paytm," said Kiran Vasireddy, COO - Paytm.

Shopholix secures Rs. 
1.5 crore funding in Pre-

Series A round
NEW DELHI: India's first fashion and lifestyle cou-

poning platform for brick and mortar stores Shopholix 
has raised an impressive sum of Rs. 1.5 crore in a Pre-
Series A round of funding led by veteran investor Munesh 
Khanna.With plans to expand its geographical reach, 
Shopholix will utilise the funds to enhance the product, 
strengthen its partner network, and organise overall 
operations by March 2018.Founded by Hemant Upad-
hyay, Abhinav Midha, and Chinmay Bhatt, Shopholix is 
a location based mobile app and web interface that enables 
shoppers to locate, explore and plan their shopping trips.

The company offers offline retailers a unique op-
portunity to interact with digital shoppers, and leverage 
the incoming traffic of users on the platform through 
coupon redemptions, digital payments, and point of sale 
systems.Moreover, the platform seamlessly integrates 
with any brand's retail CRM to help bring existing cus-
tomers on board to the Shopholix platform, thus enabling 
them to experience the next level of retail shopping.

"The common entrepreneurial vision shared by the 
entire team of Shopholix is scalability, both of the prod-
uct, as well as operations. Hence, it became imperative 
for us to seek strategic investors who can not only bring 
their knowledge of growing businesses on board, but 
also help us with their wide network in the industry. Mr. 
Khanna, as an experienced professional and investor, 
brings with him these very credentials, and we are ex-
tremely delighted to have him on board as a mentor to 
the company," said co-founder Shopholix, Abhinav 
Midha."Shopholix has grown exponentially thanks to 
its innovative business model and by leveraging digital 
tools and technologies for offline retailers. Moreover, by 
tapping into a largely unexplored segment like offline 
retail with its focused digital marketing solutions, the 
start-up is well on its way to becoming a market leader 
in the segment. I'm confident of its growth trajectory 
and pleased at the opportunity to offer my assistance 
and insights to its talented leadership team," said Munesh 
Khanna.With operations live in Mumbai, Shopholix 
allows shoppers to discover deals and discounts from 
around 2,000 local stores, and redeem mCoupons at the 
retail outlets of popular fashion and lifestyle brands, all 
on the platform.The company plans to bring on board 
10 lakh total users, and achieve profitability with a val-
uation of Rs. 100 crores by 2022.

However, it plans to expand its presence across In-
dian metros and Tier-1 cities, along with major global 
shopping destinations such as Dubai, Bangkok, Abu 
Dhabi, Singapore, and Hong Kong. 

MAN announces new 
initiatives for 2018

 in India
MUMBAI: MAN Trucks on Tuesday announced new 

initiatives that the company will roll out in 2018. These 
include introduction of Mobile24 and MAN ProfiDrive 
and introduction of new digital tools for customer con-
nect.Mobile24 is a 24x7 roadside assistance service that 
will support all MAN trucks and buses operating in the 
country, especially haulage vehicles. This will also be 
included in repair maintenance contracts (RMC) that 
can be customised to suit specific customer requirements.

The MAN ProfiDrive programme will provide train-
ing to drivers to help them operate with better safety 
and deliver greater fuel efficiency. MAN will also offer 
customer solutions using digital platform that will make 
the interaction with the company more value-driven and 
efficient. These initiatives will be rolled out in a phased 
manner in 2018.The announcement was made at the 
company's factory in Pithampur to mark the successful 
conclusion of The MAN Expedition. The Pan-India drive 
comprising four tractors and a rigid truck concluded 
with all the vehicles arriving at Pithampur.The activity 
included the CLA Evo 40.250, 49.250 and 49.300 trac-
tors and 31.300 rigid truck. All these vehicles carried 
rated payload to demonstrate performance in true op-
erating conditions. The three routes accounted for over 
9,000 kms traversed by the vehicles that stopped at 29 
dealer locations across India.Joerg Mommertz, Chair-
man and Managing Director, MAN Trucks India, said, 
"We have always offered solutions that improve cus-
tomer experience with MAN brand. With Mobile24, 
customers get the assurance of MAN care at all times. 
The MAN ProfiDrive programme aims to help drivers 
deliver better fuel economy with their MAN machines. 
Awareness about safe driving practices is the other aspect 
that the ProfiDrive programme will aim to create. Digi-
tisation is increasingly becoming a tool of convenience 
for customers and we plan to offer solutions to make it 
easier for them to connect with MAN. I am confident 
that these initiatives will make the overall association 
of customers with MAN more value driven."With Mo-
bile24, customers can access MAN roadside assistance 
24x7. Customers get the immediate response by calling 
our call centre where a qualified agent sets everything 
in motion to ensure help reaches as quickly as possible. 
This will benefit the haulage operators immensely as 
efficient transport is an inherent requirement of the 
logistics business.With 35 years of expertise, MAN 
ProfiDrive has made a significant contribution to the 
all-round support for business owners, fleet managers 
and drivers in over 67 countries worldwide. MAN 
ProfiDrive has continuously improved and expanded 
in terms of its daily dealings with customers as well 
as the available training portfolio.These initiatives 
compliment the reliability and efficiency of the MAN 
CLA Evo haulage series. The products offer unique 
benefits such as highest payload in their respective 
categories; best-in-class fuel efficiency; unmatched 
20-hour duty cycle; and maximum product lifecycle. 
Offered along with Aftersales customer solutions such 
as Repair Maintenance Contracts, lubricants and cool-
ant, customers get the best value proposition.



08 SRINAGAR  |  December 13, 2017, Wednesday

www.facebook.com/TimeandUswww.timeandus.com timeandus111@gmail.com timeandus @timeandus SPORTS

Printer, Publisher, Owner and Editor: Mushtaq Mohammad Sadiq, R.N.I No: JKENG/2015/62397, Published From: Huda Lodge, Central Market, Abi Guzar, Srinagar, Kashmir (J&K) 190001,
Printed at: Sangarmal Offset Press Humhama Kashmir, Postal Registration No: JK-NP-233/SKGPO-2015-2017, Cell No: 9419000290, 01942480114,

Feedback: timeandus111@gmail.com, Layout Designer: Azhar Yaseen (+91-9419063021)

‘ANDERSON LIKELY TO BE LESS DAMAGING IN PERTH’
PERTH: England opening 

bowler James Anderson is un-
likely to get the same swing and 
movement that made him ‘very 
damaging’ during the second 
Ashes Test but will still be a 
handful early on in Perth, Aus-
tralia’s Cameron Bancroft has 
said.Anderson was at his un-
playable best with the pink ball 
in Australia’s second innings in 
the day-night Test in Adelaide 
and took 5-43 to bowl the hosts 
out for 138 and give his side an 
outside chance of squaring the 
series.“When he’s able to swing 
the ball like that, he’s extremely 
hard work and he’s very, very 
damaging,” Bancroft told re-
porters in Perth on Monday 

ahead of what could be the se-
ries-clinching match for the 
hosts.“No matter what’s going 
on, it’s bloody hard work when 
the ball is swinging like that.

“You can have the best game 
plan in the world but there can 
be a ball with your name on it.”

Bancroft added that the 
pressure Anderson applied in 
the twilight on the third day of 
the second Test had stymied the 
normally free-flowing Austra-
lian batsmen and made them 
work for every run.

Anderson’s performance, his 
first five-wicket haul in Austra-
lia, turned out be in vain in the 
end, though, as the hosts steadi-
ly chipped away at England on 

the fourth day when they were 
chasing 354 for victory.

Josh Hazlewood then took 
two quick wickets early on the 
fifth day before Mitchell Starc 
ripped through the tail to bowl 
England out for 233 and give 
Australia a 120-run victory and 
2-0 series lead heading to the 
WACA Ground for the third Test 
starting on Thursday.

Perth local Bancroft was 
looking forward to playing on 
his home ground, having scored 
a career-best 228 not out there 
against South Australia before 
he was called into the national 
side to make his debut in the 
first Test in Brisbane.

While the WACA pitch had 

flattened and become more 
batsmen friendly compared to 
the past when it provided 
steepling bounce and express 
pace, Bancroft said it would still 
give the swing bowlers like An-
derson some assistance early 
on.“Always in the first session at 
the WACA it can be quite hard 
work, but like anything, if you’re 
willing to put in the hard yards 
early you can reap rewards later 
in the game,” said Bancroft.

“It’s such a fast outfield that 
you don’t have to worry too 
much about scoring, the ball 
goes through the infield and you 
instantly get two even if you 
don’t hit it really well. That’s the 
beauty of playing at the WACA.”

Suarez and Messi strike as Barca maintain La Liga lead
BARCELONA: Barcelona need-

ed an overzealous tackle by an in-
experienced Villarreal opponent to 
help keep their five-point lead at the 
top of La Liga on Sunday.

Barca were struggling to break 
down Villarreal until 22-year-old 
Daniel Rabaseda earned a direct 
red card for a studs-first tackle into 
the ankle of Sergio Busquets.

Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez 
took full advantage of the holes 
that opened up in the hosts’ defence, 
scoring twice to give Barcelona a 
2-0 win away from home.

“We were in control and the 
sending-off completely changed 

the match,” Villarreal coach Ja-
vier Calleja said. “He tried to go 

for the ball and arrived late. It was 
a foul, but I don’t think it was a 

red. It is easier to send off young 
players.”Suarez broke the deadlock 
in the 72nd minute, rounding goal-
keeper Sergio Asenjo to complete 
a move of quick passes by Messi, 
Jordi Alba and substitute Paco 
Alcacer before Messi blasted home 
a second 11 minutes later to get the 
Catalans back to winning ways 
after successive draws with Valen-
cia and Celta Vigo.“In the second 
half after the sending-off we had 
more chances to win the game,” 
Suarez told Movistar TV.“They 
played a very good game tacti-
cally and we weren’t precise enough, 
but in the second half we came out 

with a different mentality to take 
the three points.”

Valencia remain Barca’s closest 
challengers five points back, but 
Atletico Madrid also maintained 
their title charge with a 1-0 win at 
Real Betis after a goal by Saul Ni-
guez to stay six points off the top.

Real Madrid are eight points 
behind in fourth and Barca will 
have the chance to go into El Clas-
ico away at Real in two weeks’ time 
with an 11-point lead over their 
rivals.Barca host Deportivo la Co-
runa next weekend, whilst Real 
are in action at the Club World Cup 
in Abu Dhabi.

BCCI’s decision to 
host Afghanistan for 
first-ever Test lauded

BARCELONA: Barcelona needed an overzealous tack-
le by an inexperienced Villarreal opponent to help keep 
their five-point lead at the top of La Liga on Sunday.

Barca were struggling to break down Villarreal until 
22-year-old Daniel Rabaseda earned a direct red card for 
a studs-first tackle into the ankle of Sergio Busquets.

Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez took full advantage of the 
holes that opened up in the hosts’ defence, scoring twice to 
give Barcelona a 2-0 win away from home.

“We were in control and the sending-off completely 
changed the match,” Villarreal coach Javier Calleja said. 
“He tried to go for the ball and arrived late. It was a foul, 
but I don’t think it was a red. It is easier to send off young 
players.”Suarez broke the deadlock in the 72nd minute, 
rounding goalkeeper Sergio Asenjo to complete a move of 
quick passes by Messi, Jordi Alba and substitute Paco Al-
cacer before Messi blasted home a second 11 minutes later 
to get the Catalans back to winning ways after successive 
draws with Valencia and Celta Vigo.

“In the second half after the sending-off we had more 
chances to win the game,” Suarez told Movistar TV.

“They played a very good game tactically and we weren’t 
precise enough, but in the second half we came out with a 
different mentality to take the three points.”

Valencia remain Barca’s closest challengers five points 
back, but Atletico Madrid also maintained their title charge 
with a 1-0 win at Real Betis after a goal by Saul Niguez to 
stay six points off the top.

Real Madrid are eight points behind in fourth and 
Barca will have the chance to go into El Clasico away at Real 
in two weeks’ time with an 11-point lead over their rivals.

Barca host Deportivo la Coruna next weekend, whilst 
Real are in action at the Club World Cup in Abu Dhabi.

Ashes 2017-18: Alastair Cook dismisses 
retirement talks heading into 150th Test

LONDON: Former England captain 
Alastair Cook insisted retirement is not 

on his mind as he prepares for his 150th 
Test against Australia in the Ashes.

Already England’s most capped Test 
player, veteran batsman Cook will reach 
another milestone when struggling 
Ashes holders England face Australia 
in Perth on Thursday.

But there are suggestions the end 
could be nigh for Cook, who has only 
managed scores of 37, 16, 2 and 7 as 
Australia enjoy a 2-0 series lead in the 
Ashes, with former players Mitchell 
Johnson and Kevin Pietersen indicating 
as much recently.

However, the 32-year-old opener 
told reports on Tuesday: “They’ve had 
no contact time with me.

“They wouldn’t know the extra nets 
I’ve done behind doors.

“I have no idea [when he will retire] 
and I’ve said that since I gave up the 
captaincy.”

If England lose the third Test at the 
WACA, they will surrender the urn to 
Australia.

Premier League: 
Chelsea’s out of sorts 
Alvaro Morata to miss 
Huddersfield game

LONDON: Chelsea forward Alvaro Morata will miss 
the Premier League game at Huddersfield Town on Tuesday 
with a back problem but Danny Drinkwater has returned 
to the squad after illness, coach Antonio Conte said on 
Monday.“Drinkwater started to train on Sunday after his 
fever,” said the Italian, with the former Leicester City mid-
fielder having missed Saturday’s 1-0 defeat at West Ham 
United.“He’s come with us, but for sure after three or four 
days with a fever, his physical condition is not at the top 
level,” Conte said on Chelsea’s website (www.chelseafc.
com).“David Luiz is continuing to recover from his knee 
problem. And Morata is out. He is a bit tired and he has a 
problem in his back,” Conte added of the Spaniard, who 
has 10 goals this season.

The Italian, whose team won the title last season with-
out the demands of European football, were drawn on 
Monday to face Barcelona in the Champions League last 16 
stage.“I think we have to face the reality and will try to do 
our best,” said Conte, whose players are already tired hav-
ing featured in a pre-season tour of Asia before the season 
began.“If I stay here to complain it is not the right way.

“For sure it is difficult because to face a game every three 
days is not simple, especially if your squad is not big, but 
at the same time we have to face this situation,” he was 
quoted as saying by The Independent.

“We have to try to do our best. For sure some players 
can be tired, that’s normal because some players are play-
ing from this summer and our tours in China and Singapore.”

Conte is struggling to get consistent results in the Pre-
mier League this term and his third-placed side are 14 
points adrift of leaders Manchester City after 16 games.

Huddersfield have won three of their last four games at 
the John Smith’s Stadium, with Manchester City only se-
curing a 2-1 win with a late goal, and Conte expects a tough 
test.“We are facing a team in a good moment of form. In 
the last game they played a great game against Brighton,” 
he said referring to Saturday’s 2-0 home win.

“We must pay great attention to the counter-attack 
because they have fast players.

“They are in a good moment of form and we must be 
very good to be more clinical in this game, because in the 
recent period we weren’t clinical.”

Sourav Ganguly hits out at Indian cricket 
team selection after Dharamsala debacle

MOHALI: India are already 
1-0 down and they need to win 
this match to stay alive in this 
3-match series.

Former India skipper Sourav 
Ganguly is confident of an India 
comeback.

“You see,” Ganguly told Hin-
dustan Times over phone, “what-
ever happened in Dharamsala 
was an aberration and we all 
know the capability of these bats-
men. What is worrying me 
though, is, are India playing the 
best team? I know it will seam in 
Mohali too -- since it’s an 11.30am 
start -- and India must play 
Ajinkya Rahane at No.3. He 
should have played in Dharamsa-
la too because he has the ability to 
play in such conditions. So, I am a 

little curious to know why he 
didn’t play.”

India were reeling at 29-7 be-
fore Mahendra Singh Dhoni and 
Kuldeep Yadav took them to 112. 
That proved too little in the end. 
After the game, the stand-in cap-
tain Rohit Sharma said the team 
management has earmarked him 
for opener’s slot.

But Ganguly differed. “There 
isn’t much difference in the jobs 
of Nos. 1-3 in ODIs. So, going by 
the conditions in Dharamsala and 
Mohali, it is imperative Rahane 
plays at No.3. In fact, to my 
mind, both Rahane and KL Ra-
hul (not in the squad) should 
be playing more and more 
ODIs. When Virat comes back 
at No.3, there will still be slots 

at Nos.4 and 5 (with Dhoni at 
No.6) and if you are looking at 
the World Cup 2019, I would 
want the selectors and team 
management to back Rahane 
and Rahul. They have proved 
themselves in the past and 
I think they will make the 
middle-order more pro-
ductive.”

India have been 
searching for consistency 
in the middle-order and 
on days the top order 
hasn’t given India a good 
start, the team has 
struggled. Ganguly feels 
Virat’s absence in this se-
ries can bring opportunities 
to others. “Virat has 
played for so 
long 
and 

he needed rest. People like 
Shreyas Iyer and Manish Pandey 
should use the opportunities and 

score big. But I do somehow feel 
they have to raise (the level of) 

their batting in such trying 
conditions. That’s why I 
want the selectors to allow 
Rahane and Rahul 25-30 
ODI games leading up to 
the World Cup. They will 
get used to those positions.”

He had a piece of advice 
for the openers. “An early 

start in Mohali would mean the 
ball will swing and seam with all 

the moisture around and with 
two new balls being used from ei-
ther end, Rohit and Shikhar have 
to play out the phase. Once set-

tled, batsmen will enjoy hit-
ting through the line on 

the Mohali wicket,” 
Ganguly said.

The Indian cricket team arrived 
here on Monday, carrying a burden of 

expectations. If the weather and conditions 
are anything to go by, then the home 

batsmen are up for a challenge again as 
seamers may again play an important role 

in the second ODI at Mohali. 


