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AFGHANISTAN SKIPPER ASGHAR STANIKZAI

SRINAGAR DISTRICT PLAN PEGGED AT RS. 149.54 CR, CM CHAIRS DDB MEET
Mehbooba announces release of

Rs. One Cr each to MLAs of Srinagar
district to strengthen social infra

SRINAGAR, MAY 15: Chief Min-
ister, Mehbooba Mufti today an-
nounced release of Rs. One crore each
inrespectofallthe MLAs of Srinagar
District for rebuilding social infra-
structurein their constituencies even
as the District Capex Plan has been
pegged at Rs. 149.54 crore for 2018-
19.

Chairingthe District Development
Board meeting of Srinagar district
here today, the Chief Minister also
announced release of Rs. five crore
to be kept at the disposal of SKIMS
forestablishinga Cancer Centrethere.
Asimilarrelease of Rs. five crore would
be made for Jammu for establishing
a Cancer Centre there as well, the
Chief Minister announced. She also
directed earmarking Rs. 10 crore for
constructing Community Halls in
various parts of the city, particu-
larly Shehre Khaas.

Ministers, Syed Altaf Bukhari,
Javed Ahmad Mir, Muhammad Ashraf
Mir, Asiea Naqash; legislators, Ali
Muhammad Sagar, Mubarak Gul,

Shamlma Firdous, NoorMuhammad
Moulvi Abid Ansari, Ishfaq Jabbar,
Khursheed Alam and Anjum Fazili
were present in the meeting.
Mehbooba Muftidirected the of-
ficers to undertake repair of lanes,
drains, macadamisation of roads and
strengthening of power distribution
system in the Srinagar city, particu-

larly Shehre Khaas on prlorlty add-
ing that the allocations of Rs. One
crore each be utilized for pacing up
these works. She said there is aneed
for developing more parks and green
spaces in the city and till the Smart
city project kicks off these interven-

tions should be made on priority.
» SeeMehbooba...Pg02

Director FTIl Pune
calls onCM

SRINAGAR, MAY 15:Hailing the
jointinitiative launched by Film and
Television Institute of India (FTII),
Pune and the Department of Infor-
mation & Public Relations (DIPR),
J&K to conduct skill development
courses in Television Production and
Filmmaking for the State’s youth,
Chief Minister, Ms Mehbooba Muf-
ti today assured full support of the
State Government for carrying forward
this novel initiative.

“The State Government will pro-
vide whatever support is needed to
carry forward this innovative and
creative initiative,” Ms Mehbooba
told the Director, FTII Pune, Mr
Bhupendra Kaintholawho called on
the ChiefMinister here this morning.

Hewasaccompanied by Director
Information & Public Relations,

» SeeDirector...Pg02

Trooper killedin Pak firing,
cop loseslifeinmilitant
ambushin South Kashmir

Srinagar, May 15, CNS: A
Border Security Force (BSF)
trooperwaskilled on Tuesday
in cross-border firing on the
international border (IB) in
Jammu and Kashmir's Sam-
ba district.

"Pakistan rangers started
ceasefireviolationat1.30a.m.
Theyresorted to unprovoked

firing at the BSF positions on
the IB in the early hours.

"BSF constable, Devinder
Singh, was injured in the fir-
ing. He succumbed to his
injuries later," a BSF official
said here.

The Indian positions re-
taliated effectively and strong-
ly. Firing exchanges between

the two sides continued for
nearly three hours, he added.
Meanwhile, militants
attacked a police vehicle in
South Kashmirthat resulted
in the injuries of two cops.
One of the injured cop suc-
cumbed to his injuries.
Militants carried out
» SeeTrooper...Pg 02

Council Panel calls for improving working
conditions for Police personnel

SRINAGAR, MAY 15: The Department
Related Standing Committee-(DRSC-III)
of Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council
today reviewed the overall functioning of
the Home Department at a meeting held
here under the chairmanship of MLC, Su-

rinder Choudhary.

Legislators, Showkat Hussain Ganai,
Thakur Balbir Singh, S Charanjeet Singh
and Firdous Ahmed Tak,Principal Secretary
Home Department, R KGoyal, Special DGP
Hgs, VKSingh, ADGP (AP), AK Choudhary,
ADGP (Security), Munir Khan, IG Head-

Legislative Council, Mohammad Ashraf
Wani and other senior officers of Police and
Council Secretariat attended the meeting.

The issues which were prominently fig-
ured in today's meeting included, transfer
policy for SPOs, drivers, hike of their wag-

es, improving other facilities so that they

quarters, Anand Jain, Special Secretary

can perform their duties more efficiently.
The Committee opined that the SPOs and
drivers are performing their security re-
lated duties in tough conditions and they
deserve some encouragement by way of
providing them suitable monitoring benefits,

» SeeCouncil...Pg 02

POLICE ACTION ON
TEACHERS DURING PROTEST
SHAMEFUL: QAYOOM WANI

‘Ignoring contingent paid employees in SRO

520 totally injustice’

Srinagar, May 15 (KNS): Senior JCC Leader and Pres-
ident Employeesjoint Action committee, Chairman JKTF
Abdul Qayoom Wani condemned the use of force on peace-
ful demonstration of teachers at Partap Park Srinagar.

In astatementissued to KNS, Wani said that the build-
ers of nation deserve respect and honor at all situations
but the way police used lathicharge, water canning, exces-
sive use of force on builders of nation is totally unaccept-
able. He urged upon the administration for immediate
enquiry into the incident so that such type of inhuman

» SeeQayoom...Pg(02

Improve performance, show visible change
on ground Veerl to RDD Officials

Srinagar, May 15: Minis-
terfor Rural Developmentand
PanchayatiRaj, Abdul Rehm-
an Veerihas said that various
projectand programmebeing
implemented by Rural Devel-
opment Department in the
state needs to be executed
efficiently so that benefits
reach the common masses.
He said that every officer as-
sociated with RDDisrespon-
sible and accountable for the
taskassigned tothemand are
supposed to bring positive
change on the ground by put-
tingintheir dedicated efforts.

The Minister was speak-
ing while chairing a meeting
toreview the progress under
schemes of National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM)
including UMEED and Hi-

mayat. The meeting also dis-
cussed the performance un-
der Integrated Watershed
Management Programme
(IWMP) in Kashmir division.

Secretary RDD Sheetal

Nanda, Chief Executive Of-
ficer IWMP Farooq Ahmad,
Mission Director JKSRLM
Javed Bakshi, Chief Operating
Officer Himayat Kapil

» SeeVeeri...Pg02

2 yearson:

ANANTNAG PARLIAMENT
SEAT STILL VACANT

Political leaders on run in South Kashmir

Srinagar, May, 15, CNS: It has been over two years,
Anantnag Parliament seat is still lying vacant. Not a single
political party or any leader is willing to approach people
or organize any rally in any part of South Kashmir’s four
districts-Pulwama, Shopian, Kulgam and Anantnag.

Once a bastion of ruling People’s Democratic Party,
South Kashmir is now hub of militancy where people
mostly youth are showing greater inclination towards
militancy. The gunfights, killings, stone-pleting, clashes
and protests have almost blocked the entry of politician
who fears to tread into Southern parts of Kashmir.

Anantnag Assembly seat had fallen vacant with the

» SeeAnantnag...Pg02

Sat Sharma for making use of cost-
effective techmques in constructlons

SRINAGAR, MAY
15- The Minister for
Housing and Urban De-
velopment, Mr. Sat Paul
Sharma today directed
theofficerstoincorporate
latesttrendsin architec-
ture for cost effective
constructions of govern-
ment and related build-
ings in the state.

The Minister was addressing officers dur-
ing a review meeting of the J&K architect
organization and building centres here today.

Itwasattended by the Chief Architectand

Director Building Centre J&K, Mr. V. K. Panth

and other senior officers.
The Minister called for using the innova-
tive and cost-effective techniquesin construc-

tions to make housing facilities affordable
» SeeSharma...Pg02

JK HCBA CONDEMNS
BUKHARI'S ARREST

Describes arrest as assault onjudiciary, lawyers

Srinagar, May 15 (KNS): J&K High Court Bar Asso-
ciation Srinagar, condemns the unwarranted and illegal
arrest of Advocate Shabir Ahmad Bukhari, member law-
yer of the Bar Association by the State Police authorities
and describes the arrest of the Ld. Advocate assault on

the judiciary and lawyers.

A General Body meeting of the Bar Association was
held at High Court complex, wherein the lawyers expressed
deep concern on the arrest of said advocate and demand-
ed hisimmediate release. Taking serious note of the illegal
arrest of Shabir Ahmad Bukhari, the members of the Bar
Association decided to abstain from appearing before the

» SeeHCBA...Pg02

‘Increasing menace of beggars in

Srinagar city worry residents, tourists’

Police completely turned a blind eye to the matter
Srinagar, May 15 (KNS): In the absence

of strong laws, begging of non- Locals has
taken alarming dimensions in the Srinagar
city, with the women and children as young
as six-year-olds in shabby conditions roam-
ing the market places and seeking alms.

It has also been seen that the increasing
menace of beggars is also worrying the hun-
dreds of tourists visiting the valley daily.
“Instead of being welcomed by the authorities
of J&K Tourism or Tourism Development
Corporation (JKTDC) the visitors after enter-
ing into the city here are welcomed by scores
of non State Subjectbeggars whomostlyinclude
children and women,” one of the senior resi- »

dents of Rajbagh said.

He said that most of time the situation
turns ugly when these beggars force the
See Beggers...Pg 02

School Timing
Changed

Srinagar, May 15 (KNB):
Theschool education depart-
ment hasonceagain ordered
change in school timings in
Kashmir province. Perti-
nently, as peran orderissued
bysecretaryschool education
department, timings for all
government and recognized
private schools in Kashmir
division and winter zone of
Jammu will be from 09 am
to 3 pm “with immediate ef-
fect.”

“Heads of the schools of
governmentas well as private

» SeeSchool...Pg02
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JRL calls for Lalchowk Chalo on
PM Modji’s Kashmir visit

To form six member committee to chalk out mechanism for future strategies

Srinagar, May 15 (KNS):
The Joint Resistance leader-
ship (JRL) comprising of Syed
Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and Muhammad Ya-
sin Malik on Monday called
Lalchowk Chalo on Saturday
May 19 against the proposed
visitof Prime Minister Narind-
er Modi and dared the Modi
government toliftban onthe
political activities of pro-
freedom leaders.

Inanextraordinarymeet-
ing theleaders strongly con-

demned the atrocities com-
mitted against people through-
outthe Kashmir,”the JRLsaid
and added that proposed

visitof Indian premieris aimed
at to hoodwink the opinion
of international community.

» SeelJRL...Pg02

‘Despite spending crores over the years, Govt

fails to restore pristine glory of Dal lake’
No visible improvement in cleaning, dredging, deweedlng of lake

Srinagar, May 15 (KNS):
Despite the government hav-
ing spent more than Rs 10
crore for dredging, cleaning,
deweeding, Dal Lake, the
departments concerned have
failed to restore pristine
glory of the lake.

Official sourcestold Kash-
mir News Service (KNS) that
above Rs 10 crore have been
spent on cleaning, dredging
and deweeding of Dal from
2015. Despite that the condi-
tion of the famed Dal Lake

Written test for
General Teacher

posts postponed
to May 27

e e e e R S Ty =
e Z T : Srinagar, May 15 (KNB):

has deterlorated overthe years.
Givingdetailssourcessaid

Secretary J&K Services Selec-
tion Board today informed
that the written test for the
posts of General Teacher, ear-
lier scheduled for May 19, is
postponed to May 27, 2018.
"Objective type written
testfor General Teacher posts
for advertisement number

06/2017/02, 06/2017/06,
s oo | 06/2017/07 and 06/2017/10

that an amount of Rs 4.06 is here postponed and
» SeeDal...Pg02 » SeeTest...Pg02
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MEHBOOBA

The Chief Minister also directed immediate operation-
alisation of Radpora stadium and identifying a patch of land
at Iddgah for establishing a children’s park there. She also
directed completion of heritage gate by Tourism Department
at Iddgah for which she asked the IGP Kashmir zone to sort
outissues with CRPF. She also asked the Health Department
to explore the possibility of shifting the shopkeepers at Gou-
sia hospital to a nearby complexl and use that space for hos-
pital activities.

The meeting was informed that five bridges are being
commissioned in the city soon besides two each schemes
under CRF and NABARD. Also an expert team from New
Delhi is coming to Srinagar to survey the need for establish-
ment of grade separators at various spots in the city to arrest
the traffic congestion.

Besides, the meeting was informed that Cluster Univer-
sity, Srinagar and SPS Library complex at M A Road are almost
ready for operationalization and two colleges at Zakura and
Bagh i Dilawar Khan would be inaugurated by year end.
Besides work on additional blocks at LD Hospital is on and
aproject for Rs. 19 crore hasbeen projected for compensating
the relocation of shopkeepers coming in the construction of
Mini Secretariat, Batmaloo.

The Chief Minister directed to look into the causes of cost
escalation of projects and check this unhealthy trend so that
projects are not left midway for paucity of funds.

The meeting was also informed that projects worth Rs.
65 crore are under execution in Sports and other youth ac-
tivities in the district.

The meeting was informed that to tide over the problem
of dispruption in power supply the capacity of grid stations
is being enhanced besides commissioning some new grid
stations. Alastaing Grid station, the meeting was informed,
is expected to be commissioned by October this year along
the commissioning of Srinagar-Kargil-Leh transmission line.
Also work on grid stations at Bagh i Ali Mardan Khan and
Tengpora is going to be started shortly.

Also, the meeting was informed, the existing grid stations
inthe Srinagar city would be expanded in capacity by addition
of more transformers to tide over the problem of frequent
power cuts, low voltage and other issues. These measures on
completion are expected to give major relief to people in
coming winter from power disruptions.

Mehbooba Muftiasked the Chief Secretary to monitor the
pace of work and capacity enhancement on these grid stations
regularly so that these are operationalized before the onset
of winter this year. She also directed the Divisional Kashmir,
Kashmir to sort out the issues of land acquisition coming in
the way of construction of some of these grid stations.

Later, the board approved an enhanced outlay of Rs.
149.54 crore for the district for 2018-19.

ChiefSecretary, B B Vyas; Financial Commissioner, Hous-
ing & Urban Development Department, K B Aggarwal; ad-
ministrative secretaries of all the Departments; Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad Khan; IGP Kashmir
zone, S P Pani; heads of all the Departments; officers of Di-
visional and District administration were present in the

© DIRECTOR

Mr Muneer-ul-Islam.

Thanking Mr Kainthola for sending his faculty all the way
from Pune every time as also for his personal attention to the
initiative to impart training to JK youth, the Chief Minister
evinced keen interest in having a Regional Centre of FTII in
J&K given the huge interest of local youth in Filmmaking and
Television Production. She said the State Government will
take up the matter regarding setting up of FTII Regional
Centre in J&K with the Union Minister for Information &
Broadcasting.

The Chief Minister said such training programmes would
not only help the State groom professionals in the field of TV
Production and Filmmaking, but also open up vast career
opportunities for the local youth in the related field.

Mr Kaintholabriefed the Chief Minister about the initia-
tives taken by FTII Pune in collaboration with Department
of Information & Public Relations, J&K to organize a series
of specialized training courses for media professionals in
J&K to harness their creative talent.

MrKaintholainformed the Chief Minister that he and his
faculty are highly impressed with the enthusiasm and ap-
petite for artistic skills among J&K’s talented youth. He said
the lack of proper training and exposure to latest technology
and techniques in film and television production, is the only
hindrancein harnessing the full potential of the State’s youth.
“It is with this objective that FTII Pune has embarked on a
mission, in collaboration with Department of Information &
Public Relations, to train as many youths from the State in
specialized filmmaking courses,” he said and added that as
a part of SKIFT initiative FTII has already conducted four
Certificate courses at Jammu and Srinagar including cours-
esin Digital Filmmaking, Film Appreciation, Still Photogra-
phy and Screenplay Writing.

He said in the next phase, FTII is going to organize spe-
cialized courses in Digital Cinematography, Digital Film
Production, Acting, Digital Video Editing and Writing for TV
Fiction. “While most of these courses will be conducted in
Srinagar, Jammu and Ladakh, the course in Digital Video
Editing would be conducted at FTII Pune campus for which
selection of students from J&K would be made by DIPR-JK,”
he said and added that FTII Pune is ready to enter into an
arrangement with the State’s School Education Department
through DIPR-JK to launch various courses in TV and Film
production even at the school level.

TROOPER

theattack at Pazalpora area of Bejbherain South Kashmir's
Anantnag district.

Apolice official said that two cops received bullet injuries
and were taken to nearby hospital for treatment. One of them
died on way to hospital.

Reports said that shortly after the attack, area was cor-
doned off and a search operation was launched to nab the

T COUNCIL

besides launching other welfare measures for them and
their families.

The Committee sought details relating to the welfare
schemes for the orphans, widows of police personnel, details

of Police Melas and revenue collected there from during the
past five years and utilization of funds so collected from the
events, details regarding mode of selection of awarding gal-
lantry awards to the jawans, rehabilitation policy for drug
addicts and measures taken to control the menace. The in-
formation was also sought with regard to the fabrication of
police vehicles as Bullet Proof & criteria adopted thereof,
detailsregarding purchase of uniforms, BP Jackets for police
jawans, criterion for establishing new police stations at Leh
& Kargil, position of manpower deployed with retired police
officers and measures put in place to check road accidents,
especially on National Highways across the State.

The Committee called for paying focused attention to
improve the working conditions for the jawans, PSOs and
drivers, besides appropriate measures to make the police
force more professional and people friendly.

QAYOOM

acts may not occur in future. Wani said that to protect for
rights is birth right of every person but use of force always
proved counterproductive at every situation.

He showed sympathy with theinjured teachers and prayed
for their speedy recovery. Wani also hoped that the Minister
for Education Chowdhary Zulfigar Ali will keep up his com-
mitment which Minister has made with the leaders of Teach-
ers Forum in a broad based meeting on 12th May regarding
delinking of SSA Salary from SSA to State sector to streamline
the salary once for all.

EJAC President welcomed the committee and urged upon
the members of the committee which has been constituted
for resolving the SSA Salary issue to feel the pain of SSA
teachers while submitting the report within a fixed period of
time as directed by the Minister of Education during the
meeting. Wani hailed the positive approach of Finance Min-
ister Syed Mohd Altaf Bukhari regarding SSA Salary issue
and hoped that he will keep up his word to redress this grave
issue so that SSA teachers may get a sigh of relief. He said
that leaders of Teachers Forum are minutely watching the
progress after constituting the committee and will react at
appropriate time if need arises.

Senior JCC leader asked the SSA teachers not to be panic
and hope for the best as Teachers Forum will never compro-
mise with the Honor, Dignity and rights of SSA teachers and
historyis witness when Teachers Forum burned all the boats
to counter so called screening test drama which was aimed
to humiliate and disrespect the teaching community but
Teachers Forum succeeded in protecting the rights and hon-
our of the teachers and enemies of teaching community and
their puppets also realized the reality and power of Teachers
Forum.

Wani condemned the step mother treatment towards
contingent paid employees who are working on the meager
amount during difficult situations and are still performing
the watch and ward and sweeping in schools in absence of
Chowkidars and sweepers.

He urged upon the Govt to include contingent paid em-
ployeesin SRO 520 and provide them 50% quota from recent
creation of twenty thousand watch and ward vacancies for
schools. Wani termed the protest of contingent paid employ-
ees justified and EJAC assured them for their just cause and
all EJACleaders will participate in their protest on 16th May

o VEERI

Sharma, Assistant Mission Directors JKSRLM, Programme
Officers IWMP of Kashmir Division and other concerned
officers of Rural Development Department attended the meet-
ing.

Director NRLM briefed the meeting about the progress
made under the project UMEED and its success rate in the
state. He informed that tillnow 26054 SHGs and 2218 Village
Organizations (VOs) have been formed covering 240089
households and 24792 SHGs bank account opened.

He further said that several innovative measures have
been initiated to ensure phase wise implementation of the
Livelihood Mission UMEED to cover all the blocks.

Veeri while discussing the implementation of UMEED
project asked for making it visible on ground by achieving
given targets and to provide proper publicity for making
people aware of its benefits.

He also sought the details of activities being carried out
inthevillages by the SHGs and block wise performance report.
It was told that Rs 111 crore has been provided to the SHGs
formed in the state as financial assistance.

Informing the Minister about another activity in rural
areas, MD NRLM informed that around 206 Milk Collection
centres have been opened which are fully managed by the
local people.

The Minister asked for putting in a monitoring mechanism
and taking measures to involve women/girls in the schemes
or making them self-dependent.

Regarding progress under Himayat programme, Chief
Operating Officer Himayat apprised the meeting about the
targetapproved by MoRD for threeyears (2016-19) and achieve-
ments madeinthisregard so far. He said that 7 Project Imple-
menting Agencies (PIAs) have been sanctioned by JKSRLM
and 1st installment has been released to them as per the
guidelines of DDU-GKY, MoRDGol.

Covering a target of 20,701 candidates to be trained and
provided employment by these 7 PIAs in different trades. As
on date, 14 training centres are functional with a total train-
ing capacity of 2,997 and presently 2393 are undergoing skill
training in different trades in different cities of the country.

He said that 10 more centres will be made functional by
May 31, 2018 by increasing the capacity of 2500 candidates.
Within next three months, the target of 12000 candidates
will be hopefully achieved, he added.

While asking for strict monitoring of this ambitious pro-
gramme, the Minister directed for removing working difficul-
ties and making it a successful programme by skilling the
youth for getting employment.

Veeri asked for recruiting staff at district level for its ef-
fective implementation. “Desired results only be achieved if
we dedicate ourselves forimplementation of this programme
on ground followed by positive results”, he added.

The meeting also reviewed the performance under IWMP
in Kashmir division and discussed the road map to complete
the projects and utilize the funds allocated by Gol.

ANANTNAG

death of Mufti Muhammad Sayeed in January 2016. His

daughter Mehbooba Mufti, who had succeeded him as chief
minister, won that election in June. And as mandated by law,
she quit her Anantnag Lok Sabha seat. Which meant an-
other bye-election was due.

The polling was scheduled on April 12, 2017, three days
after the bye-election to the Srinagar Lok Sabha seat. But due
to protests, killings and lower turn out in Srinagar, the Elec-
tion Commission cancelled the bye-poll and till date the
Commission as well as regional political parties are silent
over the issue.

Big political stalwarts from South Kashmir including
Muhammad Yousuf Tarigami, Haseeb Drabu, Farooq An-
drabi, Abdul Rahim Rather, Abdul Rehman Veeri, Zahoor
Mir, Ajaz Mir, Mushtaq Shah, Muhammad Yousuf Bhat, Mu-
hammad Khalil Bandh, Abdul Majeed Paddar, and Abdul
Majid Larmi are allegedly all in hibernation waiting for situ-
ation to change.

“How situation will change when government is not ad-
dressing the unrest politically,” questions senior legislator
from Kulgam Muhammad YousufTarigami. He adds: “There
is no response from the current government to the demands
of people. The unrestis stopping political parties and leaders
to approach people and organize rallies. This government
has been doing nothing on political front,” Tarigami asserts.

Barring a few political meetings inside fortified rooms,
no political leader in South Kashmir has organized any rally
or road show since July 8, 2016-the day when charismatic
Hizb Commander Burhan Wani was killed in Bimbdora vil-
lage of South Kashmir’s Anantnag district. Post Burhan epi-
sode, there were incidents when the houses of some political
leaders were attacked. Recently, a petrol bomb was hurled
on the house of PDP legislator from Shopian, Advocate Mu-
hammad Yousuf Bhat.

Bhat refused to comment when asked why he is unable to
hold political rallies in his home constituency.

SHARMA

forall. Hesaid the technological interventions in building
constructions would also address various other issues of the
State since it comes under the high seismic zone area.

Mr. Sat Sharma asked the officers of the to get material
and expertise from the building centres while undertaking
construction of various developmental works and related
infra. He said it will ensure the self-sustainability of these
centres besides actively involving them in various develop-
mental activities.

He asked the officers to also involve the building centres
whileimplementing various Government schemes like Hous-
ing for All (HAL), Construction of Individual Household
Latrines and also in Swach Bharat Abhiyan. He said there
should be formal directions for both the Municipal Corpora-
tions as well as Urban Local Bodies to procure the material
prepared by the Building Centers for construction of lanes,
drains and other related activities.

Mr. Sat Paul Sharma said that there should be formal
directions to different departments to take the architectural
consultancy from the architect organization while undertak-
ing constructions of different government buildings and
projects. He said that the same would ensure that the com-
ponent of funds spent on engaging external consultants is
saved and would also make the working and activity organi-
zation broader based and vibrant.

The Ministeralso revived the projects undertaken by both
the all organizations in Jammu and Srinagar and directed
for ensuring early completion of these.

The meeting was also given detailed power point presen-
tation about the projects and the type of construction mate-
rial being constructed by the building centre.

HCBA

Courts including the High Court in protest against the
arrest of the advocate Shabir Ahmad Bukhari. Accordingly
the work remained suspended by the members in the High
Court as well as in the Courts subordinate to it at Moomina-
bad. Besides the members of District Bar Association Budgam
supported the call of the High Court Bar Association Srinagar.

Addressing the general body meeting the general secretary
of the Bar Association G. N. Shaheen informed the members
that Advocate Shabir Ahmad Bukhari is reported to have
been called on telephone by IGP Kashmir, to present himself
before him by 2:00 p.m. on Saturday the 12th of May, 2018.
The Ld. Advocate voluntarily presented himself before the
police authorities and since then his whereabouts were not
known and was missing in custody, which has forced the
lawyers to go for the protest strike demanding immediate
release of the Ld. Advocate. The said advocate is a human
rights defender and his arrest seems an interruption in due
discharge of the professional duties, besides the assault on
freedom of judiciary.

The Bar Association demandsimmediate and safe release
of the Ld. Advocate Shabir Ahmad Bukhari forthwith and in
case the authorities do not respond, the Bar Association will
be forced to take stringent steps at the risk and cost of the
State authorities.

The Bar Association also condemns the repeated assaults
and aggression on the students of Islamic University of Sci-
ence and Technology Awantipora. It is worth to mention that
in the last one month the Indian forces entered the campus
forth time yesterday without any reasonable cause and have
showered teargas shells and fired bullets in the campus re-
sulting injuries of number of students and the students were
carnaged till 11:00 p.m. in the evening in the campus, which
caused apprehension among the parents as well as the teach-
ing staff in the campus. The Bar Association feels the re-
peated armed assaults by the armed forces security forces
IUST campus an aggression on academic institutions to de-
stroy the peaceful atmosphere in the campus and subvert the
intellectual and academic pursuits carried out by the students.
The Bar Association while condemning the armed actions by
the Indian Security Forces inside the campus demands that
such aggression be stopped forthwith and the campus be
allowed to carry out its day to day functions without any
interruption by the security forces.

BEGGARS

tourists and residents to pay money to them and also
demand eatables from them when they make purchasing
from local shops. “The child beggars follow the passengers’
vehicles when they reach at crossing points and stop them
and demand money,” he maintained.

The visiting tourists here are so scared of these beggars
that they hesitate to eat anything in their presence as they

ghearo them and do not allow them to purchase anything
before paying them money or something to eat.

The authorities watch this like mute spectators without
bothering about the discomfort of the people who feel hu-
miliated due to the actions of the beggars who mostly are
from Rajasthan and have become a problem for the residents
and tourists.

The alarming thing is that the small children who should
have been in school as it was the age of their schooling are
being used for begging either by their parents or by any
agency which has made the begging as a means of earning
money. The authorities instead of maintaining constant check
on the same are not bothered about it.

One of the woman beggars at Lalchowk told this KNS
reporter that she belongs to Rajasthan and they chose begging
to earn their livelihood. She said ten to 15 children are also
begging and did not want to go school for education.

These beggars are residing in temporary sheds raised on
the different areas of the city with their family members and
all of them are non residents of the State.

Lalchowk, Batamallo, Residency road, M. A road, Hay-
derpora and bus stops are some of the busy areas where the
presence of beggars is creating problems for people. Though
the J&K Prevention of Beggary Act, 1960, makes it a criminal
offence to beg and empowers the police to arrest a person if
found begging, the police however has completely turned a
blind eye to the matter.

SCHOOL

educational institutions shall ensure that the school tim-
ings are followed in letter and spirit,” the order reads.

JRL

According to a statement issued to KNS, blaming Indian
forces for turning whole state into a battle field, the leadership
said that innocent people are detained on frivolous charges
and are detained in different jails while as youth are being
pushed to the wall, adding, such undemocraticand inhuman
situation can’t be tolerated for long.

Theresistanceleadershipis denied the political space and
genuine voices strangulated and added that those detained
are subjected to torture and inhuman behavior, statement
said.

Joint Resistance Leadership (JRL) said that though In-
dianstate and its abettors in Jammu Kashmir have put almost
all the leadership either in jails or under house arrest, but
despite these oppressive tactics and use of police and military
might, JRL will stage a peaceful protest on May 19. JRL said
that forcing silence of a graveyard by using military might
and designating it as peace can onlybe termed as foolishness
and if Indian rulers and their abettors really believe in de-
mocracy and freedom of speech, they should stop their op-
pressive tactics and allow JRL to hold this peaceful protest.

JRLleaders said a fascist government in power, is trying
to paint their wrong doings and killings and arranging these
patch works and visits of their masters and added it is their
ploy to give wrong impression of brutal pacification of Kash-
mir as peace and return of normalcy.

JRLIleaders said that Lal Chowk Chalo has been called to
demonstrate before the whole world what people of Kashmir
stand for. “If Indian rulers assume that oppression unleashed
by their army and forces has crushed resistance in Kashmir,
then they should find some courage to lift ban on political
activities of the resistance camp and allow such programs,”
JRL said in a statement.

“India and its stooges only know to suppress people’s
voices under the pretext of so-called democracy and nor-
malcy which is highly condemnable,” it added.

Lalchowk Chalo will highlight the miseries and hardships
faced by the people of Kashmir at the hands of oppressive
forces, it will also highlight the reign of terror unleashed by
Indian occupational forces and it will also be a show of soli-
darity with the people of south Kashmir where Indian army,
forces and police have let loose an ugly phase of horror.

DAL

crore was spent on cleaning, dredging and deweeding of
Dal during 2015-16 year. Rs 3.54 crore was utilized in 2016-
17 and Rs 2.77 was utilized during 2017-18.”

Sources said that the government of India has also released
Rs 273.85 crore for conservation of Dal and Nigeen Lake
under NLCP. “Out of total package of Rs 356.30 crore, Rs
83.18 crores have been released under PMDP as well,” sourc-
es maintained.

However sources told KNS that the condition of the Dal
lake day in and day out is deteriorating. “A new lake could
have been created by the money spent on the lake over the
years,” an official said. “There seems no accountability wheth-
erthere hasbeen any improvement in the lake despite spend-
ing crores,”

Sources said that it has been seen that Lakes and Water
Development Authorityis only carrying out de-weeding around
the SKICC asthe centre has a distinction of hosting important
functions both government as well as private. “Government
has also failed to complete the rehabilitation process within
a time frame work and all these projects have missed the
deadlines,” sources said.

“Spending such a huge amount and no visible change in
the condition of the Dal raises serious questions on the work-
ing of officials,” said Habiullah, a resident of Shalimar.

It is to mention here that a major project ‘National Lake
Conservation Programme’ was started in 2005 costing Rs
298.76 crore. Under the 'Prime Minister's Reconstruction
Programme' (PMRP) costing Rs 356 crore, over Rs 100 crores
have been released so far. It was for acquisition of land and
structures in Dal and Nigeen lake.

The third project was for the rehabilitation of the families
dislocated from Dal and Nigeen lakes. The project at a cost
of Rs 416 crore for development of site at Rakh-I-Arth for
preparation of site and provision for infrastructure like road,
water supply, electricity, drainage, and sewerage and other
community facilities and providing house units to the dwell-
ers under State plan and Central assistance 315.90 crore and
90.92 crore respectively.

TEST

now shall be conducted on May 27 (Sunday)," the Secretary
said."Time of examination of the written test shall now be as
12 pm to 2 pm and reporting time at test venue shall now be
11am,"headded.However, the Secretary said that admit cards
already downloaded by the candidates would be valid for May
27 written test.
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NDMA reviews preparedness of Statestodeal
withthunderstorms and lightning

New Delhi, May 15: The National
Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) reviewed the situation in
the wake of the thunderstorms, light-
ning and squall that recently hit
various parts of the country, for bet-
ter early warning and preparedness.

In a video conference held with
various stakeholders yesterday, the
Authority enquired about the timeli-
ness and adequacy of early warning
messages issued by the India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD). States
expressed satisfaction over the ac-
curacy of these messages and informed
thatthetimely warning enabled them
toput preparedness measuresin place,
and save many lives.

Assessingthedamageand destruc-
tion caused by the recent incidents,
the meeting also discussed ways to
reduce the impact of such events in
future. NDMA also asked the States
toshareareportontherelief measures
taken by them.

IMD now shares localised and
specific warnings with the States,
which are widely disseminated using
various modes of communicationsuch
asmass SMSes, radio, Television and
social media. Some State governments
havebeen abletosend out these warn-
ings right up to the Panchayat levels
by leveraging the mobile numbers
available in voter databases.

Simple Do's and Don'ts for thun-

derstorms and lightning are also
widely circulated. NDMA has also
shared short audio-video awareness
generation material with States. These
Do's and Don'ts as well as the videos
have been translated by the States
intotheirlocallanguages and are be-
ing used for creating greater public
awareness.

Representativesof Andhra Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Tripura, Chandigarh,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Delhiand West Ben-
gal attended the meeting.

Relief Commissioners of Andhra
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and West Bengal, - the states which

reported the maximum damage dur-
ing the lightning strikes and thun-
derstorms on Sunday, 13th May par-
ticipated in the meeting through
videoconferencing.

Representatives from Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), National Di-
saster Response Force (NDRF), IMD,
Central Water Commission (CWC)
and Doordarshan were also present.

This is the third meeting con-
ducted by NDMA for management
of thunderstorms, lightning and
squall. Earlier, two meetings were
held on May 11, 2018 and May 4,
2018, which hasresulted inimprove-
ment of early warning and prepared-
ness measures.

Atal Pension Yojana subscribers base crosses 1 croremark
on completion of 3 years of launch of the Scheme

New Delhi, May 15: Atal Pension Yojana
(APY) Scheme’s subscriber base crossed 1
Crore on completion of 3 years of the Scheme
launch. APY waslaunched by the Prime Min-
ister of India, Shri Narendra Modi at a func-
tion in Kolkataon 9thMay,2015 and the cur-
rent number of subscribers stands at 1.10
Crore.

Atal Pension Yojana (APY), a guaranteed
Pension Scheme for citizens of Indiaannounced
bythe Government of India, is focused on the
unorganised sector workers which constitute
more than 85% of workforce. Under the APY,
the guaranteed minimum pension of Rs.
1,000/~ or 2,000/- or 3,000/- or 4,000/ or
5,000/- per month will be given at the age of
60 years depending on the contributions by
the subscribers. The Spouse of the Subscrib-
erisalsoeligible for pension and the nominee
would be receiving the accumulated pension

wealth.

To commemorate the 3 years of comple-
tion of the Scheme and its launch, Pension
Fund Regulatory Development Authority
(PFRDA)in coordination with the Department
of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India organised a massive
outreach campaign “APY Formation Day”
across the countryto enhance the enrolments
in APYbythebanksand Department of Posts.

The subscriber base in APY has grown
manifold to reach the current position and
APY is offered by all the banks and post of-
fices. Across the country, 1.60 lacs branches
which include 20 thousand post offices offer
theservices of opening APY account for their
customers. Out of this branch network, near-
1y 90% of the branches have mobilised one or
more APY accountinthelast 3 years. Till date
Rs. 3950 crores of contribution.

Rs 6 cr Water Supply Scheme coming

Shri J P Nadda inaugurates two-day
risk communication workshop

up at Narbal: Sham Choudharly

Minister asks PHE authorltles to ensure regular water supply during Ramad

SRINAGAR, MAY 15:
Minister for PHE, Irrigation
and Flood Control, Sham Lal
Choudharytodaydirected the
PHE authorities for ensuring
adequate supply of potable
water to people of the State
during the Holy Month of
Ramadhan.

The Minister passed these
directions during the inspec-
tion of Water Supply Schemes
(WSS) of Beerwah Constitu-
ency. During the visit, he
inspected Water Supply
Schemes of Gagerpora and
Magam and took stock of their
functioning. Interacting with
thepeopleat GagerporaNarbal,
the Ministersaid thatthe Gov-
ernment is aware about the
hardshipsbeing confronted to
them on account of availabil-
ity of potable water.

He said in order to meet
requirement of water supply
in the area, the government

is constructing Water Supply

Scheme at Chinar Colony
Kawoosa at a cost of Rs 6.54
croreunder NABARD, adding
thatwork onthe schemewould
be started soon. He said that
with the completion of the
scheme over 12000 souls of
4villages of the area get ben-
efitted directly besides water
supply in the other villages
of the areawould also be aug-
mented.

Directing the concerned
for starting the work on the
scheme, the Minister set
4-month target to complete

the Scheme. He also asked
the concerned to press into
tanker service to provide wa-
ter supply to people of area
till the scheme is completed.
Sham Choudharysaid that
more WSS and Filteration
plantswould beinstalled and
defunct WSS would be made
functional to ensure water
supply in the area.
TheMinisterwasinformed
that the 7schemes worth Rs
22.33 crore and 4 schemes
atanestimated costofRs12.79
crore have been taken up
under Centrally Sponsored

Scheme and District Sector
on which Rs. 9.62 crore and
5.10 crore stands expended
respectively. With the com-
pletion of these schemes, over
30,000 souls of the area get
benefitted, the Minister was
informed.

The Minister was further
informed that the work on 6
irrigation schemes at an es-
timated cost of Rs 86.75 crore
hasbeentakenupinthearea,
onwhichRs. 36.58 crorehave
been expended up to March
this year.

Earlier, giving brief ac-
count of PHE schemes in
District Budgam, the Minis-
ter was informed that out of
26 and 33 on-going Water
Supply Schemes under District
sector and NRDWP respec-
tively in district, 5 have been
completedlastyearand 8 more
schemes are expected to be
completed during thisfiscal.

New Delhi, May 15: Shri
JPNadda, Union Minister of
Health and Family Welfare
inaugurated a two-day work-
shop on ‘Risk Communication
during Public Health Emer-
gencies’at Shimla. Duringhis
inaugural address, Shri
Naddaurged the publichealth
functionaries forkeeping their
communication simple and
effective during the delivery
of healthcare services. Shri
Vipin Parmar, Health Minis-
ter, Himachal Pradesh, Shri
Vineet Chawdhary, Chief
Secretary, Himachal Pradesh,
Dr. Promila Gupta, DGHS,
Dr. Pauline Harvey, Team
Lead-NPSP, WHO Country
Office and Shri Prabodh Sax-
ena, Principle Secretary
(Health), Himachal Pradesh
were also present at the in-
augural function.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Shri Nadda said that
prevention and control of

disease outbreaks or spread
of Public Health Emergency
of International Concern
(PHEIC) in the country need
multi-sector approach. “It
encompasses inter-sectoral
cooperationand co-ordination
between various ministries.
He added that during public
health threats mis-commu-
nication or mis-interpretation
of public messages can have
significant negative impact
on preventive and control
strategies. “Itisimportant to
identifyand quantifytherisk,
possible channels spread,
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) for prevention,
control and treatment,” the
Health Minister said.
Layingstresson prepared-
ness, Shri Nadda said that
many diseases have the risk
of spreading from one state
toanother. “Health Ministry
hasbeenregularlyinteracting
with the States for monitoring

and reviewingtheir prepared-
ness to manage vector borne
diseases in the country in
terms of availability of diag-
nostickits, drugs, testinglabs,
manpower funds and aware-
ness activities,” Shri Nadda
added.

Shri Nadda assured the
participants forimplementing
the protocolsand SOPsemerg-
ing from the workshop and
also unveiled a ‘Communi-
cable Disease Alert on Scrub
Typhus” and a draft of stra-
tegicguidance on "Risk Com-
munication during Public
Health Emergencies".

ShriVipin Parmar, Health
Minister, Himachal Pradesh
described the workshop as
animportant effort and said
that the findings from the
workshop will prove to be
beneficial for not only the State
but forthe entire country. He
further expressed his com-
mitment towards strengthen-

inghealth servicesinthe State.

Morethan 100 people from
various government depart-
ment participated in the two
day capacity building work-
shop which was jointly orga-
nized by National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC),
Delhi and World Health Or-
ganization. The main objec-
tives were to enhance the
capacity of key International
Health Regulation (2005) and
emergency stakeholders in
responding effectively tour-
gent communication during
acute public health events
through an application of
evidence-based principlesin
the country, todraw attention
tothesystemic capacitiesand
planning needs to enable ef-
fective risk communication
during emergencies, using an
all-hazard approach and to
share experiences of risk com-
munication during recent
public health events

Basharat Bukhari reviews progress on Railway, Highway projects
Directs for expediting work on highway expan3|on Katra- Banlhal rallway line

RAMBAN, MAY 15: Minister for
Horticulture, Law, Justice & Par-
liamentary Affairs, Syed Basharat
Ahmed Bukhari, today convened a
meeting to review the progress of
ongoing prestigious projects being
executed by Northern Railways and
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI).

Vice-Chairman Advisory Board
for Development of Gujjars & Bak-
erwals Gulzar Ahmed Khatana,
Lawmakers Aijaz Ahmed Khan,
Vikar Rasool Wani, Neelam Kumar
Langeh, Sham Lal Bhagat, District
Development Commissioner Ram-
ban Tariq Hussain Ganai besides
representatives of Northern Railways,
NHAI and executing agencies were
present in the meeting.

The meeting took stock of four-
laning of Srinagar-Jammu Nation-
al Highway from Nashrito Jawahar
tunnel and Katra-Banihal railway
lineprojectand also discussed issues

hampering the pace of these pres-
tigious projects.

The Minister directed both the
authorities to accord priority to lo-
cals while employing people on the
projects, especially with regards to
skilled manpower. He also asked
the authorities to ensure that the
salaries being paid to local skilled
manpower is at par with their con-
temporaries in other parts of the
country and remove discrepancies
if any.

Taking a serious note of the con-
cernraised bylegislators regarding
delaysin clearance of compensation
claims by the Railways, the Minis-
ter directed the Northern Railways
Authorities to expedite the process
and clear pending cases within a
month’stime. He also stressed upon
authoritiesto expedite therent claim
cases for people who have been af-
fected due to these projects.

Similar directions were passed

toNHATItoensurenodelaysin clear-
ing the compensation claim cases
so that people do not suffer undue
difficulties.

With regards to the natural wa-
ter sources being adversely affected
by ongoing development projects,
Bukhari directed agencies to take
up simultaneous restoration and
preservation measures for these
water sources. He also asked the
agencies to take up remedial mea-
sures to ensure drinking water sup-
ply to left out areas affected due to
drying of some water sources and

judiciously utilize Rs 3.89 crore funds
released for the purpose.

Additional directions were passed
to Railway authorities to allow ac-
cess to PHE Department to tap wa-
ter from the mountain steam found
at Tatnihal while dredging and
excavation work for tunnel there
within two days time.

Railways Authorities were also
directed to take up regular mainte-
nance and upkeep of roads being
used by them as logistic lines, es-
pecially the Banihal - Bankoot - Tat-
nihal stretch and approach roads.

Further, Railways were directed to
release funds for construction of
approach road from village Kaskoot
to Railway Station so that works can
be taken up for the same.

The Minister directed the con-
cerned to expedite the land acquir-
ing process for highway expansion
works and transferthe sameto NHAT
and directed the executing agencies
to ensure the upkeep of Banihal-
Ramban and Ramban-Nashri
stretches especially in the light of
forthcoming Amarnath Yatra.

Healsoasked themtoundertake
anti-pollution for majortownsalong
the highway stretch including Ban-
ihal, Ramsoo and Ramban.

Bukhari also directed the Rail-
waysand NHATto takeup CSR works
in consultation withlocallegislators.
He asked both the agencies to sub-
mitadetailed report for works com-
pleted, being taken up and proposed
under CSR initiative.

DDB ap pproves Rs 168.30 cr annual plan for Doda district

ajjad Lone calls for strengthening services, removal of bottlenecks hindering vital projects

JAMMU, MAY 15: The

mentsand thedistrictadmin-

funds to the tune of Rs

Sunil for early completion of
132 KV Ramban-Kishtwar
Transmission Line

N /& \ S

SRINAGAR, MAY 15- The Minister for Power, Mr. Sunil
Sharma today directed the officers to ensure that the
132KV D/CRamban-Khilani-Kishtwar Transmission Line
is completed by sorting out the issues, if any, so that the
transmission capacity gets aboost and people of Kishtwar
and adjacent areas get adequate supply of electric power.

The Minister was addressing the officers during a
review meeting convened to discuss the status of this
prestigious project meant to augment power supply in the
Kishtwarregion. Commissioner Secretary PDD, Mr. Hird-
esh Kumar, Commissioner Secretary Law, Mr. Abdul Ma-
jid Bhat, Development Commissioner Power and senior
officers were present.

The Minister asked the officers to work out a viable
mechanism to ensure that the issues concerned are sort-
ed out as early as possible so that the work can be started
on the prestigious transmission line which would go along
way in increasing the transmission capacities and capa-
bilities of the department and would cater to large chunk
of population of the Chenab region. He said that they

District Development Board
(DDB) today approved Rs
168.30 crannual plan for Doda
district at its meeting held
under the chairmanship of
Minister for Social Welfare,
Science & Technologyand ART
& Training, Sajjad Gani Lone
here at convocation center.
The DDB meeting was at-
tended by Minister of State
for Education, and Tourism,
Shakti Raj Parihar, Vice
Chairperson J&K State Ad-
visory Board for Development
of Kissan Daljit Singh, Vice
Chairperson for J&K State
Advisory Board for Pahari
Speaking People Kuldeep Raj
Gupta, Vice Chairperson for
J&K State Advisory Board for
Development of SC Bhushan
Lal Dogra, Vice Chairman,
J&K State Adv. Board for Wel-
fare & Dev. of OBCs Rashpaul
Verma, Legislators G. M. Sa-
roori, Daleep Singh, Neelam
Kumar Langeh , Naresh Ku-
mar Gupta, Sham Lal Bhagat
and Heads of various Depart-

® 00 ©

istration team led by Deputy
Commissioner.

Speaking at the meeting,
Sajjad Lone called for laying
special focus on core sectors
and constant perusal for com-
pleting the procedural for-
malitiesresultingin early start
of proposed projects. Heasked
the district administration
to furnish a detailed report
about the projects pending
for want of different formal-
itiesincluding forest clearance
so as to seek instant solution
fromthe concerned quarters.

He underlined the need
for systematic removal of
bottlenecks hindering vital
projects and strengthening
service sector to provide sus-
tained benefits to the people.

Expressing concern and
displeasure over shortage of
medical staff in the health
institutions in the district,
the Minister directed the dis-
trict administration to ap-
proach the concerned au-
thorities to take immediate

steps in this regard.

Hedirected heathdepart-
ment to sort the issue at an
earliest and express serious
concern over the failure of
health departmentto appoint
different streams of doctors
asperthe commitment made
in the last meeting.

“We will approach with
a detailed memo to seek
prompt resolution of issues

and demands concerningeach
department” the Ministeras-
serted.

Meanwhile, projecting the
issues of their respective con-
stituencies, the legislators
sought upgrading of schools,
health institutions, new con-
nectivity and maintenance of
existing PMGSY roads, pro-
motion of agriculture and
allied sectors, improvement

of power scenario, augmenta-
tionofdrinkingandirrigation
water facilities, creation of
tourism infrastructure at
potential places and theissues
related to healthcare and
education.

Earlier, giving a resume
of achievements recorded
under pastfinancial year plan,
the Deputy Commissioner
said that against available

14611.052 Lakh, an expendi-
ture of Rs. 13985.174 Lakh
was made in the last fiscal
thus registering an achieve-
ment of about 96%.

Listing achievements un-
der flagship schemes, the DC
said against 64808 households
identified underbaseline sur-
vey2012,around 56086 THHL
units (85%) have been con-
structed under SBM till date,
while the District is set to
achievethe ODF statusby 15th
July 2018. Three blocks and
120 panchayats have been
already declared as ODF, he
informed. He added that
around 1100 works and 4.29
lakh mandays were gener-
atedunder MGNREGA against
an expenditure of Rs 111.25
crore till March end last.

He also gave detailed
overview of completed and
ongoing roads, bridges,
schools buildings under
PMGSY, R&B, Rural Develop-
ment and Education sector
Schemes.

should hold regular meetings with the implementing
agency as well so in order to amicably solve the pending
issues if any and re-start the work on the same.

Mr. Sunil while enumerating the various initiatives
being undertaken by the Central government for upgrad-
ing and augmenting the electricinfrain the state said that
the major chunk of the funds under the Prime Minister’s
Development Package has been earmarked for the power
sector and we have to ensure that they are spent in a judi-
cious manner so that the people of the state get 24x7
power which would go inconsonance with the Prime Min-
ister’s initiative of providing round the clock electric sup-
ply. He said that the officers should also ensure that the
various initiatives being undertaken are completed with-
in the stipulated time frames so that the cost escalation
of the scheme is checked and the targeted populace get

the requisite benefits.

The meeting was informed that the work was initially
allotted to M/s KEC International Limited on turnkey
basis at the total contract value of Rs. 35.25 crore for the
entire scope of the work and it was due to certain issues
like clearances from different authorities, natural ca-
lamities and otherrelated things that the project got delayed.

Tt was further giving out that the main components of
the transmission line or supply of tower material and ac-
cessories, supply line material and accessories, costing of
foundations, erection of tower superstructures, stringing
of transmission line, providing of protections to tower

footings.
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Editorial

Tiﬁle and Ussze

J&K
Collective assertion
— On Justice

Joseph's elevation

|t may nolonger be possible for the Uniongovern-
menttodelay Justice K.M. Joseph'selevationtothe
Supreme Court. The five-member collegium has
unanimously agreed, in principle, to reiterate its
recommendation toappoint the Chief Justice of the
Uttarakhand High Court as ajudge of the Supreme
Court. When reiterated unanimously, the Centre is
bound to act on the collegium resolution, going by
the law laid down by the Supreme Court inthe Third
Judges Case 0f 1998. The Centre, which denies that
itsobjectionhad anythingto dowith Justice Joseph's
decisionin 2016 toquashtheimposition of President’s
RuleinUttarakhand, ought not to delay his appoint-
ment once the reiteration is formally made. How-
ever, itis puzzling that the collegiumdidn't send its
reiteration to the Centre immediately. It has de-
cided that his name would be part of the next set
of recommendations, which would include propos-
als to elevate the Chief Justices of some more high
courts. One explanation for this could be that the col-
legium wants to address the concern the Centre has
indirectly raised about the need for fair representation
to all high courts. While objecting to Justice Joseph’s
appointment on the ground that he was not senior
enough, the Centre spoke about ‘excessive represen-
tation’ that a relatively ‘small” high court (the Kerala
High Court) may get after his appointment.

While the unanimous reiteration may end the
current controversy, there is a larger issue here:
the propriety of the Centre holding back one or two
names fromalist of recommendations and clearing
therest. Justice Joseph'sname was sent along with
that of senior advocate Indu Malhotra in January,
but the Centre took three months to act on it. It
cleared her name alone, while seeking reconsid-
eration of Justice Joseph’s name. That it has aright
toraiseaparticular judge’s caseis beyond question,
but selectively approving some names fromabatch
of recommendations can make a difference to the
seniority of thejudges concerned — especially when
seniority is the sole consideration for appointment
of the Chief Justice as well as membership of the
collegium. Inajudge-recommended system of ap-
pointments, one that is peculiar to India, differ-
ences over particular candidates cannot be avoid-
ed, but it ought to be possible for the two sides to
minimise these differences and act expeditiously.
The onus is more on the government of the day to
ensure it is not seen as blocking the appointment
of anyone the judges themselves have found fit and
deserving. It does not augur well for the institution
if the present consultative process, admittedly not
anideal one for a diverse democracy, is seen to be
vitiated by executive intransigence.

THE CHANGING TERMS
OF ENDEARMENT

O 1

IN FACT, THE VERY
IDEA OF DEVELOP-
MENT WAS SIDE-
LINED BY HIS CON-
TROVERSIAL AP-
POINTMENT. HE WAS
INSTALLED AS CHIEF
MINISTER TO POLAR-
ISE PUBLIC OPINION
ON HINDU-MUSLIM
LINES, AND NOT TO
PROMOTE INTEGRA-
TION THROUGH DE-
VELOPMENT. HIS EL-
EVATION SIGNALLED
A DECISIVE SHIFT
FROM THE DUAL
STRATEGY OF COM-
BINING HINDUTVA
AND DEVELOPMENT
TO ASINGULAR EM-
BRACE OF HINDUTVA
WHICH HAS BEEN
USED AS A WEAPON
OF MASS MOBILISA-
TION TO OFFSET THE
FISSURES OF CASTE,
CLASS, LANGUAGE

AND CULTURE.
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ttar Pradesh’s pivotalimportance
l I toIndian politicsis hard to exag-
gerate. Anyone who wishes to
rule India must control this State. The Bhar-
tiya Janata Party’s (BJP’s) biggest win in
2014 came from U.P., which was instrumen-
talin providing Narendra Modiwith a clear
majority in the Lok Sabha. The party won
73 (withits ally) of the State’s 80 seats, while
its nearestrivals, the Samajwadi Party (SP)
and the Congress, got only five and two seats,
respectively. The BJP repeated this perfor-
mance in the 2017 Assembly election, win-
ning 325 seats (withits ally) in the 403-mem-
ber State Assembly, which is about 80% of
the seats. No party has everregistered such
a colossal tally, not even Indira Gandhi,
whose party, the Congress, had won 309
seats in the then 425-member Assembly in
1980.

An alienation

But barely a year after its stunning vic-
torythesituation has changed significantly.
The strongest sign of the changing public
mood is the growing alienation of Dalits
from the government. Even though many
Dalits voted for the BJP in 2014, they feel
excluded from access to power and the ben-
efits it brings. Attacks on Dalits have not
ceased even after the national furore over
the Saharanpurviolencein May 2017. A Dalit
student of Allahabad University was lynched
in February. Some of the BJP’s Scheduled
Caste MPs from U.P. wrote to the Prime
Minister to express their anguish over these
incidents. One of them accused the govern-
ment of only paying lip service and not do-
ing anything for the benefit of the commu-
nity. Thisunusual developmenthad occurred
just days after the BJP lost in its bastions,
Gorakhpur and Phulpur (which is part of
Allahabad district), to the SP-Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) alliance in the by-elections push-
ing scores of Dalits towards the anti-BJP
camp.

Elements of a strategy

The growing conflict between Dalits and
Hindutva mustbe seen in the context of the
paradigm shift in U.P.’s politics which is
increasingly defined in narrow majoritar-
ian terms, even as the BJP is seeking to
co-opttheoppressed groups withinits elec-
toralumbrella. Two key elements of the BJP’s
electoral strategy are inclusion/visibility of
Dalits and exclusion/invisibility of Muslims.
It has shown that it can win elections with-
out Muslims even though they constitute a
fifth of the State’s population, which is
largerthan the population of several Muslim-
majority countries. By contrast, ithasmade
every efforttodemonstrate itslove for Dalits.
But they are unhappy with the terms of en-
dearment since they want greater Dalit
representation to address their concerns
regarding social exclusion, food prefer-
ences, education, employment, housing,
and so on.

The BJP has consistently used religious
polarisation to trump the caste divide in
U.P, but it hasn’t succeeded; in fact, the
divide has been exacerbated by the cold
caste and sub-caste calculations of its top
leadership to undercut old forms of caste
mobilisation. Moreover, the attempts to as-
similate Dalits within the fold by invoking
thelegacy of B.R. Ambedkar or the symbol-
ism of communalinter-diningis notenough

to cool tempers of Dalits who face discrim-
ination and atrocities despite the stringent
provisions of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989. The instrumental use of both
gesturesis obviousto everyone; not surpris-
ingly, these gestures have failed to quell the
growing tide of discontent, with many Dalit
voters losing patience with the ruling dis-
pensation.

Elusive development

Dalitinclusion will work when their core
concerns are addressed and when there is
overall development, which the State badly
needs. Development and economic growth
has, of course, been a constant leitmotif in
the electoral campaigns of the BJP since
2014. But there is no evidence to show that
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is the lead-
erwho can deliver development for the State.
In fact, the very idea of development was
sidelined by his controversial appointment.
He was installed as Chief Minister to pola-
rise public opinion on Hindu-Muslim lines,
and not to promote integration through
development. His elevation signalled a de-
cisive shift from the dual strategy of combin-
ing Hindutva and development to a singular
embrace of Hindutva which has been used
as a weapon of mass mobilisation to offset
the fissures of caste, class, language and
culture. Asked about Opposition parties
linking his speeches and work to Hindutva
and not development, the Chief Minister
replied that “Hindutva and development
are complementary to each other... Those
who are opposing Hindutva are in fact op-
posing development and Bharatiyata”. In
otherwords, even the optics of development
and the claims of taking everyone along
through development will be sacrificed at
the altar of Hindu nationalism ahead of the
2019 election.

Going by the policy decisions of his gov-
ernment, the cow appears tobe the fulcrum
ofthe U.P. model. It took centre stage in the
government’s budget with a record (0233
crore allotted for the welfare of cow and
dairy development. In a similar vein, social
sector spending has been reduced while
religious tourismis being given a boost. Mr.
Adityanath made a plethora of promises
such asbuilding houses, toilets, laying roads
and providing 24-hour electricity supply.
Butthese promisesare unlikelytobefulfilled,
which is causing restlessness even among
people who voted to bring the BJP to power
in 2017. This is evident from several events

in the past few months. In October 2017,
sugarcane farmers burned their cropinfront
of the U.P. Assembly after the government
increased the minimum support price by
only [J10; in January, farmers unhappy with
the minimum support price for their po-
tato harvest dumped the crop in front of the
houses of VVIPs in Lucknow; and the much-
hyped farm loan waiver turned into a farce
as many of the beneficiaries received waiv-
ersofamountsassmallas [J1to [J500. The
employment situation remains grim, as
large-scale government recruitments — the
major source of public employment in the
State — are not regular and even previ-
ously conducted exams, for instance, for
clearing thebacklogin police jobs have been
cancelled. An extravagant ‘UP Investors
Summit 2018’ held in February to boost
investment in the hope of creating employ-
ment cannot promote industrialisation and
jobcreation unless the structural constraints
of underdevelopment are removed.

Closing the gap

What seems to be working for the BJP
isthedisarrayinthe Opposition camp. How-
ever, this can change as political majorities
are constituted and reconstituted in chang-
ing historical and political circumstances.
Political majorities are contingent and do
notlast, atleastin part because the Opposi-
tion parties make adjustmentsto capitalise
on opportunities. The Mandal (caste) and
Mandir (religion) interregnum of the early
1990ssignified the arrival of identity politics,
which upstaged religious politics that was
catapulted by the Ayodhya movement to
take centrestage. The ensuing upper caste-
backward caste confrontation displaced the
Congress from its position of dominance in
U.P.and prevented the BJP from reinforcing
its political clout despite unprecedented
public support for Hindutva in north India
forthe first time since Independence. Twen-
ty-five years later, in 2104, the BJP closed
the gap between the economic and the po-
litical sphere with its mantra of development
tosecureapopular mandate. Currently, the
Opposition is making tactical adjustments
to counter the overarching narrative of
Hindu nationalism. The by-election results
demonstrate that ifthe two main Opposition
parties combine, they can give the BJP a
run forits money. Ifthere is one State where
Opposition unity can upset the BJP’s plans
for majority rule in 2019, it is U.P.

(Courtesy: The Hindw)

Karnatakasymbolisestherotinourpolity

Sidl s Mo b S

ow that the results of the
| \ | acrimonious elections forthe
Karnataka assemblyarejust
one night away, the public intellectuals
hurt by the vitiated political discourse
mustberelieved. They might be praying
for the next legislature to act more re-
sponsibly. People’s representatives who
cannot respect the sanctity of the elec-
tions should at least keep their prom-
ises to the electorate. But is it likely to
happen?

Before getting into the question that
T've posed, I would like to draw your
attention to the profile and character of
the candidates. According to the As-
sociation for Democratic Reforms, 94%
ofthe 220 candidates that the Congress
fielded were crorepatis and 27% face
criminal cases. Similarly, 93% of the
BJP’s 224 candidates were crorepatis
and 37% charged with criminal cases.
For the Janata Dal (Secular), 77% of its
199 candidate were crorepatis and 21%
had casesregistered against them. One
of the candidates has declared movable
andimmovable assets of 10 billion rupees.

Thisisthe scenariowhen the number
of crorepatis in the fray has reduced
since 2013. Inthatyear, 681 out of 1,052
candidates (65%) were crorepatis. The
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marginal fall in the number of affluent
candidates shouldn’t mislead you into
believing that this is the beginning of
fair ticket distribution to ordinary peo-
ple. Unfortunately, across the nation our
politicshas been usurped by moneybags.
These individuals have started mixing
business with politics. Asaresult, instead
of political discussions or real issues,
elections are fought on the basis of cor-
porate propaganda. Before this, some
disturbing factshad cometolight during
the elections in the Northeast, particu-
larly in Nagaland.

Is this why the quality of our politi-
cians and politicsis deteriorating? Iam
not saying we should assume that a can-
didate is guilty just because a case has
been registered and prevent him from
contesting elections. Iam not suggesting
that crorepatis don’t have the right to
contestelections. But I take strong objec-
tion to the manner in which issues that
affect the lives of ordinary people are
fastdisappearing from the political dis-
course.

Another thing that bothers me: The
incomes of people associated with pol-
itics and political parties grow substan-
tiallybetween one election and another
even asthe financial conditions of ordi-

nary candidates keep dwindling. Those
days are long gone when sobriety was
seen as the ornament of leaders in In-

dianpolitics. Thave personally witnessed
a number of legislators and MPs walk
for miles together. They might not have

spent a night in Dalit homes, but the
economically deprived still perceived
them as their saviours. Whenever I see
people’s representatives surrounded by
bodyguards, a question comes to my
mind: When will they get time to meet
the people who've elected them?

This is an era where money power
scores over people power. In these times,
who wants to pay attention to the pre-
mature murder of issues that concern
ordinary people?

Let us look at Karnataka. After Ra-
jasthan, this state is believed to be the
worst affected by droughtin the country.
Arecent BBCstudy put Bengaluruamong
11 metropolises that are facing a severe
drinking water crisis. What will our
politicians do to prevent Bengaluru,
known asthe city oflakes, from turning
into another Cape Town? A constructive
debate on thisissue wasn’theard during
the entire election campaign. Not just
the state capital, the state is battling an
enormous water crisis.

Owing to this, 3,515 farmers com-
mitted suicide between April 2013 and
November 2017. Of these, 2,525 can be
attributed to drought and crop failure.
Ideally, before seeking votes, our politi-
cians should have presented a compre-

hensive action plan to the people. What
happened was nowhere close to this.

Karnatakaisa state where the moun-
tains, ocean, greenery and drought co-
existatthe sametime. The mismatchin
natural resources across the diverse
regions of the state has already made
governing the state quite complex. On
top of this, with Bengaluru becoming
an IT hub, this metropolis needs round
the clock supply of electricity. The state’s
rural areas end up paying a price for
this. They face power cuts lasting six to
eighthours. A combination of heat, lack
of rains and shortage of electricity has
made people’s lives miserable. Instead
of finding a solution to this, our politi-
ciansturned theelection campaign into
a clash of personalities, religious ap-
peasement and caste tensions. They
realisethatthe despondent Indian always
seeksrefugeinreligion. Intheblind race
to draw cults and religious leaders into
their fold, we've seen the democratic
tradition being ripped apart.

India’s politicians, kindly pay atten-
tion: Democracy is always of the people,
by the people and for the people. The
Karnatakaassembly elections have again
emphasised the need to remember this.

(Courtesy: HT)
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AmitShahblows 2019 electionbugle,
asks partytoaddressDalitissues

New Delhi: BJP president Amit
Shah hasblown the bugle for the 2019
election, targeting to win the next
parliamentary election withamargin
bigger than 2014, party spokesman
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain said on
Monday. And, for the BJP’s national
office bearers and state presidents
who metwith him on Monday, he even
had aslogan: Merisarkar, achchisarkar
(my government, good government),
Hussain said.

“Wehaveto change this perception
that BJP cannot return to power at
the Centre. We have to prove that BJP
knows how to form government, run
itand win consecutive election,” Hus-
sain quoted Shah astelling BJP lead-
ers.

During the meeting, which came
two days after the bitterly fought Kar-
nataka assembly elections (and a day
ahead of results), Shah also asked the
partytoaddressissuesrelated to Dalits,
down to the block level, another BJP
leader said on condition of anonym-
ity. RSS pracharaks holding the posts
of organisational secretaries at state
level were also present at the day-long

conclave.

The BJP president, widely cred-
ited, along with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, the party’s star cam-
paigner, for the success the BJP has
seen over the past four years also
warned theaudienceagainstarrogance,
complacence, and lack of attention to
the party organisation. “Congress got
wiped out because of its arrogance
and ignoring the organisation. We
havereached asituation where it has

become a BJP versus all battle.”
BJP spokesman Sudhanshu Trive-
di said Shah “cautioned BJP leaders
that satisfaction over electoral success
should not converge into self
complacency.”“We have built the first
floor by winning one election, 2019
victory will be the second floor. We
have to raise a high building,” he
quoted the party president as saying.
Shah told the audience that the
BJP has over 110 million members,

330-plus MPs and over 1,800 MLAs,
afeatthathasbeen achieved because
of party’sorganisational strength that
many other political parties were now
copying. “It is our privilege that we
have Modi’s leadership, but we have
organisational strength too. We have
strength attheboothlevel and we are
winningbecause of it,” Hussain said,
quoting Shah.

The BJP chief told party leaders
they should not rest until states such
as West Bengal, Odisha, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and Telanagana were won.

Shah took stock of the preparation
for construction of party offices in
district levels, the number of nights
spent by central ministers and party
office bearers in villages during the
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan programme
between April and May, discussed
ways to popularise the NaMo App,
and sought suggestions for Modi gov-
ernment’s fourth anniversary celebra-
tions.

The party will hold a joint execu-
tive meeting of its different wings on
May 17 that will be addressed by the
Prime Minister.

Hadiya re-run? Uttarakhand man
wants wife ‘freed’ from parents

New Delhi: The Supreme Courthas asked
the Uttarakhand Police to produce in the
court on Wednesday a 20-year-old woman
who converted to Islam to marry after her
husband sought her “release” from her parents’
custody, in what appearstobe are-run of the
Hadiya case.

Requesting the court to reunite him with
his wife, 23-year-old Mohammad Danish on
Monday told a bench-led by Chief Justice of
India Dipak Misra that he was arrested for
the abduction of his wife, Aisha alias Shweta
Bhist, and was lodged in the Haldwani jail
since April 20.

“Wewanttotalk to the girl and know what
she wants. Does she want to stay with her
parents or otherwise,” CJI Misrasaid, order-
ing Aisha be in the court on Wednesday.

Danish and Aisha, who both hail from
Haldwani, were pursuing bachelors in busi-
ness administration in Bheemtal when they
fell in love.Aisha’s parents were opposed to
the relationship so they eloped and got mar-
riedin Delhion April 19 as per Islamic customs,
the petition says.Bisht took the name Aisha
after converting to Islam of her own free will
and they got the marriage registered in Gha-
ziabad, it says.

Her parentslodged an abduction complaint
against Danish and the Uttarakhand Police
arrested the couple from Delhi the next day.

The Uttrakhand government rubbished
Danish’s petition. “The marriage certificate
and the nikahnama are fake and it is a case
ofabduction,” deputy advocate general Manoj
Gorkela said.

Danish said apprehending trouble, Aisha
had emailed an affidavit toinspector general
of police and Nanital senior superintendent
of policeinforming them of her marriage and
conversion.Inalandmark ruling, the Supreme
Courtin March upheld the marriage of Had-
iya, a 26-year-old Kerala woman who con-
verted to Islam and wed a Muslim man, up-
holding a woman’s right to choose a partner.

On her father’s petition, the Kerala high
courthad quashed the marriage and ordered
Hadiya in her parents’ custody.

Abench led by Misra, after hearing Had-
iya, ruled an individual’s right to marry a
person was a matter of privacy, intrinsic to
right to life and state and society had no role
in determining the choice.

Bombs hurled at houses in Howrah as post

poll clashes rock parts of Bengal

NGT slams Ganga Mission for failure
to flle compliance report

Kolkata: A day after 12
people were killed in wide-
spread violence during the
West Bengal panchayat elec-
tions, post poll clashes con-
tinuetorock parts of the state
on Tuesday.

The state administration,
however, claimed only six of
those deaths were poll-relat-
ed, State Election Commission
(SEC) said.

“According to the report
received from the state ad-
ministration, 12 deaths are
reported on the polling day
on Monday. Among them six
arepoll-related deaths, while
therest were due to different
reasons,” SECsecretaryNilan-
jan Shandilya told TANS.

Post poll violence was
reported from parts of How-
rahdistrictwherebombswere
hurled in at least 20 houses
during a clash between Tri-
namool Congressworkersand
BJP activists.

A few vehicles were also
vandalised and torched.

Sporadicincidents of vio-
lencetook placein South and
North 24 Parganas and Nadia
districts late on Monday.

The single-phase rural
polls in the state on Monday

saw large scale violence and
clashes between opposing
political outfits throughout
the day even as more than
60,000 armed personnel and
80,000 civicvolunteers were
deployed to guard close to
58,000 polling booths.

As the day progressed,
reports of clashes, booth cap-
turing, vandalising of ballot
boxes and rigging were re-
ceived from pockets of South
and North 24 Parganas, North
Dinajpur, Nadia, West Mid-
napore and Cooch Behar
districts.

In several places, gun-
toting goons attacked police-
men on duty at polling prem-
ises, leaving atleast two police
officers severely injured.
Several attempts to rig the

election process were also
reported across the state as
miscreants poured water into
ballot boxes or set them on
fire.Additional director gen-
eral of West Bengal Police Anuj
Sharma on Monday said Tri-
namool activist Arif Ali Gazi
died in poll-related violence
in South 24 Parganas while
two other workers of the
party died in Nadia.

He said two Communist
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-
M)workersdied in Nandigram
in East Midnapore district
and a Jharkhand Disom
Party worker died in Kush-
mundi of South Dinajpur.

The opposition parties
accused the Trinamool Con-
gressoforchestrating unprec-
edented terror on the polling

day and alleged the SEC and
state administration com-
pletelyfailed toconductafree
and fair election.

Representatives of CPI-M
held aprotest demonstration
outside the SEC office on
Monday evening demanding
ananswer from the poll pan-
elabouttheadversesituations
across the state.

The state’s ruling Trin-
amool Congress, however,
claimed that the people were
able to exercise their demo-
cratic rights and said the
situation was well handled
barring a few isolated inci-
dents.

It accused the Bharatiya
Janata Party of bringing in
people from Bangladesh, As-
sam and Jharkhand with the
help of Border Security Force
personnel on the polling day
to create unrest.

Voting fortheruralbodies
in West Bengal was tobeheld
on May 1, 3 and 5, but as the
nomination process started
in April, it was rescheduled
to May 14 by the SEC follow-
ing a Calcutta High Court
order to extend the nomina-
tion deadline and announce
a fresh polling date.

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal on Tuesday
rapped the National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) for
not filinga compliance report
onthestepstakenbythe Cen-
tre and the UP and Uttara-
khand governments to clean
theriver Gangain the stretch
between Gomukh and Unnao.

Abenchheaded by acting
NGT chairperson Justice
Jawad Rahim said that despite
its April 3 order to file an af-
fidavit stating measures
taken by various authorities,
the NMCG has not complied
with its direction.

“We had asked you to file
an additional document on
April 3 about steps taken by
various authorities including
settingup of treatment plants.
What did youdoin thistime.
Why have you not complied
with our order?

“Wearenotbothered about
your meetings and implead-
ment. We are bothered about
our order of compliance. We
want compliance,” the bench
observed and directed NMCG
to file the report by May 23.

The green panel also di-
rected tannery industries to
fileareportabout the compli-

anceofits directions and said
it would deal with the clean-
ing of stretch from Unnao to
Uttar Pradesh Border on May
23, the next date of hearing.

Ttalsosummoned records
from the Eastern Bench of
NGT ofasimilar case dealing
with Ganga rejuvenation in
thestretch from Biharto Ben-
gal.

On April 3, the NGT had
directed NMCG to file addi-
tional statement with regard
to the claims made by the
Central Pollution Control
Board and UP Pollution Con-
trol Board.

The UP Jal Nigam had
earlier told the NGT that it
has filed preparation of de-
tailed project report in Kas-
ganj, Bareilly, Kannauj and
Rampur.

The green panel, in a de-
tailedjudgement, had passed
a slew of directions to reju-
venate Ganga, declaring as
‘No Development Zone’ an
area of 100 metres from the
edge of the river between
Haridwar and Unnao and
prohibiting dumping of waste
within 500 metres from the
river.

Thetribunal had said the
government has spent over
Rs 7,000 crore in two years
toclean the Ganga which still
remains a “serious environ-
mental issue”.

The order, running into
543 pages, had said “till the
demarcation of floodplains
and identification of permis-
sible and non-permissible
activities by the state govern-
ment of this judgement, we

direct that 100 metres from
the edge of the river would be
treated as no development/
construction zone between
Haridwar to Unnao in UP.”

‘No-development zones’
areareas where no construc-
tionincluding commercial or
residential buildings can come
up.

Ttalsoimposed a complete
prohibition on disposal of
municipal solid waste, e-waste
or bio-medical waste on the
floodplains or into the river
and its tributaries.

Regarding shifting of tan-
nerieslocated in Jajmau clus-
ter in Kanpur, the tribunal
had soughtanaction planfrom
theleatherunits, failing which
“the UP government shall be
duty bound to close the tan-
neries and shift the same to
Banthar, Unnao or any other
developed site which it consid-
ers appropriate.”

Thetribunal reiterated its
earlier order of ban on me-
chanical miningin Gangaand
said “noin-stream mechani-
cal mining is permitted and
eventhe mining onthe flood-
plainshould be semi-mechan-
ical and preferably more
manual.

NCP calls BJP’s performance in Karnataka elections
‘unbelievable’, bats for ballot boxes

Mumbai: The Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) on Tuesday ex-
pressed its distrust for electronic
voting machines, stating that the
BJP’s performance in the Karna-
takapollswas “unbelievable”because
theresults were notinsyncwith the
ground situation.

PTI quoted Maharashtra NCP
president Jayant Patil as saying that
the Congress was well-positioned

inKarnataka, and the Siddaramaiah
government did not face any anti-
incumbency. “In this context, the
BJP’svictoryisunbelievable. There
isadifference between what wasin
the people’s mind and the situation
thathasemerged,” hetold reporters,
demanding that future pollsbe held
through ballot boxes.

The Sharad Pawar-led partyhad
extended support to the Congress

without fielding its own candidates
in the Karnataka polls.

Patil maintained that theimage
of the BJP and its chief ministerial
candidate, BS Yeddyurappa, was
“notgood” duetoallegations of graft.
“The BJP’sreach in Karnataka was
limited. This result should be ana-
lysed properly,” hesaid. “Theelection
commission should conduct elections
through ballot boxes to remove

doubts. There will be a delay, but
doubts will be cleared.”

The Congress also expressed a
similar sentiment. “Thavebeen say-
ing this from day 1. There is no po-
litical party in India that has not
raised questions on EVMs (elec-
tronic voting machines), and even
the BJP hasdoneitinthe past. Now,
when all parties are doubting EVMs,
then what problem does the BJP

have with conducting polls through
ballot?” asked party leader Mohan
Prakash.However, these doubts
regarding voting machines are not
echoed by every non-NDA party.
“Please save this tweet for future
reference. If Twin, itwasallmy charm
and hard work. IfTlose, it’salldown
to those blasted EVMs,” National
Conference leader Omar Abdullah
remarkedinatongue-in-cheek tweet.

Role of regional parties cannot be undermined, say BJP allies in Goa

Panji: Junior alliance

Goa Assembly.

gained a “sizeable share” of

Navjot Singh Sidhu
acquitted of homicide,
convicted of causing hurt
in 1988 road rage case

New Delhi: In a relief for Punjab cabinet minister and
former cricketer Navjot Singh Sidhu, the Supreme Court
onTuesday acquitted him of culpable homicide and con-
victed him of causing hurtin a 1988 road rage case in which
one person died.Despite the conviction, Sidhu retains his
cabinetberth. As perthe Representation of the People Act,
any person convicted of an offence or crime and punished
for aterm of two or more years isimmediately disqualified
as a lawmaker. The Supreme court fined Sidhu Rs 1,000
and did not give him a jail term.

The Congress politician was convicted under Section
323 (causing hurt) of the India Penal Code, under which
he faced up to a year in jail or a fine or both.

Sidhu thanked the people of Punjab after the verdict.

partners in the BJP-led gov-
ernment in Goa said on Tues-
day that the importance of
regional parties cannot be
undermined in politics.

The remarks came two
daysafter BJP chief Amit Shah
said his party aimed to win
in at least 35 out of the total
40 seatsin the next Goaelec-
tions.

The Manohar Parrikar-led
state government, which came
to power after the elections
in March last year, is cur-
rently supported by the Ma-
harashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP), Goa Forward
Party (GFP) and three Inde-
pendents.

The MGP and the GFPhave
three legislators each in the
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GFP president Vijai
Sardesaitold PTI, “You can’t
wish away the regional par-
ties. Look at the results in
the Karnataka elections and
theimpact of the JD(S). You
cannot undermine the im-
portance of regional parties
in politics.”

On May 13, Shah, while
addressing BJP workers near
Panaji, said, “We have totake
the oath thatin 2019, we will
win both (Lok Sabha) seats
(in Goa), and in the next as-
sembly elections we will win
in at least 35 out of the total
40 constituencies in Goa.”

The MGP also said that
regional parties will always
remain an important factor
in Goa’s politics.

“Ttis Shah’s dream towin
35seats. Wealsohaveadream
of winning 18 seatsin the next
Goa Assembly polls. We also

have a dream of making
Marathi as the state’s official
language,” MGP chief Dipak
Dhavalikar said.

He said everyone has to
work towards achieving their
dreams, but noted that re-
gional parties have always

seats in the Goa elections.

“There are at least eight
tonineseats which will always
remain with the regional par-
ties,” Dhavalikar claimed.

The MGP leader asserted
thatnonational party cantake
regional outfitslightlyin Goa’s
politics.

“What I am saying has
been proved by the results of
some ofthelastassemblyelec-
tions in Goa,” he said.

The BJP currently has 14
seats in the Goa assembly. It
camesecond in the state polls
after the Congress (17 seats),
butmanagedtogarner support
from other parties and Inde-
pendents to attain majority
and form the governmentled
by Parrikar.

“I want to thank the people of Punjab, because of their
prayers I have come out ten feet tall. Thave sent a message
to Rahul Gandhi ji & Priyanka Gandhi ji that my life is
yours,” ANI quoted Sidhu saying.

The tourism minister in the Amarinder Singh govern-
ment, Sidhu had hit a 65-year-old man, Gurnam Singh,
on the head during an argument over the parking of a car
in December 1988. Singh later died in a hospital.

Sidhusaid Singh died of a cardiacarrestand notbecause

he was punched in the head

The former cricketer was acquitted of the murder
charges by a trial court in September 1999. However, the
Punjab high courtreversed the verdict and held Sidhuand
his co-accused Rupinder Singh Sandhu guilty of culpable
homicide not amounting to murder in December 2006. It
sentenced them to three years in jail and imposed a fine

of Rs 1lakh each.

Both Sidhu and Sandhu filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court, which stayed their conviction in 2007, paving the
way for Sidhu to contest the by-poll for Amritsar Lok

Sabha seat.
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HEALTH

No horn, please: Howstreet noiseis hurtingourhealth

New Delhi: Dust mixed with toxic
fumes from vehicular exhausts exacer-
batelung and heartdiseasesand trigger
death from heart attack, stroke, chron-
ic obstructive pulmonary disease, lung
infectionslike pneumonia, and cancers
of the lung and respiratory tract.

What is less known is that traffic
noise adds to this incessant vehicular
assault on human health. Revving mo-
tors, ceaseless honking, overloaded
vehiclesand blaring music notjustdam-
age the health of commuters but also
thosewholive orwork around busyroads.

Annoyance, irritabilityand hearing
damage are the obvious fallouts, but
several studies show that traffic noise
leads to high blood pressure, heart dis-
ease, stroke, heart failure, diabetes,
depression, memory impairment, dis-
rupted sleep and hyperactivityin children.

With the time spent commuting
growing by the day in noisy cities, both
big and small, even those who do not

live close to busy roads risk sacrificing
more than just sleep.

Heart disease

Environmental noise from traffic
and aircraft disrupts the body on the
cellular level to raise heart disease risk
factors, according to areview of the un-
derlying mechanisms thatlead to noise-
induced heartdisease. Sound pollution
causes metabolic abnormalities and
autonomicimbalance, which is charac-
terised by dizziness and exercise intol-
erance, said the study.

Noise activates the sympathetic ner-
vous system toinduce a stress response,
whichraisestheblood levels of the stress
hormones such as cortisol, adrenaline
and noradrenalin, even during sleep.
These hormones prepare the body to
survive an imminent “fight for flight”
threat by making the heart beat faster,
constricting blood vessels and pushing
up blood pressure to feed more blood to
thebrain and muscles. When this phys-

iological stressbecomes constant, itleads
to heart disease and diabetes, among
others.

Memory, learning

Traffic noise harm children’s ability
to learn as they are more affected than
adults by noise while doing tasks involv-
ing speech perception and listening
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comprehension. It also affectslearning
that doesn’t involve speech perception
and listening comprehension, such as
short-term memory, reading and writing.
This, over time, affects their cognitive
development. Another studyin Teheran
found it affected the auditory verbal
learning and memory of boys more than

girls.

Exposureto trafficnoise also causes
behavioural problems, particularly hy-
peractivity and inattention symptoms,
in early childhood. Sleeping in rooms
exposed to sound of night-time traffic
raises children’sblood pressure, raising
their risk of heart disease in later life.

Sleep, mood

Night-time traffic noise lowers the
quantity of sleep, leading to irritability,
lowered attention, delayed response,
tiredness and fatigue. People who live
near busy streets have difficulty falling
asleep, wake up frequently during the
night, and get up too early, found a
population-based study from Norway,
where traffic movement is quieter than
on India’s roads.

Peoplelivingin areas with high traf-
fic noise were 25 percent more likely
than those in quieter neighbourhoods
tohave symptoms of depression such as
sadness, loneliness and trouble concen-

trating. In developing countries such as
India where traffic movement is often
more chaotic, mounting stress and ir-
ritability fuels hostility and road rage.

No horn, please

Noise hazards can be mitigated by
improving traffic management and
regulating driving behaviour, which
should include both motor and non-
motor road transportation. According
to Section 190 (2) of the Central Motor
Vehicles Act (2), “Any person who drives
or causes or allows to be driven, in any
public place a motor vehicle, which vio-
latesthestandards prescribed inrelation
to road safety, control of noise and air
pollution, shall be punishable for the
first offence with a fine of (01,000 and
for any second or subsequent offence
with a fine of [(J2,000.”

Along with fines, the challenge is to
make aggressive road warriors aware
thatnoisy drivingharmstheir own health
as much as others.

GOUT, THE PAINFUL
CONDITION DOESN'T INCREASE
YOUR RISK OF FRACTURE

People who suffer from gout, a painful inflammatory
arthritis, may not have an increased risk of fracture as
earlier believed, says a new study. Gout is acommon form
of arthritis that can affect anyone. Sudden, sever attacks
of pain, swelling, redness and tenderness, often to the
joint at the base of the big toe accompany this condition.

A gout attack can occur suddenly, often waking you up
in the middle of the night with the sensation that your big
toeis on fire. The joint can get hot, swollen and so tender
that even a small weight on it may seem a lot. According
to Dr Shalini Suralkar, full time consultant rheumatolo-
gist, Dr LH Hiranandani Hospital, “The pain can be quite
excruciating, that’sthe mostimportant symptom to watch
out for. Most patients can suffer an attack in the middle
of the night.”

Method for study

Gout is caused by the build-up of urate crystals in a
joint. To better understand the links between gout and
fracture risk, the researchers from Keele University con-
ducted a study in Britain using a large primary care data-
base.

Ttincluded 31,781 patients with gout who were matched
to 122,961 controls and followed them for between 6.8 and
13.6 years until the first diagnosis of a fracture. The rate
of fracture was similar in people with and without gout,
the findings showed.

In addition, medication to lower urate levels in people
with gout did not appear to benefit or adversely affect the
long-term risk of fractures. “Our use of a nationally rep-
resentative cohort should enable our study findings to be
generalisable not onlyto the UKbut also to other countries
with similar health care systems,” said Zoe Paskins from
Keele University.

Any other risks?

According to Dr Suralkar, “Gout can lead to a fracture
only if a person has really long-standing condition and
has affected almost all the joints. Otherwise there is no
risk of fracture involved. However, it is important to note
that if gout is left untreated over many years it can also
affecta person’s kidney and could lead to damaging of the
joints.”

Prenatal marijuana use may lead to low birth weight in babies

If you smoke marijuana
during your pregnancy, your
baby could be at high risk of
being born with a low birth
weight as well as influencing
behaviourproblems, research-
ers have warned.

The findings, published
inthejournal Child Develop-
ment, suggests that prenatal
marijuanause can have con-
sequences on infant’s weight
and can influence behaviour
problems, especially when
combined with tobacco use.

Theresearchersfound that
infantswhohad been exposed
to both tobacco and mari-
juana, especiallyinto the third
trimester, were smaller in
length, weight and head size.

They were more likely to
be born earlier, compared to

babies who were not exposed
to anything, the researcher
said.

“Wealso found thatlower
birth weight and size pre-
dicted a baby’s behaviour in
laterinfancy,” said co-author
Rina DasEiden from the Uni-
versity at Buffaloin New York.

“Babies who were smaller
werereported by their moth-
erstobemoreirritable, more
easily frustrated and had
greater difficulty calming
themselves when frustrated.
Thus, there was an indirect
association between co-ex-
posure to tobacco and mari-
juana and infant behaviour
via poor growth at delivery,”
Eiden added.

Forthestudy, theresearch-
ersrecruited nearly 250infants

and their mothers. Of these,
173 of the infants had been
exposed to tobacco or mari-
juana during their mothers’
pregnancies. None were ex-
posed to significant amounts
of alcohol.
Womenwhoshowed symp-
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toms of anger, hostility and
aggression reported more
stress during pregnancy and
were more likely to continue
usingtobacco and marijuana
throughout pregnancy, the
researcher said.

Therefore, due to the co-

exposure, they were more
likely to give birth to infants
smaller in size and who were
moreirritable and easily frus-
trated, theresearchersadded.

The infants’ irritability
and frustrationisalsolinked
to mothers who experienced
higher levels of stress while
pregnant.

“Our results suggest that
interventions with women
who smoke cigarettes or use
marijuana while pregnant
should also focus onreducing
stress and helping them cope
with negative emotions,” Ei-
densaid. “Thismayhelpreduce
prenatal substance exposure
and subsequent behaviour
problems in infants,” Eiden
noted.

However, other studies

paint a different picture as
far as marijuana use is con-
cerned. Recently a study by
researchers from the Boston
University School of Public
Health (BUSPH) discovered
that marijuana use does not
lower a couple’s chances of
getting pregnant. This study
was the first to establish
whether there was any link
between fecund ability - the
average per-cycle probability
of conception- and using
marijuana.

Researchersfromthestudy
also opined that classifying
people accurately depending
upon the amount of mari-
juana they have used, espe-
cially when they rely on self-
reported data, isachallenging
task.

TAKING ORAL DRUGS DAILY MAY PROTECT CANCER
PATIENTS FROM DEADLY BLOOD CLOTS

London: Taking oral drugs daily can
be an effective treatment for nearly 10
million cancer patients worldwide suf-
fering from a deadlyblood clot condition,
resultsfroma clinical trial have showed.
People with cancer have an increased
risk of developing blood clots, with
roughly onein five experiencing venous
thromboembolism (VTE) --eitherablood
clotinadeep vein oraconditionin which
one or morearteriesin thelungsbecome
blocked by a blood clot.

The results from the clinical trial
called “select-d” suggested that prescrib-
ing the oral drug rivaroxaban signifi-
cantly reduced VTE recurrence among
patients with cancer. “Clinicians were
already adopting the oral druginto prac-
tice for non-cancer patients and now
theyhavedata fromthisstudytoindicate
that this form of treatment isan alterna-
tive option for many cancer patients who
haveaclot,”said lead author Annie Young,
Professor at University of Warwick in
the Britain.

Although there are many causes and
risk factors for VTE, cancer patients are
particularly at risk due to a combination
of factors such as immobility, pancre-
atic and gastric tumours as well as che-
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motherapy, the researcher said.

For the “select-d” trial, researchers
enrolled 406 patients who had cancer
and VTE; most (69 per cent) were receiv-
ing cancer treatment (typically chemo-
therapy) at the time of their VTE. Half
were randomly assigned to receive low-
molecular-weight heparin (dalteparin)
and half were given the oral drug riva-
roxaban. After six months of treatment,
the VTE recurrence rate was four per
cent among those taking the tablet and
11% in those receiving dalteparin. The
results for secondary outcomes were

mixed, the researcher said.

In patients receiving rivaroxaban,
there were around the same percentage
of major bleeding events (6%) as those
receiving dalteparin (4 per cent) but a
marked and significant increase in
clinicallyrelevant non-majorbleeds (13%)
with rivaroxaban compared to those
having low molecular weight heparin
(4%).

Thereason forincreased bleeding is
notknown. It may be because rivaroxa-
banis more ‘potent’, the paper published
inthe Journal of Clinical Oncology said.

Weight loss diet tip fitness experts swear by,

Missing outonyourbreak-
fastisnot good for the system
and canactuallylead toweight-
gain, studies have shown.

By skipping this meal, not
only do you end up putting
on weight, but also open the
door to lifestyle related dis-
eases such as obesity, type 2
diabetes, hypertension and
cardiovascular diseases.

Researchers from Tel Aviv
University (TAU) and Hebrew
Universityin Israel found that
eating breakfast helps in
regulating the post-meal glu-
cose and insulin responses,
henceimprovingourglycaemic
control. If you have breakfast
before 9 30 am,itwillimprove
the metabolism rate of your
body,leading to weight loss.

“Skipping breakfast can
not only make your metabo-
lism dip, but also leave you

® 00 ©

have your breakfast on time

lethargic. Sincethebrainneeds
fuel to function, you will end
up craving for any food that
is available later in the day,
causing weight gain in the
longerterm. A good breakfast
madeup of carbohydratesand
lean protein can help reduce
cravings and overeating for
the rest of the day,” says Dr
Anil Mehta, general physician
on Lybrate, Delhi.
Buthowexactly does skip-
ping breakfastlead to weight
gain? “As the day wears on,
serotonin levels dip, and you
get cravings for chocolate,
cookies, and other similar
foods. Eating these causes an
increase in serotonin levels
and the body begins to as-
sociate good feelings with
them, creating an addictive
cycle,” explains Dr. Mehta.
But what if one gets up

late in the day, like after 10
am? Then whatisthe correct
time to have breakfast?
“Our body is primed to
look for food when we wake
upinthe morning. Soideally
we should have a healthy
breakfast within two hours

of waking up,” says Priyanka
Verma, nutritionist, Portea
Medical, Bangalore.

Weight gain aside, there
are various other lifestyle
related diseases we can save
ourselves from, along with
many benefits we can get if

we have breakfast regularly.

Vermaexplainsthatbreak-
fast has anumber of benefits
from as simple as providing
energyinthe morningtotake
on the day to kick-starting
our metabolism.

It also makes the brain

alertand activated, improves
concentration levels, immu-
nity and cognitive functions,
she said. “It also helps avoid
gas and acidity, boosts heart
health and your mood, and
keeps you calm,” she said.

Verma noted that since
cortisoland adrenalinelevels
areattheir peakinthe morn-
ing, our brain needs instant
energy, and eating tooless or
not eating at all can prompt
it to look for another fuel
source.

“This leads to activation
ofanemergency system, pull-
ing energy from muscles and
destroying muscle tissue in
the process. When one eats
laterinthe day, thebody saves
energy from the food as fat
because the body and brain
are still in high-alert mode,”
she explained.

DIABETES AND HEART
DISEASE SHOULD BE TOP
HEALTH PRIORITIES

Chronic diseases claim more Indian lives than infec-
tious diseases, and take a huge toll: Between 2012 and
2030, non-communicable diseases and mental health
conditions are expected to cost India $4.58 trillion. The
government supports states to respond, but much more
needs to be done. New research for India Consensus, a
collaboration between Tata Trusts and Copenhagen Con-
sensus, reveals some strategies should be prioritised against
specific diseases.

The analysis by Professor Shreelata Rao Seshadri of
Azim Premyji University with Vijayalakshmi Hebbare fills
evidence gaps by identifying the costs and benefits of
responses to non-communicable diseases.

Diabetes will cost India Rs 9.7 trillion between 2012
and 2030. The situation varies from state to state, but
taking the example of Andhra Pradesh, about onein three
people are overweight or obese, and one in 10 have high
blood sugar. On current trends, diabetes will kill 159,000
adults in the state alone in 2030.

The new research shows screening and therapy would
costaround Rs 2,000 per person annually, or about (1590
crore over the next 13 years, and save more than 11,000
lives annually and cut chronic suffering by more than 10%.
Putting those benefits into economic terms, every rupee
would achieve more than 18 times costs.

Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is a killer with such a
high national burden that its costbetween 2012 and 2030
is almost the equivalent of wiping out an entire year of
Indian GDP. In AP, it will claim thelives of nearly one lakh
adults this year.

The simple answer is screening and cheap medicine
for those atrisk. This could avoid more than 2.6 lakh deaths
over 13 years, at an average cost of about Rs 4,000 per
treated person. The total cost of Rs 4,400 crore will result
in benefits worth 31 times the costs.

Theresearchers alsolookat cervical cancer and breast
cancer, both significantkillers of Indian women. Coverage
of screening services is very poor: only about one-third of
women in AP have had a cervical exam, and about 5% have
had a breast exam.

But screening and treatment for cervical cancer costs
about Rs 3,200 crore, to save around 600 lives. This means
the return on each rupee is a modest Rs 1.6 in social ben-
efits. And using the Clinical Breast Exam would only avoid
about 10% of the 3,000 lives claimed by breast cancer each
year, butis the most expensive approach studied, at about
Rs 5,600 crore. Cervical and breast cancer screening and
treatment are important for closing gender gaps and en-
suring women access high-quality healthcare.

But a broader view at benefits and costs indicates that
resources spent averting a cervical cancer death could
save 18 women from CVD death.

Making trade-offs is ultimately the domain of policy-
makers and voters, but the project’s newresearch provides
costs and benefits for a comprehensive range of policy
choices in health, education, environment and the econ-
omy, which means new evidence to help tough decisions.

Across India, adequately financing chronic disease,
particularly heart disease and diabetes, should be a prior-
ity.
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BUSINESS

Indian banksonhook for $26 billionin
loans tostressed electricity projects

Enron Corp. is long gone, but the
scandal it left behind in India has
beguiled the country’s lenders for
almost two decades.

However, if the bankers who fi-
nanced the US energy company’s
unviable power plantin Maharashtra
statearen’truing that2,000-megawatt
debacle any more, it’s only because
they’re now staring ata mess 20 times
bigger.

India’stotal electricity-generation
ability is 344,000 megawatts, a 72
percent increase over six years. The
country, notorious for its outages,
stilldoesn’thave a power surplus. But
coal-fired plantsin the private sector
that ran at 84 percent capacity utili-
zation at the start of the decade are
struggling to stay alive with load fac-
tors of 55 percent. Asmuch as 40,000
megawatts of capacity — equal to 20
Enron plants —hasbecome stressed
assets for the banking system.

Lenders, on the hook for $26 bil-
lion, areyetto classify these exposures
as nonperforming, let alone provide
for losses out of (their increasingly
nonexistent) profits. However, now
that the central bankis forcing them
toclean up their act, they’re trying to
think of creative solutions. According
to BloombergQuint, the banks will
convertdebt that’sunsustainableinto

equity and sell those shares to a
jointly owned asset management
company. The AMCwill hawk its con-
trolling stakes in power producers
after a turnaround.

A better idea may to be to fix the
underlying profitability of the power
business.

Forgetlong-term power purchase
agreements. State utilities are shy to
signsuch contracts anyway and prone
toditchthem atthe firsthint of cheap-
er electricity in the wholesale market.
Let most of the demand and supply
move to exchanges with open access
for all bulk buyers and sellers, says
Hemant Kanoria, chairman of India
Power Corp., a 99-year-old company

involved in both electricity generation
and distribution.

The share of power trading in the
country’s overall demand-supply
equation hasbeen stagnant for years
at about 10 percent. This needs to
change.

The other big issue, as Kanoria
rightly notes, is coal. India has no
shortage of the fuel, butits dominant
miner, which met 95 percent of its
600 million ton production target
last year, needs to crack the whip on
underperforming subsidiaries.

Power plants’ coal inventories are
falling, and linking domestic avail-
ability to whether a producer has a
long-term electricity purchase agree-

ment with a state utility isn’t helping.
Ratherthan continue with aless-than-
satisfactory auction system, let Coal
India Ltd. fixaprice at which itwould
assure supply to whoever is willing
to pay and take away the feedstock.

Finally, financing costs, which
have ballooned to half of the total
expense of putting up a power plant,
need a tweak. Restructuring unser-
viceableloansinto otherinstruments
—such as preference shares —would
give producers some breathing room,
Kanoria says.

It’s silly of lenders to expect that
debt with annual interest rates of
16-percent-plus won’t eventually turn
bad. Dragging borrowers tothebank-
ruptcytribunal won’t solve anything.
Most assets would sell for scrap value;
jobswouldbelost. Sweeping the prob-
lemunderthe carpetofanasset man-
agement company may preserve
employment, but the immediate fi-
nancial hit tobanks could upset their
alreadyweak capital position. Besides,
ifexisting owners are booted out, who
will run the plants?

It was relatively easy to leave En-
ron’s Indian unit in the care of a
couple of state-run companies, as the
government did in 2005. That can’t
be a template for a problem 20 times
larger.

Sensex slips 59 points as BJP
falls shy of majority in Karnataka,
Cong-JD(S) talk alliance

Aftersoaringover 436 pointsin earlytrade,
stock markets entered the negative terrain
towards the fag-end on Tuesday amid poll
trendsindicating that the BJP might fall short
of simple majority in Karnataka.

The benchmark Sensex gave up all gains
and was trading lower by about 59 points at
35,497.92 on reports that Congress would
offer support to the JD(S) to form the govern-
ment in Karnataka.

Asperlatestpoll trends, the BJPwaslead-
ing on 108 seats, while congress was ahead
on 73 and JD(S) on 38.

Investors who had created huge position

afterearlytrends on hopes of BJP win trimmed
theirbetsafterthe saffron partyseat prospects
shrank.

The 30-share BSE index hit a high of
35,993.53 in morning trade. Later, it met with
profit-booking at higherlevels and slipped in
the negative zone, falling 58.79 points, or 0.16
per cent to trade at 35,497.92.

The 50-share Nifty reclaimed the key
10,900-mark to touch a high of 10,929.20 in
initial trade and fell back by 25.20 points, or
0.23 per cent, to trade at 10,781.40.

Globally, Asian markets ended mixed and
European markets opened lower.

PNB fraud: Govt initiates process to remove

Flipkart’s former employees can cash
out only 30% of their ESOPs

bank officials named in CBI chargesheet

The finance ministry on
Mondayinitiated the process
of removing top bank officials
named by the Central Bureau
of Investigation in its
chargesheet over the
Rs13,000-crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank fraud case involv-
ingjewellers Nirav Modiand
Mehul Choksi as accused.

Former managing direc-
tor of PNB and the current
MD of Allahabad Bank, Usha
Ananthasubramanian, and
two PNB executive directors
— Sanjeev Sharan and KV
Brahmaji Rao — have been
namedinthe chargesheet that
was filed in a special Mumbai
court on Monday.

“The government hasini-
tiated the process of removal
of the senior management of
bankswhohavebeen named
in the chargesheet,” said Ra-
jivKumar, secretary, depart-

ment of financial services.
“In the meantime, the
government has instructed
the government nominees to
moveboard resolutions seek-
ing divesting  their
responsibilities.”While the
PNB board met on Monday
and approved the government
director’s resolution to take
away the responsibilities of
the two executive directors,
the board of the Allahabad
Bank will meet soon after an

emergency meetingwascalled
by the government nominee,
accordingtosources. The gov-
ernment had issued a notice
to the officials 10 days back
after receiving information
fromtheinvestigating agencies.

This is the first step to
initiate their removal under
Section 8 of the Nationalised
Banks Act.

Calls and messages to
Ananthasubramanian re-
mained unanswered, while

Sharan declined to comment
on the issue. Messages left
for Rao with his office re-
mained also unanswered.

Ananthasubramanian,
who was the MD and CEO of
PNB from August 2015to May
2017, was questioned by the

CBI in February in con-
nection with the case.

Jeweller Modi allegedly
used fake letter of undertak-
ing to defraud PNB of over
013,000 crorein connivance
withbank officials by exploit-
ing the loophole of non-inte-
gration of SWIFT with the
Core Banking System.

The CBI has filed a
chargesheet against Anan-
thasubramanian and 21 oth-
ers,including 11 bankofficials,
over the PNB fraud case. So
far, 19 people have been ar-
rested in the case while Modi
and Choksi are on the run.

Walmart Inc.’s plantobuy
back roughly $500 million
worth of employee stock op-
tions following its $16 billion
majority purchase of Flipkart
has left former employees of
India’slargestonlineretailer
feeling that they have been
treated unfairly.

While current Flipkart
employees will be allowed to
encash their holdings fully
overthenexttwoyears, former
employees can only cash out
30% of their vested options
and havetohold ontotherest
for an undefined period, ac-
cording to Walmart’s plan.

Adozenformeremployees
spoke to said they were con-
sidering ways in which they
can get Flipkart to pay them.
For former employees, it’s
particularly shocking because
Flipkart had been the fairest
employer among all Indian
start-upsin termsof offering
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stock options.

“This is a terrible deal,
especially for people who had
been at the company formany
years. If you played an im-
portant partinbuilding Flip-
kart, right nowyou’ll feel like
you've been cheated. There’s
no communication from Flip-
kart on what happens to the
70%,” said a former employ-
eewhohad worked at Flipkart

for more than five years.
Tobesure, the ESOP pay-
out by Walmart will still be
thebiggest-everin the Indian
start-up world and is expect-
ed to turn a few hundred
Flipkart employees into cro-
repatis. Overthe pastsixyears,
there have been at least five
other buybacks at Flipkart,
including a $100 million re-
purchase last year.

But given that Flipkart,
includingits unit Myntra, has
employed tens of thousands
of people overthe pastdecade,
hundreds of former employ-
eeswillbeleft with significant
stockin the companywith no
visibility on when it will turn
into cash.

“It seems unfair to treat
currentand former employees
differently—if your options
have vested, you should ide-
ally be treated like any other
shareholder,” said Subra-
manya SV, founder of fintech
startup Fisdom and a former
MD at venture capital firm
Bessemer Venture Partners
India.

Thedifferential treatment
has reignited the debate
among startup employees,
investors and entrepreneurs
about how employee stock
option plans, or ESOPs,
should be treated.

Forbes honours 100 Gulf-based Indian businessmen

Over 100 Indian businessmen
and executives based in the UAE
havebeenrecognised for their phe-
nomenal success in the Arab world
by Forbes Middle East who have a
collective net worth of $26.4 billion.

Titled “Top 100 Indian leaders
in the Arab world”, the list consists
ofthe heads of the region’s top com-
panies, as well as the most influen-
tial of experts, Forbes said in a state-
ment.

Billionaires of Indian-origin,
based in the Gulf, have a collective
net worth of USD 26.4 billion, ac-
cordingto Forbes’World’s Billionaires
2018.Thetop threeindividuals, who
are self-madebillionairesinthe UAE
with a combined net worth of more
than USD 12 billion, areleading the

rankings, with retail magnate Yusuff
AliM A, managing director of LuLu
Group International, taking the
crown as the top business owner.

The Indian tycoon is the third-
richest self-madebillionairein UAE
with a net worth of USD 5 billion,
Gulf News reported.

Also UAE-based businessmen
BR Shetty, who holds a net fortune
of USD 3.6 billion, and Ravi Pillai,
with a net worth of USD 3.5 billion,
are ranked second and third, re-
spectively.

These top businessmen have now
shifted their gaze and are claimed
to also be investing heavily in the
Arab region as well as India.

Navdeep Singh Suri, Ambassa-
dor of India to the UAE, said that

UAE holds key positions in all the
different aspects of life.
“The work Indian leaders are
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doingintheregio

est aspects of India and we are
privileged to have theseleadersbe-
ing ambassadors to the UAE and

bridging the gap between the two
countries,” he said.

Surialso went on to say that the
Indian businessmen have not only
shone with their business success-
es, but that they also have been a
contributing factorin India’s success
invarioussectors, including health-
care, retail, construction, hospital-
ity and manufacturing.

Thishas subsequently helped in
the creation of jobs and better in-
frastructure in India.

The Indian community is the
most populous expat communityin
the Gulf. Manyarelongtimeresidents
of the region, having come to the
Gulf much before the advent of oil
that prospered thelocal economies,
the statement said.

Vodafone India posts Rs 9,805 cr operating profit for 201/-18

Retail inflation rises to
4.58% in April, reverses
declining trend

Reversing the declining trend, retail inflation moved
up to 4.58% in April due to gradual rise in prices of cere-
als, meat, fish and fruits.The inflation based on Consum-
er Price Index (CPI), a key data factored in by the Reserve
Bank while deciding interest rate, was 4.28% in March.

The inflation was at 2.99% in April last year.

The CPI index had been declining since January this
year.As per data released by the Central Statistics Office
(CS0O), the rate of price rise in the protein rich items like
meat and fish inched up in April to 3.59%, as against the
previous month of 3.17%.

Similarly, the inflation in the fruit basket was higher
at 9.65% compared to 5.78% in the previous month.

However, inflation in vegetables segment was lower at
7.29% in April compared to 11.7%.Overall, inflation in the
food basket remained flatat 2.8% month-on-month.The CSO
data further revealed that inflation in the fuel and light seg-
ment also came in lower at 5.24% month-on-month basis.

Petrol, diesel prices soar

Vodafone India on Tuesday
posted operating profit of Rs
9,805 crore for the financial
year 2017-18, ended March
31.

It had reported a loss of
around Rs 30,690 crore for
2016-170onaccount of the UK-
based Vodafone group cutting
down valuation of Indian unit
by taking gross impairment
charge of 4.5 billion euro.

Vodafone, whichisinthe
process of merging with Idea,
expects the process to be
completed by June, possibly
making the latest results the
last on standalone basis.

Vodafone Group CEO Vit-
torio Colao said at aweb con-
ference thatboth the compa-
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nies have already starting
branding exercise for the new
entity.

Vodafone India continues
to face tariff war heat and
reported 18.7 per cent decline
inorganicservice revenue to
around Rs 35,045 crore in
2017-18 comparedto Rs 42,927
crore service revenue regis-
tered in the preceding fiscal.

“Intense competition is
euphemism. There was 86 per
cent decline in data price on
year-on-year basis. Good news
isthat we have got 10 million
customer in last quarter but
there is a price to be paid for
this success,” Colao said.

Data traffic on network of
Vodafone Indiaincreased four

vodafone

fold but the company could
not reap financial benefits
because of sharp decline in
data prices.

The reduction in mobile
termination rates added to

the woes of the company.
“Losses continued in India
as service revenue declined
18.7 per cent as a result of
intense price competition from
the new entrant, aggressive

competitor responses and a
significantreductionin MTRs
(mobile termination rates),”
Vodafone said.

It added that the impact
of lower revenues was par-
tially offset by significant
actionstolower our operating
cost base, as well as the ben-
efit of a provision release in
the fourth quarter following
positive legal judgements.

The net debt of Vodafone
Indiastood at 58,119 crore or
7.7 billion euro at the end of
the period, down from Rs
64,014 crore (8.7billion euro)
at the end of the prior finan-
cial year due to the positive
translation impact of closing
foreign exchange rates onthe

debtbalance of1.2billion euro
and proceeds of Rs 3,850 crore
from the sale of Vodafone
India’s standalone towers to
American Tower Corporation.

“Following the completion
of Idea’s equity raising in
February 2018, under the
termsofthe mergeragreement
with Idea the Group intends
to inject up to 1 billion euro
(around Rs 7,500 crore) of
incremental equityinto India,
net of the proceeds of the sale
ofastakeinthejoint venture
to the Aditya Birla Group
(ABG), prior to completion,”
Vodafone said.

Vodafone Group did not
include Indiabusinessin their
financial performance.

for second time in two
days after Karnataka polls

Petrol price in the national capital touched Rs 74.95
per litre on Tuesday, a fresh high, since it hit Rs 76.06 a
litre in September 2013.Prices rose for a second day in a
row after Indian Oil Corp (IOC) resumed the dynamic
pricing system on Monday after a 19-day halt.

In the other metropolitan cities of Kolkata, Mumbai
and Chennai also, petrol prices were at fresh multi-year
high levels of Rs 77.65, Rs 82.79 and Rs 77.77 a litre re-
spectively, data from the IOC website showed.

The previous high in these cities was Rs 78.03 (Kol-
kata, August 2014), Rs 83.62 (Mumbai, September 2013)
and Rs 79.55 (Chennai, September 2013) respectively.

Prices of diesel, which have been touching record lev-
els, rose to a new high in all the metropolitan cities on
Tuesday. It was sold at Rs 66.36, Rs 68.90, Rs 70.66 and
Rs 70.02 per litre in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai.
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OUR SPINNERS CAN TROUBLE INDIA:
AFGHANISTAN SKIPPER ASGHAR STANIKZAI

New Delhi: Afghanistan captain
Asghar Stanikzaibelieves the ‘world-
class’ spinners in his team will pose
a serious challenge to the much-
vaunted Indianbattingline-upinthe
historic one-off Test in Bengaluru
from June 14.

Afghanistan will make their much
awaited Test debut at the Chinnas-
wamy Stadium and Stankizai said
theaimisto giveagood fight to India,
whowillbe without their regular skip-
per Virat Kohli.

“With or without Kohli, India are
atopteamand even stronger athome.
Kohliisaverybig player and we would
have enjoyed playing against him,”
Stanikzai told PTI.

“Irrespective of who is playing,
everyone knows how tough it is to
face India in India. It will be a great
learning experience but we are sure-
ly not overawed by the challenge. We
willbe playing to win. We have world-
class spinners in our team and they
can trouble India.”

Afghanistan are currently train-
ing in Greater Noida but would be
travelling to Dehradunlater this week
ahead of the three-match T20 series

against Bangladesh early next month.

While coach Phil Simmons has
stressed on making his team men-
tally and physically ready for the five-
day challenge, Stanikzai feels adjust-
ing to the Test mode from four-day
cricket will not be much of an issue.

“Wewouldliketolearn from their
playersand theycanlearn fromours.
Yes we are playing our first Test but
weare goinginto the game with enough
first-class experience.

“Weplay about 10 four-day games
inayear and have won the ICC Inter-

continental Cup twice. Tests will be
different obviously but I would not
say that there is a huge difference,”
said the veteran of 86 ODIs and 51
T20s.

Theteam’s key players -- spinners
Rashid Khan and Mujeeb Zadran,
and all-rounder Mohammad Nabi
-- are currently playing in the IPL.
Rashid especially has evolved into a
top-qualityleg-spinner and a few oth-
ers including Mujeeb, Zahir Khan
and Qais Ahmed too are improving
rapidly.

“Spin is our strength, there is no
doubt about that. We have pacers too,
Dawlat and Shapoor Zadran, who can
bowl at 140kmph plus speeds. So we
have the resources.”

Any specific reason why Afghan-
istan producing spinners at a rapid
rate?

“Our spinners are doing well so
that is why most people are talking
about them. The wickets in Afghani-
stan are similar to what you see in
India, more helpful to the spinners.
That could be one reason. Because of
that factor, ourbatsmen also play spin
well,” said Stanikzai.

Heseestheupcoming Afghan T20
league in Sharjah further fast-track-
ing the growth of the game in the
country.

“What we would have achieved in
10years, with the league we could do
that within the next three years. Our
players will get to rub shoulders with
the best in the business. The main
thing in international cricket is ab-
sorbing pressure and they will get to
learn that by playing alongside top
foreign players,” the 30-year-old
added.

Shashank Manohar wins second term as
International Cricket Gouncil chairman

Shashank '”’ IL L
Manohar, former
BCCl president,
hasbeenre-elect-

edtoserve asthe F
independent I‘ ‘
chairman of the A

International

Cricket Council

(ICC) for second

term. He was the I c c
sole nominee put 4
forwardbytheICC

Board.

Manohar,who
became the first ’/‘ 1~
independent ICC
chairman in 2016, will continue for a second
two-year term following his unopposed elec-
tion. Under Manohar, the ICC introduced a
revised governance structure, including the
appointment of the ICC’s first independent
female director Indra Nooyi.

Manohar also played a key role in bring-
ing in place a reformed constitution that
ended the ‘Big Three’ model. The previous
model guaranteed India, England and Aus-
tralia the lion’s share of ICC’s revenue and
more power in governance.

After getting re-elected, Manohar said:
“Itis an honour to be re-elected as the chair-

!{

tain that.”

uice
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man of the International Cricket Council and
I'would like to thank my fellow ICC Directors
for their continued support. Together we have
made big strides over the last two years, ful-
filling promises I made to the sport when I
was appointed in 2016.

“Over the next two years we can look
forward tolaunching a global strategy for the
sportin partnership with our Members sowe
can grow the game and ensure more of the
world can enjoy cricket. The sport is in good
health but we are the guardians of the game
and we must continue to work hard to main-

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

BACKS KINGS XIPUNJAB

BATSMEN TO COME GOOD
AT ‘BIG MOMENTS’

R Ashwin is hopeful that the likes of Aaron Finch,
Karun Nair and Mayank Agarwal will find form as Kings
XIPunjablooktowin their remaining two matches against
defending champions MumbaiIndians and Chennai Super
Kings to qualify for IPL 2018 play-offs. Ashwin said that
‘good players come good at big moments’, something he
experienced during his time with CSK.

“The best thing is to forget the 12 games. I've been in
ateam like CSK where we used to do this all the time. We
had batsmen who found the going tough throughout the
tournament but went on to score a 90-odd in the final.
That’s how it goes,” Ashwin said after Kings XI Punjab’s
lossto Royal Challengers Bangalore at the Holkar Stadium
here on Monday.

Leaving openers KL Rahul and Chris Gayle, no other
KXIP batsman has shown stomach for a fight and this has
been one of the major factors why they have lost five of
their last six games.

Against RCB, Rahul and Gayle put on a 36-run stand
but their departureled toa collapse as KXIP were knocked
over for 88, their lowest total this season. Except Finch,
Nair, Agarwal and Marcus Stoinis couldn’t even cross the
double figures. Virat Kohli’s side eventually won the match
by 10 wickets.

While Ashwin accepted his team’s frailties, he said
there is no reason why KXIP can’t make a comeback.

“Ithink we were very poor. It was a day when nothing
clicked for us. But that happens,” said Ashwin.

“To be honest, we haven’t been one of the top cham-
pion sides in IPL. We actually punched way above our
weight in the first half of the competition (this year). But
things haven’t gone our way in the last few games. To be
precise, I didn’t expect this. But I think it’s time for every-
one to step up. We have lost three in a row. Mumbai is a
place wherethere’salot of bounce and generally the foreign
batsmen love it. So I'm confident we will bounce back.

“We are desperate. Any team can be dangerous they
are desperate,” he added.

Asked about Mujeeb Ur Rahman, who missed the game
against RCB after being hit on his bowling hand in the
match against Kolkata Knight Riders, Ashwin said: “His
injury is quite serious. We will assess his fitness before
the next match.”

IPL 2018: Mumbai Indians in do-or-die clash with Kings XI Punjab

Mumbai: So competitive
hastheIndian Premier League
been this season that teams
have struggled for consis-
tency. There’sbeen nomargin
forerror. The smallest chinks
have proved costly. Mumbai
Indians and Kings XI Punjab
have learnt this lesson the
hard way.

The late surge Mumbai
Indians are famous for has
eluded themthistime. Asthey
face Kings XI Punjab on
Wednesday in their penulti-
mate game, MI’s chances of
progressing to the playoffs
hang by a thread.

Kings XTI have a two-point
advantage, butare also fight-
ingtostayaliveinthetourna-
ment. They have lost the
early momentum and are in
a freefall.

With two rounds to go,
MI are on 10 points after 12
games while Kings XI have

12 from 12.

NOMARGINFORERROR

A defeat on Wednesday
willsignal the end of Mumbai’s
campaign. Their precarious
situation is owing to the four
defeats suffered in their first
five games -- all last-over
losses.

It’s been the reverse for
their opponents. Kings XI
Punjab started brightly, but
a poor show by the middle-
order has seen the team
stumbleto five defeats in their
last six games.

MI'S2014 INSPIRATION

Even if MI win their re-
maining fixtures, they can at
best finish with 14 points. The
problemis, as of Tuesday eve-
ning, there were five teams
who can finish with 14 points.

MI will take heart from
thefactthatthetally has suf-
ficed in 2014, helping them
to make the playoffs. How-

R,

ever, all other results have to
go their way.

Sunrises Hyderabad and
Chennai Super Kings have
already booked their playoff
spots. The other two spots
areup for grabs, but there are
five teams in the fray. Apart
from MI and Kings XI, Kol-
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kata Knight Riders, Rajasthan
Royalsand Royal Challengers
Bangaloretoo arein with the
chance.

MIfind themselvesin this
situation duetoalack of punch
towardstheend of theinnings.
Kings XI's Achillesheelis their
middle order, and rivals have

capitalised.
Thelast game on Sunday
was another example of MI’s
finishing woes. An excellent
start (87 for no loss) from
Suryakumar Yadavand Even
Lewis was frittered away.
Afteraroaringstarttothe
tournament, Kings XI have

lost momentum. After shoot-
ing themselves in the foot
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore on Monday, suc-
cumbing to 88 all out in 15.1
overs, Kings XThavelittletime
to regroup.

KINGS’ BEST CHANCE

On current form, among
theirlasttwo opponents, Kings
XTI’s best chance is against
MI. Intheirfinal round, Kings
XTareupagainsthotfavourites
Chennai Super Kings, while
MI have a relatively easier
game against bottom-placed
Delhi Daredevils.

Thelasttimethetwoteams
played, they dished out a
thriller. With 31 needed off
16 balls, Krunal Pandya (31
off 12 balls) played a blinder
to take the game away from
Kings XI as MI won by six
wickets.With everything rid-
ing on the game, another
cracker is on the cards.

Delhi High Court asked to make decision
on Sreesanth’s IPL spot-fixing case

The Supreme Court today asked the
Delhi High Court to decide by July end
the appeal challenging a trial court or-
der discharging several cricketers, in-
cluding S Sreesanth, in the sensational
IPL spot-fixing case.

Sreesanth, who has been awarded
life ban by the Board of Control for
Cricketin India (BCCI), has filed an ap-
peal in the apex court challenging the
Kerala High Court decision upholding
the ban on him.

Abench headed by Chief Justice Dipak
Misra said it understood the “anxiety”
ofthe cricketer to play cricket but would
like to wait for the high court’s decision

ontheappeal of Delhi Police challenging
the trial court order discharging the
cricketers and others in the IPL spot-
fixing case.

Sreesanth has sought an interim
direction that he should be allowed to
play the English County cricket in the
view of the factthathe has already been
discharged in the IPL spot-fixing case
and has been suffering the ban for the
past four years.

The Delhi Police had arrested In-
dian paceman Sreesanth and other two
cricketers Ajit Chandila and Ankeet
Chavan on charges of spot fixing during
IPLin 2013.

Asingle-judge bench of Kerala High
Court had on August 7 last year lifted
the life-ban imposed on 34-year-old
Sreesanth by the BCCI and set aside all
proceedings against him initiated by
the board.A division bench of the high
court had later restored the ban on a
petition filed by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) against the
single-judge bench’s order.

Allthe 36 accused in the spot-fixing
case, including Sreesanth, Chavan and
Chandila, werelet offby a Patiala House
court in July, 2015.The BCCI, however,
had refused to alter its disciplinary de-
cision even after the verdict.

BANGLADESH BURY HATCHET WITH EX-COACH
GORDON GREENIDGE AFTER 19 YEARS

Daka: Bangladesh have
finallyburied the hatchet with
West Indies batting great
Gordon Greenidge -- nearly
two decades after unceremo-
niously sacking him as head
coachinthemiddle ofthe1999
World Cup.

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board hosted a reception for
Greenidge late Monday in
Dhaka, reuniting the coach
with his former players and
the executives who dumped
him.

Greenidgeled Bangladesh
tothe ICCTrophytitlein Ma-
laysiain1997,and alsosteered
the cricket minnows to their
first World Cup.

Hewasawarded honorary
citizenship of Bangladesh in

recognition of his achieve-
ments.

But his relationship with
cricket officials soured after
he opposed Bangladesh’s bid
for Test status, a move he
considered premature.

Greenidge, whowassacked
as Bangladesh prepared to
play Pakistanin a World Cup
fixture in England in 1999,
had returned to Bangladesh
justoncesince his sudden exit
-- until Monday’s function.

“The parting was disap-
pointing. I would have liked
tospend more time with Ban-
gladesh cricket, but it wasn’t
tobe.Thavenoills. Butthese
things happen,” Greenidge
told reportersat thereception.

Members of the squad he

steered to victory in the ICC
Trophy swapped stories with
theirold coach at the function.
Greenidge said he hoped the
frostiness wasresigned tothe
past.

“Icherishallmymemories
herein Bangladesh. Nowthat
wehave met again, I sincere-
lyhopethat we canrenewthat
relationship, and continue
where we left off,” he said.

In a goodwill gesture,
Bangladesh cricket officials
donated 500,000 taka to a
school Greenidge founded in
hisnative Barbados. Greenidge
played 108 Tests and 113 one
day internationals and was
known as one of the most
destructive batsmen of his
time.

UMESH YADAV'S INCLUSION
IN ENGLAND TOUR ‘MUCH-
DESERVED’: PARTHIV PATEL

Indore: Royal Challengers Bangalore wicket-keeper
batsman Parthiv Patel feels that Umesh Yadav’s selection
to India’s limited-overs squads for their upcoming tour of
England is a good one, given how the 30-year-old fast
bowler has performed in the ongoing 11th edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL).

“He (Umesh) isbowling brilliantly. He was India’s best
bowlerin theirlasthome season. And thisIPL, hehasbeen
magnificent and has been rewarded with a place in the
ODI and T20Isquads for England tour. It’s a well-deserved
selection. He is thinking right and is executing his plans
to perfection,” said Parthiv after Royal Challengers Ban-
galore’s 10-wicket win over Kings XI Punjab at the Holkar
Stadium here on Monday.

Afired-up Umesh got the better of KL Rahul and Chris
Gayle with short deliveries and the rest of KXIP’s batting
line-up couldn’t punch above its weight as the hosts were
bowled out for 88 in 15.1 overs. Umesh also took the wick-
et of Andrew Tye to finish with figures of 3/23. Overall, he
has taken 17 wickets from 12 games in IPL 2018.

While his omission from India’s limited-overs series
against Sri Lanka in December 2017 and South Africa
earlier thisyear wasbaffling, it seems Umesh’s showin the
cash-rich league has brought him back into the thick of
things, as far as India’s ODI set-up is concerned and with
the World Cup just a year away, his experience would be a
boon for Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jasprit Bumrah, Shardul
Thakur and Siddarth Kaul.

After Umesh’s brilliance, RCB openers Parthiv and
skipper Virat Kohli hit some sizzling shots as the visitors
won the game with 11.5 oversremaining which in turn also
boosted their Net Run Rate (-0.261 to 0.218). They now
need to win their remaining two matches and hope that
Rajasthan Royals, Kolkata Knight Riders and KXIP don’t
win more than one match.

“This tournament is all about momentum. A couple of
wins and you are back on track. Say two games before, we
(RCB) weren'tin a good shape but we have fought hard and
I'm confident we’lldowellin the rest of our games,” Parthiv
expressed.Asked about his own batting form, Parthiv, who
has scored 119 runs in four games including a half-centu-
ry, said: “I feel that I'm in a good space. I have stuck to my
natural game. Every time I have tried to slog in the past,
T've gotten out.
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