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Centre agrees to accord in principle
National Highway status to Mughal Road

Mehbooba stresses on taking Vailoo, Sughmahadev tunnels, Mughal Road, other projects as national priority
Gadkari directs fast tracking of JK's mega connectivity projects
On CM's suggestion, Union Minister directs engagement of Iocal youth in skill training, material supplies

New Delhi, May 02: The Centre
has agreed in principle to accord Na-
tional Highway status to Mughal Road
connecting Jammu and Kashmir
provinces through Pir Panchalregion.
The Centre has also decided to put
the construction of Vailoo-Singhpo-
raand Chenani-Sudhmahadevtunnels
onthefasttrackmodeto expedite the
start of work.

These decisions were taken in a
marathon meeting of officers held
here today with Union Minister for
Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH),
Nitin Gadkari and Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Mufti jointly in chair.

Minister for Public Works & Cul-
ture, Naeem Akhtar was also present
in the meeting.

The meeting was informed that
the process for formulation of project
reports for these projects has already
been started and the consultancy
reporthasbeenreceived by the Union
Government and with the melting of
snow on these roads further action
would be initiated.
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Terming connectivity critical in
bridging the mental divide between
the people of Kashmirand rest of the
country, the Chief Minister stressed
on taking these tunnel projects in
mission mode as a national priority.

The ChiefMinister also raised the
fast tracking of Baramulla-Gulmarg-
Loran road which was founded in
2015. The road would provide alter-
natate connectivity to Gulmarg via
Poonch thus ensuring more inter
regional connectivity and giving the

tourist inflow a push as well.

The Union Minister directed the
concerned agencies to uselatest tech-
nologies and soil stabilising methods
to get ahead on the construction so
that the project is completed at the
earliest.

Mehbooba Mufti also took up the
issue of 80 kilometre long Doda-
Dessa-Kapranroad connecting Doda
district with Anantnag. The Union
Minister directed completion of all
formalities on the project including

forest clearances forits quick consid-
eration.

The Chief Minister alsoraised the
issue of widening of Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway and the bottlenecks
coming in the way on the Ramban-
Banihal stretch. She stressed on at-
taching national importance to the
project asitis the only Highway con-
necting Kashmir Valley with rest of
the country.

The Union Minister assured the
Chief Minister that he would himself
review the status of all these con-
nectivity projects soon with all the
concerned agencies. He also directed
constitution of an expert team which
would visit the Jawahar tunnel and
inspectthe repairs tobe done as sug-
gested by the Chief Minister.

Inasignificantdecisioninvolving
local youth, Mr. Gadkari on the per-
sistent demand of Mehbooba Mufti,
directed training of 3000-4000local
youth in tunneling, highway construc-

tion, earth cutting and stabilisation
» SeeRoad...Pg02

Stone Pelting on School
Bus angers Kashmir, two
~minors |njured

Srinagar, May 02: Outrage, anger, disgust
was witnessed on Wednesday as news of school
bus pelted with stones in Zavoora area of
south Kashmir’s Shopian district came into
light causing injuries to two minor students
among them one with head injury was shift-
ed to Srinagar for specialized care.

Given details of the incident Jammu and
Kashmir Police Chief, Shesh Paul Vaid tweet-

ed “miscreants pelted stones on school bus
of Rainbow School Shopian resulted in inju-
ries to 2nd class student Rehan. He has been
shifted to SKIMS for treatment with head
injury. Complete madness how stone pelters
are targeting young school children. These
criminals will face the law.”

Expressing shock and anguish over
» SeeStone...Pg02

COALITION GOVT
CONFINED TO SECRETARIAT
ONLY: VIKAR RASOOL

Addresses gathering at Senabati Paristan

Banihal, May 02: Describing PDP-BJP coalition gov-
ernment as complete failure, former ministerand member
legislative assembly (MLA) from Banihal Vikar Rasool
wani said that present PDP BJP regime has failed to ad-
dress issues confronting people and has created the envi-
ronment chaos and confusion among the people of the
state.

MLA Banihal Vikar Rasool Wani along with the sec-
retary Pradesh Congress Committee Imtiyaz Ahmed
Khandayand other seniorleaders including Farooqg Ahmed
Katoch, Haji Mohd Yousuf and others was addressing huge
public rally at Senabati Paristan here today, where

» SeeCoalition...Pg 02

Introspection of stakeholders a prelude
to dialogue, trust building: O P Shah

On return from Pakistan Shah engages with top separatists, mainstream leaders in Srinagar

Srinagar, May 02: Noted
political analyst and track IT
diplomat O P Shah on his re-
turn from Pakistan air dashed
toSrinagarand held extensive
meetings with top separatist
leaders including Syed Ali
Shah Geelani the Hurriyat
Conference (G) Chairman,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq the
Hurriyat Conference (M)
chairman, Muslim Conference
chairman Prof Abdul Gani
Bhatand veteran mainstream
leaders Dr Farooq Abdullah

and M Y Tarigami to know
their response on the desire
of Pakcivil society for dialogue
over Kashmirand good neigh-
bor relations between India
and Pakistan.

Talking to Kashmir News
Service (KNS), O P Shah said
“all stakeholders have to in-
trospect themselvesto create
a conducive atmosphere for
dialogue over Kashmirasthis
ismy beliefafter knowing the
views of top political leaders
and civil society in Pakistan
including former foreign min-
ister Khursheed Kasoori,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
chairman Imran Khan, an-
other former foreign minister
Shah Mohammad Qureshi,

some sitting and retired
judges of Pakistan and senior
journalists of that country.”
He said people of all shades
in Pakistan with whom I held
several meetings showed their
deep interest in establishing
friendly relations with India
and resolution of all issues
concerning peace and stabil-
ity through dialogue.
Replying to a question O
P Shah said “both national

and local media have to
» SeeShah...Pg02

TEENAGED YOUTH DEAD, 10
INJURED DURING CLASHES
AMID GUNFIGHT IN SHOPIAN

Srinagar, May 2: A teenaged youth was killed and ten
others, half of them suffered bullet wounds, in forces ac-
tion during clashes following a gunfight in Terkiwangam
area of Shopian in south Kashmir on Wednesday.

Official sources told GNS that ajoint team of army and
SOG cordoned off Terkiwangam village following spe-
cific information about the presence of some militants in
the area.

As the joint team of forces approached the suspected
spotamid firing some warning shots, the militants, hiding
in the area, opened fire, triggering off a gunfight.

A police officer told GNS that the contact has been
established with a group of militants.

"The operation is going on in the area," he said.

» SeeTeenaged....Pg 02

Muslims in Jammu reeling under
insecurity, says MLA Langate

Srinagar, May 02: Condemning the brutal
murder of Liyaqgat Ali, an eleventh class stu-
dent in Bilawar Kathua by goons, MLA Lan-
gate Sheikh Abdul Rasheed has warned gov-
ernment of dire consequences for its failure
to protect the minority communityin Jammu.

In a statement to KNB, Er Rasheed said
that Govt. has proved to be a failure on all
fronts and the unwanted provoking statement
of Deputy Chief Minister Kavinder Gupta and
a negative campaign by a section of Indian
Mediatogivedirect supportto Kathuaaccused
culprits has emboldened fringe and com-
munal elements to do damn things of their
choice.

Er Rasheed said, “The free hand given to
goons has rendered Jammu Muslims in

» SeeMLA..Pg02

SECURITY PLAN FOR
AMARNATH YATRA BEING
IMPLEMENTED: IGP

Jammu: Security agencies have started implementing

BJP High command says no
trouble within party in JK

‘Equal representationgiven to everyone, Poor performance of ministerswon't
be tolerated’: Avinash Rai Khana

a plan chalked out in a recent meeting with the Jammu
and Kashmir governor for the safety of pilgrims and suc-
cessoftheupcoming 60-daylong Amarnath Yatra, a senior
police official said Wednesday.

Governor N N Vohra on Monday had reviewed the
security plan for the yatra in a meeting that was attended
by Director General of Police S P Vaid and Chief Secretary
B B Vyas.

The annual yatra to the Himalayan shrine in south
Kashmir will start on June 28 and it would be longer by

Srinagar, May 02: The Bhartiya Janta
Party high command while rejecting any
trouble within the BJP unit in Jammu and
Kashmir, Wednesday cautioned the recently
made ministers that their performance will
be reviewed and decision will be taken ac-
cordingly in the future.

The BJP on Monday did a major reshuffle
of its ministers when five new faces were in-
ducted into the cabinet.

20 days this year. It will end on Raksha Bandhan.

» SeeSecurity...Pg02

The BJP’s decision to revamp the minis-
terial team came after adverse reports by
local RSS and BJP leaders that, in Jammu, »

the party is seen to have completely

See BJP....Pg 02

ABDUL HAQ KHAN ALL SETTO
GET A LEAD ROLE IN THE
ORGANISATION: MADNI

SRINAGAR 02 MAY: Describing Abdul Haq Khan as
an asset and party’s devoted leader Peoples Democratic
Party wants to benefit from his influence and experi-
ences in the party , PDP Vice President Mohammad Sar-
taj Madni said that Haq has served the state ably as a
legislator and minister and in his capacity as cabinet col-
league of Party patron Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and
party president Mehbooba Mufti, he raised the governance
standards very high through his administrative capabil-
ity, political vision and commitment for public. He said
his contribution is valued by the party cadre and people

at large and he is all set to get a lead role, befitting his
» SeeMadni....Pg 02
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NC committed to upholding the rights
and dignity of people: Sagar

Gulrez Mushtaq joins National Conference

Srinagar, May 02: Na-
tional Conference General
Secretary Haji AliMuhammad
Sagaron Wednesday said the
party was committed to up-
holding the rights and dig-
nity of the people and would
continue to fight for the in-
terests of the State. Welcom-
ing social and political activ-
ist, Gulrez Mushtaq into
National Conference at a
function organized at Party
Headquarters, ‘Nawa-e-Sub-

hba’in Srinagar, the NC Gen-
eral Secretarysaid the current
political dispensation at the
helm of affairs posed numer-
ous challenges to the State’s
unity, integrity and political
identity.

Gulrez Mushtaq, who is
thegrandson of renowned Sufi
figurefrom Kashmir Late Ahad
Bab Sahib, joined National
Conference on this occasion
and pledged to work towards
strengthening the partyat the

grassrootslevel. Gulrez Muh-
staq hasan MBA from Cardiff
Metropolitan University and
has worked in London and

Dubai before returning to
Kashmir.

Speakingon the occasion,
the NC General Secretarysaid
the party was open to young-
sterswhowanted to serve the
people of the State and would
empower them to fight the
myriad challenges the State
is faced with. “As more and
more dedicated, well-mean-
ing and competent young
faces continue to join the

» SeeSagar...Pg02

World Press Freedom Day:

J&K GOVERNMENT LIFTS BANON

CARRYING GADGETS TO OFFICIAL
FUNCTIONS FOR JOURNALISTS

» Bilal Bashir Bhat

Srinagar, May 02: Ahead of World Press Freedom Day
being observed on 3 May, the Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment on Wednesday revoked ban on carrying gadgets
to official functions for media.

According to the Joint Director Information and Pub-
lic Relation Sajid Yehya Naqash, vide order No: 151-53/2018,
dated 02-05-2018 which lies with Kashmir News Bureau
(KNB): “various representations from media fraternity

were pouring in for seeking redressal of problems of
» SeeBan...Pg02
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STATE

GOVERNMENT AWARE ABOUT PROBLEMS OF PEOPLE: KOHLI

RAJOURI, MAY 2: Minister
for Animal, Sheep Husbandryand
Fisheries Abdul Gani Kohlitoday
said that the Government is fully
aware of the problems of the peo-
ple,andistakingvariousinitiatives
in this regard to mitigating them.

The Minister expressed these
views after inaugurating a bore
well at Kallar and laying the foun-
dation stone of filtration plant at
Agrati, Kalakote in Rajouri.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said that the present
Government is fully aware of the
problems of the people. He said
several initiatives have been tak-

entoimprove theliving standard
of the people.

The Minister said every pos-
sibleeffortisbeing madetoprovide
better basic amenities including
adequate safe drinking water fa-
cilities to the people of the State,
especially living in rural and far-
flung areas. He further said that
thereisadire needtotap ground-
water facilities to fulfil the drink-
ing water requirement of the
people where water resources are
not available.

The Minister was informed
that the inaugurated bore well is
drilled by PHE Ground Water Di-

vision at an esti-
mated cost of Rs
24 lakh and will
benefit as many
as600soulsofthe
% local populace.
Likewise, the fil-
. tration plant of
water  supply
scheme Agrati
willbe construct-
ed at an estimat-
edcostRs.1.67cr
under centrally
sponsoredscheme
NRDWP. The
. plantwillhavethe

capacity of 10000 gallons per hour
and will benefit over 1500 souls
of the area.

The Minister directed the con-
cerned executive agency tocomplete
theworkin a time bound manner
so that the people are provided
drinking water without facing
inconvenience. He said PHE
department has already been in-
structed to conduct asurvey of the
Constituency and identify the
habitations that have not been
provided drinking water facilities
so far.

The Minister stressed for using
the water judiciously. He said suf-

ficient fundshave been earmarked
under PHE sector for the develop-
ment and upgradation of PHE
infrastructure in Kalakote con-
stituency for the current fiscal.

He directed the employees to
work with extra zeal and dedica-
tion to maintain the essential
services to the people.

The people ofthe areathanked
the Minister for the initiative and
for fulfilling thelong pending pub-
lic demand.

Senior officers of district ad-
ministration including PHE de-
partment were present on the
occasion.

Continue from Front Page.......cicrererararararararararararrresssasasasases

ROAD

works etc. by concerned project executing agencies so that
subsequently they are engaged in similar projects.

On the suggestion of the Chief Minister, the Union Min-
isteralso directed the project executing agencies to associate
local youth in the material supplies and other ancilliary works
so that the socio economic development of the catchment
areas is also taken care of.

It may be recalled here that projects worth Rs. 60, 000
croreininfrastructureincluding highways, tunnels and roads
are under execution in the State currently.

The Chief Minister also sought construction of grade
separators and flyovers on the National Highway where it
touches majortownslike Kathua, Samba, Jammu, Awantipore,
Bijbehara and Srinagar to check the frequent traffic jams
besides construction of a Bye Pass at Anantnag on the Do-
nipawa-Ashajipora road stretch.

The meeting was also informed of complete and satisfac-
tory utilisation of Rs. 332 crore under Central Road Fund by
the State Government.

The meeting was also informed that the inception report
of the water transport in the Jhelum river has been com-
pleted and the Detailed Project Report in this regard would
comein next month. The Chief Minister, it may be mentioned
here, had sought revival of water transport across the Jhelum
river to provide an alternate transportantion mode and en-
hance the tourist attraction of the place.

Secretary, MoRTH, Udhveer Singh; Secretary, Ministry
of Water Resources, V P Singh; Principal Resident Commis-
sioner, R K Gupta; Commissioner, Indus Commission, P K
Saxena; Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, Rohit Kansal;
Secretary, PHE, Irrigation & Flood Control, Sanjeev Verma
and other senior officers from J&K Government and Central
Government were present on the occasion.

SCHOOL

the incident, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti wrote on
Twitter “Shocked & angered to hear of the attack on a school
bus in Shopian. The perpetrators of this senseless & cow-
ardly act will be brought to justice.”

Hurriyat (G) chairman Syed Ali Geelani on Wednesday
expressed his dismay over stone throwing incident in Shop-
ian, wherein a school bus carrying children was targeted by
some unscrupulous elements.

Termingtheincident asinhuman, the father of the injured
minor student said that “my son has been injured in stone
pelting, thisisagainst humanity. This could have been anyone's
child.”

Former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, while reacting to
theincident said, “The amnesty granted to stone-pelters was
meant to encourage more reasonable behavior but some of
these goons are determined to use the opportunity given to
them to just pelt more stones.”

While referring to attack on school bus in Shopian MLA
Langate Sheikh Abdul Rashid appealed students to make
education their priority and restrain from targeting their own
colleagues.

Nisar Ahmad, a youth stated - “This is new low and no
ideology can be used or should be used to defend the heinous
act of pelting stones on school bus. The culprits should be
handed exemplary punishment so that nobody dares to do
such inhuman act. One cannot imagine the foolish, cow-
ardly mentality behind such disgraceful act. We need to in-
trospect where we are heading as a society. We need to raise
our voice against such acts.”

From left, right to center everyone condemned this ghast-
ly approach. Ruling party PDP Youth leader Tahir Syeed,
while reacting to the episode stated —“Latest: Cowards aim-
ing to get political justice to Kashmiris, target a school bus,
grievously injuring two minor students. Another reminder
to those-- sympathizing with these "street revolutionaries"
& justify their every criminal act!

COALITION

thousands of locals from adjoining areas gave warm re-
ception to their local MLA on his extensive visit of the area.

Locals hail and appreciate the efforts of Vikar Rasool
Wani for bringing the backward back ward corners of Sena-
bati Paristan on developmental map and also appreciate his
concern for projecting Senabati for up-gradation to the level
of Higher Secondary School, which was the long pending
demand of area.

While addressing large gathering Vikar Rasool Wani said
that Congress is committed to resolve the issues confronting
people and to fight against discrimination.

Taking stock of the overall socio-political situation emerg-
ing due to “misrule” by PDP BJP Coalition government Con-
gress MLA from Banihal Vikar Rasool Wani expressed deep
concern over the multiple issues confronting people, like war
like situation in Kashmir valley and communalizing the
Kathua rape and murder case by BJP, he added that present
government has created environment of fair and lawlessness
in the state and irresponsible statements of people running
the affairs has creating the feeling of helplessness among the
people.

He said that the Modi led government at the centre has
failed to fulfill a single commitment with the people and has
brought miseries for the common man due to unprecedented
price hike in the country. He described the coalition govern-
ment as total failure on all fronts and causing unrest and

® 00 ©

untold miseries to each and every section of the society due
to its wrong policies and assured the people that Congress
would continue to play its role of a responsible and vibrant
opposition to highlight the failures of the government and
make it accountable to the people of the state.

Earlier Senior Congress Leader Imtiyaz Ahmed Khanday
lashed out at the PDP-BJP government in the state for its
failure on all fronts and vitiating the atmosphere of peace
and harmony in the state due to their wrong policies. He said
that two power hungry forcesin the state (PDP & BJP) having
nothing common in theirideology, have joined hands for the
sake of power leaving aside all important commitments with
the people. He said both Centre and State Government make
certain issues to divert the attention of general public from
their failures but people are not fool, they will teach them
lesson at appropriate time.

Congress working District president Farooq Ahmed Ka-
toch said that PDP & BJP having nothing common in their
ideology, have joined hands for the sake of power leaving
asideallimportant commitments with the people of the state.

Various among others who spoke on the occasion includ-
ing Haji Mohd Yousuf senior Gujjar leader, Rtd SSP Sanaul-
lah Naik, Ishaq Khandy, Sakhi Mohd, Block president Congress
Committee Ukerhaal ParvaizAhmed Wani, Sarpanch Udham

. SHAH

act as a bridge for rebuilding trust and creating a condu-
cive atmosphere for meaningful dialogue over Kashmir.”

Admitting that some national TV channels and news
papers are portraying an unhealthy picture about the hap-
penings in Kashmir that damages the prospectus of peace
and working of democraticinstitutionsin the State, O P Shah
said the media has to show responsibility for portraying the
real picture of Kashmir to disallow any negative propaganda
on Kashmir situation.

Confirming thathe held extensive meetings with Syed Ali
Shah Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq who, he said, also
endorsed the view that dialogue is the only way forward but
they said the rigidity Government of India has been showing
in creating a conducive atmosphere for dialogue. Geelani, he
said, made a point that several rounds of dialogue on Kashmir
initiated by India and Pakistan didn’t bear fruits due to the
non seriousness and insensitivity shown by the Government
of India. He also confirmed his meetings with National Con-
ference president Dr Farooq Abdullah, NC Provincial presi-
dent Nasir Aslam Wani, senior PDP leaders Nizam-u-Din
Bhat and Dr Mehboob Beg and CPI(M) secretary M Y Tari-
gami. He favored increase in the intensity of people to people
contacts between the people of the divided parts of Jammu
and Kashmir and the people of India and Pakistan for peace
and regional stability in the Indian sub continent and hinted
the possibility of handing over a report on the feedback he
received in Pakistan and Kashmir to the incumbent Modi
Government in Delhi, as he said “though I am not in govern-
ment but will surely play a constructive role for bridging the
gaps between India and Pakistan and smoothening their
relations for restoring peace and stability in Indian sub con-

o TEENAGED

A large number of youth took to streets soon after the
news about the encounter spread and pelted rocks on the
forces.

The police and paramilitary CRPF used tear smoke shells,
pellet guns, and live ammunition. At least eleven youths suf-
fered injuries, six of them with bullet wounds. One of them,
a teenaged youth identified Umar Kumar (17) son of Abdul
Ahad Kumar of Pinjura Shopian, succumbed to injuries.

They were removed to a local hospital from where two of
them— Inayat Abbas Malla and Javid Bashir Sheikh were
referred to Srinagar for specialized treatment. However,
police said that only one person suffered bullet injuries and
identified as Inayat.

“In an ongoing encounter at Turkwangam Shopian one
civilian namely Inayat sustained an injuryin cross firing and
isbeingtreated atahospitalin Srinagar. Area under cordon,”

the police tweeted.
MLA

a feeling of absolute sense of insecurity. Govt. leaves no
stone unturned to prove majority community in Jammu and
Kashmir intolerant and radical but the fact of the matter is
that their blood has become cheap from Kathua to Baram-
ulla and Pulwama to Billawal and elsewhere. Voice of the
majority community goes unheard and their every genuine
demand is given communal color under a well-crafted plan
to strengthen the communal forces in Jammu”.

Er. Rasheed while appealing for maintaining communal
harmony in the entire state questioned Indian Media and
state Government that why did they turn a blind eye towards
the confession made by tourists hailing from other Indian
states that they received all sorts of cooperation from locals
in Kashmir when they came under stone Pelting at some
places In South Kashmir.

Er Rasheed said that party will carry out a protest march
towards Civil secretariat on 7th of May, on eve of opening of
Darbar in Srinagar, against sense of insecurity among Jam-
mu Muslims, use of disproportionate force against Kashmiris,
continuation of SRO-202, failure of Govt to fulfill genuine
demands of clerical staff, delay in release of salaries of SSA

teachers and flooded entry of beggars and slum dwellers in

ashmir valley. SECURITY

"Security agencies have already started implementing the
security plan chalked out at a recent meeting chaired by
Governor N N Vohra for the success of the yatra.

"Security forces are working together to deal with and
eliminate any threat posed to the pilgrimage," Inspector
General of Police (IGP), Jammu Province, S D Singh Jamwal,
said.

Over one lakh pilgrims, so far, have already registered
themselves for the yatra at centres across the country and
advance online booking of helicopter tickets for the pilgrim-
age will begin on April 27.

Efforts are being taken to make the yatra to the 3,880-me-
tre high holy cave shrine of Amarnath peaceful and without
any incidents, Jamwal said.

"The Amarnath yatra is a very big event, depicting our
culture, history and brotherhood... Elaborate plans have been
worked out to ensure a peaceful yatra and make it a best
experience for pilgrims,” the officer said.

The annual yatra, which is being managed by the Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board headed by the governor, is scheduled
to begin from two routes from June 28.

He said the pilgrimage ended peacefully without any
untoward incident in the Jammu region last year because of
tight security arrangements.

"Last year, not a single untoward incident was reported
from the Jammu province during the yatra due to stringent
security arrangements and we are sure that the pilgrimage
will pass off peacefully this year with the cooperation of the
people," Jamwal said.

Though no untoward incident was reported in the state's
Jammu region, a terror attack in south Kashmir on July 10
last year had left eight pilgrims dead and several others in-
jured. The mastermind of the attack, Abu Ismail, along with
his associates were killed in an encounter on September 14,
2017.

Last year, a bus with pilgrims on board skidded off the
road near Ramban along the Jammu-Srinagar national high-
way resulting in the deaths of 17 pilgrims.

"We are working round the clock. Elaborate arrangements
with regard to security and traffic management on the high-
way will bein place. Our attempt isto ensure a peaceful yatra
and we are confident that the it will be peacefully," he said.

Onintelligence inputs suggesting terrorists waiting across
the border, especially along the Line of Control (LoC) and
International Border (IB) in Jammu, Jamwal said Pakistan
is always out to promote disturbance in the state and the
country.

"They always tryto push terroristinto this side. There are
general inputs, but no specific information," he said.

However, the IGP said security forces along the border
havebeen put on alert and the surveillance, especially on the
highway linking border roads, stepped up to scuttle attempts
to push militants into this side.

Referring to the killing of four infiltrators in Sunderbani
in Rajouridistrictin March, he said the success was the result
of the anti-infiltration security grid and the cooperation of
the people.

"The yatra is starting next month and it will be followed
by Independence Day...We are keeping our focus on the cal-
endar and working out our plan accordingly to thwart any
attempt of sabotage, he said.

BJP

surrendered to the PDP, which is strong in Kashmir. The
partyhasalso faced backlash afterits two ministerstook part
in arally in support of those accused in the rape and murder
of an eight-year-old girl in Kathua.

BJP National Vice-President, and Kashmir Affairsincharge
Avinesh Rai Khanna, said that performance of newly in-
ducted ministers will be reviewed. “The ministers have to
perform better. Those who perform poorly will be dealt ac-
cordingly,” Khanna told KNS over phone from New Delhi.

Within hours after the Cabinet reshuffle, the BJP faced a
revolt as party legislator from the Chenani segment of Ud-
hampurdistrict, Dina Nath Bhagat, termed the state govern-
ment “anti-Dalit”, which was working against the neglected
and marginalised sections of society.

Another sulking legislator boycotted the legislature par-
ty meeting to protest the denial of ministerial berth to him.

“As far as our strength in the Assembly is concerned, we
deserve at least two Cabinet berths,” Bhagat has said.

However, Khanna said there was no resentment within
the BJP. “We are analyzing Bhagat’s statement. We gave equal
representation to everyone. There was no discrimination
neither the BJP believes in it,” he said.

Bhagat has said that instead of giving due representation
to the neglected and marginalised sections, the government
was rather gagging their voice.

“Monday’s reshuffle in the Council of Ministers has au-
thenticated our allegations that this regime is anti-Dalit,” he
has alleged and added that reserved category employees had
been demanding promotion in reservation but the govern-
ment had adopted a casual approach.

Meanwhile sources said that the ministers who join PDP-
BJP government’s cabinet were told that they were chosen
with great consideration.

Sources said that the party high command had received

the reports that BJP’s graph has gone down during three
years in the entire state as party Ministers and legislators
focused less on development works and addressing people’s
issues.

When Khana was asked by KNS that there were reports
that party Ministers had completely lost connection with the
masses, he said BJP won'’t allow such things to happen and
accordingly has conveyed clear cut instructions to all the
party Ministers to make all possible efforts to take the party
to new heights.

“Wewill review the working of party Ministers on regular
basis and that if any negative report would be received the
party will take stern action,” Khana warned.

Meanwhile according to reports the BJP high command
has set the process in motion for election of new State party
president in place of Sat Sharma, who was inducted as a

Cabinet Minister.
MADNI

stature and competence.

In a statement issued here Madni hinted at the party
president assigning Haq an importantjob in the organization
to help fill a void caused by preoccupation of most of the
senior colleagues in government and other key sectors. The
party feels that North Kashmir in particular and state unit
in general needs the services of a seasoned politician who
can spare his time and energy to steer the party successfully
out of challenges seen a head it bears mention that Haq has
cultivated a constituency much beyond Lolab and Kupwara
and isnow known for his standing in Paharibelts of the state.
Itiswidelybelieved in party circles that a prominent position
to him in the party can help consolidate further the base of
the party here and else where.

Madni said that Party leadership has always relied in his
potential and qualification as a valuable performer and ever-
since his joining PDP, he has lent tremendous push to the
party image. He is respected for integrity and honesty and it
is as law and Rural Development Minister that he changed
the face of rural areas by introducing a productive work
culture and innovative growth concepts. It was his doings
that state earned several awards for proper utilization of
funds in the rural sector.

He said that PDP has faced difficult times and Party lead-
ership is keen to get best out of its colleagues and the cadre
by appropriate placements that are dictated by the time and
urgencies. Keeping in view the role and relevance of PDP as
harbinger of peoples dignity and honour, the party President
will rely on popular faces to meet the larger objectives and
goals the party had set for itself at its outset, Madni added.
He said Abdul Haq Khanis seen as one of the most dedicated
PDP leaders who are respected by the people for their convic-
tion and he is likely to get a suitable responsibility to serve
the people’s cause along with other top party leaders. Party
president believes, heis atrouble shooter whose services will
boost the party image.

SAGAR

party, we are going to reach out to the youth and take them
on board to evolve solutions to the political, social and eco-
nomic problems the State is faced with. I welcome Gulrez
Mubhstaq to National Conference and wish him the best in
his endeavour to serve the people”, the NC General Secretary
said.

Speaking on the occasion, Gulrez Mushtaq reposed his
faithinthe party and said National Conference has a glorious
and valiant history of fighting for the rights and interests of
the people and it is this goal that he would nurture and con-
tribute towards.

NC Provincial President Nasir Aslam Wani, Party Lead-
ers Chaudhary Muhammad Ramzan, Muhammad Akbar
Lone, Muhammad Sayeed Akhoon, Qaiser Jamsheed Lone,
Javed Ahmed Dar, Salman Ali Sagar, Showkat Ahmed Mir,
Sardar Jagdish Singh Azad besides various leaders of the
party’s youth wing were also present on the occasion and
welcomed Gulrez Muhstaq to the party.

BAN

not allowing them to take phones/electronic gadgets etc
with them whenever they are needed to attend meetings /
government functions etc.

It has accordingly been found expedient that all the reg-
istered media houses/persons shall be allowed to carry their
phones or electronic gadgets to the venues where the meet-
ings/ government functions are likely to be convened expect
in case of any extraordinary situation that, for security and
other unavoidable reasons may not be admissible/ allowed,”
read the order issued by government.

Earlier, July last year, the journalists during special ses-
sion called on the GST implementation in the state were in-
formed by Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council and
Assembly not to carry cameras and mobile phones inside
forcing media-persons to boycott the proceedings. However,
the order was later revoked.

This important development to lift the ban on carrying
gadgets and accessories to government functions for media
men comes a day before World Press Day being observed
globally on May 03 to raise awareness of the importance of
freedom of the press and remind governments of their duty
to respect and uphold the right to freedom of expression
enshrined under Article 19 of the 1948 Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.
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Cabinet approves Restructuring of the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) -creation,
abolition & upgradation of posts of Joint Secretary-level and above

New Delhi, May 02: The Union Cab-
inet chaired by chaired by Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi has approved
the Restructuring of the Indian Bureau
of Mines (IBM) by upgradation, creation
and abolition of certain posts of Joint
Secretary-level and above. The total
cadrestrength of Indian Bureau of Mines
has been maintained at the existing
strength of 1477.

Therestructuring would help in en-
abling the IBM to effectively discharge
its function to help reform and transform
the regulation of the mineral sector. It
will enable the adoption of IT and space
technology by the IBM to improve its
effectivenessin mineral regulation and
development. Further, the posts entail
agreat deal of decision-making and ac-
countability in the functioning of the
organization.

Impact:

The proposal will create direct em-
ployment opportunities for technical
personnel with higher responsibility for
contribution in faster development of
mineral sector, thereby generating more
employment avenues in the sector as a
whole. The improved and enhanced
performance of IBM would benefit the
mining sector.

Details:

The upgradation, creation and abo-
lition of certain posts of Joint Secretary-
level in IBM consists of:

Creation of 1 post of Chief Controller
of Minesin Level 15 and 3 posts of Con-
troller of Mines in Level 14;

Upgradation of 11 postsi.e. 1 post of
Controller General from Level 15 to 16,
2posts each of Chief Controller of Mines
and Director (Ore-Dressing) from Lev-
el 14to 15 and upgradation of 8 posts (5
posts of Controller of Mines,  1each

of Chief Mineral Economist, Chief Ore-
Dressing Officer and Chief Mining Ge-
ologist) in the existing Level of 13A to
14; and

Abolition of 1 existing cadre post of
Deputy Director General (Statistics), an
officer of Indian Statistical Service in
Level 14 in pay matrix.

Background:

IBM was set up by the Government
of India on 1st March, 1948 under the
Ministry of Works, Mines and Power,
primarily as an advisory body to help
in formulation of policy and legal frame-
work for mining sector and advising
Central and State Governments on
development and utilization of min-
eral resources. The role and respon-
sibility of IBM have changed with
emerging needs of the sector as facili-
tator and regulator of mining sector
(other than coal, petroleum and atomic

minerals).

Ministry of Mines had constituted
aCommittee for comprehensive 'Review
andRestructuring of the Functions and
Role of IBM' in the light of the 'Nation-
al Mineral Policy' (NMP) 2008 The Com-
mittee submitted itsreporton 04.5.2012
which was accepted in the Ministry.

The Ministry of Mines has taken a
number of initiatives through IBM for
effective facilitation and regulation of
the mineral sector:

Implementation of the Sustainable
Development Framework (SDF) and Star
Rating of Mines for their efforts and
initiatives encompassing the scientific,
environmental and social aspects of the
mining activity;

development of Mining Surveillance
System (MSS) in association with Bhas-
karacharya Institute of Space Application
& Geo-informatics (BISAG) to detect

illegal mining within 500 metres zone
of lease boundary of major minerals
using satellite imageries; and thrust on
R&D activities on mineral processing
including process development for up-
gradation of low grade ore; (iv) develop-
ment of IT enable Mining” Tenement
System (MTS) for computerizing the
mineral sectors activities.

The restructuring of IBM was es-
sential to enable it organisationally to
take up the responsibilities entrusted
in the role with the recent changes in
the policy and legislations, revised
charter of function of IBM and the new
activities and initiatives undertaken
by IBM. IBM is also engaged in hand-
holding the States for auction of min-
eral blocks for greater transparency
in allocation of mineral concessions.
IBM is helping the States in prepara-
tion of auction blocks, publishing of

average sale price, assisting in post
auction monitoring and approval pro-
cess.

The relocation of offices of IBM has
already been effected for carrying out
theresponsibilities given to IBM. New
Regional Offices at Raipur and Gandhi-
nagar have been opened and the sub-
regional office at Guwahati has been
upgraded to Regional office. The exist-
ing Regional Offices at Kolkata and
Udaipur have been upgraded to the
Zonal office (East) and Zonal Office
(North). For the purpose of Skill De-
velopment, an Institute of Sustainable
Development Frame Work' at Udaipur
and 'Remote Sensing Centre' at Hyder-
abad and National Level Training Cen-
tres 'Institute of Sustainable Mining’ at
Kolkata have been opened and Skill
Development Centre at Varanasiis also
shortly being opened.

Cabinet approves continuation of Umbrella Scheme ‘Green
Revolution — Krishonnati Yojana’ in Agriculture Sector

President of India presents

New Delhi, May o02: The
Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister ShriNarendra
Modi has given its approval
for the Umbrella Scheme,
"Green Revolution — Krishon-
nati Yojana" in agriculture
sector beyond 12th Five Year
Plan for the period from 2017-
18t02019-20 withthe Central
Share ofRs. 33,269.976 crore.

The Umbrella scheme
comprises of 11 Schemes/Mis-
sions. These schemes look to
develop the agriculture and
allied sector in a holisticand
scientificmannertoincrease
the income of farmers by en-
hancing production, produc-
tivity andbetter returns on
produce. The Schemes will
be continued with an expen-
diture of Rs.33,269.976 crore
for three financial years, i.e.,
2017-18,2018-19 and 2019-20.

3. The Schemes that
are part of the Umbrella
Schemes are :-

(1) Mission for Inte-
grated Development of Hor-
ticulture (MIDH) with a total
central share of Rs. 7533.04
crore, MIDH aims to promote

holisticgrowth ofhorticulture
sector; toenhancehorticulture
production, improve nutri-
tional security and income
support tofarm Households.

(i) National Food Se-
curity Mission (NFSM), in-
cluding National Mission on
Oil Seeds and Oil Palm
(NMOOP), with atotal central
share of Rs.6893.38 crore. It
aims to increase production
of rice, wheat, pulses, coarse
cerealsand commercial crops,
through area expansion and
productivity enhancementin
asuitablemannerintheiden-
tified districts of the country,
restoring soil fertility and
productivity at the individual
farmlevel and enhancing farm
level economy. Itfurtheraims
to augment the availability of
vegetable oils and to reduce
the import of edible oils.

(iii)  National Mission
for Sustainable Agriculture
(NMSA) with a total central
share of Rs.3980.82 crore.
NMSA aims at promoting
sustainable agriculture prac-
tices best suitable to the spe-
cific agro-ecology focusing
on integrated farming, ap-

propriate soil health manage-
mentand synergizingresource
conservation technology.

(iv) Submission on Ag-
riculture Extension (SMAE)
with a total central share of
Rs.2961.26 crore. SMAE aims
to strengthen the ongoing
extension mechanism of State
Governments, local bodies
etc., achieving food and nu-
tritional security and socio-
economic empowerment of
farmers, to institutionalize
programme planning and
implementation mechanism,
toforge effectivelinkagesand
synergy amongst various
stake-holders, tosupport HRD
interventions, to promote
pervasive and innovative use
of electronic / print media,
inter-personal communication
and ICT tools, etc.

(v) Sub-Missionon Seeds
and Planting Material (SMSP)
with a total central share of
Rs.920.6 crore. SMSP aims
toincrease production of cer-
tified / quality seed, toincrease
SRR, to upgrade the quality
of farm saved seeds, to
strengthen the seed multipli-
cation chain, to promote new

technologies and methodolo-
giesin seed production, pro-
cessing, testing etc., to
strengthen and modernizing
infrastructure for seed pro-
duction, storage, certification
and quality etc.

(vi) Sub-MissiononAg-
ricultural Mechanisation
(SMAM) with a total central
shareofRs.3250 crore. SMAM
aims to increase the reach of
farm mechanization to small
and marginal farmers and to
the regions where availabil-
ity of farm power is low, to
promote ‘Custom Hiring Cen-
tres’ to offset the adverse
economies of scalearising due
tosmalllandholding and high
costofindividual ownership,
to create hubs for hi-tech and
high value farm equipment,
to create awareness among
stakeholders through dem-
onstration and capacity build-
ing activities, and to ensure
performance testing and
certification at designated
testing centerslocated all over
the country.

(vii) SubMissionon Plant
Protection and Plan Quaran-
tine (SMPPQ).

Visitor’s Awards 2018;

New Delhi, May o02: The
President of India, Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, hosted a one-
day meet of Vice-Chancellors
of Central Universities of
whomheis Visitor, today (April
2, 2018) at Rashtrapati Bha-
van. During the inaugural
session of the meeting, he
presented the Visitor’s Awards
for Research in the field of
Basicand Applied Scienceand
in the field of Humanities,
Arts and Social Science.

Speaking at the award
presentation ceremony, the
President congratulated the
winners of the Visitor’s
Awards, 2018. The awards
were presented to Prof. San-
jay K. Jain’s for his work on
the development of a drug
delivery system having the
potential tomake cancertreat-
ment more effective and af-
fordable; Prof. Ashis Kumar
Mukherjee for his research
onthe molecular complexity
of the snake venom; Prof.
Ashwani Pareek’swork onthe
development of arice variety

having the potential to en-
hance the farm productivity
and income of farmers; and
Prof. Pramod K. Nayar for his
work in the field of Humani-
ties, Artsand Social Sciences.

The President said that
research and Innovation is
the bedrock of advancing
knowledge, and knowledge
aloneholdsthekeyto finding
solutions to the problems we
facein our world, nation and
society. It is sometimes not
understood that research is
ademanding profession and
aresearcherisalmostalways
ridingaroller coaster. Pursu-
ingresearchdemandsconstant
determination from the re-
searcher as well as full insti-
tutional support. Research is
nota9A.M.to5P.M.joband
thus our approach towards
supporting and promoting a
research culture cannotbe a
pedantic one.

The President said that
research and innovation can
playanimportantroleinlift-
ing our people out of poverty,

ensuring their health and
well-being or attaining food
and energy security. Research-
ers and innovators can help
develop solutions to the prob-
lems we experience on a
daily basis. Universities can
also develop mechanisms to
support innovation by ordi-
nary people and help such
grassroots innovators to fur-
ther refine their work.

The President said that
universities should incorpo-
rate community-oriented
initiatives in their academic
programs and engage with
the communities nearto their
campuses. Those universities
which arelocatedinbackward
regions have aspecial respon-
sibility of working with com-
munities around them. Such
community initiatives will
further expand the horizon
oftheir students and prepare
them well for life ahead.

Duringthe day presenta-
tions were made by Vice-
Chancellors of the central
universities onissuesrelating

to promotion of research and
innovationin central univer-
sities.

Later, addressing the con-
cludingsession of the meeting,
the President said that uni-
versities should playaleading
role in addressing the spe-
cific challenges faced by our
nation. Many of these chal-
lenges require creative and
innovative solutions. Itis their
paramount dutytoensurethat
their campuses emerge as
spaces that nurture free ex-
pression and ideas, where
experimentationisencouraged
and failure is not ridiculed
butisseenaslearning. Inad-
dition, universities should
becometheconduitsforexpos-
ing students to the problems
faced by ourpeople, ournation,
cities, towns and villages.
Throughsuchexposurecoupled
with a push towards creative
and innovative thinking, uni-
versitiescanprepareitsstudents
to take up research and inno-
vation projects contributing
to national development.

PRADHAN MANTRI SWASTHYA
SURAKSHA YOJANA
(PMSSY) APPROVED BEYOND
12TH FIVE YEAR PLAN

New Delhi, May 02: The Union Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister ShriNarendraModi has given its approval for
continuation of Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) beyond 12th Five Year Plan for a period 2017-18 to
2019-20 with a financial outlay of Rs. 14,832 crores.

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister for his constant
support, ShriJ P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare said that the Government is consciously working
towards improving health infrastructure as well as health
manpower in the country. “Setting up of new AIIMS would
not only transform health education and training but will
also address the shortfall of health care professionals. Con-
struction of new AIIMS is fully funded by the Central Govern-
ment and the Operations and Maintenance expenses on new
AIIMS are also fullyborne by the Central Government,” Shri
Nadda elaborated.

Shri Nadda further stated that setting up new AIIMS in
various states will lead to employment generation for nearly
3000 people in various faculty and non faculty posts in each
of the ATIMS. He said that indirect employment generation
will take place due to facilities and services like shopping
centre, canteens, etc. coming in the vicinity of new AIIMS.
The Union Health Minister added that for each functional
ATIMS established under PMSSY, a total of 4089 posts were
created for a 960 bedded hospital. “The same number of
posts will be created for a 960 bedded hospital for the new
AIIMS that are being established under PMSSY. So far, for
new AIIMS at Mangalagiri, Nagpur and Kalyani, a total of
1144 posts have been created with the approval of Ministry

Boost to healthcare infrastructure: Cabinet approves continuation of
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana upto 2019-20

New Delhi, May 02: In amajor boost
to the expansion of healthcare infra-
structure in the country, the Union
Cabinet Chaired by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the con-
tinuation of Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) beyond
12thFive Year Plan to 2019-20. The fi-
nancial outlay for this purpose is Rs
14,832 crore. Under this scheme, new
AIIMS are established and Government
medical colleges are upgraded.

Objectives:

The PMSSY, a Central Sector Scheme,
aims at correcting theimbalancesinthe
availability of affordable tertiary health-
care facilities in different parts of the
country in general, and augmenting
facilities for quality medical education
intheunder-served Statesin particular.

Impact:

Setting up of new AIIMS would not
only transform health education and
training but also address the shortfall

ofhealth care professionalsin the region.
Construction of new AIIMS is fully
funded by the Central Government. The
Operations & Maintenance expenses on
new AIIMS are also fully borne by the
Central Government.

Upgradation programme broadly
envisages improving health infrastruc-
ture through construction of Super
Specialty Blocks/Trauma Centers etc.
and procurement of medical equipment
for existing as well as new facilities on
Central and State share basis.

Employment Generation:

Setting up new AIIMS in various
states will lead to employment genera-
tion for nearly 3000 people in various
faculty & non-faculty posts in each of
the AIIMS. Further, indirect employment
generation will take place due to facili-
ties & services like shopping centre,
canteens, etc. coming in the vicinity of
new AIIMS.

The upgradation programmeis car-

ried out in selected Government Medi-
cal Colleges (GMCs) by agencies ap-
pointed by the Government of India
under the direct supervision of the
Central Government. Post-Graduate
seats and additional faculty posts as per
norms will be created and filled up in
these GMCs by the respective State/UT
Governments. The construction activ-
ity involved for creation of the physical
infrastructure for the various new AIIMS
and Government Medical Colleges' up-
gradation projects being undertaken
under the scheme is also expected to
generate substantial employmentinthe
construction phase as well.
Background:

The PMSSY was announced in 2003
with objectives of correcting regional
imbalancesin the availability of afford-
able/ reliable tertiary healthcare ser-
vices and also to augment facilities for
quality medical education in the coun-
try. PMSSY has two components.

Cabinet approves accession to the Protocol under
WHO Framework Convention on tobacco control to
eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products

CABINET APPROVES
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO
SUGAR MILLS FOR CLEARING
CANE DUES OF FARMERS

New Delhi, May 02: The Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi has given its approval to provide financial as-
sistance @ of Rs. 5.50 per quintal of cane crushed in
sugar season 2017-18 to sugar mills to offset the cost of
cane, in order to help sugar mills to clear cane dues of
farmers.

Details:

The assistance shall be paid directly to the farmers on
behalf of the mills.

It will be adjusted against the cane price payable due
tothe farmers against Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP)
including arrears relating to previous years.

Subsequent balance if any, shall be credited into the
mill’s account.

Assistance shall be provided to those mills which will
fulfil the eligibility conditions as decided by the Govern-
ment.

Background:

Due to higher sugar production against the estimated
consumption during the current sugar season 2017-18,
the domestic sugar prices have remained depressed since
the commencement of the season. Due to depressed mar-
ket sentiments and crash in sugar prices, the liquidity
position of sugar mills has been adversely affected, lead-
ing to accumulation of cane price dues of farmers which
have reached to more than Rs.19,000 crore.

In order to stabilize sugar prices at reasonable level
and to improve liquidity position of mills thereby enabling

®

of Finance,” Shri Nadda mentioned.

Highlighting the benefits of the scheme, Shri Nadda said
that each new AIIMS will add 100 UG (MBBS) and 60 B.Sc
(Nursing) seats, 15-20 Super Specialty Departments and
around 750 hospital beds. He further said that in each GMC
up-gradation project, 8-10 Super Specialty Departments get
added on an average and an up-gradation project also gives
benefit of adding of around 15 new PG seats on an average.
“As per data of current functional AIIMS, it is expected that
each new AIIMS would cater to around 1500 OPD patients /
dayand around 1000 IPD patients / month,” Shri Nadda said.

The Union Health Minister said that PMSSY aims at cor-
recting regional imbalances in the availability of affordable/
reliable tertiary healthcare services and also at augmenting
facilities for quality medical education in different regions
of the country. He said that that various initiatives under
PMSSY will lead to development of apex level medical educa-
tion and nursing education and connected research facilities.
Tt will also lead to creation of tertiary level health care infra-
structure through establishment of new AIIMS.

New Delhi, May 02: The
Union Cabinet Chaired by
Prime Minister ShriNarendra
Modi has given approval to
accede to the Protocol under
World Health Organization
(WHO) Framework Conven-
tion on tobacco control to
eliminate illicit trade in to-
bacco products. It will be ap-
plicable toboth smoking and
chewing or smokeless to-
bacco (SLT) forms as negoti-
ated and adopted under Ar-
ticle 15 of the World Health
Organization Framework
Convention on Tobacco Con-
trol (WHO FCTC). Indiais a
party to WHO FCTC.

Details:

The protocol lays down
obligations of the parties. It
spells out supply chain control
measures that must be ad-
opted bythepartiesviz.licens-
ing of manufacture of tobac-
co products and machinery
for manufacturing of tobacco
products, due diligence to be
keptbythose engaged in pro-
duction, tracking and tracing
regime, record keeping, se-
curity; and measures to be
taken by those engaged in
e-commerce, manufacturing
in free-trade zones and duty
free sales.

The protocol lists out of-
fences, enforcement measures
such as seizures and dispos-

al of seized products. It calls
forinternational cooperation
ininformation sharing, main-
taining confidentiality, train-
ing, technical assistance and
cooperation in scientificand
technical and technological
matters.

Impact:

Elimination of illicit trade
in tobacco products through
strengthened regulation will
help in strengthening com-
prehensive tobacco control,
leading to reduction in to-
bacco use which in turn, will
resultinreductionindisease
burden and mortality associ-
ated with tobacco use.

Accession to such treaty

will provide actionable alter-
natives against such prevail-
ing practices that are affect-
ing public health at large.
India, being at the forefront
of tobacco control, would be
abletoinfluence theinterna-
tional organizationsincluding
World Custom Organization
incontrollingsuchillicittrade.

The protocol to eliminate
illicittradein tobaccoproducts
is a path breaking initiative
instrengthening global action
against tobacco and is also a
newlegalinstrumentin pub-
lic health. Itis a comprehen-
sive tool to counter and even-
tually eliminate illicit trade
in tobacco products.

themto clear cane price dues of farmers, Government has
taken following steps in past three months:

Increased customs duty on import of sugar from 50%
to 100% in the interest of farmers.

Imposed reverse stock holding limits on producers of
sugar for the months of February and March, 2018.

Government has also fully withdrawn the customs
duty on export of sugar to encourage sugar industry to
start exploring possibility of export of sugar.

In view of the inventory levels with the sugar industry
and to facilitate achievement of financial liquidity, mill-
wise Minimum Indicative Export Quotas (MIEQ) have
been fixed for sugar season 2017-18. Export Quotas of 20
Lakh tonnes of all grades of sugar; viz. raw, plantation
white as well as refined, have been prorated amongst
sugar factories by taking into account their average pro-
duction of sugar achieved by the sugar mills during last
two operational sugar seasons and the current season (up

to February,2018).
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SRINAGAR

Headline-grabber

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb is a gift
to headline writers. It is not even two months since
he took over from Manik Sarkar, the CPI(M) veteran
who was Chief Minister for 20 years. Yet, Mr. Deb
has held the spotlight on himself for one gaffe after
another. He has said, in a literal manner, that the
Internet and satellite communication were inuse in
ancient India, and that instances of their use could
be referenced in the Mahabharata. Freely jumping
across themes, he has compared the Indianness of
the beauty of Miss Worlds. He has most recently
said, very seriously, that civil engineers are better
trained to be in the civil services compared to me-
chanical engineersas the former “know how to build
society”. For some of these he has apologised — not
for others. He has also made it a habit of doing ri-
diculous back-of-the-envelope calculations to ask
the people of Tripura to, variously, consider how
much richer they would be if they had kept a cow or
sold paan. Mr. Deb is clearly revelling in his turn in
the sun, as the BJP’s young talent come good in a
vital ideological face-off by hollowing out the Con-
gress's State unit and humbling the CPI(M). In the
days after the BJP swept the February Assembly
election, winning 35 of the 60 seats onits own, with
allythe Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura bringing
inanother eight, it was said the victory in the State
wasasvaluabletothe partyasits earlier achievement

in Uttar Pradesh.

Itis against this backdrop that Mr. Deb'sirrational
remarks reveal the BJP to be completely out of its
depthafteritshistoricvictory. OnMr. Sarkar's watch,
Tripura had moved up the development indices.
According tothe 2011 Census, withaliteracy rate of
about 87% it ranked fifth in India. Its sex ratiois a
relatively respectable 960, and mortality rates for
infants and children have been drastically reduced.
Onthe flip side, Tripura's good social health indices
are not matched by those onthe economic front —its
per capita income has languished below the na-
tional average, its infrastructure facilities are poor
and unemployment rate is extremely high. This is
what Mr. Deb seeks tomock. Rather than make laugh-
ablereferences totechnological prowessinamyth-
ical age, he would do better to envisage and execute
afirmplantostrengthenthe State’s economic health.
Rather than wade into needless controversies by
talking about things such as how a ‘quintessential’
Indian woman looks like — which, given the manner
the remark was couched, is something of an affront
to Tripura's ethnic diversity — he should be urged by
his political bosses to let his performance, rather
than his loose tongue, to do the talking. His advice
to people to increase household savings instead of
hankering afteragovernment jobreflectsanincapac-
ity to address the youth constituency that is seen
to have voted the BJP to power on the desire for
better jobs. All around, Mr. Deb is letting down his

office and the people of Tripura.

SHOCK AND DESPAIR

» ByT.K.RAJALAKSHMI

had visited the victim’s family.

IVE years ago, a brutal gang rape

Fin Delhi that led to the death of a

young physiotherapist drew wide-
spread public attention to the increasing
crimes of a heinous nature against women
and children. It compelled leading political
parties to hold forth on the rising graph of
crimes, and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which was then in the opposition, projected
theincident as a symbol of the law and order
situation under the then United Progressive
Alliance regime led by the Congress.

The abduction, gang rape and murder of
aneight-year-old in KathuainJammu district
of Jammu and Kashmir by eight persons in
January this year and the almost year-long
sexual exploitation of a teenager in Unnao,
Uttar Pradesh, allegedly involving a legisla-
tor from the ruling BJP are incidents that
bringback the horrific memories of the 2012
incident and are symbolic of the violence
against women and children in general. In
Kathua, 9o kilometres from Jammu, thebody
of the little girl who had gone missing was
found in a forest area on January 17. The
Crime Branch of the State police investi-
gated the case, and the charge sheet, close to
500 pages long, was filed and the trial was
to begin in the Sessions Court in April when
theincidentroused publicopprobriumbecause
of the open support given to the accused by
two BJP Ministers—Chandra Prakash Gan-
gaand Lal Singh—in the coalition government
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) is run-
ning with the BJP in the State.

What was most galling was the stoicsilence
of none other than Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who refrained from condemning the
participation of Ministers from his party in
arally called to supportthose accused in the
Kathua case. His silence in the case involving
the prolonged sexual exploitation of a teen-
ager in Unnao allegedly by a BJP MLA and
the subsequent death of the victim’s father
in suspicious circumstances after being al-
legedly assaulted by the supporters of the
MLA was equally inexplicable.

Itwas widely observed that the otherwise
voluble Prime Minister had been silent on
both theincidents throughout much of March
and April. On April 13, he broke his silence
ata function in New Delhi held to commem-
orate B.R. Ambedkar’s birth anniversaryand
said that the culprits would not be spared.

On April 18, when Modi, who was on a
visit to London, was greeted with protests
over the rape and murder of the eight-year-
old, all that he could say was that rape should
not be “politicised”. Interacting with the
Indian communityin Westminster at an event
titled “Bharat ki Baat, Sabke Saath”, he made
it a point to say that when a child was raped,
“we cannot compare these incidents in num-
bers for different governments”.

Yet it was difficult to overlook the fact
thatthetwoincidents of violent crime against
women and children had taken place in States
governed by the BJP, one by itself, Uttar
Pradesh, and the other in coalition with the
PDP. The other more shocking feature was
that in both cases, elected representatives
from the BJP were either directly involved
or appeared to be supporting the accused.

Retired civil servants’ missive

On April 14, as many as 49 retired civil
servants wrote to the Prime Minister point-
ing to the “terrifying state of affairs” in the
country and sought strong action against the
perpetrators of these crimes, saying that it
was the “darkest hourin post-Independence
India”. The letter says: “The bestiality and

the barbarity involved in the rape and mur-
der of an eight-year-old child shows the depths
of depravity that we have sunk into. In post-
Independence India, thisis our darkest hour
and we find the response of our government,
theleaders of our political parties, inadequate
and feeble. At this juncture, we see no light
at the end of the tunnel and we hang our
heads in shame. Our sense of shame is all
themoreacute because ouryounger colleagues
whoarestillinservice, especially those work-
ing in the districts and are required by law
to care for and protect the weak and the vul-
nerable, also seem to have failed in their
duty.”

Former Director General of Police of Gu-
jaratJulio Ribeiro and former Chief Informa-
tion Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah were
among those who signed the letter, which
said: “We had hoped that as someone sworn
to upholding the Constitution, the govern-
ment that you head and the party to which
you belong would wake up to this alarming
decline, take the lead in stemming the rot
and reassure everyone, especially the mi-
norities and vulnerable sections of society,
that they need not fear for their life and lib-
erty. Thishope hasbeen destroyed. Instead,
the unspeakable horror of the Kathua and
the Unnao incidents shows that the govern-
ment has failed in performing the mostbasic
of the responsibilities given to it by the peo-
ple.”

They said they were writing to give voice
to a “collective sense of shame” but wanted
to express “rage over the agenda of division
and hate your party and its innumerable,
often untraceable offshoots that spring up
fromtimetotime, haveinsidiouslyintroduced
into the grammar of our politics, our social
and culturallife and even our daily discourse.
Tt is that which provides the social sanction
and legitimacy for the incidents in Kathua
and Unnao.” On April 19, at a function in
Katra, Jammu, President Ram Nath Kovind
called the Kathua rape “barbaric”.

Kathua rape and intimidation

The gang rape and murder of the eight-
year-old from the Bakarwal nomadic com-
munity has shocked people’s sensibilities.
And the open support given to the accused
by one political party has only confirmed
suspicions that the heinous act was deliber-
ate and aimed specifically at removing the
nomadic community from the area. It also
appeared communal in nature as the Bakar-
wals are Muslims.

Investigations bythe Crime Branch, which
took over the case on January 22, revealed
that the child had been sedated, raped three
times, suffocated and bludgeoned to death.

Her internal organs, including the uterus,
had received severe injuries. The act of rape
itself took place in a temple. The caretaker
ofthe templeis the main accused, according
to the charge sheet. The others among the
eight accused include ajuvenile and a former
revenue official and a special police officer
of Jammu and Kashmir. Two members of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police have been named
inthe charge sheet for taking moneyto destroy
evidence.

The distinctive and yet shocking element
in the Kathua incident was the polarisation
along communal lines by way of the overt
support given to the accused by the two BJP
Ministers. Theytook partin aroad show from
Jammu to Kathua protesting against the
charge sheet filed by the Crime Branch and
demanding a probe by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) into the incident. Inter-
estingly, no such demand fora CBI probe has
been made to date by the victim’s family,
which seemed satisfied with the Crime Branch
probe.

Part of a larger conspiracy

Asignificant difference between the gang
rape of the physiotherapist in 2012 and the
eight-year-old in 2018 was the direct politi-
cal intervention in favour of the accused in
the case of thelatter. The widespread outrage
that erupted over the public support given
by the BJP to the accused compelled the
party’s central leadership to demand their
resignation from the State government. It
was only after the rally in support of the ac-
cused and the speeches of the BJP Ministers
were widely publicised that the central lead-
ership swung into action.

Even asviolence against women and chil-
dren has risen exponentially as exemplified
by the latest data from the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), the Kathua incident
has drawn attention to the use of rape as a
tooltoterrorise and intimidate sectionsamong
the population, whichis arelatively new phe-
nomenon. Not only was there overt political
support for the accused; the Jammu wing of
the Jammu and Kashmir Bar Association on
April 9 prevented the Crime Branch from
submittingits charge sheet. The charge sheet
had indicated that the crime was part of a
conspiracy to “drive out the Gujjars and Ba-
karwals from the area”.

Talking to Frontline, Mohammad Yusuf
Tarigami, thelone Communist Party of India
(Marxist) MLA in the State, said that com-
munal polarisation as an agenda was being
assiduously pursued ever since the formation
of the PDP-BJP government. He said it was
shocking that none of the BJP legislators or
Members of Parliament representing Jammu

In February, Tarigami became the only
MLAtogivea calling attention motionin the
Assembly demanding a status report on the
investigation of the rape and murder in
Kathua. In his notice, he stated that some
anti-social elements were trying to politicise
the issue and derive political mileage. The
government informed him that the case was
with the Crime Branch, which had consti-
tuted a Special Investigation Team. No one
took the kidnapping of the child seriously,
he said. There was no concern for the victim
bytheelected representatives fromthe area,
all of whom were from the BJP, including the
MP from Jammu, Jitendra Singh, who is a
Minister at the Centre.

Tarigami told Frontline that an eviction
campaign against the Gujjar-Bakarwals in
Jammu and Samba districts had been going
on ever since the coalition government had
taken charge. He had received complaints
thatthetargets of eviction belonged to a cer-
tain community. “In Samba, Gujjars were
being madetorelocateto facilitate the setting
up of an ATIMS [All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences]. We protested against the forc-
ible eviction,” he said, adding that he had
organised a meeting of Gujjar-Bakarwals
with the Chief Minister on the harassment
faced by them.

Clamour for the death penalty

Five years on, the Nirbhaya case, as the
Delhi gang-rape case came to be known, has
gotreduced toatalking pointeven asincidents
of rape and other serious crimes against
women and minors soar. The involvement of
people from political parties, including
elected representatives, in such crimes and
the overt and covert forms of support given
to the accused in order to influence the out-
come of the investigations are the new chal-
lenges. The standard responseto sexual crimes
against children is the demand to award the
death penalty to those convicted.

Disturbed by the Kathuaincident, Mane-
ka Gandhi, Union Minister for Women and
Child Development, asked her department
to work out a proposal to amend the Protec-
tion of Children Against Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012, in order to include a
provision for the death penalty for the rape
of a minor below 12 years. The maximum
sentence at present is life imprisonment.

Farooq Abdullah, National Conference
president, demanded a special session of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly to pass alaw
awarding the death penalty to those con-
victed of child rape. The outcry for the death
penalty hasbeen mainly from the BJP; three
BJP-ruled States, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana
and Rajasthan, had recently amended their
criminal laws to introduce the death pen-
alty for child rape in their statutes. On March
16, Arunachal Pradesh became the fourth
State to amend the law to include the death
penalty for child rape.

According to NCRB data, the incidence
of crimesagainst children wentup from 89,423
in 2014 to 1,06,958 in 2016. From 2015, it
roseby13.6 per centin 2016. The three States
of Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtraand Madhya
Pradesh accounted for the highest number
of cases filed for kidnapping and abduction
and registered under the POCSO Act. Simi-
larly, while there was an overall rise in the
incidence of crimes against women from 2014
to 2016, the four States of Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan
accounted for the highest number of rape
cases in the country. All four States are at
present ruled by the BJP.

A dangerous incursion

» Kapil Sibal

he government’s opposition

I to the elevation of the Chief

Justice of the Uttarakhand

High Court, Justice K.M. Joseph, to the

Supreme Court, asrecommended by the

Supreme Court collegium as farback as

January 10,2018, is per se unprincipled.

Its logic is faulty, both statistically and
otherwise.

Justice Joseph pronounced a his-
toric judgment in April 2016 when he
struckdown theimposition of President’s
rulein Uttarakhand. Little did he know
that his judgment would stand in the
way of his elevation. This has created a
situation where the very independence
ofthe judiciaryis nowunder attack. We
will have to await the response of the
collegium. I hope its members stand
together and speak in one voice. That is
the only way the Supreme Court can
reassert its supremacy in the matter of
judicial appointments.

Justice Joseph’srequesttobetrans-
ferred tothe Andhra Pradesh High Court
onhealth groundssincehehad undergone
a bypass surgery was ignored. In May
2016, the collegium had cleared his
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transfer to the Andhra Pradesh High
Court. For inexplicable reasons, the
recommendation was not forwarded for
approval to the then President of India,
Pranab Mukherjee. Inthe normal course
of events, recommendations for transfers
are cleared within 10 days. The attitude
of the Union government shows that he
was being targeted. The Centre’s obdu-
racy by supplying unedifying reasons
for rejecting the collegium’s recommen-
dation can be clearly attributed to his
judgment of April 2016.

Let us analyse the reasons put forth
in Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad’s letter of April 26, 2018 for re-
jecting the recommendation for Justice
Joseph’s elevation. The first is that in
the All India High Court Judges Senior-
ity List, Justice Joseph is placed at se-
rialnumber 42 and that 11 Chief Justices
of various High Courts in the said list
are otherwise senior to him.

This reasoningis flawed. The firstis
that Justice Joseph was, obviously, el-
evated as Chief Justice of the Uttarakhand
High Court on account of his qualities
as ajudge over other judges who might
otherwise have been senior. Second,
seniority among High Courtjudges has

never been the only benchmark for ap-
pointment as Chief Justice of a High
Courtorelevation to the Supreme Court.
Ever since 2014, the government of the
day has never considered seniority as
the onlybasis for elevation. When Judg-
es Deepak Gupta and Navin Sinha were
appointed in February 2017 to the Su-
preme Court, there were 40 High Court
judges across India senior to them.
Similarly, in the case of Justices S. Abdul
Nazeerand Mohan M. Shantanagoudar,
who were also elevated to the Supreme
Court in February 2017, there were 20
High Court judges who were senior to
them. When Justice S.K. Kaul was ele-
vated too, there were 14 High Court
judges seniorto him. In denying Justice
Joseph his due, the government has left
itself without cover.

Another reason given by the Law
Minister is that several High Courts
including smaller high courts are not
represented in the Supreme Court at
present. It is true that High Courts in a
few Statesare not represented. Thishas
happened under the present regime as
well as in the past. Justices K.G. Bal-
akrishnan, Cyriac Joseph and K.S.P.
Radhakrishnan were all from the Ker-

ala High Court despite the Law Minister
calling it a relatively small High Court.
This was at a time when the strength in
the Kerala High Court was less than 40
judges. Justices K.S. Paripoornan and
K.T. Thomas were also elevated to the
Supreme Court from the Kerala High
Court when its strength was just 21. So,
asmall High Court such as Kerala’s has
had aslew of elevations perhaps because
ofthe outstanding quality of individual
judges. The Delhi High Court, with a
judge strength of 60, has three judges
inthetop court. Thereason given by the
Law Minister that in elevating Justice
Joseph there would then be two judges
from the Kerala High Court —which he
considersinconsistent with the concept
ofadequate regional representation —is
clearly specious.

The Law Minister ought to have dis-
closed that in February 2017, two judg-
es from the Karnataka High Court,
Justices Shantanagoudar and Abdul
Nazeer, were elevated on the same day.
Iftwojudges can be elevated from Kar-
nataka, especiallyinlight of the fact that
Justice Kurian Joseph, also from Ker-
ala,is goingtoretirein the course of this
year, the logic of not having two judges

from the Kerala High Court is clearly
manufactured only to oppose Justice
Joseph’s appointment.

Ifonelooks at the aspect of regional
representation made much of by the Law
Minister and analyses the current rep-
resentation of judges in the Supreme
Court, then the Allahabad High Court,
which has a sanctioned strength of 160,
should have many more than two judg-
es. This logic also applies to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court as well as the
Bombay High Court. Whilethe Allahabad
High Courthastwojudgesinthe Supreme
Court, the Bombay High Courthasthree.
Therefore, the opposition to Justice Jo-
seph’selevation on thebasis ofinadequate
regional representation is a bogey.

The third reason is that there is an
inadequaterepresentation ofthe Sched-
uled Castes (SC) and the Scheduled Tribes
(ST) in the Supreme Court. First, the
total sanctioned strength of the Supreme
Courtis 31judges. Atthe moment, there
are 25. Sixjudges are toretire this year.
Consequently, its strength, if no judges
are appointed, will be reduced to 19.
Therewill be 12 vacancies. If the govern-
ment so chooses, it can give representa-
tion to the SCs and STs consistent with

itslogic. Butthislogic cannot beadvanced
in opposing Justice Joseph'’s elevation.
Such an argument only betrays the real
intent behind the opposition.

Having demonstrated the fragility
ofthereasoning of the Law Minister, all
the points for not elevating Justice Joseph
— such as seniority at the level of the
High Court, regional representation,
representation of SCsand STs — become
insignificant when there is an outstand-
ing candidate for elevation. I only wish
to reiterate the recommendation made
by the collegium on January 10, 2018:
“The Collegium considers that at present
Mr. Justice K.M. Joseph, who hails from
the Kerala High Court and is currently
functioning as Chief Justice of Uttara-
khand High Court, is more deserving
and suitable in all respects than other
ChiefJustices and senior puisne Judges
of High Courts for being appointed as
Judge of the Supreme Court of India.”

Ttiscrystal clearthat the opposition
to Justice Joseph is mala fide. The ex-
ecutive is seeking to blatantly interfere
in the appointment process. If the gov-
ernment’s stand is legitimised, such
incursions on the independence of the
judiciary will become routine.
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How Congresshasshiftedits
strategy toattack PMModibyname

In his last two major political
speeches, Congress president Rahul
Gandhi named and targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for attack
99 times over a stretch of 65 minutes.

The aggression with which Gandhi
assailed Modi personally, Congress
leaders say, reflects a conscious shift
in strategy. Until ayear ago, the Con-
gress had treaded cautiously in refer-
ring to Modi.

The party has now decided on a
gloves-are-off approach, having con-
cluded that the 2019 general election
must be projected as a Modi vs Gan-
dhi contest, something it had hith-
erto shied away from.

At the same time, the opposition
partyisfocusing the narrative on cor-
ruption, a plank on which Modi and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
rodetovictory over the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
in 2014.

In the last two rallies in Delhi,
Gandhi has been unrelenting in at-
tacking Modi.

Launchinga ‘Save the Constitution’
campaign from New Delhi’s Talk-
atora Stadium on April 23, Gandhi
mentioned Modi by name 47 times
ina30-minute speech, attacking him
onarange ofissues, from his “silence”
on the issue of corruption to the al-
leged atrocities committed on Dalits,
women and minorities.

He followed it up at the ‘Jan Aak-
rosh’ (public anger) rally in Ramlila
Maidan on April 29. Gandhi spoke
fornearly 35 minutes and mentioned
Modi 52 times, targeting him for his
silence over alleged corruption, for
the failure to mention last year’s
Doklam standoffin hisinformal sum-
mitwith Chinese President XiJinping,
for unkept pre-poll promises and

recent incidents of rape in different
partsofthe country, including Unnao
and Kathua.

Gandhieventookajibeatthe PM,
repeatedly calling him ‘desh ka chowki-
dar’ (country’s watchman), a term
Modihad frequently used during his
campaign for the 2014 elections.

Congressleaders nowsaythat Modi
needs to be held “accountable” since
he is the “be all and end all” of this
government, with the BJP itself
“gradually becoming redundant”
compared to the PM. “The pain and
sufferings of the people have to be
espoused by the principal opposition
leader. The corruption and the mal-
administration need to be exposed
by the principal opposition party.
Modiisthebeall and end all of this
government and this government
begins and ends with him in every
aspect. So he has to be responsible
forits failures and that is why Rahul
Gandhi is taking him on,” party’s
chief spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewala said.

Rajasthan Congress chiefSachin
Pilot agreed. “The content of Rahul
Gandhi’s questions on corruption and
other issues is compelling. As the

leader of the principal opposition
party, he is doing what the country
expectsofhim. Thishasclearlyrattled
the government,” he said.

This is a clear deviation from the
past when the Congress would avoid
attacking Modi personally, out of
concern that the move may backfire
and that Modi could “twist the situ-
ation” to his advantage. In 2007, the
then Congress president Sonia Gan-
dhi’s “maut ke saudagar (merchants
of death)” barb against Modi, who
wasthenthe Gujarat CM, boomeranged
in the assembly elections that year.
This forced the Congressto avoid any
mention of the 2002 riots in the sub-
sequent polls. A dominant section in
the party had repeatedly argued that
raking up the issue of the 2002 riots
during campaigns have proved coun-
ter-productive.

Political analysts are divided on
theissue. Sanjay Kumar of the Delhi-
based Centre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies termed ita “bad strat-
egy”, Delhi-based analyst N Bhas-
kara Rao said Gandhi has no option
buttotakeon Modidirectlyand emerge
ashismain challengerin the next Lok
Sabha elections. “It is better for the

Congress to criticise the policies and
highlight the failures of the govern-
ment rather than attacking Modi,”
Kumar said. “There is a dilemma
before the Congress. They know Modi
isthebig vote-catcher forthe BJP and
want to puncture hisimage but at the
same time he remains the most pop-
ular leader of the country. There is a
strong belief that Modi is an honest
man and implicating him in corrupt
practices might backfire,” he said.

Raosaid Gandhihastolaunchhis
attacks “intelligently and strategi-
cally” given that he is up against a
powerful opponent. “While Modi is
a great strategist, Rahul is trying to
catchup. That’sthename ofthe game,”
he said.

Gandhi’s attacks have also indi-
cated thathis partyis carefully trying
toprojectthe 2019 electionsas a Gan-
dhi versus Modi contest and send a
clear message that it is the Congress
leader and not any regional leader
who will be the Prime Minister’s pri-
mary challenger. This is a departure
from the past when the Congress was
willing to hand over the leadership
role to regional leaders -- whether it
be Nitish Kumar in Bihar or Sharad
Pawar in Maharashtra or Mamata
Banerjee in West Bengal.

“Well, thatis how it always would
be and that is how it is going to be,”
Surjewala said.

Pilot said Gandhi as the Congress
presidentisleading from the frontin
challenging, questioning and holding
the government accountable force-
fully. “It is actually a rallying point
for all the opposition forces. The last
year or so, there has been a steep fall
in the credibility of the BJP as a po-
litical party and the Prime Minister
continues to be silent on pressing is-
sues,” he said.

SC collegium names Justice
KM Joseph to top court, govt
disagrees: A recap

The Supreme Court collegium, headed by
ChiefJustice Dipak Misra, will meeton Wednes-
day to discuss the way forward after the gov-
ernment asked it to reconsider the name of
KM Joseph, Chief Justice of Uttarakhand
High Court, for elevation to the apex court.

Ttisthelatest potential flashpointbetween
the executive and the apex court. Hereis what
you should know about the controversy:

« Judges to the Supreme Court are ap-
pointed by a panel of the court’s top five
judges who make up the collegium. On Janu-
ary 10, the collegium recommended two
judges for elevation to Supreme Court.

«On April 25, the government cleared
senior advocate Indu Malhotra’s appointment
as a Supreme Court judge , but held back a
decision on Justice Joseph. In 2016, Justice
Joseph had ruled against President’s Rule in
Uttarakhand, which paved the way for the
Congress to come back to power in the state.

*On April 26, the central government re-
turned the collegium’s recommendationto
elevate Justice Joseph. Law minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad, in a detailed note to Chief
Justice Misra, said the proposal to recon-
sider Justice Joseph’s name was approved by
President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

*The centre’s argument is that there was
adequate representation of Kerala, Joseph’s
home state, in the higher judiciary while
other states did not have a representative.
The government also said that the principle
of seniority was not observed by the Supreme
Court Collegium as Justice Joseph is placed
at 42 on the list of seniority.

*The Congress called the government’s
action an “assault on the judiciary”. “As the
law stands now, the recommendation of the
SC collegium is final and binding in the ap-
pointment of judges... What is holding up
Justice KM Joseph’s appointment? His state,
or his religion or his judgement in the Utta-

rakhand case?” said senior Congress leader
P Chidambaram.

« Law Minister Prasad rejected the allega-
tion. “The Congress party has no moral au-
thority or stand to ask questions about dig-
nity of thejudiciary from us. The whole record
of Congress party is littered with repeated
instances as to howthejudiciary of India was
supposed to be compromised,” he said.

«Senior lawyer Indira Jaising filed a peti-
tion urging the top court to put on hold Mal-
hotra’sappointment and direct the government
to clear Joseph’s name — a request that was
rejected by a bench led by Chief Justice Mis-
ra. The government is within its right to send
back a name for reconsideration, the bench
said. “Supposing the government is sending
it for reconsideration, it will be seen. You are
saying ‘stay the warrant’ (of Malhotra’s ap-
pointment). Itis unthinkable, unconscionable,
unimaginable, and if I may add ‘never heard
before’,” said Misra.

« Earlier thisyear, four senior judges pub-
licly criticised Chief Justice Misra for his style
of administration and over the allocation of
cases. Justices Jasti Chelameswar, Ranjan
Gogoi, Madan Bhimrao Lokur and Kurian
Joseph said they were forced to speakin pub-
lic, breaking the settled principle of judicial
restraint, because Chief Justice Misra did not
take steps to redress their grievances.

Rajasthan allots land for BJP

offices, Congress says rules flouted

A special Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) court

J Dey murder case: Chhota Rajan gets life

sentence, journalist Jigna Vora acquitted
“l

his stories. Rajan particu-
larly tried to dissuade Dey

The Vasundhara Raje gov-
ernment’s move to allot land
in25o0fthe state’s 33 districts
to the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) for setting up party
offices has spiralled into a
controversy with the opposi-
tion Congress party claiming
theallotmentsarebeing made
atconcessional rates, facilitat-
inga“land-grab”, even asthe
BJPandthestate government
insisttheallotmentsareabove
board, and paid for.

The BJP’s desire to have
anofficein each of the state’s
33 districts comes from na-
tional party president Amit
Shah’s declaration that the
partywould have an officein
each of India’s 640 districts
by December 2018, well before
the parliamentary elections
that are likely to happen in
themiddle of2019. Each dis-
trictofficewilllinktothe BJP’s
swank new HQ in Delhi
through video conference.

The BJP says there has
beennoviolation of rules and
regulationsin theacquisitions
in Rajasthan.

“There has been no po-
litical pressure. The party has
acquired land legally by pay-
ing the right price and there
has been no loss to the state
exchequer,” said the party’s
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mediaheadinthestate, Anand
Sharma.

State Congress president,
Sachin Pilot, said the BJP has
gone about theland allotment
in a clandestine manner and
in violation of regulations.
“Theyaregrabbing primeland
at concessional rates. They
have changedland use at sev-
eral places. This is misuse of
office.” “Ifthe Congress comes
to power, we will cancel all
the allotments,” he added.

Lastweek, the Rajasthan
High Court ordered status
quo on allotment after it re-
ceived a petition challenging
land allotment for the BJP
office in Sirohi district.

Rajasthan’s urban devel-
opment and housing minister,
Shrichand Kriplani, said land
hasbeen allotted as pernorms
andthereisnoillegality. “The
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land was given at the reserve
price + 15%. The land allot-
ment has been made in pub-
lic interest. Land has been
allotted after proper examina-
tion.”

The partyhasbeen asked
tosubmitallnecessarydocu-
ments, said Kriplani. These
include the notification of
partyregistration by the Elec-
tion Commission of India, a
copy of the party by-laws, an
affidavit stating that previ-
ously no land has been allot-
ted to the party, and a copy
ofthe proposal forland allot-
ment.

Asked if any other politi-
cal party had been allotted
land, Kriplani said no other
party had applied. “We will
give land to any party that
approachesus,” hesaid. Pilot
said the Congressisn’taware

of this. “How would we know
about land allotment when
the government did not pub-
lishanyadvertisementorwrite
topartyleaders?” Hesaid the
Congress has applied forland
in a couple of districts but
claimedits applications were
not being considered.

In two of the 25 districts
, Sawai Madhopur and Bi-
kaner, land conversion is
underway before theallotment
to the BJP is done.

In the remaining eight
districts, the allotmentis be-
ing processed in two ( Baran
and Ajmer), the party has
acquired private land in two
(Jalore and Sikar), it has not
applied forlandinthree (Jodh-
pur, Alwar and Pratpagarh),
andithasn’tbeen ableto find
a plot it likes in Jaipur.

The party is scouting for
6000 sqm land for the party
officein Jaipur. Sharma said
thepartywantsland nearthe
present office in the central-
lylocated C-Schemearea. The
partydid not find the options
given by the Jaipur Develop-
ment Authority suitable as
they are far away from the
city centre, he said. Current-
ly, BJP offices are either in
government buildings orhave
been taken on rent, he said.

on Wednesday sentenced
underworld don Chhota Rajan
and seven others to life im-
prisonment forkilling senior
journalist Jyotirmay Dey
seven years ago.

The courtacquitted jour-
nalistJigna Vora and Paulson
Joseph, a member of Rajan’s
gang, in the murder case.

Other than Rajan, those
convicted earlier in the day
include Rohit Thangappan
alias Satish Kalia, Anil Wagh-
mode, Abhijit Shinde, Nilesh
Shedge, Arun Dhake, Mangesh
Agawane, Sachin Gaikwad,
Deepak Sisodia and Vinod
Asrani, who died during the
trial.

Dey, who was Editor (In-
vestigations) of Midday was
shot dead on June 11, 2011
when he was on hiswayhome
in Powai. According to the
prosecution, gangster Chho-
taRajan’s men, Satish Kalia,
Anil Waghmode, Abhijeet
Shinde, Nilesh Shendge, Arun
Dake, Mangesh Agawane and
Sachin Gaikwad, followed Dey
from his mother’s house. Ka-
lia shot him with a .32 bore
pistol near Powai garden be-
fore fleeing with the rest of
the gang.

The prosecution said Dey
was shot on the orders of Ra-

jan, who was allegedly insti-
gated by Vora, who worked
with a different newspaper
at the time. The mafia don
wasdeported from Indonesia’s
Bali in November 2015 and
subsequentlymadeanaccused
in the case.

Arup Patnaik, who was
the police commissioner of
Mumbai at the time of the
murder, said: “Ifeel relieved.
This is the first time that an
underworld don has been
convicted in a regular (mur-
der) case.”

“Whether the acquittals
of (Jigna and Paulson) were
ontechnical groundsorbased
on facts will be known only
after obtaining a copy of the
order. Anyway, I am sure the
CBI will appeal against it in

the higher court,” Patnaik
added,

Accordingto CBIL, Deywas
onthebooksofthe underworld
for which he was meeting
members ofall gangs, includ-
ingthose of Dawood Ibrahim.
Theagency claimed Rajan was
angryabout Dey’s connections
with the Dawood gang. Rajan
suspected Dey of leaking in-
formation on him, CBI said.

The dispute allegedly
started with Dey’s proposed
bookonthelife of 20 gangsters.
Hehad proposed thatthe book
be named ‘Chindi — Rags to
Riches’.

Accordingtothe CBI, be-
tween January and March
2011, Rajantried several times
to dissuade Dey from alleg-
edly belittling him through

from writing Chindi — Rags
toRichesand anotheronethat
eulogised gangster Dawood
Ibrahim. Rajan feared that
thebooks would showhimin
a poor light.

Theinvestigatinghad also
said thatin orderto complete
the book, Dey had requested
Rajantomeet him duringhis
visits to London and Philip-
pinesjusta month before his
murder. Instead, an angry
Rajan decided to order the
journalist’s murder.

The agency claimed that
the last trigger for the plot to
kill him was two articles by
Dey. One was headlined ‘Did
Rajan plan hit on Kaskar’,
which said, “Sources believe
thatageing gangster mayhave
plotted the shoot outasades-
perateattempttoseizealion’s
claiminthe underworld pie.”
The other article was titled
‘Rajan gangsters offto pilgrim-
ages’.

The crimebranch claimed
that such articles had the po-
tential to undermine Rajan’s
illegal activities such as extor-
tion and collection of protec-
tion money. It claimed that
hehadissued orderstoelim-
inate the journalist “to send
amessage to the journalistic
community”.

Indian professionals drag UK govt to court fo

r denying them work permits

Scores of Indian doctors, teachers,
entrepreneurs and other professionals
are challenging the UK government in
courtover being denied the right to live
and work in Britain.

The professionals, brought together
under the banner of ‘Highly Skilled Mi-
grants’ group, were back opposite Parlia-
ment Square in London on Wednesday
to protest “unjustified” refusals by the
UK home office of their applications for
indefinite leave to remain (ILR) in Brit-
ain.

Since their last protest in February,
many of the professionals refused ILR
have appealed against the home office
decision in the first tier tribunal and
upper tribunal — the courts which hear
immigration appeals.

“Given the Windrush scandalinvolv-
inginnocent migrantsbeing denied their

® 00 ©o

citizenship rights and the new home
secretary (Sajid Javid) assuring the pub-
licthat the home office will be fair in its
immigration decisions, these cases take
on an added significance,” said Aditi
Bhardwaj, one of the convenors of the
group.

“The way some of these skilled pro-
fessionals have been treated is worse
than criminals. We have evidence to
show that the entire approach of the
home officeis unfair because it is based
on how to find a way to deny someone’s
legitimate application to live and work
in the country,” she said.

The common factor among all the
professionals, from non-European Union
countries like India, Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Nigeria, is that they were in
the UK on a tier-1 (general) visa.

They were entitled to apply for ILR

or permanent residency status after a
minimum of five years’ lawful residen-
cy in the UK. While the visa category
itself was discontinued in 2010, former
applicants were eligible to apply for ILR
until April this year if they met the nec-
essary requirements.

Butlegal experts have noted a pattern
of many such applications being turned
down on the basis of Rule 322(5), a dis-
cretionary rule linked to an applicant’s
“good character”.

The reason for refusal under this
rule is most often a discrepancy in the
earnings declared to the home office
and that to the UK’s tax department.
Whilein some cases there maybealegal
case of downplayingincome for taxrea-
sons or overstating for immigration
purposes, experts believe the rule has
been used unfairly as a blanket reason

—

for turning down most applications un-
der the tier-1 (general) route.

“In the last couple of years, this re-
fusalreason seems to havebecome near-
automatic. The home office should not
be treating legitimate businesspeople
as dishonest where there may be an in-
nocent explanation,” said Mark Symes,

aseniorimmigration barrister
aware of several such cases
wherethe UKhome office seems
tohave displayed a “shoot first
mentality”.

“The main potential for
injustice is the seemingly au-
tomaticrefusal of applications
even when there are good ex-
planations provided, for ex-
ample where an accountant
has admitted their own error
in writing,” he said.

A 31-year-old Indian professional,
who underwent a similar situation due
to a minor correction in his tax return,
isnow fighting his casein the UK’s court
ofappeal. The former Heathrow Airport
worker’s case has the potential of becom-
ing a test case for hundreds of others
who have been denied their ILR on

similar grounds.

“The judge has indicated that the
grounds of appeal have a good prospect
of success,” said the professional on
condition of anonymity.

“My entire life has been on hold for
two years, during which I have been
unable towork or focus on anythingelse.
The home office is just interested in its
immigration targets and finding any
means todenywhatis ourright as skilled
professionals who have been working
hard and paying our taxes in this coun-
try,” he said.

His case comes up for its next hear-
ing in June and could pave the way for
awider class action legal challenge.

“Itis possiblethata classaction would
be a good way for getting the law and
thelegal requirement for fairness to be
clarified,” said Symes.
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HEALTH

Thisskindiseaseisnotthatbad, afterall!

Washington: The therapy for pso-
riasis canreduce heart plaque, anew
research has found.

According to a study conducted
by the Society for Cardiovascular
Angiography and Interventions, not
onlydothepsoriasistreatmentsreduce
thevolume of the plaque, but also the
plaque becomes less inflammatory
over time harbouring fewer charac-
teristics prone to rupture and cause
aheartattack. Late-breaking clinical
science shows common therapy op-
tions for psoriasis (PSO)-a chronic
inflammatory skin disease-can help
reduce coronary plaque.

It is the first-in-human observa-
tional study demonstrating that treat-
ing remote inflammation in the body
can modulate coronary disease.

Psoriasis is associated with an
accelerated risk of myocardial infarc-
tion and has increased risk for ath-
erogenesis, which is the development
of plaque within the walls of blood
vessels.

Forthefirsttime, recent evidence
demonstrated a significant reduction
inadverse cardiovascular events tar-
geting interleukin-1 beta (IL1B), a
cytokine thatis central totheinflam-
matory response.

The authors worked to identify if

treatment of the inflammatory skin
disease potentially affected coronary
plaque. Anti-tumor necrosis factor
(TNF) agents are commonly used,
biologic, and FDA-approved immu-
nomodulatory treatment options for
PSO.

Morethan 80 consecutive patients
were stratified by biologic treatment

(predominantly anti-TNF; n=57) and
non-biologictreatment (n=27). Non-
calcified burden (NCB), plaque volume
(PV),and maximal artery stenosisin
the proximal vessels (diameter>2mm)
wereblindly assessed based on coro-
nary CT angiography using dedi-
cated software.

The patients were middle-aged
and atlow cardiovascularrisk by tra-

ditional risk scores. At one-year, the
plaque volume in the biologically
treated group decreased by 40 percent
(p=0.002), a finding not observed in
those without treatment (p=0.04).

Trends in NCB and maximal ste-
nosis were significant and consistent
with PVinboth groups. Furthermore,
change in PV was also positively as-
sociated withachangeinIL1B (8=0.56,
p=0.03), even after adjustment for
traditional cardiovascularrisk factors
and statin use.

"To see a reduction in coronary
plaque after just one year of biologic
therapy alone is incredible and very
assuring. It's the first time we're see-
ing treatment of a skin disease with
biologic therapy have an impact spe-
cifically on the plaqueinthe coronary,”
said Nehal N. Mehta, the Principal
Investigator of the study.

"Our study results further em-
phasize the importance of patients
maintaining and treating psoriasis
to decrease the risks of adverse car-
diovascular events occurring. This
also opens the door for us to look at
other disease states and see how
anti-inflammatory therapy options
could impact coronary plaque over
time."

Smoking, alcohol consumption raise
lifetime risk of irregular heart rate

Smokingand alcohol
consumption increase
the lifetime risk of a
rapid andirregularheart
rate, called atrial fibril-
lation, which canlead to
astroke, dementia, heart
failure and other com-
plications, a new study
says.

The results, pub-
lishedinthejournal The
BMJ, showed thatamong
individualsaged 55years
orolder, the overall life-
time risk of atrial fibril-
lation (AF) was 37% and was influenced by
the burden of lifestyle risk factors such as
smoking and drinking alcohol.

“We examined the lifetime risk of atrial
fibrillation, which measures the cumulative
risk of developing a disease during the re-
mainder of an individual’s life,” said study
co-author Ludovic Trinquart, Assistant Pro-
fessor at Boston University School of Public
Health in Massachusetts, US.

“It is essential to look at lifetime risks in
addition to short-term risks, because it may
enable early identification of individuals at
higher long-term risk and facilitate lifestyle

change counseling,” Trinquart said.

In the study involving more than 5,000
participants, the researchersidentified smok-
ing, alcohol consumption, body mass index,
blood pressure, diabetes, and history of myo-
cardialinfarction or heart failure as risk fac-

tors.

“Studying atrial fibrillation is important
because it is emerging as a global epidemic;
it also imposes considerable socioeconomic
burden. Atrial fibrillation hospitalisations
follow an exponential increase and have sur-
passed heart failure admissions,” Trinquart
said.

MOST EFFECTIVE
CANCER THERAPY COMES
CLOSER TO REALITY

Washington: Turns out, when it comes to fighting can-
cer, the size does matter.

According to researchers at The University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston (UTHealth) and The
Ohio State University, doctors could be a step closer to
finding the most effective way to treat cancer with a dou-
ble whammy of a virus combined with boosting the natu-
ral immune system.

"The findings of this research are very exciting because
it helps unravel the complex yin and yang relationship
between the natural cancer-fighting power intrinsic to
our immune system and externally added cancer-killing
cellsthatare given as atherapy. It's very significant because
it shows, contrary to recent scientific claims, that viro-
therapy can be combined with cell therapy for a positive
effect," said corresponding author Balveen Kaur.

Previous scientific wisdom discredited combining vi-
rotherapy and externally added NK cell therapy to the
body's natural killer (NK) cells, but there could be clear
cancer-fighting benefits - providing enough external NK
cells are deployed to destroy the tumor and stop its spread,
asrevealed in this paper.

To reach this conclusion, physicians devised a math-
ematical formula unlocking the complex interactive rela-
tionship between externally introduced viruses and NK
cellsin addition to the immune system's existing NK cells
to calculate cancer cell-killing potency.

The mathematical modeling was able to predict how
a virus-treated tumor would respond to NK cell therapy,
depending on the number of NK cells introduced to the
tumor. It showed that when the number of externally in-

Your facewash may not be safe, tiny plastic
bits in it could make you ill

Theuse of facewash, scrub
or bodywash can contribute
to the dwindling population
offishintheriversandlakes,
a new study has found.

These personal care prod-
ucts use microplastic or tiny
pieces of plastic,which end
up in rivers through drains
when they are washed off
after use. This microplastic
entersthefood chainthrough
fish and can even come back
into the human system if
people eat those fish.

A study done by a Delhi-
based NGO, Toxics Link, has
stated that several personal
care products sold in Delhi
and across India contain tiny
pieces of plastics, known as
‘microplatics’ and ‘micro-
beads’. They are added to the
personal care products for a
number of reasons, such as
to make the product more
abrasive or for decoration.

Theresearcherstested 18
personal care products, in-
cluding facewash and body-
wash, covering 16 major con-
sumer brands, to check
whether they contain micro-
platics and microbeads. They
were all purchased from
Delhi, even though they are
available across India.

“Results indicate that 28
% of all the products tested
contained microplatics. At
least 50% of the facewash
samplesand 67% of the facial
scrubs were found to contain
microplatics. Other products
such astoothpastesand sham-
pooscouldalso containthem,”
said Priti Mahesh, chief pro-
gramme coordinator of Tox-
ics Link, who was a member
of the research team.

These tiny beads are
washed down thedrains when
you rinse off. As they are
smaller than 5mm and some

even smallerthan 1mm, they
evade the routine filtration
system at sewage treatment
plants and eventually get dis-
charged into the rivers and
oceans. “Microplastics are
mistaken asfood particles by
fish, which eat them. These
particlesthenblock the diges-
tive tract and damage tissue
systems. These particles can

then travel up the food chain

and reach us,” said Satish
Sinha, associate director of
Toxics Link.

Even though research is
still going on across the globe
to find out how these tiny
plastic pieces can affect hu-
mans, experts said that float-
ingplasticbeadsattractarange
of known toxic chemicals,

which also enterthefood chain
along with microplastics.

“Just like secondary pol-
lutants which are formed in
the air, these toxic chemicals
after latching on to the mi-
crobeadsalsoactlikesecond-
ary particles. Many of these
contaminants are endocrine
disrupting chemicals, persis-
tent organic chemicals and
other known chemicals, which
can affect even the human
reproductive system,” said
Alok Dhawan, director of
CSIR-Indian Institute of
Toxicology Research in Luc-
know.

Earlier in January 2018,
the National Green Tribunal
had directed the union gov-
ernment to test cosmetics
containing microbeads. The
decision came on the heels of
a plea seeking a total ban on
cosmetics containing micro-
beads by a Delhi-based law-

yer.

“Microplasticsin a world-
wide threat and is a major
source of marine pollution.
Even though microplastics
arebanned in many countries
including the US and Europe,
thereishardlyanylegislation
in India. The Bureau of In-
dian Standardshas classified
microbeads as ‘unsafe’ foruse
in cosmetic products but itis
stillbeing allowed touse,” said
Sinha.

The NGOis now planning
to conduct another research
to find out the presence of
microplasticsintheriverand
other water bodies.

“Wewould alsoplace these
report before the union gov-
ernment and speak with the
manufacturers. There are a
lot of alternatives such asbee
wax, rice bran and jojoba wax
among others, which would
beused instead,” said Sinha.

NEW APPROACH TO HELP
VULNERABLE OLD PEOPLE
INHOSPITALS

Smoking, boozing hoosts atrial fibrillation

Washington: Smoking and drinking i1
are two lifestyle habits that get a lot of
negative criticism for a good reason.
Giving up on these can be a challenge
for many, but doing that can decrease
the lifetime risk of stroke, heart failure
and other heart-related complications,
or simply atrial fibrillation.

Atrialfibrillationisan abnormal heart
rhythm, characterised by a rapid and
irregular beating of the atria. Often it
startsasbrief periods of abnormal beat-
ing, which become longer and possibly
constant over time.

A study conducted by Boston Uni-
versity School of Medicine found that
among individuals aged 55 years or
older, the overall lifetime risk of atrial
fibrillation (AF) was 37 percent and was

CLICKING PHOTOS EVERY DAY, KEEPS THE BLUES AWAY

troduced NK cells is increased, the ability to fight cancer
is strengthened.

While the patient's own NK cells, present in smaller
numbers, concentrate on clearing the virus and therefore
havean adverse effect on virotherapybylimiting the virus's
cancer-busting power, this impact can be reversed to
destroy more of the tumor by introducing greater numbers
of external NK cells. The theory behind these equations
was subsequently confirmed in practice by experiments
on mice with brain tumors, paving the way for further
work.

NK cells are an essential part of the innate immune
system and they play a critical role in protecting the body
from cancer. The primary function of NX cells is to fight
infections, which means they attack the introduced virus,
thus thwarting its therapeutic capacity. However, if suf-
ficient numbers of extra NK cells are added, they can kill
more tumor cells directly and compensate for this negative
influence.

pertension, obesity, diabetes, myocar-
dial infarction, and heart failure.

However, prior research has pro-
vided little insight into the lifetime risk
of atrial fibrillation.

Theresearchersidentified smoking,
alcohol consumption, body massindex,
blood pressure, diabetes, and history of
myocardial infarction or heart failure
at an index age as risk factors. They
later categorized risk factor burdens as
optimal, elevated, and borderline, and
compared the lifetime risk estimates
according to those levels of risk factor
burden.

The researchers emphasized that
preventive efforts to reduce the disease
burden should target modifiable bor-
derline and elevated risk factors.

influenced by the burden of risk factors.

The increase in the number of indi-
viduals with atrial fibrillation is linked
totheglobalincreaseinlife expectancy.
Established risk factors for developing
atrial fibrillationwithin 10 yearsinclude
cigarette smoking, alcohol misuse, hy-

Washington: Turns out,
this one addiction also has
healthbenefits!

Accordingtoastudy, click-
inga picture adayis good for
our wellbeing.

A study co-authored by
Dr Liz Brewster of Lancaster
University and Dr Andrew
Cox of the University of Shef-
field recorded what photos
people took, what text they
added and how they inter-
acted with others on the
photo-a-day site for two
months.

They found that taking a
daily photoimproved wellbe-
ing through:

-Self-care

-Community interaction

-The potential for remi-
niscence

Taking a moment to be
mindful,andlooking for some-
thing different or unusual in
the day were seen as positive
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well-being benefits of the
practice.One participant said:
"My job was a very highly
stressful role... There were
some days when I'd almost
not stopped to breathe, you
knowwhatImean... Andjust
thethought: oh waitamoment,
no, I'll stop and take a photo-
graph ofthisinsectsittingon
my computer or something.
Just taking a momentis very
salutary I think."

Ttalsoled tomore exercise
and gave a sense of purpose,
competenceand achievement.

Another participant said:
"It encourages me out of the
housesometimeswhenIcould
just sit on my backside with
a cup of tea. I'll think maybe
I'lltakeawalkdown ontothe
seafront and before I know it
I'mtwomilesalongthe coast."

The online contact helped
people to manage loneliness
and grief as well as meeting

new people with shared in-
terests. Several participants
had taken early retirement
and found that the contact
established via photo-a-day

replaced some of the daily
office chatterthatthey missed.

"There'sthebanterin the
workshop or the office or the
place where you work. And

perhaps [photo-a-day] offers
that... Because I'm having
conversations with people that
Iwould perhaps have had in
theworkplace," said another.

The online interactions
created a community based
on the photos and accompa-
nying text."It could be a rub-
bish photograph butif some-
body commented onit,itmade
it worthwhile."

The online text was used
toprovide personal narratives,
reminiscences, and explana-
tions of repeated images.

"I'm ever feeling down or
something it's nice to be able
to scroll back and see good
memories. You know, the
photos I've taken will have a
positive memory attached to
it even if it's something as
simple as I had a really love-
Iyhalfanhourforlunchsitting
outside and was feeling re-
ally relaxed."

The researchers said the
practiceis "an active process
of meaning making, in which
a new conceptualisation of
wellbeing emerges."

Washington: A new approach has been developed to
identify frail, old people in the hospital.

Anew research has been conducted by the University
of Leicester, where experts have devised a 'risk score'
which will be used to help frail older people have better
support in hospital.

Using the concept of frailty (which captures vulner-
ability), researchers have created a risk score that will
help identify older people who are more vulnerable.

This will help commissioners and hospitals identify
this group of people, evaluate their outcomes and improve
services to be more responsive to their needs.

Researcher Simon Conroy said, "Leicester researchers
are leading the way in improving outcomes for older
people with frailty who have to come to the hospital. Many
older people attend hospitals throughout the UK every
day, but some are more vulnerable than others".

"The 'Hospital Frailty Risk Score' was able to identify
older people at significantly increased risk of harms, lon-
ger stays in hospital and readmission following discharge
from hospital", Conroy continued.

The researchers concluded, "It is hoped that by iden-
tifying and focussing upon this high-risk group that hos-
pitals will be able to provide more holistic care to vulner-
able older people to improve their outcomes."
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BUSINESS

IsIndia'sbankingcrisis aby-product ofits mostsuccessful growthstrategy?

India has retained its status as the
world’s fastest growing major economy
inthe April 2018 edition of IMF’s World
Economic Outlook (WEQO). WEO statis-
tics also pointtowards a peculiar feature
of India’s current high-growth phase
though. Chart 1 shows a scatter plot of
percentage share of investment in GDP
and GDP growth rate for the top 20
countries by GDP for 2016. As can be
seen, India seems to be an outlierin the
group. This is because its high growth
rate is accompanied by a relatively low
share of investment in GDP.

The mismatch between India’s high
growthandlowinvestment rate wasalso
pointed out by the Economic Survey a
couple of years ago. This discrepancy
also shows up when we compare long-
term movements in GDP growth rate
and share of investment in GDP for In-
dia. A revival in growth rate despite a
reduction in investment share of GDP,
whichiswhat characterizes the current
phase, hasnotbeen seen since the 1980s.

As can be seen from Chart 2, the
previous economic boom in India was

characterised by a sharp spike in share
of investment in GDP. It is from these
investments that a majority of India’s
bad loans was created. By the end of
2014, capital intensive sectors — mining,
iron and steel, infrastructure and avia-
tion — accounted for 44% of the total
stressed assetsin India’s banking system.
Infrastructure alone accounted for 30%
of total stressed advances of Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs). The exposure
of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to infra-
structure was more than double that of
foreign or private banks. Why did infra-
structure end up with such alarge share
of stressed assets? What explains the
disproportionate exposure of PSBs to
the infrastructure sector?

In a 2013 speech delivered at the
Annual Infrastructure Finance Enclave
K C Chakrabarty, the then deputy gov-
ernor of RBI, blamed banks for high
level of NPAs in the infrastructure sec-
tor. “Thereis enough evidence to suggest
that a substantial portion of the rise in
impaired assets in the (infrastructure)
sector is attributable to non-adherence
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to the basic appraisal standards by the
banks”, Chakrabarty said. The speech
also blames poor appraisal techniques
by PSBs, which had been “more impres-
sionistic rather than beinginformation
based” for a concentration of infrastruc-
ture NPAsin PSBs. To be sure, Chakrab-
artyalsopointed towardsan overreliance
on debt in financing of infrastructure
sector projects. “The infrastructure
companies are highlyleveraged and the
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flow of equityin the infrastructure proj-
ect funding has been very minimal...
lack of equity investment in the (infra-
structure) project means that the pro-
moter-developer has little skin in the
game and the motivation for success of
the venture is that much limited”, the
speech says. Former RBI governor Ra-
ghuram Rajan once used the term risk-
less capitalism to describe this phenom-
enon.

There could be another explanation
for the concentration of infrastructure
loans in PSBs though. A 2017 Econom-
ic and Political Weekly paper by Rohit
Azad, an assistant professor of econom-
ics at Jawaharlal Nehru University and
othersshows that there was a significant
spike ininfrastructure spending dur-
ing the 11th and 12th Five Year Plan
period in India. Numbers from the
erstwhile Planning Commission show
that percentage share of infrastructure
investmentin GDP increased from 5%
between 2002-03 to 2006-07 to pro-
jected levels between 8.2% during
2012-13t0 2016-17. Alarge part of this
increase was driven by increase in
private sector spending, which was
projected to almost match public sec-
tor spending in the sector in the 12th
Five Year Plan period.

The projections did not materialise
as bad loans started piling up towards
theend of this period. Butitis clear that
infrastructure push was an important
element of growth strategy during this
period. If this was the case, it is reason-

able to assume that PSBs would have
received some sort of a nudge to lend to
infrastructure projects. The point being,
thelack of duediligence on part of PSBs
whilelending toinfrastructure projects
could have been the result of this policy
pushratherthan anyindividual oversight
bybank officials. Government interven-
tion to channelize credit towards par-
ticular sectors via PSB lending is not
unprecedented in the Indian economy.
Just a few PSBs lending aggressively to
infrastructure would have been enough
to force similar actions by others due to
fears of losing business. The strategy
created India’sbest ever economicboom.
The EPW paper cited above says, “such
PSB credit finance investments, par-
ticularly in the infrastructure sector,
played a crucial role in generating high
levels of economic activity in the after-
math of global economic crisisin 2008-
09...Such a growth trajectory, however
proved to be unsustainable when the
expansionary phase came to an end in
2011-12 and bad loans began piling up
in the banking system”.

Apple putting “lot of energy” in India to tap
huge opportunities, says CEO Tim Cook

India’s oil addiction undermines
economy once more

Apple Inc is putting a lot
of energy in India, with an
aimtolaunch allitsinitiatives,
including retail, in the coun-
trywhereithasan “extreme-
lylow” overall market share,
the technology giant’s CEO
Tim Cook has said.

India, the third largest
smartphone market in the
world, hashuge opportunities
for Apple, Cook said.

“... Wehave extremely low
shareinthat market overall,”
Cooksaid during Apple’s sec-
ond quarter 2018 earnings
call on Tuesday.

He said the company is
“putting a lot of energy” in
India and working with the
carriers in that market, and
“they’reinvesting enormous-
ly on the LTE (Long-Term
Evolution) networks.”

Apple’s chief financial of-
ficer (CFO) Luca Maestrisaid
duringthe conference call that
Apple’s Mac set a new March
quarter revenue record, in-
cluding new records in both
the Americas and Greater
China.

“Wesold 4.1 million Macs,
generating year-over-year
growth in many emerging
markets including Latin
America, the Middle Eastand
Africa, Central and Eastern
Europe and India,” Maestri
said.

Cooksaidin India, Apple
setanewfirst-halfrecord. “So
we continue to put great en-
ergy there and try to — our
objective over timeistogoin
there with all of our different
initiatives from retail and
everythingelse. Andsowe’re
working toward those things,”
he said.

Describing Indiaasa “huge
market”, Cook said many
people will be moving into
the middle class over time in
the country, referring to the
tremendous consumer op-
portunity that presents to
global companies.

On China, Cook said he
believes it is a phenomenal
countrywith lots of opportu-
nity both from a market and
anappdeveloper point of view.

Applehasalmosttwomil-
lion application developers
in Chinathatare writing apps
for iOS and the App Store,
and “they’re doing unbeliev-
ably creative work and inno-
vative work. So we look at
China holistically, not only
as a market.”

“Butmyown personal view
of China is that it’s a great
market...and feel verybullish
on the opportunity and the
environment there,” he said.

Cookwas asked ifhe feels
the iPhone market is satu-
rated and not much room is
left for growth even as poten-
tial existsin emerging markets
like India.

“Idon’t buy the view that

market’ssaturated. Idon’tsee
that from a market point of
view or — and certainly not
fromaniPhone point of view,”
he said.

Cook stressed that the
smartphone marketislike the
best market for a consumer
product company in the his-
tory of the world. “It’s a ter-
rific market, and we're very
happy to be a part of it,” he
said.

He highlighted that in
terms of the market in gen-
eral, lastyear there were still
half a billion feature phones
sold in the world, with many
ofthesebeingsold into emerg-
ing markets.

“And we still believe that
over time every phone sold
willbe asmartphone. And so
it seems to us that with that
many feature phones being
sold, that’s a pretty big op-
portunity,” Cook said.

Cook acknowledged that
in terms of the iPhone itself,
Apple’s market share glob-
ally is low and its sales are
low compared to the fullmar-
ket of smartphones even
though Apple sells quite a few

phones across the course of
ayear.

“Andsoourtaskistocon-
vince people that currently
—orhaveanothertypeofphone
to switch, whilereally taking
care of people that have an
iPhone so that they choose
— when they elect to buy an-
other phone, that they buy
anotheriPhone. Andsowe've
spent quite a bit of time on
that, as you might guess,” he
said.

Apple posted quarterly
revenue of USD 61.1 billion
foritsfiscal 2018 second quar-
terended March 31,2018, an
increase of 16 per cent from
the year-ago quarter. Inter-
national sales accounted for
65 per cent of the quarter’s
revenue. The company’s net
income for the second quar-
ter was USD 13.8 billion, up
from USD 11 billion a year
ago. Cook said it was Apple’s
best March quarter ever, with
strong revenue growth in
iPhone, Services and Wear-
ables.

“Customers choseiPhone
Xmorethanany otheriPhone
eachweekinthe March quar-
ter, just as they did following
its launch in the December
quarter. Wealso grewrevenue
in all of our geographic seg-
ments, with over 20 per cent
growthin Greater Chinaand
Japan,” he said.

Apple sold 52.2 million
iPhonesinthesecond quarter
of2018, which was down 32%
from the first quarter of this
year when it had sold 77.3
million iPhones but up only
3% from the second quarter
of 2017 when it had sold 50.7
million units.

Fromaboutthebeginning
of 2017, even sceptics had to
admit, India looked to be re-
covering from a growth slow-
down. Most dramatically, in
thelasttwo quarters forwhich
datais available, investment
in physical capital -- which
had long been too low for
growthtorecover--increased
by 12 percentand 10 percent,
respectively. In the first two
months of 2018, exports grew
by over 9 percent. For once,
optimism seemed warranted:
Decent growth and macro-
economic stability seemed
likely to bolster optimism,
encourage more investment
and launch a virtuous cycle.

Unfortunately, while
growthisindeed reviving, the
macro-economyisn’tlooking
all that robust. Most worry-
ingly, the rupee is just about
the worst-performing cur-
rency in Asia this year; some
analysts believe that it will,
before the end of the year, be
cheaper against the dollar
than everbefore. Others may
not be as gloomy but, across
the board, they’ve lowered
their forecasts for India’s cur-
rency.

What’s going on? Well, in
part, theproblemisafamiliar
one: India’s dependence on
imported oil. The health of
the Indian economy tends to
reston two great, uncontrol-
lable factors -- the level of
monsoon rains and the price
of oil. India’s enjoyed a nice
run of low prices and lower
import bills for the past sev-
eral years, as crude prices
crashed from over $100 a
barrel to near $40 a barrel.
But nowthat they’ve climbed

backto $75 abarrel and may
gohigher, India’s again facing
worries about inflation, gov-
ernment spending and the
current account deficit.
Backwhen crude oil pric-
es were at their peak, India
wasbeingtalked about asone
ofthe “fragile five” economies
mostatrisk from atightening
of the US Federal Reserve’s
monetary policies. The coun-
try’s current account deficit
stood at an uncomfortably
high 4.8 percent of GDP. There
were even murmurs that In-
dia might have to seek relief
from the International Mon-
etary Fund, until the govern-
ment, spooked into action,
imposed a sharp series of
import controls -- particu-
larly on gold, for which India
has a ravenous appetite.
Then, luckily, crude oil
prices began to crash in the
middle of 2014. So did the
currentaccount deficit, falling
to 0.7 per centof GDPin 2016-
17.Nowthings areheadingin
the opposite direction: Kotak
Institutional Equities worries
that during 2018-19, India’s
current account deficit could
beashigh 2.9 percent of GDP.
Initself, that wouldn’t be

acrisis. India has more than
enough dollar reserves; cap-
ital inflows show no signs of
stopping. But, the trend has
been ugly enough for the ru-
pee to crash and for worries
aboutinflationtoreturn. The
centralbank committee that
sets monetary policy for India
released the minutes of its
lastmeeting recently and most
members seem to think that
the Reserve Bank of India
might need to act soon. In
other words, the incipient
recovery might be choked off
by higher rates even before it
properly begins.

It’s a frustrating rerun:
Onceagain, India’sinsatiable
thirst forimports seems des-
tined hold it back. But, that’s
reallyonlyhalfthestory. While
the cost of imports is rising,
exports, in a well-run econ-
omy, should berising to com-
pensate.

Instead, India has consis-
tentlyunder-performed asan
exporter. After the healthy
start to 2018, export growth
turned negative in March.
Fouryears ago, India export-
ed $310billion worth of goods
ayear. Now, it exports $302
billion ayear--thelowest, as

apercentage of GDP, in a de-
cade and a half. And anemic
world trade isn’t to blame.
Four years ago, Vietnam’s
exportswere $150 billion; in
2017, at $213 billion, theywere
worth 43 percent more.

India’sfailureisn’tthein-
ability to wean itself off im-
ported crude. It’s that it has
failed to compete in world
markets so it can pay for the
oil it needs.

Indiahaswasted the easy
years since 2014, when it
should have reformed its ex-
port processes, cut red tape,
backed its manufacturersand
pushed them to go out and
create new markets. Instead,
export processes are by and
large just as complex and in-
efficientastheywerefouryears
ago. Taxincentives for export-
ershave been withdrawn, tax
refunds withheld and the
entire orientation of India’s
economy turned inward. In-
stead of building up exports,
India has decided to try and
ward offimports; the govern-
ment hasraised tariffs across
the board, for the first time
in a generation.

There’sstill timetoreverse
things. If the rupee does in
fact hit record lows, India
shouldn’t mourn. It should
see the new level as a boost
foritsexporters,anunhoped-
for reduction in the price of
Indian goods. The government
should follow up by slashing
red tape and the tariffs that
keep Indian companies from
integrating with global supply
chains. India’simport depen-
dence need not be a chronic
disease. There is a cure: ex-
ports.

Rising oil prices and weakening rupee
fuelling calls for RBI rate hike

Flipkart-Walmart deal talks
in final stages

®

A surge in prices of crude oil, In-
dia’sbiggestimportitem,and asharp
weakness in the rupee are pushing
some economists to change theirminds
on when the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) will raise interest rates.

Deutsche Bank AG and DBS Bank
Ltd. are among lenders who have
brought forward their rate increase
calls, moreinline with what the mar-
kets have been predicting -- that the
Reserve Bank of India may be forced
to raise rates faster than what most
analysts are forecasting.

The onshore swap markets are
pricing in at least 50 basis points of
rate hikes over the next year with one
full hike of 25 basis points priced in
by August, according to Vivek Rajpal,
aSingapore-based rates strategist at
Nomura Holdings Inc. Therepurchase
rate is at 6 percent, currently.

A Bloomberg survey shows the
consensusis forthefirstrateincrease
in the second quarter of 2019. Only a
tiny minority expect rate increases
thisyear and theyinclude Wall Street
investment firms Goldman Sachs
Group Inc. and Morgan Stanley. Now,
Deutsche Bank has joined them.

“Given the sharp and substantive
increase in crude oil prices, we now
expect theratehike cycle tobe brought
forward,” Kaushik Das, the Mumbai-
based chief India economist at the
German lender wrote in a note last
week, calling for a rate increase as
early as in June. Credit Agricole CIB
had already penciled in an increase
in the second quarter.

Daswrotethathigherglobal crude
oil prices are a drag for the economy,
given it pushesinflation higher, wid-
ens the fiscal and current account
deficitsand exerts downward pressure

on the rupee. The central bank may
need to act early to maintain macro-
economic stability, he said.

“A pre-emptive rate hike in June
can help strengthen RBI's credibility
asaninflationtargeting central bank,
stabilise the rupee and help pace the
rate hikes with a comfortable time
gap, which will impact growth less
adversely,” he said.

Asia’sworst performing currency

Echoing those macro-economic
risks, DBS has brought forward its
forecast to the third quarter of this
year.

“As a defense against market
volatility, particularly a weakerrupee,
and sticky coreinflation, a measured
25basis point rate hikeislikelyin the
third quarter of 2018 and another in
the first quarter of 2019,” Radhika
Rao,aneconomistat DBSin Singapore,
wrote in a note Friday.

Therupeeis Asia’s worst perform-
ing currency this year on concerns
that slowing capital flows and a wid-
ertrade deficit could stretch the fund-
ing of India’s current account gap.
That raises the specter of 2013 when
vulnerable external accounts saw the
rupee plunge to record lows amid the
Federal Reserve’s signal that it would
gradually withdraw some of the ex-
traordinary monetary policy accom-
modation. Hugo Erken, senior econ-
omistat Rabobank International, who
sees arate increase after September,
does not rule out an earlier move by
the Reserve Bank.

“Would ahike bewarranted before?
Yes definitely, if oil prices keeprising,
the rupee maintains its depreciating
trajectoryandin case of afaster-than-
expected acceleration of the Fed tight-
ening cycle,” he said.

Walmart Inc., the world’s largest retailer,
isinfinal negotiations to buy a majority stake
in Flipkart Ltd even as a rival combination
of Flipkart and Amazon looks increasingly
unlikely, three people familiar with the mat-
tersaid. Walmartand some Flipkartinvestors,
including Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp.,are
yet to agree on the final details and a deal
could take at least a month to be signed, the
people cited above said on condition of ano-
nymity.

SoftBank, Flipkart’slargest shareholder,
was pushing other investors to wait forarival
offer for Flipkart from Amazon. But the
Japanese company has now agreed to sell the
onlineretailer to Walmart as all the other key
shareholders, including Tiger Global Manage-
ment, Naspers and Accel Partners, were firm
in their preference for Walmart, the people
said.

Walmart will buy at least 55% of Flipkart
in a deal that will value the company at $20-
21 billion, the people said. Walmart will get
a majority of its stake by purchasing shares
from existing Flipkartinvestors ata discount
to the $20-21 billion tag, they said.

The transaction could be structured in
such awaythat Walmartincreasesits owner-
shipin Flipkart over time, they said. Depend-
ing on how much Flipkartinvestors decide to

sell, Walmart’s initial stake could be higher
than 55%. The American retailer could end
up spending anywhere between $8 billion
and $12 billion to buy the stake, the people
said.Walmart also wants Flipkart co-found-
ers Binny Bansal (group chief executive of-
ficer) and Sachin Bansal (executive chairman)
and CEO Kalyan Krishnamurthyto continue
intheirroles after the acquisition, the people
said.

Binny Bansal and Krishnamurthy, a for-
mer executive at Flipkart’s most influential
shareholder Tiger Global Management, are
likely to continue in their current roles after
thedeal, the people said. Sachin Bansal hasn’t
yet taken a decision on his future orhowmuch
stock he will sell in the proposed deal but he
is also likely to stay on, the people said.

Flipkart didn’t respond to an email seek-
ing comment. Walmart declined to comment.

The Walmart-Flipkart negotiations have
been reported by Mint and other publications
for several months now. The Economic Times
newspaper first reported about the negotia-
tionsinJanuary, although ithad said that the
deal would be a minority investment.

Inlate 2016, initial talks between Walmart
and Flipkart stalled and Flipkart went on to
raise $3 billion in two funding rounds from
Tencent, SoftBank, eBay and Microsoft.
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Azhar Mahmood adamant Pakistan
want morefrom Mohammad Amir

Pakistan cricket team bowling
coach Azhar Mahmood “wants more”
from Mohammad Amir, a challenge
he believes the paceman will rise to
in upcoming Test matches against
Ireland and England.

Amir was the hottest property in
world cricket after bursting on the
scene as a teenager in 2009.

Hewas soon earning comparisons
with fellow Pakistan left-arm fast
bowler Wasim Akram, with Wasim
himselfdeclaring Amirabetter bowl-
er than he had been at the same age.

At 18, Amir was the youngest
bowlertohavereached thelandmark
of 50 Test wickets.

Hisfirst 14 matchesin the five-day
game saw him take 51 wickets at just
a fraction over 23 apiece -- figures
that had Amir on course to be an all-
time great.

But Amir’s world was turned up-
side down in 2010 when he and Mo-
hammad Asif became involved in a
spot-fixing scandal after deliber-
atelybowling no-ballsduringthe Lord’s
Test against England at the behest of
then Pakistan captain Salman Butt.

In 2011 Amirwas given a five-year
banbythe International Cricket Coun-
ciland sentenced to six monthsinjail
by an English court.

Amir returned to international
dutyin 2016 but his 16 Tests since his

comeback have yielded 44 wickets at
arelatively expensive 37.25.

“We want more from Amir, as
bowling coach Iwant more from Amir,”
Mahmood told AFP after the paceman
took one wicket for 45 runsin 15 overs
during Pakistan’s drawn tour opener
against Kent at Canterbury on Tues-
day.

‘Responsibility’

“Ifyouseehisrecordsince he came
backit’s not great, buthe was coming
back after five years out,” the former
Pakistanall-rounderadded. “Heneeds
to take a bit more responsibility and
get more wickets for us.

“If he’s the leader of this attack,
he needs to show us a bit more.

“I'msurehewill dothatand that’s
what we want from him.” Given his
lengthy absence it is unsurprising
that the now 26-year-old Amir has
not quite scaled the heights he reached
earlier in his career.

Nevertheless, there have been some
memorable moments since hisreturn,
with Amir taking a superb three for
16 in six overs as Pakistan thrashed
arch-rivals India by 180 runs in the
final oflast year’s Champions Trophy
one-day tournament at The Oval.

Amir’s figures against Kent on a
cool, if sunny, day were nothing like
as spectacular. This, however, was a
warm-up match, with Pakistan next
facing Northamptonshire before pro-

viding the opposition for Ireland’s
inaugural Test and then returning to
England for a two-Test series.

And one delivery from Amir, who
served part of his prison sentence in
Canterburyjail, stood out on Tuesday
when he demolished the stumps of
Alex Blake with a late-swinging
yorker.

‘Tmagination’

Tt certainly caught the admiring
attention of Kent assistant coach Al-
lan Donald, the former South Africa
fast bowler.

“When I saw this kid a few years
ago, he’s one of the most skilful that’s
going around,” Donald said.

“When you saw him knocking over
those ‘poles’ that’s exactly what you
expect from him -- so much skill, so
much imagination and creativity to
produce that sort of thing on flat
pitches.”

He added: “When it gets flat, you
havetothink out oftheboxandtosee
that happening was an eye-opener.”

Meanwhile Donald predicted
Pakistan, whose last Test series in
England endedin a highly creditable
2-2drawin 2016, would impress again
this year.

“There are some seriously good
playersinthis Pakistanteam,” hesaid.
“Ithink it’s going to be a great series
--Thopeitwarmsup forthemthough.”

Pakistan pacer Wahab Riaz
joins Derbyshire for T20 hlast

Pakistan’s left-arm fast bowler Wahab
Riaz has signed up with English County side
Derbyshire in his bid to make a comeback to
the national team.

According ESPNCricinfo, Riaz will be
playing the Vitality T20 Blast for Derbyshire,
hoping to bolster his chances for a recall to
the Pakistan cricket team.

The 32-year-old left-arm bowler who last
played for Pakistanin October 2017, hasbeen
criticised by their head coach Mickey Arthur
over fitness as well as form-related issues.

Apart from being excluded from the Pak-
istan training camp for the upcoming two-Test
seriesin England and one-off Testin Ireland,
Arthur had remarked that Riaz had ‘not won
us a game in two years’.

Underlining the importance of high per-
formance culturein the Pakistan cricket team,
Arthur has said, “T expect players that have

been around for a long time to be winning us
games and setting standards. The guys need
to push themselves and get out of their com-
fort zones.”

“I cannot fault Wahab when he has a ball
inhishand buthiswork ethicaround training
is something [that] needs to be looked at. I
am changing the culture in this Pakistan en-
vironment and I am not interested in players
doing just the bare minimum.”

Despite the criticism, Derbyshire are con-
fident about their signing. Riaz has had a
surgery for a sinus problem, and is expected
tobe available for a huge part of Derbyshire’s
fixtures beforeleaving for the Caribbean Pre-
mier League (CPL).

Riaz had finished as the joint highest
wicket-taker alongside Faheem Ashrafin the
Pakistan Super League (PSL), with 18 wickets
for Peshawar Zalmi.

Steven Gerrard confirms
‘positive’ managerial talks
with Glasgow Rangers

Zinedine Zidane hails gritty Real Madrid

win over Bayern Munich

Steven Gerrard confirmed he will hold further nego-
tiations with Glasgow Rangers over the vacant manage-
rial job at Ibrox on Thursday after “positive” early talks.

Rangers sacked Graeme Murty on Tuesday following
Sunday’s 0-5 thrashing at the hands of bitter rivals Celtic
that saw Brendan Rodgers’s men seal a seventh consecu-
tive Scottish Premiership title. “There’s an interest, there’s
been initial talks and the plan is to pick them up in a
couple of days time,” Gerrard told BT Sport, who he works
forasapundit on top ofhis duties as Liverpool’sunder-18’s
coach. Gerrard will bein Rome on Wednesday as Liverpool
FCaim to reach the UEFA Champions League final, hold-
ing a 5-2 first leg lead over Roma.

However, on his return to the UK, the former England
captain plans to meet once more with the Rangers hier-
archy. “I've held positive talks with them. I'm busy for a
couple of days now, but the plan is to pick them up on
Thursday and we’ll see if we can progress it.”

Rangers said they hope to be able to release details
about Murty’s successor “in the near future”.

Assistant coaches Jimmy Nicholl and Jonatan Johans-
son will take over dugout responsibilities for Saturday’s
home game with Kilmarnock, while Rangers chiefs look
to lift the gloom currently sitting over Ibrox.

The appointment of Gerrard, whose glorious Liverpool
career came to an end when Rodgers was still in charge
at Anfield in 2015, would restore some lost glamour to
Scottish football. However, hiring a rookie with no senior
managerial experience would represent the latest in a
series of gambles by Rangers’ beleaguered board.

The Glasgow giants lie third in the Premiership table

Real Madrid scrapped their
way into a third consecutive
Champions League final on
Tuesday and coach Zinedine
Zidane said he would not have
wanted it any other way.

After their last-gasp win
overJuventusinthe quarter-
finals, Real wereleft hanging
on against Bayern Munich at
the Santiago Bernabeu as
Karim Benzema'’s double se-
cureda2-2drawand 4-3win
on aggregate.

When Joshua Kimmich
gave Bayernanearlylead and
James Rodriguezlevelled with
27 minutes remaining, Real
looked in danger of surrender-
ing their 2-1 advantage from
the first leg.

Bytheend, Real'sfanswere
begging for the full-time

whistle and if it is to be Liv-
erpool in the final in Kiev,
Jurgen Klopp’s men will take
heart.

Zidane, however, insists
the grit his team have shown
to overcome Paris Saint-
Germain, Juve, and now Bay-
ern, should not be underes-
timated.

“In football, you have to
suffer,” Zidanesaid. “You can-
not be in the final without
suffering, it’'seven better, more
beautiful when you win like
that.

“Madrid never gives up.
Itisthe samein adversity, we
believe in what we do and we
get things done by believing
in ourselves and fighting.”

Real, and Zidane, are now
on the brink of a third con-

secutive Champions League
triumph, and 13th overall in
Europe’s premier tournament.
Whether it be Liverpool
or Roma they face in Kiev,
Los Blancos will be strong
favourites to lift the title.
“Weareonlyinthefinal,”

Zidane said. “You can be
happy, youhave tobe, itis not
normal to be in the final for
the third consecutive time.

“Butnowthatweare, what
we have to do is try to win.
We will fight to defend our
title.”

Spectacular Navas

Benzema’stwo goals were
alsocredittoZidane, whohad
picked the striker despite a
poor run of form that had
included only one goal in 12
games.

“Henever gaveup and I'm
happy for him,” Zidane said.
“Idefended Karim asIdefend
allmy players, I defend them
until the end.”

Bayern, meanwhile, are
left wondering what might
have been after dominating
large spells of the twolegsbut
paying a heavy price for in-
dividual mistakes.

Benzema'’s second, which
proved decisive, was a gift,
with goalkeeper Sven Ulreich
making a mess of Corentin
Tolisso’s under-hitback pass

and allowing the Frenchman
to slot into an open net.

“Ifyoulook atboth games
it is quite apparent we were
thebestteam,” Bayern coach
Jupp Heynckes said.

“I'mverydisappointedin
the result. We dominated, I
believe, and they should thank
Keylor Navas for his perfor-
mance in goal, he was spec-
tacular, particularly towards
the end of the match.”

On Ulreich’s error,
Heynckes added: “He had a
littleblackout, he got confused,
he didn’t realise he couldn’t
pick it up with his hands. “It’s
terrible for a player to live
through such a moment, but
nevertheless we did have alot
of opportunities, and all in all
our ‘keeper performed well.”

Virat Kohli’s India toppled by England

Three bad overs cost
Mumbai Indians the IPL 2018

from top of ICC ODI rankings

four points, from 117 to 113 following
theirseriesloss, leaving them nine points
adrift of India and only one point ahead
of fourth- placed New Zealand.

World champions Australia havelost
eight points to go down to 104 in fifth
position and are only two points ahead
of reigning Champions Trophy winners
Pakistan, who have gained six points.

TheT20Irankings areled by Pakistan
and there is no change in the top seven
places but Afghanistan are now ahead
of Sri Lankain eighth slot. Pakistan (130)
and Australia (126) remain in the first
two positions without a change in their
points total while India have gained two
points to reach 123. New Zealand (116)
areunchanged on points while England
(115) have gained a solitary point.

match vs RCB: Shane Bond

Mumbai Indians bowling coach Shane Bond said that
they were on top for most of the match against Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB) on Tuesday, but three bad overs
from the bowlers cost them dear.

In fact, two of the overs made a massive difference.
Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli said that
the JP Duminy over early on, in which Manan Vohra scored
20-0dd runs, was the turning point. His teammate and
pacer Tim Southee said the last over from Mitchell Mc-
Clenaghan which earned Colin de Grandhomme three
sixes was the one. Bond admitted that they were chasing
15 runs too many. “We gave 15 runs above what we would
haveliked. Whereas we bowled well for 17 overs, we bowled
three overs which were terrible basically, which cost us
probably 60-65 runs,” said Bond.

“That was always going to make it difficult. I think 155
or anything under 160 would have been good for us. But
170 or 165 was always going to be difficult for arun chase,”
added Bond. “It is a sense of déja vu. It has happened in
the past that we’ve had 17 good overs and three bad overs
that have cost us games. So that’s the most difficult thing.
You expect to go for runs, the quality of players, the size
of the grounds but overs that go for 20-plus or 25 cost you

with three games of the season remaining, with only goal
difference separating them from fourth-placed Hibernian.

Murty took over on an interim basis for the second
time in October following the sacking of Pedro Caixinha.

After Aberdeen manager Derek McInnes turned down
the chance of a return to Ibrox in December, Murty was
then put in charge for the rest of the season.

But two days on from Sunday’s Parkhead mauling, the
43-year-old was called into a meeting with managing
director Stewart Robertson to be told he was being sacked.

“Rangers are grateful to Graeme, who did not hesitate
when asked last October to become interim manager after
the departure of Pedro Caixinha and then, at the turn of
the year, when he was offered the role as manager until
theend ofthe season,” the club said in a statement. “Graeme
has had to contend with difficult and challenging circum-
stances but conducted himself in a thoroughly profes-
sional manner. He will take some time to consider his
options.

Virat Kohli’s Indian cricket team has
been knocked out of the top spot by Eng-
land in the latest International Cricket
Council (ICC) annual ODI rankings which
were updated on Wednesday.

In arelease put out by the ICC, Eng-
land’srise up the tableislargely because
the 2014-15 season has been dropped
from thelatest calculations while those
from the 2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons
areweighted at 50 per cent. Eoin Morgan’s
side had a forgettable 2014-15 season
where they won only seven out of 25
ODIs against other Full Members.

England’s rise to the top of the ODI
rankings hasbeen remarkable following
theirexitintheleague stages of the 2015
ICCCricket World Cup held in Australia-
New Zealand. Following their humiliat-

ingexit, the team’s attitude towards white
ball cricket changed and in thelastthree
years, England have won 11 out of 14
bilateral ODI series, with losses only to
Australia, India and South Africa.

Since 2017, England has won six
consecutive bilateral ODI series, with
winsin Australia and New Zealand. On
the other hand, India has not put a foot
wrong in the last couple of years when
it comes to the limited-overs format.

Barring the loss in the Champions
Trophy final against Pakistan in 2017,
India have won nine consecutive bilat-
eral ODI series, including their first-
ever series win in South Africa where
they thrashed the Proteas 5-1.

South Africa, who were second, have
dropped down to third place afterlosing

Nothing wrong in choosing limited- -OVers crlcket over Tests: Jos Buttler

os Buttler hasbeenin the
forefront of England’s resur-
gence in ODIs since the 2015

ning snobbery of wanting to
play in all three formats and
learning to play the piano

ODI cricket was always seen
as a poor relation to Test
cricket, which was always

to strength in this era. Guys
practice these things more
thantheyused to. Nowonder

the game and that happened to us today,” said the Mumbai
Indians bowling coach.
Bond defended skipper Rohit Sharma’s decision to bat

World Cupdisaster. The Eng-  during his off days. deemed important. Andrew theconsistencyhasimproved. at No. 4 after his innings at No. 3 helped MI beat Chennai
land wicketkeeper has three Excerpts: Strauss (England’s Director ~ That is the crucial factor. Super Kings in the previous game.
of the fastest ODI centuries Howdoyou copewiththe of cricket) sortof arrested that Frominitial resistanceto “If you look at the success of the team and the times

for England and he has also
been one of the key perform-
ers in the Big Bash League,
Bangladesh Premier League
and the Indian Premier
League. In an exclusive chat,
the 27-year-old England bats-
man opened up on how Eng-
land’s perspective towards
the IPL changed, the club
versus country debate, shun-

pressure of Rajasthan Royals
not performing as per expec-
tations?

The pressure is always
there in professional sport.
Itisaresult-oriented business.
We know the IPL is not won
in the group stages. We need
to start playing better crick-
et to allow ourselves the op-
portunity to enter the knock-

out stages.

Following England’s poor
World Cup 2015 campaign,
whatled totheteam’s current
ODI resurgence?

We dec1ded that we could
not play any worse or do any-
thing worse. We wanted to
push the boundaries of what
weare capable off. In England,

balance and made a more
conscious effortin making a
successful white ball team.

You hold the three fastest
hundreds for England in
ODIs...

My style has always been
toscoreas manyrunsyoucan
and as quicklyasyou can. That
is the basic template. Ball-
strikingis going fromstrength

the IPL, what has changed
for England which has seen
so many players in this edi-
tion?

The changing opinions
and attitudes towards white-
ball cricket are key. The IPL
clashes with our county sea-
son. We are taking white ball
cricketasseriouslyasredball
cricket.

you have won titles, he has always batted at No. 4. So at
the end of the day, he has batted at No 4 and won games
for us. There’s always been a debate about where Rohit
should bat. History would suggest No. 4 is the best place
he should bat at. Today he got a beauty of a delivery,”
added the former New Zealand fast bowler.

Mumbai Indians have nowlost six games and have just
four points from eight games. Bond said that they'd like
towin all their remaining matches and hope other results
go their way.
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